Bhagavad Gita - Chapter
Seven

Knowledge of the Absolute

Vijnana-yoga



Section-1 — Knowing Krsna by Hearing about Him (1-3)

7.1 1|
Sri-bhagavan uvaca
mayy asakta-manah partha
yogarh yuiijan mad-asrayah
asamsayam samagram marn
yatha jiasyasi tac chrnu

The Supreme Personality of Godhead said : With your mind
attached to Me (mayy asakta-manah), establishing a relationship
with Me (yogarm vyuiijan), surrendered to Me alone (mad-
asrayah), you will know Me in My complete form (samagrarm
marh yatha jhasyasi), without doubt (asamsayarn). Please listen
(tat Srnu).



SVCT

When will 1 take shelter of Mahaprabhu’s feet, which are a
sweet ocean of mercy, made of eternal bliss?

Then, somehow or other, I will attain the nectar of prema
through the path of bhakti, which shuns liberation.

The seventh chapter describes the powers of Krsna, the powers
of the Lord who is most worthy of worship.

The four types of persons who worship and do not worship
Krsna are also described.



SVCT

In the first six chapters of the Gita, jiana and astanga-yoga
which lead to liberation, and depend upon niskdma-karma-
yoga which first purifies the heart, have been described.

In the middle six chapters, two types of bhakti will be
described: that bhakti which yields salokya and other types ot
liberation by being either without desire or with desire,
because of mixture of karma, jiana or other elements; and the
main type of bhakti which yields liberation in the form of
becoming an associate of the Lord with prema.

This type of bhakti is independent of karma, jiana or other
processes, and, moreover, independently yields all goals such
as Svarga and moksa without performance of any other
process. Though easy to perform for all people, it is most rare.



SVCT

yat karmabhir yat tapasa jiana-vairagyatas ca yat
yogena dana-dharmena Sreyobhir itarair api

sarvam mad-bhakti-yogena mad-bhakto labhate 'fijasa
svargapavargam mad-dhama kathancid yadi vanchati

Everything that can be achieved by fruitive activities, penance, knowledge,
detachment, mystic yoga, charity, religious duties and all other means of
perfecting life is easily achieved by My devotee through loving service unto
Me. It somehow or other My devotee desires promotion to heaven,
liberation, or residence in My abode, he easily achieves such benedictions.
SB 11.20.32-33

* “But the Sruti says tam eva viditva ati mrtyum eti: knowing it, one
surpasses death (Svetasvatara Upanisad 6.15).

* How can you then say that without knowledge, just by bhakti, one
attains liberation?”



SVCT
This is not a correct conclusion.

The meaning of that Sruti statement is: knowing Paramatma
(tam), having direct realization of Paramatma (the word tat
refers to Paramatma, not jiva), one surpasses death.

It does not mean “Knowing the individual soul (tvar
padartham), or prakrti or any existing object at all, one
surpasses death.”

Just as the cause of tasting sugar is the tongue, not the eye or
ear, so the cause of tasting the para-brahman, is bhakti.



SVCT

[t is possible to grasp the Brahman which is beyond the gunas
only by the process of bhakti which is also beyond the gunas,
and not by sattvic knowledge of the atma being ditterent from
the body (atma-jfiana).

This is understood from the Lord’s statement bhaktyaham
ekaya grahyah: I am obtained only by bhakti. (SB 11.14.11)

And 1 will elaborate on this in the commentary on the verse
bhaktya mam abhijanati yavan yas casmi tattvatah: I can be
known as [ am only by bhakti. (BG 18.55)



SVCT

And the accomplishment of liberation through jiana and
astanga-yoga is brought about only through the influence of
bhakti which is a subordinate element within those practices.

[t is stated in many places in the scriptures that without
bhakti, those two processes are insignificant.

Moreover, because of the absence of the word eva (only) after
viditva, there is another meaning.

This sentence without eva does not indicate that exclusively by
knowing Paramatma, one attains liberation.

Rather, knowing Paramatma or not knowing, one attains
liberation.



SVCT

* Therefore, one can get liberation by knowledge beyond the
gunas—knowledge of Paramatma, which arises through
bhakti; and sometimes also, one can attain liberation without
Paramatma knowledge arising from bhakti—by bhakti alone.

* It is just like eating sugar which cannot be tasted, due to
malfunction of the tongue. But gradually taste is restored and
as well, the sickness is destroyed (one action accomplishes two
results).

nanv 1Svaro 'nubhajato 'viduso 'pi saksac
chreyas tanoty agada-raja ivopayuktah

It is true that the Supreme Lord Himselt awards His blessings
even to an ignorant worshiper, just as the best medicine works
even when taken by a person ignorant of its ingredients. SB

10.47.59



SVCT
* In the Moksa Dharma, there is a statement made about Narayana:

yo vai sadhana sampattih purusartha catusthaye
taya vina tad apnoti naro narayanasrayah

Even without performing actions for attaining the four purusarthas
(artha, dharma, kama and moksa), the person who surrenders to
Narayana attains the goal.

* As quoted above already, Bhagavatam says:

* Everything that can be achieved by fruitive activities, penance,
knowledge, detachment, mystic yoga, charity, religious duties and
all other means of perfecting life is easily achieved by My devotee
through loving service unto Me. If somehow or other My devotee
desires promotion to heaven, liberation, or residence in My abode,
he easily achieves such benedictions. SB 11.20.32-33



SVCT
yan-nama sakrc chravanat pukkaso ’pi vimucyate sarsarat
Not to speak of seeing You personally, merely by hearing the holy
name of Your Lordship only once, even candalas, men of the

lowest class, are freed from sarhsara. SB 6.16.44

* Thus, according to many such statements in the scriptures,
liberation can be attained by bhakti alone.

* Now, let us return to the verse.



SVCT
“In Your statement at the end of the last chapter (yoginam api
sarvesam), | have understood that You have indicated the
unique quality of Your own devotee who absorbs his mind in
You (mad gatenantaratmana) and has faith in You.

But what type of devotee is he?

One would expect that he is qualitied with knowledge (jiiana)
and realization (vijfiana).”

The Lord then answers in two verses.



SVCT

* Realization will occur gradually in proportion to the intensity
ot the worship.

bhaktih paresanubhavo viraktir
anyatra caisa trika eka-kalah
prapadyamanasya yathasnatah syus
tustih pustih ksud-apayo 'nu-ghasam

Devotion, direct experience of the Supreme Lord, and detachment
from other things—these three occur simultaneously for one who
has taken shelter of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, in the
same way that pleasure, nourishment and relief from hunger
come simultaneously and increasingly, with each bite, for a
person engaged in eating. SB 11.2.42



SVCT

Just as by eating a handful of food one does not attain
satistaction or nourishment but by taking a lot of food one
does get satistaction and nourishment, when you have attained
the stage of attachment to Me (mayy asakta manah) in My
form of Syamasundara with yellow cloth, you will know Me.

Hear how (yatha) you will realize Me clearly.
What type of yoga is this?

You will gradually attain a relationship with Me (sarhyogam
yunijan).

You will take shelter of Me alone, not karma or jfiana (mad-
asrayah), since you are My ananya-bhakta.



SVCT

* You will be absolutely without doubt about which is better—
My impersonal aspect or My personal aspect, as indicated later
in chapter 12 with My words:

kleso ’dhikataras tesam avyaktasakta-cetasam
avyakta hi gatir duhkham dehavadbhir avapyate

Those who are attached to the impersonal aspect endure great
ditficulties. The impersonal goal gives ditficulties for one a body.

BG 12.5

* Moreover, that Brahman is just an expression of My greatness



SVCT

* In the Gita I will later say, brahmano hi pratisthaham: I am the
basis of Brahman.

* Thus, in comparison to knowledge about Me in My personal
form, which is complete (samagram), this knowledge of
impersonal Brahman is incomplete.

* Theretore you will know Me completely (samagramm mam),
without doubt.



Srila Prabhupada

In this Seventh Chapter of Bhagavad-gita, the nature of Krsna
consciousness is fully described.

Krsna is full in all opulences, and how He manifests such
opulences is described herein.

Also, four kinds of fortunate people who become attached to
Krsna and four kinds of unfortunate people who never take to
Krsna are described in this chapter.

In the first six chapters of Bhagavad-gita, the living entity has
been described as nonmaterial spirit soul capable ot elevating
himself to self-realization by ditferent types of yogas.



Srila Prabhupada

At the end of the Sixth Chapter, it has been clearly stated that the steady
concentration of the mind upon Krsna, or in other words Krsna
consciousness, is the highest form of all yoga.

By concentrating one's mind upon Krsna, one is able to know the
Absolute Truth completely, but not otherwise.

Impersonal brahma-jyoti or localized Paramatma realization is not perfect
knowledge of the Absolute Truth, because it is partial.

Full and scientitic knowledge is Krsna, and everything is revealed to the
person 1n Krsna consciousness.

In complete Krsna consciousness one knows that Krsna is ultimate
knowledge beyond any doubts.

Ditferent types of yoga are only steppingstones on the path of Krsna
consciousness.



Srila Prabhupada

One who takes directly to Krsna consciousness automatically
knows about brahma-jyoti and Paramatma in full.

By practice of Krsna consciousness yoga, one can know
everything in full—mamely the Absolute Truth, the living
entities, the material nature, and their manifestations with
paraphernalia.

One should therefore begin yoga practice as directed in the last
verse of the Sixth Chapter.

Concentration of the mind upon Krsna the Supreme is made
possible by prescribed devotional service in nine ditferent
forms, of which Sravanam is the first and most important.



Srila Prabhupada

The Lord therefore says to Arjuna, tac chrnu, or "Hear from
\Y (S

No one can be a greater authority than Krsna, and theretore by
hearing from Him one receives the greatest opportunity to
become a perfectly Krsna conscious person.

One has theretore to learn from Krsna directly or from a pure
devotee of Krsna—and not from a nondevotee upstart, putted
up with academic education.

In the Srimad-Bhagavatam this process of understanding
Krsna, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, the Absolute
Truth, is described in the Second Chapter of the First Canto as
follows:



Srila Prabhupada

Srnvatarm sva-kathah krsnah punya-$ravana-kirtanah
hrdy antah-stho hy abhadrani vidhunoti suhrt satam

nasta-prayesv abhadresu nityarn bhagavata-sevaya
bhagavaty uttama-sloke bhaktir bhavati naisthiki

tada rajas-tamo-bhavah kama-lobhadayas ca ye
ceta etair anaviddham sthitam sattve prasidati

evar prasanna-manaso bhagavad-bhakti-yogatah
bhagavat-tattva-vijianam mukta-sangasya jayate

bhidyate hrdaya-granthis chidyante sarva-sarm$ayah
ksiyante casya karmani drsta evatmani$vare

Theretore only by hearing from Krsna or from His devotee in
Krsna consciousness can one understand the science of Krsna.



Section-1 — Knowing Krsna by Hearing about Him (1-3)

1 7.2 |
jianar te 'ham sa-vijianam
idarm vaksyamy asesatah
yaj jiiatva neha bhiityo 'nyaj
jhatavyam avasisyate

[ will explain to you (asesatah te aham vaksyamy) knowledge of
My powers (jhana) along with knowledge of My sweetness
(vijidna) (jiidnam sa-vijidnam), knowing which (yaj jhatva)
nothing else remains to be known (anyad jhatavyam na iha
bhityo avasisyate).



Baladeva
The Lord praises the knowledge that He is about to explain.

Jnana concerns the svartipa of the Lord relating to his spiritual
and material energies (jiva and material prakrti).

[ will speak or teach this knowledge in fullness (asesatah)
along with vijiiana, knowledge of My svaraipa apart from those
energies, to you who are surrendered.

Note: This indicates his form and pastimes not related to
material creation—the form and pastimes in the spiritual
world.



Baladeva

Understanding this knowledge which 1 have promised to
speak, knowledge of both of these topics concerning My
svariipa, the cause of everything, which should be the object of
your meditation, nothing else will remain to be known by you,
who are inquisitive about and absorbed in the highest path,
since everything else is included in this knowledge.



Srila Prabhupada

Complete knowledge includes knowledge ot the phenomenal
world, the spirit behind it, and the source of both of them.

This is transcendental knowledge.

The Lord wants to explain the above-mentioned system of
knowledge because Arjuna is Krsna's confidential devotee and
friend.

In the beginning of the Fourth Chapter this explanation was
given by the Lord, and it is again confirmed here: complete
knowledge can be achieved only by the devotee of the Lord in
disciplic succession directly from the Lord.



Srila Prabhupada

* Therefore one should be intelligent enough to know the source
of all knowledge, who is the cause of all causes and the only
object for meditation in all types of yoga practice.

* When the cause of all causes becomes known, then everything
knowable becomes known, and nothing remains unknown.

* The Vedas (Mundaka Upanisad 1.1.3) say, kasmin nu bhagavo
vijiidte sarvam idarh vijfiatarn bhavatiti.



Section-1 — Knowing Krsna by Hearing about Him (1-3)

1 7.3
manusyanam sahasresu
kascid yatati siddhaye
yatatam api siddhanam
kascin mam vetti tattvatah

Among thousands of men (manusyanam sahasresu), some attain
success in their endeavors (kascid yatati siddhaye). Among those
who attain success (yatatam api siddhanarm), hardly anyone
knows Me (kascin mam vetti tattvatah).



Baladeva

In this verse Krsna states that knowledge of Himself is very
rare.

Among the countless jivas in high and low bodies, some take
the human form.

Among thousand of men, who are qualitied for the scriptures,
some, but not all, endeavor for seeing atma and paramatma
(siddhaye), by association with saintly persons.

Out of the thousands who attain realization of atma and
paramatma of those who endeavor in this manner, only one
person knows Me, Krsna, in truth.



Baladeva

The meaning is this. Many people, performing the scriptural goals, after
realizing their own atma as a minute conscious particle, and paramatma,
My expansion, measuring one pradesa, become liberated.

But only the person who attains bhakti to Me after attaining association
with My devotees knows Me as I really am (tattvatah)—the Krsna who
takes milk from Yasoda’s breast and who is now your chariot driver.

Such a person realizes Me as the possessor of unlimited, inconceivable
energies, the cause of everything, as the jewel of unlimited auspicious
qualities such as omniscience, omnipotence and affection for His
devotees, and as the complete expression of brahman.

