
The Goloka Conception 
Precious Gems from the Treasure Chest of Çréla Prabhupäda’s Heart 

 

1. What Is Mäya? 

The existence of mäyä, is only within the mind. Mäyä is nothing but ignorance of Your 

personality. When one forgets Your personality, that is the conditioned state of mäyä. 

Therefore one who is fixed upon You both internally and externally is not illusioned.   

— KB 14 

 

2. What Is False Ego? 

False ego is the demarcation between spiritual and material existence, just as the 

moving cloud is the demarcation between moonlight and darkness. 

— KB 20 

 

The living entity is imprisoned in the material condition on account of his false 

conception of himself as the supreme enjoyer. This false ego of the living entity is the 

cause of his imprisonment in material existence. 

— KB 82 

 

3. What Are Material Desires? 

Material desires in the mind are the trash of material contamination. By such 

contamination, the living being is faced with so many compatible and incompatible 

things that discourage the very existence of spiritual identity. 

— SB 1.15.29p 

 

4. How to Become Free from False Ego? 

The cosmic manifestation is nothing but a display of Kåñëa’s energy, and because the 

energy is not different from the energetic, nothing is different from Kåñëa. When this 

absolute consciousness, Kåñëa consciousness, is absent, we are separated from Kåñëa; 

but, fortunately, if this Kåñëa consciousness is present, then we are not separated from 

Kåñëa. The process of devotional service is the revival of Kåñëa consciousness, and if 

the devotee is fortunate enough to understand that the material energy is not separate 

from Kåñëa, then he can utilize the material energy and its products in the service of 

the Lord. But in the absence of Kåñëa consciousness, the forgetful living entity, 

although part and parcel of Kåñëa, falsely puts himself in the position of enjoyer of the 

material world and, being thus implicated in material entanglement, is forced by the 

material energy to continue his material existence……A person in full Kåñëa 

consciousness is always liberated from false egoism; he utilizes everything for Kåñëa’s 

service and is not at any time separated from Kåñëa. 

— KB 82 

 



A devotee knows that this material world belongs to You, and he therefore engages 

everything in Your transcendental loving service. Thus there is no bondage for him. 

— KB 14 

 

5. What about My Desires and Ambitions? 

My devotees never desire anything from Me except to be engaged in My service. And 

yet because they are completely dependent upon Me, even if they are found to ask 

something from Me, that is not material. Such ambitions and desires, instead of 

becoming the cause of material bondage, become the source of liberation from this 

material world. 

— KB 60 

 

6. Is Attachment to House and Home Always an Illusion? 

It is said that attachment for material objects and home is due to illusion, which makes 

a living entity conditioned in the material world. But this is only the case for persons 

who are not Kåñëa conscious. In the case of the residents of Våndävana, such 

obstructions as attachment to hearth and home are nonexistent. Because their 

attachment has been directed unto You and their homes have been converted into 

temples by Your constant presence there, and because they have forgotten everything 

for Your sake, there is no impediment. For a Kåñëa conscious person, there is no such 

thing as impediments due to attachment for hearth and home. Nor is there illusion. 

— KB 14 

 

7. How Should I See My Children and Everyone / Everything Else Dear to 

Me? 

Our life, property, home, wife, children, house, country, society and all paraphernalia 

which are very dear to us are expansions of the Supreme Personality of Godhead. He 

is the central object of love because He gives us all bliss, expanding Himself in so many 

ways according to our different situations, namely bodily, mental or spiritual. 

— KB 23 

 

8. How Should I See Happiness and Distress? 

One should simply understand that the distress and happiness of this body are 

predestined; there is no need to try to avoid the distress of this bodily existence or to 

attempt to achieve happiness by different types of exercises. The best course is to 

surrender unto the Supreme Personality of Godhead with body, mind and words and 

always be engaged in His service…… If one adopts the simple method of engaging 

himself in devotional service, automatically he becomes eligible to be freed from 

material contamination and elevated to the transcendental position of associating with 

the Supreme Lord. 

— KB 14 

 

9. What is Yukta-vairagya? 

The real elevation of human life rests on knowledge and renunciation. As stated in the 

First Canto of Çrémad-Bhägavatam, devotional service rendered to Kåñëa automatically 



produces perfect knowledge and renunciation. The family members of the Yadu 

dynasty and the cowherds of Våndävana had their minds fixed on Kåñëa. That is the 

symptom of perfect knowledge. And because their minds were always engaged in 

Kåñëa, they were automatically freed from all material activities. This stage of life is 

called yukta-vairägya, as enunciated by Çréla Rüpa Gosvämé. Knowledge and 

renunciation, therefore, do not mean dry speculation and renunciation of activities. 

Rather, one must start speaking and acting only in relationship with Kåñëa. 

— KB 82 

 

10. How Can I Stay Close to Kåñëa? 

One should always keep himself near You by the process of hearing and chanting Your 

transcendental glories. Simply by being attached to hearing and chanting Your glories, 

one can attain the highest perfectional stage of entering into Your kingdom. If a person, 

therefore, always keeps in touch with You by hearing and chanting Your glories and 

offers the results of his work for Your satisfaction only, he very easily and happily 

attains entrance into Your supreme abode. You are realizable by persons who have 

cleansed their hearts of all contamination. This cleansing of the heart is made possible 

by chanting and hearing the glories of Your Lordship. 

— KB 14 

 

11. When Will I Really Surrender to Kåñëa? 

Everyone is loving his self according to the advancement of his knowledge. Ultimately, 

when a person comes to understand that his self is the spirit soul and that the spirit soul 

is nothing but a part and parcel of the Supreme Lord, he recognizes the Supreme Lord 

as the ultimate goal of love and then surrenders unto Him. 

— KB 23 

 

 


