Çréla Prabhupäda on Sectarianism
As explained by the Lord in Bhagavad-gétä, one cannot achieve the perfection of life merely by
renouncing the material world or by executing ordinary, sectarian religious principles. One must
actually understand the identity of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, and by associating with
His pure devotees one must learn to love the Lord in His personal, original form. This love may
be expressed in either the conjugal, paternal, fraternal or serving rasa, or relationship. The Lord
has elaborately explained to Uddhava the system of philosophical analysis of the material world,
and now He clearly concludes that it is useless for Uddhava to waste time in fruitive activities or
mental speculation. Actually, Lord Kåñëa is hinting that Uddhava should assimilate the example
of the gopés and try to advance further in Kåñëa consciousness by following in the footsteps of the
cowherd damsels of Vraja. Any conditioned soul who is unsatisfied with the cruel laws of nature,
which impose disease, old age and death, should understand that Lord Kåñëa can deliver all living
beings from the problems of material existence. There is no need to entangle oneself in
unauthorized, sectarian rituals, injunctions or prohibitions. One should simply surrender to Lord
Kåñëa, following the example of Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu, who is Lord Kåñëa Himself. By the
authorized regulated process of bhakti-yoga, Kåñëa consciousness, one easily achieves spiritual
perfection.
– ÇB 11.12.14-15
Sanätana-dharma is eternally integral with the living entity. When we speak of sanätana-dharma,
therefore, we must take it for granted on the authority of Çrépäda Rämänujäcärya that it has
neither beginning nor end. That which has neither end nor beginning must not be sectarian, for it
cannot be limited by any boundaries. Those belonging to some sectarian faith will wrongly
consider that sanätana-dharma is also sectarian, but if we go deeply into the matter and consider
it in the light of modern science, it is possible for us to see that sanätana-dharma is the business of
all the people of the world—nay, of all the living entities of the universe.
– Bg Introduction
Kåñëa consciousness is not a sectarian religious movement. Rather, it is meant for all-embracing
welfare activities for the world. One can enter this movement without discrimination in terms of
caste, creed, religion or nationality. If one is trained to worship the Supreme Personality of
Godhead, Kåñëa, who is the origin of viñëu-tattva, one can become fully satisfied and perfect in all
respects.
– ÇB 8.5.49
Those who actually desire perfect knowledge must not only reject the nonessential but must also
ultimately understand the essential spiritual reality called paraà padaà vaiñëavam: the supreme
destination, the abode of Lord Viñëu. Padam indicates both the status and the abode of the
Supreme Personality of Godhead, which can be understood only by those who give up petty
materialism and adopt the position of ananya-sauhådam, exclusive love for the Lord. Such
exclusive love is not narrow-minded or sectarian, because all living entities, being within the Lord,
are automatically served when one directly serves the supreme entity. This process of rendering
the highest service to the Lord and to all living entities constitutes the science of Kåñëa
consciousness, which is taught throughout Çrémad-Bhägavatam.
– ÇB 12.6.32