In a similar vein the Lord will later say sa mahatma sudurlabhah: this

great soul is very rare (BG 7.19); and mam tu veda na kascana: no one
knows Me . (BG 7.26).



Srila Prabhupada

There are various grades of men, and out of many thousands,
one may be sutficiently interested in transcendental realization
to try to know what is the selt, what is the body, and what is
the Absolute Truth.

Generally mankind is simply engaged in the animal
propensities, namely eating, sleeping, defending and mating,
and hardly anyone is interested in transcendental knowledge.

The first six chapters of the Gita are meant for those who are
interested in transcendental knowledge, in understanding the
selt, the Superselt and the process ot realization by jfiana-yoga,
dhyana-yoga and discrimination of the selt from matter.

However, Krsna can be known only by persons who are in
Krsna consciousness.



Srila Prabhupada

Other transcendentalists may achieve impersonal Brahman
realization, for this is easier than understanding Krsna.

Krsna is the Supreme Person, but at the same time He is
beyond the knowledge of Brahman and Paramatma.

The yogis and jnanis are confused in their attempts to
understand Krsna.

Although the greatest of the impersonalists, Sripada
Sankaracarya, has admitted in his Gita commentary that Krsna
is the Supreme Personality of Godhead, his tollowers do not
accept Krsna as such, for it is very difficult to know Krsna,
even though one has transcendental realization of impersonal
Brahman.



Srila Prabhupada

Krsna is the Supreme Personality of Godhead, the cause of all
causes, the primeval Lord Govinda.

Isvarah paramah krsnah sac-cid-ananda-vigrahah/ anadir adir
govindah sarva-karana-karanam.

[t is very difficult for the nondevotees to know Him.

Although non-devotees declare that the path of bhakti, or
devotional service, is very easy, they cannot practice it.

If the path of bhakti is so easy, as the nondevotee class of men
proclaim, then why do they take up the difficult path? Actually
the path of bhakti is not easy.



Srila Prabhupada

* The so-called path of bhakti practiced by unauthorized persons
without knowledge of bhakti may be easy, but when it is
practiced factually according to the rules and regulations, the
speculative scholars and philosophers fall away from the path.

« Srila Riapa Gosvami writes in his Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu
(1.2.101):
Sruti-smrti-puranadi-
pancaratra-vidhim vina
aikantiki harer bhaktir
utpatayaiva kalpate

"Devotional service of the Lord that ignores the authorized Vedic
literatures like the Upanisads, Puranas and Narada Pancaratra is
simply an unnecessary disturbance in society."



Srila Prabhupada

[t is not possible for the Brahman-realized impersonalist or the
Paramatma-realized yogi to understand Krsna, the Supreme
Personality of Godhead as the son of mother Yasoda or the
charioteer of Arjuna.

Even the great demigods are sometimes confused about Krsna
(muhyanti yat stirayah). Mam tu veda na kascana: "No one
knows Me as I am," the Lord says. And it one does know Him,
then sa mahatma su-durlabhah.

"Such a great soul is very rare." Therefore unless one practices
devotional service to the Lord, one cannot know Krsna as He is
(tattvatah), even though one is a great scholar or philosopher.



Srila Prabhupada

* Only the pure devotees can know something of the inconceivable
transcendental qualities in Krsna—His being the cause of all causes, His
omnipotence and opulence, and His wealth, fame, strength, beauty,
knowledge and renunciation—because Krsna is benevolently inclined to
His devotees.

 He is the last word in Brahman realization, and the devotees alone can
realize Him as He is. Theretore it is said:
atah sri-krsna-namadi
na bhaved grahyam indriyaih
sevonmukhe hi jihvadau

svayam eva sphuraty adah
[Cc. Madhya 17.136]

"No one can understand Krsna as He is by the blunt material senses. But He
reveals Himself to the devotees, being pleased with them for their
transcendental loving service unto Him." (Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu 1.2.234)



Section-II — Knowing Krsna’s Material and Spiritual Energies (4-
12)

| 7.4 I
bhitimir apo 'nalo vayuh
kham mano buddhir eva ca
ahankara itiyarn me
bhinna prakrtir astadha

Earth, water, fire, air, ether (as well as their sense objects)
(bhimir apo malo vayuh kham), pradhana, mahat tattva, false
ego (with the ten senses and mahat tattva) (mano buddhir eva ca
ahankara iti) are My separated energy in eight divisions (iyam
astadha me bhinna prakrtih).



Baladeva

Addressing Arjuna, Krsna then speaks in two verses about His
two energies, in order to describe next His svartipa as the
highest cause, possessing both material and spiritual energies.

Prakrti is divided into twenty four parts.

Know that this prakrti divided in eight parts composed of
earth and other elements is Mine.

Including the sense objects and senses with the five gross
elements brings the total to twenty four elements.

The mention of earth, water, fire, air, and ether includes their
respective sense objects, their causes—smell, taste, form, touch
and sound.



Baladeva

False ego includes its effects, the eleven senses: mind, nose,
tongue, eye, skin, ear, hands, feet, voice, anus and genital.

Buddhi here refers to the mahat tattva.

Mana (mind) here refers to the pradhana, the unmanifest stage
of prakrti (avyaktam), understood through the mind (but not
the senses).



Srila Prabhupada

* The science of God analyzes the constitutional position of God and
His diverse energies. Material nature is called prakrti, or the energy
of the Lord in His different purusa incarnations (expansions) as
described in the Narada-pancaratra, one of the Satvata-tantras:

visnos tu trini riapani purusakhyany atho viduh
ekam tu mahatah srastr dvitiyam tv anda-samsthitam
trtiyam sarva-bhiita-stham tani jhatva vimucyate

"For material creation, Lord Krsna's plenary expansion assumes three
Visnus. The first one, Maha-visnu, creates the total material energy,
known as the mahat-tattva. The second, Garbhodakasayi Visnu, enters
into all the universes to create diversities in each of them. The third,
Ksirodakasay1 Visnu, is ditfused as the all-pervading Supersoul in all
the universes and is known as Paramatma. He is present even within
the atoms. Anyone who knows these three Visnus can be liberated
from material entanglement."



Srila Prabhupada

This material world is a temporary manifestation of one of the
energies of the Lord.

All the activities of the material world are directed by these
three Visnu expansions of Lord Krsna.

These purusas are called incarnations.

Generally one who does not know the science of God (Krsna)
assumes that this material world is for the enjoyment of the
living entities and that the living entities are the purusas—the

causes, controllers and enjoyers of the material energy.

According to Bhagavad-gita this atheistic conclusion is false.



Srila Prabhupada

In the verse under discussion it is stated that Krsna is the
original cause of the material manifestation. Srimad-
Bhagavatam also confirms this.

The ingredients of the material manifestation are separated
energies of the Lord.

Even the brahma-jyoti, which is the ultimate goal of the
impersonalists, is a spiritual energy manifested in the spiritual
sky.

There are no spiritual diversities in the brahma-jyoti as there
are in the Vaikunthalokas, and the impersonalist accepts this
brahma-jyoti as the ultimate eternal goal.



Srila Prabhupada

The Paramatma manifestation is also a temporary all-pervasive
aspect of the Ksirodakasayi Visnu.

The Paramatma manifestation is not eternal in the spiritual world.

Theretore the tactual Absolute Truth is the Supreme Personality of
Godhead Krsna.

He is the complete energetic person, and He possesses different
separated and internal energies.

In the material energy, the principal manifestations are eight, as
above mentioned.

Out of these, the first five manifestations, namely earth, water, fire,
air and sky, are called the five gigantic creations or the gross
creations, within which the five sense objects are included.



Srila Prabhupada

They are the manifestations ot physical sound, touch, form, taste
and smell.

Material science comprises these ten items and nothing more.

But the other three items, namely mind, intelligence and false ego,
are neglected by the materialists.

Philosophers who deal with mental activities are also not perfect in
knowledge because they do not know the ultimate source, Krsna.

The talse ego—"I am," and "It is mine," which constitute the basic
principle of material existence—includes ten sense organs for
material activities.

Intelligence refers to the total material creation, called the mahat-
tattva.



Srila Prabhupada

* Therefore from the eight separated energies of the Lord are
manifest the twenty-four elements of the material world,
which are the subject matter ot Sankhya atheistic philosophys;
they are originally offshoots from Krsna's energies and are
separated from Him, but atheistic Sankhya philosophers with a
poor fund of knowledge do not know Krsna as the cause of all
causes.

* The subject matter for discussion in the Sankhya philosophy is
only the manifestation of the external energy of Krsna, as it is
described in the Bhagavad-gita.



Section-II — Knowing Krsna’s Material and Spiritual Energies (4-
12)

7.5
apareyam itas tv anyam
prakrtith viddhi me param
jiva-bhutam maha-baho
yayedam dharyate jagat

This is My inferior energy (iyam apara). But understand (viddhi
tu) My superior energy (me param prakrtim) which is different
from this inferior energy (itas tv anyam). It is the jivas (jiva-
bhutarn maha-baho), who employ the inferior energy for their
enjoyment (yaya idam dharyate jagat).



Baladeva

This prakrti is considered inferior since it is unconscious and the
object of enjoyment.

Know that the jiva is My prakrti as well, but superior, since it is
conscious and the enjoyer of inferior prakrti, O Mighty-armed one,
Arjuna. He then explains the reason for its superiority.

This conscious prakrti accepts this universe for his enjoyment, with
such activities as sleeping and eating (yaya idam jagat dharyate).

The srutis also explains that these two energies belong to the Lord
alone:

pradhana-ksetrajia-patir gunesah
The Lord is the master ot the knower of the field (jiva) and matter.
He is the master of the gunas. Svetasvatara Upanisad 6.16



Srila Prabhupada

Here it is clearly mentioned that living entities belong to the
superior nature (or energy) of the Supreme Lord.

The inferior energy is matter manifested in ditferent elements,
namely earth, water, fire, air, ether, mind, intelligence and
false ego.

Both forms of material nature, namely gross (earth, etc.) and
subtle (mind, etc.), are products of the inferior energy.

The living entities, who are exploiting these inferior energies
tor ditferent purposes, are the superior energy ot the Supreme
Lord, and it is due to this energy that the entire material world
functions. The cosmic manifestation has no power to act
unless it is moved by the superior energy, the living entity.



Srila Prabhupada

* Energies are always controlled by the energetic, and therefore the living
entities are always controlled by the Lord—they have no independent
existence.

* They are never equally powerful, as unintelligent men think. The
distinction between the living entities and the Lord is described in
Srimad-Bhagavatam (10.87.30) as follows:

"O Supreme Eternal! If the embodied living entities were eternal and all-
pervading like You, then they would not be under Your control. But if the
living entities are accepted as minute energies of Your Lordship, then they
are at once subject to Your supreme control. Therefore real liberation entails
surrender by the living entities to Your control, and that surrender will make
them happy. In that constitutional position only can they be controllers.
Therefore, men with limited knowledge who advocate the monistic theory
that God and the living entities are equal in all respects are actually guided
by a taulty and polluted opinion."



Srila Prabhupada

The Supreme Lord, Krsna, is the only controller, and all living
entities are controlled by Him.

These living entities are His superior energy because the quality of
their existence is one and the same with the Supreme, but they are
never equal to the Lord in quantity of power.

While exploiting the gross and subtle inferior energy (matter), the
superior energy (the living entity) forgets his real spiritual mind
and intelligence.

This forgettulness is due to the influence of matter upon the living
entity.

But when the living entity becomes free from the influence of the
illusory material energy, he attains the stage called mukti, or
liberation.



Srila Prabhupada

The false ego, under the intfluence of material illusion, thinks,
"I am matter, and material acquisitions are mine."

His actual position is realized when he is liberated from all
material ideas, including the conception of his becoming one
in all respects with God.

Theretore one may conclude that the Gita contirms the living
entity to be only one of the multi-energies of Krsna; and when
this energy is freed from material contamination, it becomes
tully Krsna conscious, or liberated.



Section-1I — Knowing Krsna’s Material and Spiritual Energies (4-
12)

17.6|
etad-yonini bhutani
sarvanity upadharaya
aharm krtsnasya jagatah
prabhavah pralayas tatha

Know (upadharaya) that all things of the universe (sarvani
bhiitani) have their origin in these two energies (etad-yonini iti),
and that I am the origin and dissolution ot the whole universe
(aham krtsnasya jagatah krtsnasya jagatah).



Baladeva
By these two energies the Lord creates the whole universe.

Know that all moving and nonmoving entities arise from these
energies.

The inferior and superior energies, called the field and knower of
the field, are the cause of everything.

But these two energies belong to Me; they arise from Me.

Therefore I alone am the cause of the manifestation (prabhavah) of
the whole world arising from prakrti.

[ am that entity from which everything arises (prabhavah). I alone
am also the destroyer (pralayah), that entity by which all things
disappear.



Srila Prabhupada
Everything that exists is a product of matter and spirit.

Spirit is the basic field of creation, and matter is created by
Spirit.

Spirit is not created at a certain stage of material development.

Rather, this material world is manitested only on the basis of
spiritual energy.

This material body is developed because spirit is present
within matter; a child grows gradually to boyhood and then to
manhood because that superior energy, spirit soul, is present.

Similarly, the entire cosmic manifestation of the gigantic
universe



Srila Prabhupada

Everything that exists is a product of matter and spirit. Spirit is
the basic tield of creation, and matter is created by spirit.

Spirit is not created at a certain stage of material development.

Rather, this material world is manitested only on the basis of
spiritual energy.

This material body is developed because spirit is present
within matter; a child grows gradually to boyhood and then to
manhood because that superior energy, spirit soul, is present.

Similarly, the entire cosmic manifestation of the gigantic
universe is developed because of the presence of the Supersoul,
Visnu.



Srila Prabhupada

Therefore spirit and matter, which combine to manifest this
gigantic universal form, are originally two energies of the Lord,
and consequently the Lord is the original cause of everything.

A fragmental part and parcel of the Lord, namely the living
entity, may be the cause of a big skyscraper, a big tactory, or
even a big city, but he cannot be the cause of a big universe.

The cause of the big universe is the big soul, or the Supersoul.

And Krsna, the Supreme, is the cause of both the big and small
souls. Therefore He is the original cause of all causes.

This is confirmed in the Katha Upanisad (2.2.13). Nityo
nityanam cetanas cetananam.



Section-1I — Knowing Krsna’s Material and Spiritual Energies (4-
12)

7.7 |
mattah paratararh nanyat
kificid asti dhananjaya
mayi sarvam idarm protam
sutre mani-gana iva

There is nothing superior to Me (mattah parataram na anyat
kificid asti), O conqueror of wealth (dhanafnjaya). Everything is
pervaded by Me (mayi sarvam idarn protam), as pearls are strung
on a thread (stitre mani-gana iva).



SVCT

Because of this, I am everything. That is expressed in this
verse.

There is nothing superior to Me, because I am both the cause
and the effect, and I am the sakti and saktiman.

As the Sruti says, ekam evadvitiyamm brahma: there is only one
Brahman and nothing else (Chandogya Upanisad 6.2.2); and
neha nanasti kificana: there is no variety at all. (Brhad
Aranyaka Upanisad 4.4.19)



SVCT

Having thus spoken about His own identity with everything,
the Lord then speaks about His entrance into everything.

The whole universe (sarvam idam), composed of conscious
and unconscious prakrti, is identical with Me, because it is My
etfect.

Still, everything is pervaded by the Paramatma (I am in
everything), as pearls are strung on a thread. Madhustidana
Sarasvatl says that being strung like pearls means only that
everything is pervaded by the Lord, and does not refer to
material causality.

A suitable example of material causality would be gold and
gold earrings.



Srila Prabhupada

There is a common controversy over whether the Supreme Absolute
Truth is personal or impersonal.

As far as Bhagavad-gita is concerned, the Absolute Truth is the
Personality of Godhead, Sri Krsna, and this is confirmed in every step.

In this verse, in particular, it is stressed that the Absolute Truth is a
person.

That the Personality of Godhead is the Supreme Absolute Truth is also
the affirmation of the Brahma-samhita: 1Svarah paramah krsnah sac-cid-
ananda-vigrahah; that is, the Supreme Absolute Truth Personality of
Godhead is Lord Krsna, who is the primeval Lord, the reservoir of all
pleasure, Govinda, and the eternal form of complete bliss and knowledge.

These authorities leave no doubt that the Absolute Truth is the Supreme
Person, the cause ot all causes.



Srila Prabhupada

The impersonalist, however, argues on the strength of the
Vedic version given in the Svetasvatara Upanisad (3.10): tato
yad uttarataram tad aripam anamayam/ ya etad vidur amrtas te
bhavanti athetare duhkham evapiyanti. "In the material world
Brahma, the primeval living entity within the universe, is
understood to be the supreme amongst the demigods, human
beings and lower animals.

But beyond Brahma there is the Transcendence, who has no
material form and is free from all material contaminations.

Anyone who can know Him also becomes transcendental, but
those who do not know Him sutfer the miseries of the material
world."



Srila Prabhupada

The impersonalist puts more stress on the word ariipam. But this
ariipam is not impersonal.

[t indicates the transcendental form of eternity, bliss and
knowledge as described in the Brahma-samhita quoted above.

Other verses in the Svetasvatara Upanisad (3.8-9) substantiate this
as follows:
vedaham etarh purusarh mahantam
aditya-varnam tamasah parastat
tam eva viditvati mrtyum eti
nanyah pantha vidyate 'yanaya

yasmat param naparam asti kincid
yasman naniyo no jyayo 'sti kificit
vrksa iva stabdho divi tisthaty ekas
tenedarn pirnam purusena sarvam



Srila Prabhupada

"l know that Supreme Personality of Godhead who is
transcendental to all material conceptions of darkness. Only he who
knows Him can transcend the bonds of birth and death. There is no
way for liberation other than this knowledge of that Supreme
Person.

"There is no truth superior to that Supreme Person, because He is
the supermost. He is smaller than the smallest, and He is greater
than the greatest. He is situated as a silent tree, and He illumines
the transcendental sky, and as a tree spreads its roots, He spreads
His extensive energies.”

From these verses one concludes that the Supreme Absolute Truth
is the Supreme Personality of Godhead, who is all-pervading by His
multi-energies, both material and spiritual.



Section-1I — Knowing Krsna’s Material and Spiritual Energies (4-
12)

| 7.8 |
raso 'ham apsu kaunteya
prabhasmi $asi-siiryayoh
pranavah sarva-vedesu
Sabdah khe paurusam nrsu

[ am the taste of water (raso aham apsu kaunteya), the light of
the sun and moon (prabha asmi $asi-stiryayoh). I am pranava in
the Vedas (pranavah sarva-vedesu), sound in the ether ($abdah
khe) and successtul efforts of men (paurusarm nrsu).



SVCT

Krsna illustrates this truth (that he is the maintainer ot the
universe) in ftive verses. I am the taste in water.

This means that I exist in the elements since I maintain them
through the sense objects (taste for water), which are My
vibhitis.

Without the sense object, the element cannot exist.

[ am the light in the moon and sun.

Maintaining them through My vibhiiti of light, in this way I

am in them. In the same way, the other examples should be
seen.



SVCT
* | am pranava in the all the Vedas, since pranava is the root
which finally manitests as the fourth stage of sound, vaikhari,
full sentences heard as the Vedas.

* I am the sense object known as sound in the ether.

* [ am the efforts which bring fruits to men, because only by
those etforts do men continue to exist.



Srila Prabhupada

This verse explains how the Lord is all-pervasive by His
diverse material and spiritual energies.

The Supreme Lord can be preliminarily perceived by His
ditferent energies, and in this way He is realized impersonally.

As the demigod in the sun is a person and is perceived by his
all-pervading energy, the sunshine, so the Lord, although in
His eternal abode, is perceived by His all-pervading dittusive
energies.

The taste of water is the active principle of water. No one likes
to drink sea water, because the pure taste of water is mixed
with salt. Attraction for water depends on the purity of the
taste, and this pure taste is one of the energies of the Lord.



Srila Prabhupada

The impersonalist perceives the presence of the Lord in water
by its taste, and the personalist also glorifies the Lord for His
kindly supplying tasty water to quench man's thirst.

That is the way ot perceiving the Supreme.

Practically speaking, there is no contlict between personalism
and impersonalism.

One who knows God knows that the impersonal conception
and personal conception are simultaneously present in
everything and that there is no contradiction.

Theretore Lord Caitanya established His sublime doctrine:
acintya bheda-and-abheda-tattva—simultaneous oneness and
difference.



Srila Prabhupada

The light of the sun and the moon is also originally emanating from the
brahma-jyoti, which is the impersonal ettulgence of the Lord.

And pranava, or the ormkara transcendental sound in the beginning of
every Vedic hymn, addresses the Supreme Lord.

Because the impersonalists are very much afraid of addressing the
Supreme Lord Krsna by His innumerable names, they prefer to vibrate
the transcendental sound omkara.

But they do not realize that ornkara is the sound representation of Krsna.

The jurisdiction of Krsna consciousness extends everywhere, and one
who knows Krsna consciousness is blessed.

Those who do not know Krsna are in illusion, and so knowledge of Krsna
is liberation, and ignorance of Him is bondage.



Section-1I — Knowing Krsna’s Material and Spiritual Energies (4-
12)

1 7.9 ||
punyo gandhah prthivyam ca
tejas casmi vibhavasau
jivanam sarva-bhutesu
tapas casmi tapasvisu

I am the fragrance of the earth element (punyo gandhah
prthivyam ca), the heat in fire (tejas casmi vibhavasau), the life
in all entities (jivanam sarva-bhiitesu), and the endurance in the
tapasvi (tapa$ casmi tapasvisu).



SVCT

Punya means “pleasing” or “natural” according to Amara Kosa.
[ am the natural fragrance of earth element.

Ca indicates that this statement applies to all the elements.
Thus, I am the pleasing taste of water, the pleasing form of fire
as well as the natural fragrance of the earth element.

I am the power of fire, the essence—that which can burn,
illuminate, and relieve cold in all things. I am the life span of

all entities—their essence.

I am the toleration of suffering, the essence of those
performing austerities.



Srila Prabhupada
Punya means that which is not decomposed; punya is original.
Everything in the material world has a certain fragrance, as the
fragrance in a tlower, or in the earth, in water, in fire, in air,

etcC.

The uncontaminated fragrance, the original fragrance, which
permeates everything, is Krsna.

Similarly, everything has a particular original taste, and this
taste can be changed by the mixture of chemicals.

So everything has some original fragrance and taste.

Vibhavasu means fire. Without fire we cannot run factories, we
cannot cook, etc., and that fire is Krsna.



Srila Prabhupada
The heat in the fire is Krsna.

According to Vedic medicine, indigestion is due to a low
temperature in the belly. So even for digestion fire is needed.

In Krsna consciousness we become aware that earth, water,
fire, air and every active principle, all chemicals and all
material elements are due to Krsna.

The duration of man's lite is also due to Krsna.

Theretore by the grace of Krsna, man can prolong his life or
diminish it. So Krsna consciousness is active in every sphere.



Section-II — Knowing Krsna’s Material and Spiritual Energies (4-
12)

1 7.10 |
bijarh mam sarva-bhiitanam
viddhi partha sanatanam
buddhir buddhimatam asmi
tejas tejasvinam aham

[ am the eternal, original cause of all entities (marm viddhi sarva-
bhiitanam sanatanam bijam ), O son of Prtha (partha). I am the
factor of discrimination in the intelligent (buddhir buddhimatam
asmi) and the ability to conquer in the powertul (tejas tejasvinam
aham).



Baladeva

Know Me to be the one eternal seed of all moving and
nonmoving beings, not a different seed in each entity, and not
temporary. [Note: The Lord remains one in spite of pervading
all entities. ]

Another meaning: know that I am the seed of all things as I
alone am the form of the pradhana (the material cause of all
bodies for the jivas). By this vibhaiti I maintain all things and
they are nourished by that dependence.

[ am intelligence, the ability to distinguish what is valuable
from what is worthless—in those having intelligence.

I am confidence—the ability to conquer others and not be
conquered by others—in those who have power.



Srila Prabhupada
Bijam means seed; Krsna is the seed of everything.

There are various living entities, movable and inert. Birds,
beasts, men and many other living creatures are moving living
entities; trees and plants, however, are inert—they cannot
move, but only stand.

Every entity is contained within the scope of 8,400,000 species
of life; some of them are moving and some of them are inert. In
all cases, however, the seed of their life is Krsna.

As stated in the Vedic literature (Taittiriya Upanisad 3.1.1),
yato va imani bhutani jayante: "Brahman, or the Supreme
Absolute Truth, is that from which everything is emanating."



Srila Prabhupada

Krsna is Parabrahman, the Supreme Spirit. Brahman is
impersonal and Parabrahman is personal.

Impersonal Brahman is situated in the personal aspect—that is
stated in Bhagavad-gita (14.27): brahmano hi pratisthaham.

Theretfore, originally, Krsna is the source of everything. He is
the root.

As the root of a tree maintains the whole tree, Krsna, being the
original root of all things, maintains everything in this material
manitestation.

This is also confirmed in the Vedic literature (Katha Upanisad
2.2.13):



Srila Prabhupada

nityo nityanam cetanas cetananam
eko bahinam yo vidadhati kaman

* He is the prime eternal among all eternals. He is the supreme
living entity of all living entities, and He alone is maintaining

all life.

* Omne cannot do anything without intelligence, and Krsna also
says that He is the root of all intelligence.

* Unless a person is intelligent he cannot understand the
Supreme Personality of Godhead, Krsna.



Section-II — Knowing Krsna’s Material and Spiritual Energies (4-
12)

| 7.11 ||
balam balavatam caham
kama-raga-vivarjitam
dharmaviruddho bhutesu
kamo 'smi bharatarsabha

[ am the strength of the strong (balam balavatam cahar) which
is devoid of desire and excessive craving (kama-raga-vivarjitam). I
am that lust (bhiuitesu kamo asmi) which is for producing

offspring  (dharma  aviruddho), O best of Bharata
(bharatarsabha).



Baladeva

Kama means desire for maintaining ones life and for material
objects.

Raga means that, after having attained ones desired object, one
still hankers for additional things.

Another name for raga is excessive thirst for material
enjoyment, which contaminates the consciousness.

Strength devoid of kima and raga enables one to perform ones
prescribed duties properly.

[ am kama which is only for the purpose of producing
oftspring through ones wite (dharma aviruddhah kamah).



Srila Prabhupada

The strong man's strength should be applied to protect the
weak, not for personal aggression.

Similarly, sex lite, according to religious principles (dharma),
should be for the propagation of children, not otherwise.

The responsibility of parents is then to make their offspring
Krsna conscious.



Section-1I — Knowing Krsna’s Material and Spiritual Energies (4-
12)

1 7.12
ye caiva sattvika bhava
rajasas tamasas ca ye
matta eveti tan viddhi
na tv aham tesu te mayi

Know (viddhi) that all things in sattva, rajas and tamas (ye caiva
sattvika bhava rajasas tamasas ca ye) come from Me (matta eva).
[ am not dependent on them (na tv aham tesu), but they are
dependent on Me (te mayi).



SVCT

The expressions of My powers (vibhiiti), being the cause of things
or the essence of things and being the living entities such as
Raksasas have thus been mentioned to some degrees. There is no
need to list these more extensively.

All things are dependent on Me, and are an expression of My
power.

Those things (bhava) in the mode of goodness, like sense and mind
control and the devatas; those things in the mode of passion, such
as lust and pride, and the asuras like Hiranyakasipu; and those
things in the mode of ignorance like lamentation, illusion and the
Raksasas—these are all the products of the gunas of prakrti
belonging to Me.

I do not exist in them: I do not depend on them like the jivas. But
they exist in Me: they are dependent on Me.



Srila Prabhupada

All material activities in the world are being conducted under the
three modes of material nature. Although these material modes of
nature are emanations from the Supreme Lord, Krsna, He is not
subject to them.

For instance, under the state laws one may be punished, but the
king, the lawmaker, is not subject to that law.

Similarly, all the modes of material nature—goodness, passion and
ignorance—are emanations from the Supreme Lord, Krsna, but
Krsna is not subject to material nature.

Therefore He is nirguna, which means that these gunas, or modes,
although issuing from Him, do not attect Him.

That is one of the special characteristics of Bhagavan, or the
Supreme Personality of Godhead.



Section-III — Krsna controls the Modes — So Surrender (13-14)

1 7.13 ||
tribhir guna-mayair bhavair
ebhih sarvam idam jagat
mohitarm nabhijanati
mam ebhyah param avyayam

The whole world (sarvam idam jagat), bewildered by the
transformations of three gunas (ebhih tribhir guna-mayair
bhavair mohitarn), does not know Me (mam na abhijanati),
possessed of unchanging spiritual qualities (avyayam), who am
untouched by all of the products of the gunas (ebhyah param).



Baladeva

Having shown His svaripa which is the worthy object of
meditation, distinct from His two energies (inferior and
superior prakrti), the Lord in three verses explains the cause of
ignorance of His svaripa—attachment to the inferior energy.

All the jivas ot this universe, taking up forms ot deva, asura,
human and so forth (saravam idam jagat), have lost their
power of discrimination (mohitam) by the states of existence
(bhavaih) made of sattva, rajas and tamas, the effects of My
material gunas previously explained (ebhih tribhih guna
mayaih); by these states in which the jivas are subject to birth
(and body) and to transformation at every moment; by these
states where the jivas are situated in various bodies, senses and
sense objects in accordance with their karmas.



Baladeva

* They are envious of Me, Krsna, possessed of untailing nature,
not liable to fall into the state experience of the jivas
(avyayam); they are envious of Me, the lord of all beings, tull
of condensed knowledge and bliss, an ocean of infinite
auspicious qualities, who am untouched (param) by all the
jivas in the gunas (ebhyah).



Srila Prabhupada

The whole world is enchanted by the three modes of material
nature. Those who are bewildered by these three modes cannot
understand that transcendental to this material nature is the
Supreme Lord, Krsna.

Every living entity under the influence of material nature has a
particular type of body and a particular type of psychological and
biological activities accordingly.

There are four classes of men functioning in the three material
modes of nature.

Those who are purely in the mode of goodness are called
brahmanas. Those who are purely in the mode of passion are called
ksatriyas. Those who are in the modes of both passion and
ignorance are called vaisyas. Those who are completely in
ignorance are called studras.




Srila Prabhupada
And those who are less than that are animals or animal life.

However, these designations are not permanent. I may either
be a brahmana, ksatriya, vaiSya or whatever-in any case, this
life is temporary.

But although life is temporary and we do not know what we
are going to be in the next life, by the spell of this illusory
energy we consider ourselves in terms of this bodily
conception of life, and we thus think that we are American,
Indian, Russian, or brahmana. Hindu, Muslim, etc.

And it we become entangled with the modes of material
nature, then we forget the Supreme Personality of Godhead
who is behind all these modes.



Srila Prabhupada

So Lord Krsna says that living entities deluded by these three
modes of nature do not understand that behind the material
background is the Supreme Personality of Godhead.

There are many ditferent kinds of living entities—human
beings, demigods, animals, etc.—and each and every one of
them is under the influence of material nature, and all of them
have forgotten the transcendent Personality of Godhead.

Those who are in the modes of passion and ignorance, and
even those who are in the mode of goodness, cannot go

beyond the impersonal Brahman conception of the Absolute
Truth.



Srila Prabhupada

* They are bewildered before the Supreme Lord in His personal
teature, which possesses all beauty, opulence, knowledge,
strength, fame and renunciation.

* When even those who are in goodness cannot understand,
what hope is there for those in passion and ignorance?

 Krsna consciousness is transcendental to all these three modes
of material nature, and those who are truly established in
Krsna consciousness are actually liberated.



Section-I1I — Krsna controls the Modes — So Surrender (13-14)

1 7.14 ||
daivi hy esa guna-mayi
mama maya duratyaya
mam eva ye prapadyante
mayam etam taranti te

My maya made of the gunas (esa mama guna-mayi maya), fit for

jivas’ pleasure (daivi), is hard to surpass (duratyaya), but those
who surrender to Me alone (mam eva ye prapadyante) can cross
over maya (mayam etar taranti te).



SVCT

“Then how will they be delivered from this bewilderment of
the three modes?”

The word daivi comes from deva, which means “those who
sport with sense enjoyment.”

[t refers to the jivas.

Thus daiva makes it possessive: that belonging to the jivas for
their pleasure.

Daivi therefore means that which bewilders the jivas.



SVCT

This maya is the bewilderer of the jivas who enjoy sense
objects (daivi).

It is made of the gunas, and by implication, it is a great noose
of three strands (guna means rope).

This maya, the external energy, belongs to Me, the Supreme
Lord.

[t is ditficult to surpass. As a noose, it is impossible for anyone
to untie or to cut it.

Touching His chest, the Lord says, “Have faith in My words.
Anyone who surrenders unto Me, the form of Syamasundara,
crosses over this maya.”



Srila Prabhupada

The Supreme Personality of Godhead has innumerable energies,
and all these energies are divine.

Although the living entities are part of His energies and are
therefore divine, due to contact with material energy their original
superior power is covered.

Being thus covered by material energy, one cannot possibly
overcome its influence.

As previously stated, both the material and spiritual natures, being
emanations from the Supreme Personality of Godhead, are eternal.

The living entities belong to the eternal superior nature of the Lord,
but due to contamination by the inferior nature, matter, their
illusion is also eternal.



Srila Prabhupada

The conditioned soul is therefore called nitya-baddha, or eternally
conditioned.

No one can trace out the history of his becoming conditioned at a
certain date in material history.

Consequently, his release from the clutches of material nature is
very difficult, even though that material nature is an inferior
energy, because material energy is ultimately conducted by the
supreme will, which the living entity cannot overcome.

Inferior, material nature is detined herein as divine nature due to its
divine connection and movement by the divine will.

Being conducted by divine will, material nature, although inferior,
acts so wonderfully in the construction and destruction of the
cosmic manifestation.



Srila Prabhupada

The Vedas contirm this as follows: mayam tu prakrtimh vidyan
mayinam tu mahesvaram. "Although maya [illusion] is false or
temporary, the background of maya is the supreme magician,
the Personality of Godhead, who is Mahesvara, the supreme
controller." (Svetasvatara Upanisad 4.10)

Another meaning of guna is rope; it is to be understood that
the conditioned soul is tightly tied by the ropes of illusion.

A man bound by the hands and feet cannot free himselt—he
must be helped by a person who is unbound.

Because the bound cannot help the bound, the rescuer must be
liberated.



Srila Prabhupada

Theretore, only Lord Krsna, or His bona fide representative the
spiritual master, can release the conditioned soul. Without
such superior help, one cannot be freed from the bondage of
material nature.

Devotional service, or Krsna consciousness, can help one gain
such release. Krsna, being the Lord of the illusory energy, can
order this insurmountable energy to release the conditioned
soul. He orders this release out of His causeless mercy on the
surrendered soul and out of His paternal atfection for the
living entity, who is originally a beloved son of the Lord.

Therefore surrender unto the lotus feet of the Lord is the only
means to get free from the clutches of the stringent material
nature.



Srila Prabhupada
The words mam eva are also significant.
Mam means unto Krsna (Visnu) only, and not Brahma or Siva.
Although Brahma and Siva are greatly elevated and are almost
on the level of Visnu, it is not possible for such incarnations ot
rajo-guna (passion) and tamo-guna (ignorance) to release the

conditioned soul from the clutches of maya.

In other words, both Brahma and Siva are also under the
influence of maya.



Srila Prabhupada

Only Visnu is the master of maya; theretore He alone can give
release to the conditioned soul.

The Vedas (Svetasvatara Upanisad 3.8) confirm this in the
phrase tam eva viditva, or "Freedom is possible only by
understanding Krsna."

Even Lord Siva affirms that liberation can be achieved only by
the mercy of Visnu. Lord Siva says, mukti-pradata sarvesam
visnur eva na sams$ayah: "There is no doubt that Visnu is the
deliverer of liberation for everyone."



Section-IV — The Impious never Surrender, but the Pious Do
(15-19)

1 7.15 ||
na mam duskrtino madhah
prapadyante naradhamah
mayayapahrta-jiana
asuram bhavam asritah

The tfalsely intelligent (duskrtinah), consisting ot the animalistic
humans engrossed solely in material pleasure (mudhah), the
condemned humans who give up bhakti after practicing it
(naradhamah), the deluded theists who think My body is material
(mayaya apahrta-jnana), and the demons who attack My form
(asuram bhavam asritah), do not surrender to Me (na mam
prapadyante).




SVCT

“Do not the wise then surrender unto You?”

Yes, those who are wise surrender to Me but those who only
think themselves wise do not.

Dusta means evil or spoiled, and krtinah means clever.

Those who have evil intelligence (duskrtinah) are of four
types.

One is the miudhah, the tool equal to an animal. He pursues
only (animalistic) enjoyment through his work.



SVCT

e It is said:
nunam daivena vihata
ye cacyuta-katha-sudham
hitva srmvanty asad-gathah
purisam iva vid-bhujah

Struck by fate (daivena vihata), rejecting the nectar of topics of
the Lord (acyuta-katha-sudham hitva), they hear material topics
(Srnvanty asad-gathah), like pigs eating rubbish (purisam iva
vid-bhujah). SB 3.32.19



SVCT

Others are naradhamas. For some time, they attain the status
of a human by accepting the process ot bhakti, but they then
reject it by their own will, thinking that it is not usetul as a
practice for attaining their goals.

They become the lowest beings (adhama) because of giving up
bhakti (after attaining it).

Others, though having studied the scriptures, have their
knowledge stolen by maya.

They think that Narayana residing in Vaikuntha is obtainable
by constant bhakti, but not Krsna or Rama, whom they
consider humans.



SVCT

[t is said, avajananti mam mtdha manusim tanum asritam (BG
9.11).

These fools think that I have a human body.

This means that though they surrender to Me (in some forms),
they actually do not surrender to Me.

Others take shelter of the mood of the asuras.
Asuras like Jarasandha, seeing My form, attack it with arrows.
They even try to destroy My form in Vaikuntha by their bad

arguments, based on faulty logic such as insisting on visible
prootf. They do not surrender at all.



Srila Prabhupada

It is said in Bhagavad-gita that simply by surrendering oneself unto
the lotus feet of the Supreme Personality Krsna one can surmount
the stringent laws of material nature.

At this point a question arises: How is it that educated
philosophers, scientists, businessmen, administrators and all the
leaders of ordinary men do not surrender to the lotus feet of Sri
Krsna, the all-powertul Personality of Godhead?

Mukti, or liberation from the laws of material nature, is sought by
the leaders of mankind in ditferent ways and with great plans and
perseverance for a great many years and births.

But if that liberation is possible by simply surrendering unto the
lotus teet of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, then why don't
these intelligent and hard-working leaders adopt this simple
method?



Srila Prabhupada
* The Gita answers this question very frankly.

* Those really learned leaders of society like Brahma, Siva,
Kapila, the Kumaras, Manu, Vyasa, Devala, Asita, Janaka,
Prahlada, Bali, and later on Madhvacarya, Ramanujacarya, Sri
Caitanya and many others—who are faithtul philosophers,
politicians, educators, scientists, etc.—surrender to the lotus
teet of the Supreme Person, the all-powertul authority.

* Those who are not actually philosophers, scientists, educators,
administrators, etc., but who pose themselves as such for

material gain, do not accept the plan or path ot the Supreme
Lord.



Srila Prabhupada

They have no idea of God; they simply manutfacture their own
worldly plans and consequently complicate the problems of
material existence in their vain attempts to solve them.

Because material energy (nature) is so powertful, it can resist
the unauthorized plans of the atheists and battle the
knowledge ot "planning commissions."



Srila Prabhupada

They have no idea of God; they simply manutfacture their own
worldly plans and consequently complicate the problems of
material existence in their vain attempts to solve them.

Because material energy (nature) is so powertful, it can resist
the unauthorized plans of the atheists and battle the
knowledge ot "planning commissions."



Srila Prabhupada

The atheistic planmakers are described herein by the word
duskrtinah, or "miscreants."

Krti means one who has performed meritorious work.

The atheist planmaker is sometimes very intelligent and
meritorious also, because any gigantic plan, good or bad, must
take intelligence to execute.

But because the atheist's brain is improperly utilized in
opposing the plan of the Supreme Lord, the atheistic
planmaker is called duskrti, which indicates that his
intelligence and efforts are misdirected.



Srila Prabhupada

In the Gita it is clearly mentioned that material energy works tfully under
the direction of the Supreme Lord. It has no independent authority.

It works as the shadow moves, in accordance with the movements of the
object.

But still material energy is very powerful, and the atheist, due to his
godless temperament, cannot know how it works; nor can he know the
plan of the Supreme Lord.

Under illusion and the modes of passion and ignorance, all his plans are
baftled, as in the case of Hiranyakasipu and Ravana, whose plans were
smashed to dust although they were both materially learned as scientists,
philosophers, administrators and educators.

These duskrtinas, or miscreants, are of four ditferent patterns, as outlined
below.



Srila Prabhupada

(1) The mudhas are those who are grossly tfoolish, like
hardworking beasts of burden.

They want to enjoy the fruits of their labor by themselves, and
so do not want to part with them for the Supreme.

The typical example of the beast of burden is the ass. This
humble beast is made to work very hard by his master.

The ass does not really know for whom he works so hard day
and night. He remains satistied by filling his stomach with a
bundle of grass, sleeping for a while under fear of being beaten
by his master, and satistying his sex appetite at the risk of
being repeatedly kicked by the opposite party.




Srila Prabhupada

The ass sings poetry and philosophy sometimes, but this
braying sound only disturbs others.

This is the position of the foolish fruitive worker who does not
know for whom he should work.

He does not know that karma (action) is meant for yajna
(sacrifice).

Most often, those who work very hard day and night to clear
the burden of self-created duties say that they have no time to
hear of the immortality of the living being.



Srila Prabhupada

To such mudhas, material gains, which are destructible, are lite's all in
all-despite the fact that the mtidhas enjoy only a very small fraction of the
fruit of labor.

Sometimes they spend sleepless days and nights for fruitive gain, and
although they may have ulcers or indigestion, they are satistied with
practically no food; they are simply absorbed in working hard day and
night for the benetfit of illusory masters. Ignorant of their real master, the
foolish workers waste their valuable time serving mammon.

Unfortunately, they never surrender to the supreme master of all masters,
nor do they take time to hear of Him from the proper sources.

The swine who eat the night soil do not care to accept sweetmeats made
of sugar and ghee. Similarly, the foolish worker will untiringly continue
to hear ot the sense-enjoyable tidings of the flickering mundane world,
but will have very little time to hear about the eternal living force that
moves the material world.



Srila Prabhupada

(2) Another class of duskrti, or miscreant, is called the naradhama, or the
lowest of mankind.

Nara means human being, and adhama means the lowest.

Out of the 8,400,000 ditferent species ot living beings, there are 400,000
human species. Out of these there are numerous lower forms of human
life that are mostly uncivilized.

The civilized human beings are those who have regulative principles of
social, political and religious life.

Those who are socially and politically developed but who have no
religious principles must be considered naradhamas.

Nor is religion without God religion, because the purpose of tollowing
religious principles is to know the Supreme Truth and man's relation
with Him.



Srila Prabhupada

In the Gita the Personality of Godhead clearly states that there is no
authority above Him and that He is the Supreme Truth.

The civilized form of human life is meant for man's reviving the lost
consciousness of his eternal relation with the Supreme Truth, the
Personality of Godhead Sri Krsna, who is all-powerful.

Whoever loses this chance is classified as a naradhama.

We get information from revealed scriptures that when the baby is in the
mother's womb (an extremely uncomfortable situation) he prays to God
for deliverance and promises to worship Him alone as soon as he gets
out.

To pray to God when he is in difficulty is a natural instinct in every living
being because he is eternally related with God. But after his deliverance,
the child forgets the difficulties of birth and forgets his deliverer also,
being influenced by maya, the illusory energy.



Srila Prabhupada

[t is the duty of the guardians of children to revive the divine
consciousness dormant in them.

The ten processes of reformatory ceremonies, as enjoined in
the Manu-smrti, which is the guide to religious principles, are
meant for reviving God consciousness in the system of
varnasrama.

However, no process is strictly followed now in any part of the
world, and therefore 99.9 percent of the population is
naradhama.



Srila Prabhupada

When the whole population becomes naradhama, naturally all
their so-called education is made null and void by the all-
powerful energy of physical nature.

According to the standard of the Gita, a learned man is he who
sees on equal terms the learned brahmana, the dog. the cow,
the elephant and the dog-eater. That is the vision of a true
devotee.

Sri Nityananda Prabhu, who is the incarnation of Godhead as
divine master, delivered the typical naradhamas, the brothers
Jagai and Madhai, and showed how the mercy of a real devotee
is bestowed upon the lowest of mankind. So the nariddhama
who is condemned by the Personality of Godhead can again
revive his spiritual consciousness only by the mercy of a
devotee.



Srila Prabhupada

* Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu, in propagating the bhiagavata-
dharma, or activities of the devotees, has recommended that
people submissively hear the message of the Personality of
Godhead. The essence of this message is Bhagavad-gita.

* The lowest amongst human beings can be delivered by this
submissive hearing process only, but unfortunately they even
refuse to give an aural reception to these messages, and what
to speak of surrendering to the will of the Supreme Lord?

* Naradhamas, or the lowest of mankind, willtully neglect the
prime duty of the human being.



Srila Prabhupada

(3) The next class of duskrti is called mayayapahrta-jianah, or
those persons whose erudite knowledge has been nullitied by
the influence of illusory material energy.

They are mostly very learned fellows—great philosophers,
poets, literati, scientists, etc.—but the illusory energy
misguides them, and theretore they disobey the Supreme Lord.

There are a great number of mayayapahrta-jianah at the
present moment, even amongst the scholars of the Bhagavad-
gita.

In the Gita, in plain and simple language, it is stated that Sri
Krsna is the Supreme Personality of Godhead. There is none
equal to or greater than Him.



Srila Prabhupada

He is mentioned as the father of Brahma, the original father of all human
beings.

In fact, Sri Krsna is said to be not only the father of Brahma but also the
father of all species of life.

He is the root of the impersonal Brahman and Paramatma; the Supersoul
in every entity is His plenary portion.

He is the fountainhead of everything, and everyone is advised to
surrender unto His lotus feet.

Despite all these clear statements, the mayayapahrta-jnanah deride the
personality of the Supreme Lord and consider Him merely another
human being.

They do not know that the blessed form of human life is designed after
the eternal and transcendental feature of the Supreme Lord.



Srila Prabhupada

* All the unauthorized interpretations of the Gita by the class of
mayayapahrta-jianah, outside the purview of the parampara
system, are so many stumbling blocks on the path of spiritual
understanding.

* The deluded interpreters do not surrender unto the lotus feet
of Sr1 Krsna, nor do they teach others to follow this principle.



Srila Prabhupada

(4) The last class of duskrti is called asurarn bhavam asritah, or
those of demonic principles. This class is openly atheistic.

Some of them argue that the Supreme Lord can never descend upon
this material world, but they are unable to give any tangible reasons
as to why not.

There are others who make Him subordinate to the impersonal
teature, although the opposite is declared in the Gita.

Envious of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, the atheist will
present a number of illicit incarnations manufactured in the factory
of his brain.

Such persons, whose very principle of life is to decry the
Personality of Godhead, cannot surrender unto the lotus feet of Sri
Krsna.



Srila Prabhupada

* Sr1 Yamunacarya Albandaru of South India said, "O my Lord!
You are unknowable to persons involved with atheistic
principles, despite Your uncommon qualities, features and
activities, despite Your personality's being confirmed by all the
revealed scriptures in the quality of goodness, and despite
Your being acknowledged by the famous authorities renowned
for their depth of knowledge in the transcendental science and
situated in the godly qualities."

* Theretore, (1) grossly foolish persons, (2) the lowest of
mankind, (3) the deluded speculators, and (4) the professed
atheists, as above mentioned, never surrender unto the lotus
teet of the Personality of Godhead in spite of all scriptural and
authoritative advice.



Section-1V — The Impious never Surrender, but the Pious Do
(15-19)

Il 7.16 ||
catur-vidha bhajante mam
janah sukrtino 'rjuna
arto jijiasur artharthi
jiani ca bharatarsabha

Four types of religious persons (catur-vidha sukrtino janah)
worship Me (marh bhajante), O Arjuna (arjuna): the sufterer, the
inquirer, the enjoyer and the jiani (arto jijiasur artharthi jiani
ca).



SVCT

“Then, who worships You?” Four types worship Me. Those who
follow the rules ot varnasrama (sukrtinah), worship Me.

Among them some desire reliet from attliction, from calamities like
sickness; some desire knowledge of atma or desire knowledge of
scriptures with grammar; and some desire enjoyment in this life
and the next with land, elephants, horses, women, gold and other
such things. These persons worship Me. These three are sakama
grhasthas.

The fourth type, the jnani, a sannyasi with pure heart who
worships Me with devotion, is niskdma, without material desire.

Note: In this definition the jnani does not have a desire for
liberation. The devotee desiring liberation is mentioned at the end
of the chapter as a sakima-bhakta.



SVCT

These four types of devotees, qualified for pradhani bhiuta
bhakti (in which bhakti is the principle component), have
been enumerated.

The first three types of persons have karma-misra-bhakti. The
tourth type has jiana-misra-bhakti.

Later in the book, yoga-misra-bhakti will also be described in
verse like sarva dvarani samyamya (BG 8.12).

But kevala bhakti, unmixed with karma or jiana, was also
described in the beginning of this chapter with the words
mayyasakta manah partha (BG 7.1).



SVCT

Kevala bhakti will also be described in the eighth chapter with
ananya cetdh satatam (BG 8.14), in the ninth with
mahatmanas tu mam partha (BG 9.13) and with ananyas
cintayanto mam (BG 9.22).

The Lord describes these two types of bhakti, pradhani bhuta
and kevala bhakti, in the middle six chapters of the Gita.

A third type ot bl

bhakti is a second

nakti, guni bhaita bhakti (processes in which
ary element) is seen in the karmis, jianis and

yogis, who pred

ominantly desire results for their actions

(bhukti and mukti).
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Because of the lack of predominance of bhakti, and instead a
predominance of karma, jidna or yoga, this guni bhuita bhakti
it is not classed as bhakti.

As things should be classed by predominance of quality, these
processes are classed as karma, jnana and yoga, and the
practitioners are not classed as bhaktas, but as karmis, jianis
Or yogls.

The result of sakama-karma is Svarga, the result of niskama-
karma is jiana-yoga, and the result of jidna and astanga-yoga
is nirvana moksa, impersonal liberation.
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The results of the two types of pradhani bhuta bhakti are
described as follows.

Among the types of pradhani bhaita bhakti, the first three are
karma-misra-bhakti, or sakama-bhakti.

The result of this bhakti is attainment of the respective desires
(deliverance from suffering, attainment of scriptural
knowledge with materialistic method, gain of material
benefits).

And after that, because the superior nature of their object of
worship (the Lord), those devotees attain liberation in the
form of salokya (attaining the same planet) with predominance
of happiness and powers (sukha and aisvarya).
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And there is no fall down as in the case of exhausting

enjoyment in Svarga as a result of karma. It will be said,
“Those who worship Me come to Me.” (BG 9.25)

The result of jiana-misra-bhakti, which is superior to the
other three types, is santa rati (bhava), as in the case of Sanaka
and others.

Sometimes, because of exceptional mercy ot the Lord and His
devotee, the result of jnana-misra-bhakti is the supreme
position of prema, as in the case of Sukadeva.

It sakama-bhakti (the first three types) becomes niskdma,
without desires, the result is jiana-misra-bhakti, and the result
of that jidana-misra-bhakti is as stated above ($anta-rati).
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Sometimes, those who have jiana-misra-bhakti or karma-misra-bhakti
attain prema in dasya and higher rasas on their own (with no apparent
association of devotees in this life), because of influence of association
with devotees in previous lives.

However, that prema is predominated by a mood of reverence (aisvarya).

The result of pure bhakti unmixed with jiana, karma or yoga, called
ananya bhakti akificana bhakti or uttama bhakti, which has many types,
is that one becomes an associate of the Lord with dasya, sakhya, and
other rasas.

This is explained elaborately in the commentaries on the Bhagavatam. As
it is a matter related to the topic at hand, the distinctions in perfected
bhakti have been briefly discussed.

[Note: Though the topic is sidhana, the results of sadhya, prema, are also
described here to illustrate the difference in the sidhanas. |



Srila Prabhupada

Unlike the miscreants, these are adherents of the regulative
principles of the scriptures, and they are called sukrtinah, or
those who obey the rules and regulations of scriptures, the
moral and social laws, and are, more or less, devoted to the
Supreme Lord.

Out of these there are four classes of men—those who are
sometimes distressed, those who are in need of money, those
who are sometimes inquisitive, and those who are sometimes
searching after knowledge of the Absolute Truth.

These persons come to the Supreme Lord for devotional
service under difterent conditions.



Srila Prabhupada

* These are not pure devotees, because they have some
aspiration to fulfill in exchange for devotional service.

* Pure devotional service is without aspiration and without
desire for material profit. The Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu (1.1.11)
defines pure devotion thus: (anyabhilasita-stnyar)

"One should render transcendental loving service to the Supreme
Lord Krsna favorably and without desire for material profit or
gain through fruitive activities or philosophical speculation. That
is called pure devotional service.“

* When these four kinds of persons come to the Supreme Lord
for devotional service and are completely purified by the
association ot a pure devotee, they also become pure devotees.
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As far as the miscreants are concerned, for them devotional
service is very difficult because their lives are selfish, irregular
and without spiritual goals.

But even some of them, by chance, when they come in contact
with a pure devotee, also become pure devotees.

Those who are always busy with fruitive activities come to the
Lord in material distress and at that time associate with pure
devotees and become, in their distress, devotees of the Lord.

Those who are simply frustrated also come sometimes to
associate with the pure devotees and become inquisitive to
know about God.



Srila Prabhupada

Similarly, when the dry philosophers are frustrated in every field of
knowledge, they sometimes want to learn of God, and they come to the
Supreme Lord to render devotional service and thus transcend
knowledge of the impersonal Brahman and the localized Paramatma and
come to the personal conception of Godhead by the grace of the Supreme
Lord or His pure devotee.

On the whole, when the distressed, the inquisitive, the seekers of
knowledge, and those who are in need of money are free from all material
desires, and when they tully understand that material remuneration has
nothing to do with spiritual improvement, they become pure devotees.

As long as such a puritied stage is not attained, devotees in
transcendental service to the Lord are tainted with fruitive activities, the
search for mundane knowledge, etc.

So one has to transcend all this before one can come to the stage of pure
devotional service.



Section-1V — The Impious never Surrender, but the Pious Do
(15-19)

1 7.17 ||
tesam jiani nitya-yukta
eka-bhaktir visisyate
priyo hi jianino 'tyartham
aharm sa ca mama priyah

Ot these four types (tesam), the jiani (jiiani), who is constantly
engaged in thinking of Me (nitya-yukta), who is practicing bhakti
alone (eka-bhaktir), is the best (visisyate). I am cherished by that
jiani (priyo hi jhanino 'tyartham), and he is cherished by Me
(aharh sa ca mama priyah).
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Among these four types who are qualified with bhakti (those
with pradhani bhaita bhakti), who is the best?

Among them the jiiani is the best.

He is absorbed in Me constantly (nitya-yukta).

This means that because his consciousness has been brought
under control by practice of jiiana, he has full concentration in
the mind.

The other three types do not have this quality.

“But does the jiiani just worship you out of fear that his jfiana
will be ineffective without bhakti?”
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No, he has a predominance of bhakti (eka-bhaktih), not like
other jianis who have a predominance of jhana; or the
meaning can be “He has great attachment to the process of
bhakti alone, and is a jfiani in name only.”

I, in the form of Syamasundara, am exceedingly (atyartham)
dear to such a jiani.

He cannot give Me up either in the stage of sadhana or
perfection.

[ also hold him very dear.

This is according to the reasoning that I respond to the devotee
in proportion to his amount of surrender to Me.



Srila Prabhupada

Free from all contaminations of material desires, the
distressed, the inquisitive, the penniless and the seeker after
supreme knowledge can all become pure devotees.

But out of them, he who is in knowledge of the Absolute Truth
and free from all material desires becomes a really pure
devotee of the Lord.

And of the four orders, the devotee who is in full knowledge
and is at the same time engaged in devotional service is, the
Lord says, the best.

By searching after knowledge one realizes that his self is
ditferent from his material body, and when further advanced
he comes to the knowledge of impersonal Brahman and
Paramatma.



Srila Prabhupada

When one is fully puritied, he realizes that his constitutional
position is to be the eternal servant of God.

So by association with pure devotees the inquisitive, the
distressed, the seeker after material amelioration and the man
in knowledge all become themselves pure.

But in the preparatory stage, the man who is in full knowledge
of the Supreme Lord and is at the same time executing
devotional service is very dear to the Lord.

He who is situated in pure knowledge of the transcendence of
the Supreme Personality of God is so protected in devotional
service that material contamination cannot touch him.



Section-1V — The Impious never Surrender, but the Pious Do
(15-19)

I 7.18 ||
udarah sarva evaite
jhani tv atmaiva me matam
asthitah sa hi yuktatma
mam evanuttamam gatim

They are all exalted (ete sarva udarah eva), but the jiani is My
soul (jiani tv atma eva), because he is tirmly convinced (asthitah
sa hi yuktatma) that I alone am the highest goal (mam eva
anuttamar gatim). That is My opinion (me matam).
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“Then, that means that the other three are not dear to You?”
No, they are all dear to Me.
Those who worship Me, accepting objects they have desired,
but which I wanted to give them anyway, are certainly dear to

Me, who have attection for My devotees.

This is because 1 give generously to them. But the jhani is
Myself.

He worships Me and does not desire anything at all from Me,
neither Svarga nor moksa.

Thus I am dependent on him: he is My soul. This is My
opinion.
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* This is because he is firmly convinced (asthitah) that I alone in
the form of Syamasundara, not My impersonal aspect as
brahma-nirvana, am the highest goal (anuttamarm gatim) to be
attained.

* The jiani, who has a predominance of bhakti and no material
desires, is considered by the attectionate Lord as His own self.

* But the kevala bhakta, the pure devotee, is considered by the
Lord to be dearer than His very self.
na tatha me priyatama atma-yonir na Sankarah
na ca sankarsano na $rir naivatma ca yatha bhavan

My dear Uddhava, neither Lord Brahma, Lord Siva, Lord
Sankarsana, the goddess of fortune nor indeed My own self are as
dear to Me as you are. SB 11.14.15



SVCT
naham atmanam asase mad-bhaktaih sadhubhir vina

O best of the brahmanas, without saintly persons for whom I am
the only destination, I do not desire to enjoy My transcendental
bliss and My supreme opulences. SB 9.4.64

atmaramo 'py ariramat

Smiling upon hearing these despondent words from the gopis,
Lord Krsna, the supreme master of all masters of mystic yoga,
mercifully enjoyed with them, although He is self-satistied. SB
10.29.42



Srila Prabhupada

[t is not that devotees who are less complete in knowledge are not
dear to the Lord.

The Lord says that all are magnanimous because anyone who
comes to the Lord for any purpose is called a mahatma, or great
soul.

The devotees who want some benefit out of devotional service are
accepted by the Lord because there is an exchange of attection.

Out of affection they ask the Lord for some material benetit, and
when they get it they become so satistied that they also advance in
devotional service.

But the devotee in full knowledge is considered to be very dear to
the Lord because his only purpose is to serve the Supreme Lord
with love and devotion.



Srila Prabhupada

* Such a devotee cannot live a second without contacting or serving
the Supreme Lord.

* Similarly, the Supreme Lord is very fond of His devotee and cannot
be separated from him.
* In the Srimad-Bhagavatam (9.4.68), the Lord says:
sadhavo hrdayam mahyar
sadhtinam hrdayar tv aham
mad-anyat te na jananti
naham tebhyo manag api

"The devotees are always in My heart, and I am always in the hearts of
the devotees. The devotee does not know anything beyond Me, and 1
also cannot forget the devotee. There is a very intimate relationship
between Me and the pure devotees. Pure devotees in full knowledge
are never out of spiritual touch, and therefore they are very much dear
to Me."



Section-1V — The Impious never Surrender, but the Pious Do
(15-19)

Il 7.19 ||
bahtinam janmanam ante
jiianavan marh prapadyate
vasudevah sarvam iti
sa mahatma su-durlabhah

The jriani (jhanavan), seeing Vasudeva everywhere (vasudevah
sarvam iti), surrenders to Me through devotee association (marn
prapadyate) after many births (bahtinam janmanam ante). He
has a steady mind (sah mahatma) and is very rare (su-

durlabhah).
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“You say that this jnani is fixed in You as the supreme goal.
Consequently this jiani bhakta attains You. But after how long does a
jnani become qualified as a devotee?”

He who possesses knowledge, seeing Vasudeva everywhere, after many
births surrenders to Me.

Such a saintly person surrenders to Me through chance association with
devotees.

That jiani-bhakta has a very steady mind (mahatma), and is very rare.

As I have said, manusyanar sahasresu, out of thousands, one person may
know Me in truth.

What to speak of the rarity then, of the kevala or ekanta bhakta? Such a
person 1s even rarer.



Srila Prabhupada

The living entity, while executing devotional service or
transcendental rituals after many, many births, may actually
become situated in transcendental pure knowledge that the
Supreme Personality of Godhead is the ultimate goal of
spiritual realization.

In the beginning of spiritual realization, while one is trying to
give up one's attachment to materialism, there is some leaning
towards impersonalism, but when one is further advanced he
can understand that there are activities in the spiritual life and
that these activities constitute devotional service.

Realizing this, he becomes attached to the Supreme Personality
of Godhead and surrenders to Him.



Srila Prabhupada

At such a time one can understand that Lord Sri Krsna's mercy
is everything, that He is the cause of all causes, and that this
material manifestation is not independent from Him.

He realizes the material world to be a perverted reflection of
spiritual variegatedness and realizes that in everything there is
a relationship with the Supreme Lord Krsna.

Thus he thinks of everything in relation to Vasudeva, or Sri
Krsna.

Such a universal vision of Vasudeva precipitates one's full
surrender to the Supreme Lord Sri Krsna as the highest goal.
Such surrendered great souls are very rare.



Srila Prabhupada

* This verse is very nicely explained in the Third Chapter (verses
14 and 15) of the Svetasvatara Upanisad:
sahasra-$irsa purusah
sahasraksah sahasra-pat
sa bhumim visvato vrtva-
tyatisthad dasangulam

purusa evedar sarvarm
yad bhutarn yac ca bhavyam

utamrtatvasyesano

yad annenatirohati
"Lord Visnu has thousands of heads, thousands of eyes and
thousands of feet. Entirely encompassing the whole universe, He
still extends beyond it by ten fingers' breadth. He is in fact this
entire universe. He is all that was and all that will be. He is the
Lord of immortality and of all that is nourished by food."



Srila Prabhupada

* In the Chandogya Upanisad (5.1.15) it is said, na vai vaco na
caksiimsi na Srotrani na manamsity acaksate prana iti
evacaksate prano hy evaitani sarvani bhavanti: "In the body
of a living being neither the power to speak, nor the power to
see, nor the power to hear, nor the power to think is the prime
factor; it is the life air which is the center of all activities."

* Similarly Lord Vasudeva, or the Personality of Godhead, Lord
Sri Krsna, is the prime entity in everything.

* And because Viasudeva is all-pervading and everything is
Vasudeva, the devotee surrenders in full knowledge (ct.

Bhagavad-gita 7.17 and 11.40).



Section-V — Surrender to Demigods and impersonalism (20-25)

I 7.20 ||
kamais tais tair hrta-jianah
prapadyante 'mya-devatah
tarh tarh niyamam asthaya
prakrtya niyatah svaya

Those who have become foolish (hrta-jianah) because of their
many desires (taih tair kamaih) worship various devatas
(prapadyante anya-devatah), adopting various rules (tam tam
niyamam asthaya), under the control of their low natures (svaya
prakrtya niyatah).



SVCT

“It is understood from what you have said that the sakama-bhaktas,
because they worship You, the Lord, who responds to them, become
somewhat successtul.

But what happens to those who have material desires and worship the
devatas with the desire to remove their suffering or gain material
pleasure?”

Four verses answer this question.

These people, having no intelligence (hrta-jiiana), think that the devatas
like Starya will give immediate relief from aftlictions like sickness,
whereas Visnu will not.

They therefore surrender to the devatas.

They are under the control of their natures (prakrtya niyata svaya),
which are corrupted, averse to surrender to Me.



Srila Prabhupada

Those who are freed from all material contaminations surrender
unto the Supreme Lord and engage in His devotional service.

As long as the material contamination is not completely washed oft,
they are by nature nondevotees.

But even those who have material desires and who resort to the
Supreme Lord are not so much attracted by external nature;
because of approaching the right goal, they soon become free from
all material lust.

In the Srimad-Bhagavatam it is recommended that whether one is a
pure devotee and is free from all material desires, or is full of
material desires, or desires liberation from material contamination,
he should in all cases surrender to Vasudeva and worship Him.



Srila Prabhupada

As stated in the Bhagavatam (2.3.10) (akamah sarva-kamo va):
Less intelligent people who have lost their spiritual sense take
shelter of demigods for immediate fulfillment of material
desires.

Generally, such people do not go to the Supreme Personality of
Godhead, because they are in the lower modes of nature
(ignorance and passion) and therefore worship various

demigods.

Following the rules and regulations of worship, they are
satistied.

The worshipers of demigods are motivated by small desires
and do not know how to reach the supreme goal, but a devotee
of the Supreme Lord is not misguided.



Srila Prabhupada

Because in Vedic literature there are recommendations for
worshiping different gods for ditferent purposes (e.g., a
diseased man is recommended to worship the sun), those who
are not devotees of the Lord think that for certain purposes
demigods are better than the Supreme Lord.

But a pure devotee knows that the Supreme Lord Krsna is the
master ot all.

In the Caitanya-caritamrta (Adi 5.142) it is said, ekale iSvara
krsna, ara saba bhrtya: only the Supreme Personality of
Godhead, Krsna, is master, and all others are servants.

Theretore a pure devotee never goes to demigods for
satistfaction of his material needs. He depends on the Supreme
Lord. And the pure devotee is satistied with whatever He gives.




Section-V — Surrender to Demigods and impersonalism (20-25)

1 7.21 ||
yo yo yam yam tanur bhaktah
Sraddhayarcitum icchati
tasya tasyacalam sraddham
tam eva vidadhamy aham

[ give those persons (tam bhaktah eva vidadhamy aham) firm
faith in those devatds (tasya tasya acalam Sraddharh) whose
forms (yam yam tanum) they desire to worship with faith (yah
yah sraddhaya arcitum icchati).



SVCT

You should not say that the devata, pleased with being
worshiped, will produce faith in worshipping the Supreme
Lord, in order to give benetit of the worshipper.

As those devatas cannot even produce faith in their followers
to worship the devatas, how then can they produce faith in
their followers to worship Me?

When those people desire to worship forms (tanum) such as
Sarya, which are actually My forms since they are My vibhtis,

[, as Paramatma, give the faith in those forms of devatas.

The devatas do not give the faith.



Srila Prabhupada

* God has given independence to everyone; therefore, if a person
desires to have material enjoyment and wants very sincerely to
have such facilities from the material demigods, the Supreme
Lord, as Supersoul in everyone's heart, understands and gives
facilities to such persons.

* As the supreme father of all living entities, He does not
interfere with their independence, but gives all facilities so that
they can tulfill their material desires.

* Some may ask why the all-powertul God gives facilities to the
living entities for enjoying this material world and so lets them
fall into the trap of the illusory energy.



Srila Prabhupada

The answer is that if the Supreme Lord as Supersoul does not
give such facilities, then there is no meaning to independence.

Theretore He gives everyone tull independence—whatever one
likes—but His ultimate instruction we find in the Bhagavad-
gita: one should give up all other engagements and fully
surrender unto Him.

That will make man happy.

Both the living entity and the demigods are subordinate to the
will of the Supreme Personality of Godhead; therefore the
living entity cannot worship the demigod by his own desire,
nor can the demigod bestow any benediction without the
supreme will.



Srila Prabhupada

As it is said, not a blade of grass moves without the will of the
Supreme Personality of Godhead.

Generally, persons who are distressed in the material world go
to the demigods, as they are advised in the Vedic literature.

A person wanting some particular thing may worship such and
such a demigod.

For example, a diseased person is recommended to worship
the sun-god; a person wanting education may worship the
goddess of learning, Sarasvati; and a person wanting a
beautiful wite may worship the goddess Uma, the wite of Lord
Siva. In this way there are recommendations in the $astras
(Vedic scriptures) for ditferent modes of worship of ditferent
demigods.



Srila Prabhupada

And because a particular living entity wants to enjoy a
particular material facility, the Lord inspires him with a strong
desire to achieve that benediction from that particular
demigod, and so he successtully receives the benediction.

The particular mode of the devotional attitude of the living
entity toward a particular type of demigod is also arranged by
the Supreme Lord.

The demigods cannot infuse the living entities with such an
attinity, but because He is the Supreme Lord, or the Supersoul
who is present in the hearts of all living entities, Krsna gives
impetus to man to worship certain demigods.



Srila Prabhupada

The demigods are actually different parts of the universal body
of the Supreme Lord; therefore they have no independence.

In the Vedic literature it is stated: "The Supreme Personality of
Godhead as Supersoul is also present within the heart of the
demigod; theretore He arranges through the demigod to fulfill
the desire of the living entity. But both the demigod and the
living entity are dependent on the supreme will. They are not
independent.”



Section-V — Surrender to Demigods and impersonalism (20-25)

1 7.22 ||
sa taya sraddhaya yuktas
tasyaradhanam ihate
labhate ca tatah kaman
mayaiva vihitan hi tan

Endowed with the faith given by Me (taya sraddhaya yuktah),
that person worships the devata (sah tasya aradhanam ihate),
and attains his desired objects (labhate ca tatah kaman), which
are given only by Me (mayaiva vihitan hi tan).



SVCT

That person, endowed with that faith, performs (ihate)
worship of that devata.

He obtains the results of that worship (kaman) from the
worship of that particular devata.

But those devatas cannot fulfill those desires.

It is I who fulfill those desires.



Srila Prabhupada

The demigods cannot award benedictions to their devotees
without the permission ot the Supreme Lord.

The living entity may forget that everything is the property of
the Supreme Lord, but the demigods do not forget.

So the worship of demigods and achievement of desired results
are due not to the demigods but to the Supreme Personality of
Godhead, by arrangement.

The less intelligent living entity does not know this, and
therefore he foolishly goes to the demigods for some benetit.

But the pure devotee, when in need of something, prays only
to the Supreme Lord.



Srila Prabhupada

Asking for material benefit, however, is not a sign of a pure
devotee.

A living entity goes to the demigods usually because he is mad
to fulfill his lust. This happens when something undue is

desired by the living entity and the Lord Himselt does not
tultill the desire.

In the Caitanya-caritamrta it is said that one who worships the
Supreme Lord and at the same time desires material enjoyment
is contradictory in his desires.

Devotional service to the Supreme Lord and the worship of a
demigod cannot be on the same platform, because worship of a
demigod is material and devotional service to the Supreme
Lord is completely spiritual.



Srila Prabhupada

* For the living entity who desires to return to Godhead,
material desires are impediments.

* A pure devotee of the Lord is therefore not awarded the
material benefits desired by less intelligent living entities, who
therefore preter to worship demigods of the material world

rather than engage in the devotional service of the Supreme
Lord.



Section-V — Surrender to Demigods and impersonalism (20-25)

1 7.23 ||
antavat tu phalam tesam
tad bhavaty alpa-medhasam
devan deva-yajo yanti
mad-bhakta yanti mam api

The results obtained by these foolish persons (tesarn alpa-
medhasam phalam) are temporary (antavat tu bhavaty). Those
who worship devas attain the devas (devan deva-yajo yanti), and
those who worship Me attain to Me (mad-bhakta yanti mam api).



SVCT

“But then You give the devotees of the devata temporary results, whereas
You give Your devotees permanent results. It is unjust for You to do that,
since You are the Supreme Lord.”

No, it is not unjust. Those who worship the devatas attain (yanti) the
devatads. Those who worship Me attain Me.

The meaning is this.
It is very logical that a person attains what he worships. Thus it the
devata are temporary, how can their devotees become permanent, and

how can the results of worship be permanent?

Thus it is said here that the devotees of those devata are not intelligent
(alpa-medhasam).

The Supreme Lord however is eternal, and therefore His devotees are also
eternal. Their bhakti and all the results of their bhakti are eternal.



Srila Prabhupada

Some commentators on the Bhagavad-gitd say that one who
worships a demigod can reach the Supreme Lord, but here it is
clearly stated that the worshipers of demigods go to the
ditferent planetary systems where various demigods are

situated, just as a worshiper ot
worshiper of the demigod of the

the sun achieves the sun or a
moon achieves the moon.

Similarly, it anyone wants to worship a demigod like Indra, he

can attain that particular god's -

vlanet. It is not that everyone,

regardless of whatever demigod is worshiped, will reach the

Supreme Personality of Godhead.

That is denied here, for it is clearly stated that the worshipers
of demigods go to difterent planets in the material world but
the devotee of the Supreme Lord goes directly to the supreme
planet of the Personality of Godhead.



Srila Prabhupada

Here the point may be raised that it the demigods are ditferent parts
of the body of the Supreme Lord, then the same end should be
achieved by worshiping them.

However, worshipers of the demigods are less intelligent because
they don't know to what part ot the body tood must be supplied.

Some of them are so foolish that they claim that there are many
parts and many ways to supply food. This isn't very sanguine.

Can anyone supply food to the body through the ears or eyes?

They do not know that these demigods are different parts of the
universal body of the Supreme Lord, and in their ignorance they
believe that each and every demigod is a separate God and a
competitor of the Supreme Lord.



Srila Prabhupada

Not only are demigods parts of the Supreme Lord, but
ordinary living entities are also.

In the Srimad-Bhagavatam it is stated that the brahmanas are
the head of the Supreme Lord, the ksatriyas are His arms, the
vaiSyas are His waist, the stidras are His legs, and all serve
difterent functions.

Regardless of the situation, if one knows that both the
demigods and he himself are part and parcel of the Supreme

Lord, his knowledge is pertect.

But it he does not understand this, he achieves ditferent
planets where the demigods reside.

This is not the same destination the devotee reaches.



Srila Prabhupada

The results achieved by the demigods' benedictions are perishable
because within this material world the planets, the demigods and
their worshipers are all perishable.

Theretore it is clearly stated in this verse that all results achieved by
worshiping demigods are perishable, and therefore such worship is
performed by the less intelligent living entity.

Because the pure devotee engaged in Krsna consciousness in
devotional service of the Supreme Lord achieves eternal blisstul
existence that is full of knowledge, his achievements and those ot
the common worshiper of the demigods are different.

The Supreme Lord is unlimited; His favor is unlimited; His mercy is
unlimited. Therefore the mercy ot the Supreme Lord upon His pure
devotees is unlimited.



Section-V — Surrender to Demigods and impersonalism (20-25)

1 7.24 ||
avyaktam vyaktim apannarm
manyante mam abuddhayah

param bhavam ajananto
mamavyayam anuttamam

The unintelligent think (abuddhayah manyante) that the
impersonal Brahman (avyaktarn) has manifested an illusory form
as Myself (mam vyaktim apannarm). They do not know My
transcendental nature (consisting of form, qualities and activities)
(mama param bhavam ajananto), which are eternal and most
excellent (avyayam anuttamam).



SVCT

* What to speak ot the worshippers of the devata being toolish
and not recognizing Me, even those who study all the
scriptures such as the Vedas do not know the truth about Me.
Lord Brahma has said to Me:

athapi te deva padambuja-dvaya-
prasada-lesanugrhita eva hi
janati tattvarn bhagavan mahimno
na canya eko 'pi cirarm vicinvan

My Lord, it one is favored by even a slight trace of the mercy of
Your lotus feet, he can understand the greatness of Your
personality. But those who speculate to understand the Supreme
Personality of Godhead are unable to know You, even though
they continue to study the Vedas for many years. SB 10.14.29



SVCT

Thus, apart from My devotees, everyone else is toolish
regarding knowledge of Me. With this intention He speaks this
verse.

The unintelligent think that the formless Brahman beyond the
material world (avyaktim) has taken birth as Myselt in the
house of Vasudeva (vyaktim) with an illusory form: what is
now visible is just an illusory form.

This is because they do not know My transcendental state.

They do not know that My form, birth, activities, and pastimes
are beyond maya (mama param bhavam).

What type of state is this? It is eternal (avyayam) and most
excellent (anuttamam).



SVCT

* According to Medini, bhava means existence, nature,
intention, endeavor, selt, birth, action, pastime and meaning ot
a word.

* Sr1 Rapa Gosvami in his Bhagavatamrta has described this
eternal nature of the Lord: the Lord’s form, qualities, birth,
actions, and pastimes are eternal since they have no beginning
and no end.

e Sridhara Svami has also said, “Bhavam means form, and
avyayam means eternal. ...It is a pure form of sattva endowed
with great power.”



Srila Prabhupada

Those who are worshipers of demigods have been described as
less intelligent persons, and here the impersonalists are
similarly described.

Lord Krsna in His personal form is here speaking before
Arjuna, and still, due to ignorance, impersonalists argue that
the Supreme Lord ultimately has no form.

Yamunacarya, a great devotee of the Lord in the disciplic
succession of Ramanujacarya, has written a very appropriate
verse in this connection.



Srila Prabhupada

* He says,
tvam Sila-ripa-caritaih parama-prakrstaih
sattvena sattvikataya prabalais ca sastraih
prakhyata-daiva-paramartha-vidarm matais ca
naivasura-prakrtayah prabhavanti boddhum

"My dear Lord, devotees like Vyasadeva and Narada know You to
be the Personality of Godhead. By understanding ditferent Vedic
literatures, one can come to know Your characteristics, Your form
and Your activities, and one can thus understand that You are the
Supreme Personality of Godhead. But those who are in the modes
of passion and ignorance, the demons, the nondevotees, cannot
understand You. They are unable to understand You. However
expert such nondevotees may be in discussing Vedanta and the
Upanisads and other Vedic literatures, it is not possible for them
to understand the Personality of Godhead." (Stotra-ratna 12)



Srila Prabhupada

In the Brahma-samhita it is stated that the Personality of
Godhead cannot be understood simply by study of the Vedanta
literature. Only by the mercy of the Supreme Lord can the
Personality of the Supreme be known.

Theretfore in this verse it is clearly stated that not only are the
worshipers of the demigods less intelligent, but those
nondevotees who are engaged in Vedanta and speculation on
Vedic literature without any tinge of true Krsna consciousness
are also less intelligent, and for them it is not possible to
understand God's personal nature.

Persons who are under the impression that the Absolute Truth
is impersonal are described as abuddhayah, which means those
who do not know the ultimate feature of the Absolute Truth.



Srila Prabhupada

In the Srimad-Bhagavatam it is stated that supreme realization
begins from the impersonal Brahman and then rises to the
localized Supersoul—but the ultimate word in the Absolute
Truth is the Personality of Godhead. Modern impersonalists
are still less intelligent, for they do not even follow their great
predecessor Sankaracarya, who has specifically stated that
Krsna is the Supreme Personality of Godhead. Impersonalists,
therefore, not knowing the Supreme Truth, think Krsna to be
only the son of Devaki and Vasudeva, or a prince, or a
powertful living entity.

This is also condemned in the Bhagavad-gita (9.11).
Avajananti mam mudhd manusim tanum asritam: "Only the
fools regard Me as an ordinary person."



Srila Prabhupada

The fact is that no one can understand Krsna without rendering
devotional service and without developing Krsna consciousness.

The Bhagavatam (10.14.29) confirms this: athapi te deva padambuja-
dvaya

One cannot understand the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Krsna, or
His form, quality or name simply by mental speculation or by discussing
Vedic literature. One must understand Him by devotional service.

When one is tully engaged in Krsna consciousness, beginning by
chanting the maha-mantra—Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare
Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare—then only can
one understand the Supreme Personality of Godhead.

Nondevotee impersonalists think that Krsna has a body made of this
material nature and that all His activities, His form and everything are
maya. These impersonalists are known as Mayavadis. They do not know
the ultimate truth.



Srila Prabhupada

The twentieth verse clearly states, kdmais tais tair hrta-jianah
prapadyante 'mya-devatah. "Those who are blinded by lusty
desires surrender unto the ditferent demigods."

[t is accepted that besides the Supreme Personality of
Godhead, there are demigods who have their ditferent planets,
and the Lord also has a planet.

As stated in the twenty-third verse, devan deva-yajo yanti mad-
bhakta yanti mam api: the worshipers ot the demigods go to
the ditterent planets of the demigods, and those who are
devotees of Lord Krsna go to the Krsnaloka planet.



Srila Prabhupada

Although this is clearly stated, the foolish impersonalists still
maintain that the Lord is formless and that these forms are
Impositions.

From the study of the Gita does it appear that the demigods
and their abodes are impersonal?

Clearly, neither the demigods nor Krsna, the Supreme
Personality of Godhead, are impersonal.

They are all persons; Lord Krsna is the Supreme Personality of
Godhead, and He has His own planet, and the demigods have
theirs.



Srila Prabhupada

Therefore the monistic contention that ultimate truth is
formless and that form is imposed does not hold true.

[t is clearly stated here that it is not imposed.

From the Bhagavad-gita we can clearly understand that the
forms of the demigods and the form of the Supreme Lord are
simultaneously existing and that Lord Krsna is sac-cid-ananda,
eternal blisstul knowledge.

The Vedic literature confirms that the Supreme Absolute Truth
is knowledge and blisstul pleasure, vijidnam anandam brahma
(Brhad-aranyaka Upanisad 3.9.28), and that He is the reservoir
of unlimited auspicious qualities, ananta-kalyana-gunatmako
'sau (Visnu Purana 6.5.84).



Srila Prabhupada

And in the Gita the Lord says that although He is aja (unborn),
He still appears.

These are the facts that we should understand from the
Bhagavad-gita.

We cannot understand how the Supreme Personality of
Godhead can be impersonal; the imposition theory of the
impersonalist monist is false as far as the statements of the Gita
are concerned.

[t is clear herein that the Supreme Absolute Truth, Lord Krsna,
has both form and personality.



Section-V — Surrender to Demigods and impersonalism (20-25)

1 7.25 ||
naham prakasah sarvasya
yoga-maya-samavrtah
miudho 'yarm nabhijanati
loko mam ajam avyayam

Being covered by My yoga-maya (yoga-maya-samavrtah), I am
not visible at all times even to My devotees in My spiritual abodes
(naharnh sarvasya prakasah). And the foolish do not understand
that (ayamm madhah lokah mam nabhijanati) I, though appearing
as the son of Vasudeva, am without birth and certainly have no
material birth (ajam avyayam).



SVCT

“If You have eternal form, qualities and pastimes, then why do
we not see these things at all times?”

“I am not manifest to all people living at all times and places.

[ am always present with My associates, qualities and pastimes
in some universe, at some time, but just as the sun is not
visible to all people at all times, but only sometimes, since it
gets covered by Mount Meru, I also am not visible at all times,
being covered by yoga-maya.

Though the sun is situated within the zodiac and is always
present there for all the living beings, it is not visible to all
people at all times and places. Similarly I am not visible to all
people at all times in the various sections of Bharata.”



SVCT

“But as the sun is always visible in its own abode, why is Krsna
not always visible to all the people presently dwelling in His
abodes such as Mathura and Dvaraka?”

“Since Meru is present in the middle of the zodiac, then the
sun, when covered, is not visible.

In the same way, within Krsna’s etfulgent abodes, yoga-maya is
always present like Meru. Krsna, like the sun, covered by that
Meru in the form of yoga-maya, is not visible constantly, but
only sometimes.



SVCT
This is all without fault.
As well, the foolish people do not understand that I, in My
form as Syamasundara (mam), though appearing as Vasudeva’s

son (ajam), am free from material birth (ajam avyayam).

Thus, finally rejecting Me, the ocean of auspicious qualities,
they worship My impersonal aspect, Brahman.”



Srila Prabhupada

It may be argued that since Krsna was visible to everyone
when He was present on this earth, how can it be said that He
is not manifest to everyone?

But actually He was not manitest to everyone. When Krsna was
present there were only a few people who could understand
Him to be the Supreme Personality ot Godhead.

In the assembly of Kurus, when Sisupala spoke against Krsna's
being elected president of the assembly, Bhisma supported
Him and proclaimed Him to be the Supreme God.

Similarly, the Pandavas and a few others knew that He was the
Supreme, but not everyone. He was not revealed to the
nondevotees and the common man.



Srila Prabhupada

Theretore in the Bhagavad-gita Krsna says that but for His pure
devotees, all men consider Him to be like themselves.

He was manitest only to His devotees as the reservoir of all
pleasure. But to others, to unintelligent nondevotees, He was
covered by His internal potency.

In the prayers of Kunti in the Srimad-Bhagavatam (1.8.19) it is
said that the Lord is covered by the curtain of yoga-maya and
thus ordinary people cannot understand Him.



Srila Prabhupada

* This yoga-maya curtain is also confirmed in the ISopanisad
(mantra 15), in which the devotee prays:
hiranmayena patrena
satyasyapihitamh mukham
tat tvam pusann apavrnu
satya-dharmaya drstaye

"O my Lord, You are the maintainer of the entire universe, and
devotional service to You is the highest religious principle.
Theretore, I pray that You will also maintain me. Your
transcendental form is covered by the yoga-maya. The brahma-
jyoti is the covering of the internal potency. May You kindly
remove this glowing effulgence that impedes my seeing Your sac-
cid-ananda-vigraha [Bs. 5.1], Your eternal form of bliss and
knowledge."



Srila Prabhupada

The Supreme Personality of Godhead in His transcendental form of bliss
and knowledge is covered by the internal potency of the brahma-jyoti,
and the less intelligent impersonalists cannot see the Supreme on this
account.

Also in the Srimad-Bhagavatam (10.14.7) there is this prayer by Brahma:
"O Supreme Personality of Godhead, O Supersoul, O master of all
mystery, who can calculate Your potency and pastimes in this world?
You are always expanding Your internal potency, and therefore no one
can understand You. Learned scientists and learned scholars can examine
the atomic constitution of the material world or even the planets, but still
they are unable to calculate Your energy and potency, although You are
present before them.*

The Supreme Personality of Godhead, Lord Krsna, is not only unborn but
also avyaya, inexhaustible. His eternal form is bliss and knowledge, and
His energies are all inexhaustible.



Section-VI — Bewilderment — And Freedom by Knowing Krsna
(26-30)

| 7.26 ||
vedaham samatitani
vartamanani carjuna
bhavisyani ca bhutani
mam tu veda na kascana

I know all things in the past and present, Arjuna (veda aham
samatitani vartamanani ca arjuna). I know everything in the
future as well (bhavisyani ca bhuitani), but no one knows Me
(mam tu veda na kascana).



SVCT

But My own knowledge is not covered by external maya or the
internal yoga-maya, since 1 cannot be bewildered by that to
which I give shelter.

[ know everything.

But no one, whether material or spiritual, not even Siva or the
most omniscient person, knows Me completely, since
knowledge of Me is covered by either maya or yoga-maya
according to the qualification of the person.



Srila Prabhupada

Here the question of personality and impersonality is clearly
stated.

If Krsna, the form of the Supreme Personality of Godhead,
were maya, material, as the impersonalists consider Him to be,
then like the living entity He would change His body and
forget everything about His past life.

Anyone with a material body cannot remember his past life,
nor can he foretell his future life, nor can he predict the
outcome of his present life; theretfore he cannot know what is
happening in past, present and future.

Unless one is liberated from material contamination, he cannot
know past, present and future.



Srila Prabhupada

Unlike the ordinary human being, Lord Krsna clearly says that
He completely knows what happened in the past, what is
happening in the present, and what will happen in the future.

In the Fourth Chapter we have seen that Lord Krsna
remembers instructing Vivasvan, the sun-god, millions of years
ago.

Krsna knows every living entity because He is situated in every
living being's heart as the Supersoul.

But despite His presence in every living entity as Supersoul and
His presence as the Supreme Personality of Godhead, the less
intelligent, even it able to realize the impersonal Brahman,
cannot realize Sri Krsna as the Supreme Person.



Srila Prabhupada

Certainly the transcendental body of Sri Krsna is not
perishable.

He is just like the sun, and maya is like a cloud.

In the material world we can see that there is the sun and that
there are clouds and different stars and planets.

The clouds may cover all these in the sky temporarily, but this
covering is only apparent to our limited vision.

The sun, moon and stars are not actually covered.
Similarly, maya cannot cover the Supreme Lord. By His

internal potency He is not manifest to the less intelligent class
of men.



Srila Prabhupada

As it is stated in the third verse of this chapter, out of millions
and millions of men, some try to become perfect in this human
form of life, and out of thousands and thousands of such
pertected men, hardly one can understand what Lord Krsna is.

Even it one is pertected by realization of impersonal Brahman
or localized Paramatma, he cannot possibly understand the
Supreme Personality of Godhead, Sri Krsna, without being in
Krsna consciousness.



Section-VI — Bewilderment — And Freedom by Knowing Krsna
(26-30)

| 7.27 ||
iccha-dvesa-samutthena
dvandva-mohena bharata
sarva-bhutani sammoham
sarge yanti parantapa

Since the beginning of creation (sarge), all living beings (sarva-
bhutani) have been intensely bewildered (sammoham yanti) by
the ignorance caused by duality (dvandva-mohena) arising from
like and dislike (iccha-dvesa-samutthena).



SVCT
When do the jivas become bewildered by Your maya?

At the beginning of the creation of this universe (sarge), all the
jivas (sarva-bhuitani) become bewildered. How?

Desire for objects favorable to the senses, and hatred for things
which obstruct the pleasure of the senses, arising from previous
actions, give rise to illusion of duality—ot respect and disrespect,
hot and cold, happiness and distress, and woman and man.

A person thinks “I am happy, being respected.” “I am sad, being
disrespected.” “This is my wite.” “This is my husband.”

This duality gives rise to complete ignorance (moha). That in turn
gives rise to complete bewilderment (sarhmoham)—extreme
attachment to wite and sons.



SVCT

* Those who are extremely attached are not qualified for
devotion to Me. I will explain this to Uddhava:

yadrcchaya mat-kathadau jata-sraddhas tu yah puman |
na nirvinno nati-sakto bhakti-yogo ’sya siddhi-dah ||

If somehow or other by good fortune one develops faith in
hearing and chanting My glories, such a person, being neither
very disgusted with nor attached to material life, should achieve
pertection through the path of loving devotion to Me. SB 11.20.8



Srila Prabhupada

The real constitutional position of the living entity is that of
subordination to the Supreme Lord, who is pure knowledge.

When one is deluded into separation from this pure
knowledge, he becomes controlled by the illusory energy and
cannot understand the Supreme Personality of Godhead.

The illusory energy is manifested in the duality of desire and
hate.

Due to desire and hate, the ignorant person wants to become
one with the Supreme Lord and envies Krsna as the Supreme
Personality of Godhead.



Srila Prabhupada

Pure devotees, who are not deluded or contaminated by desire
and hate, can understand that Lord Sri Krsna appears by His
internal potencies, but those who are deluded by duality and
nescience think that the Supreme Personality of Godhead is
created by material energies. This is their misfortune.

Such deluded persons, symptomatically, dwell in dualities of
dishonor and honor, misery and happiness, woman and man,
good and bad, pleasure and pain, etc., thinking, "This is my
wite; this is my house; I am the master of this house; I am the
husband of this wite."

These are the dualities of delusion. Those who are so deluded
by dualities are completely foolish and therefore cannot
understand the Supreme Personality of Godhead.



Section-VI — Bewilderment — And Freedom by Knowing Krsna (26-

30)

1 7.28 ||

yesam tv anta-gatam papam
jananarm punya-karmanam
te dvandva-moha-nirmukta
bhajante mam drdha-vratah

But those whose sins have been destroyed (yesam jananam tv anta-

gatarn papar) by pious acts (punya-|

karmanam), being free of the

ignorance arising from duality by worshipping Me (te dvandva-moha-

nirmukta), then worship Me with ¢
drdha-vratah).

etermination (bhajante mam

But those whose sins have been destroyed (yesarn jananam tv anta-
gatarn papar) by acts pleasing to the great souls (punya-karmanam),
who are free of the ignorance arising from duality (te dvandva-moha-
nirmukta), worship Me with determination (bhajante marn drdha-

vratah).



SVCT
Then who is qualified for bhakti? This verse answers.

Those who have punya karma, who have destroyed sins partially,
develop a predominance of sattva-guna and diminished tamo-guna.

The result of this is a decrease in illusion. Consequently they
become less attached.

Then they have chance association with My devotees.
They then become completely free of sin by practice of worship.

Being freed completely of illusion (dvandva-moha-nimukta), they
become steady (drdha-vratah) in worshipping Me.

Thus, one should not consider that punya karma is the cause of any
type of bhakti. [Note: Association with the devotees is the cause.]



SVCT

* For the Lord has said:
yam na yogena sankhyena dana-vrata-tapo-'dhvaraih |
vyakhya-svadhyaya-sannyasaih prapnuyad yatnavan api ||

Even though one engages with great endeavor in the mystic yoga
system, philosophical speculation, charity, vows, penances,
ritualistic sacritices, teaching of Vedic mantras to others, personal

study of the Vedas, or the renounced order of life, still one cannot
achieve Me. SB 11.12.9

* In many places, it is stated that punya-karmas are dependent
on kevala bhakti, and not its cause.



Baladeva

“It is appears that no one will manifest devotion to You at all,
from your statement in the last verse, since every living entity
is bewildered.”

“Those who have attained destruction of their sins (anta gatam
papam) through the fortunate merciful glance of the great
souls, those who have performed pleasing actions (punya
karmanam) which gained the mercy of the great souls, worship
Me.

With steadiness (drdha vrata), attained by association with
great souls, they, being freed from the illusion ot dualities,
having attained true knowledge of Me, worship Me.



Baladeva
* Regarding the role of the great devotees, the smrti says:
visnor bhaitani bhiitanam pavanaya caranti hi

The servants of Visnu wander about in this world in order to
purity the living entities. SB 11.2.28

* The word punya means “pleasing” according to Amara Kosa.



Srila Prabhupada

Those eligible for elevation to the transcendental position are
mentioned in this verse.

For those who are sinful, atheistic, foolish and deceittul, it is
very ditficult to transcend the duality of desire and hate.

Only those who have passed their lives in practicing the
regulative principles of religion, who have acted piously, and
who have conquered sinful reactions can accept devotional
service and gradually rise to the pure knowledge of the
Supreme Personality of Godhead.

Then, gradually, they can meditate in trance on the Supreme
Personality of Godhead.



Srila Prabhupada
That is the process of being situated on the spiritual platform.

This elevation is possible in Krsna consciousness in the
association of pure devotees, for in the association of great
devotees one can be delivered trom delusion.

[t is stated in the Srimad-Bhégavatam (5.5.2) that if one
actually wants to be liberated he must render service to the
devotees (mahat-sevarh dvaram ahur vimukteh); but one who
associates with materialistic people is on the path leading to
the darkest region of existence (tamo-dvaram yositam sangi-
sangam).



Srila Prabhupada

* All the devotees of the Lord traverse this earth just to recover
the conditioned souls from their delusion.

* The impersonalists do not know that forgetting their
constitutional position as subordinate to the Supreme Lord is
the greatest violation of God's law.

* Unless one is reinstated in his own constitutional position, it is
not possible to understand the Supreme Personality or to be
fully engaged in His transcendental loving service with
determination.



Section-VI — Bewilderment — And Freedom by Knowing Krsna (26-
30)

Il 7.29 ||
jara-marana-moksaya
mam asritya yatanti ye
te brahma tad viduh krtsnam
adhyatmar karma cakhilam

Those yogis who (ye), taking shelter of Me (mam asritya), strive for
freedom from birth and death (jara-marana-moksaya yatanti), know
(te krtsnam viduh) Brahman, the jiva (tad brahma), and rebirth of the
jiva due to the influence karma (adhyatmarn karma ca akhilam).

Those yogis (ye) striving for freedom from birth and death (jara-
marana-moksaya yatanti) who take shelter of Me (mam asritya) know
the jiva (te krtsnam viduh) and the impressions which stick to the
atma and the force of karma (adhyatmarn karma ca akhilam).



SVCT

It has been said that the three types of sakama-bhaktas who
worship Me become successtul, but the worshippers of devatas
(also sakama) fail.

Those who are not qualitied for worshipping the Lord have
also been described.

Now the Lord speaks about a fourth type of sakama-bhakta.



SVCT

Those yogis who strive to destroy old age and death (jara-

marana- mo!

and conseg
Brahman (t

ksaya yatanti), who desire liberation (moksa-kami),
uently worship Me, know all about the famous

he Lord).

|[Note: Brahman will be defined as aksara, in verse 3 of the
next chapter, and aksara will be defined as Narayana in verse

21.]

They know about the jiva (adhyatmam), present as the
controller (adhi) of the body (atmanam), and the repeated
bodies ot the jiva generated from all types of actions (karma
akhilam), due to the power of devotion to Me.



Baladeva

Thus, it has been stated that the three types of devotees with
desires (sakama bhaktas) having experienced material
pleasures, surrender to Me and attain Me, whereas the
devotees of the devatas continue to take birth.

There is also another type of sakama bhakta. This is stated in
this verse.

Desiring only freedom from birth and death, they take shelter
of Me and make efforts to engage in worshipping the deity of
Me, by offering respects and other actions to Me.



Baladeva

They know the famous brahman (jiva) along with things
connected to it (krtsnam).

They also know about the impressions which cause the jiva to
act (adhyatmam) and all about karma.

The words brahman, adhyatma and akhila karma and the
words mentioned in the next verse will be explained in the
next chapter by the Lord.

By worshipping My form, they realize their object of
knowledge, and attain liberation, but they do not bring Me
under control or become objects of My atfection.



Srila Prabhupada

Birth, death, old age and diseases affect this material body, but not
the spiritual body.

There is no birth, death, old age and disease for the spiritual body,
so one who attains a spiritual body, becomes one of the associates
of the Supreme Personality of Godhead and engages in eternal
devotional service is really liberated.

Aham brahmasmi: I am spirit. It is said that one should understand
that he is Brahman, spirit soul.

This Brahman conception of life is also in devotional service, as
described in this verse.

The pure devotees are transcendentally situated on the Brahman
platform, and they know everything about transcendental activities.



Srila Prabhupada

Four kinds of impure devotees who engage themselves in the
transcendental service of the Lord achieve their respective goals,
and by the grace of the Supreme Lord, when they are fully Krsna
conscious, they actually enjoy spiritual association with the
Supreme Lord.

But those who are worshipers of demigods never reach the Supreme
Lord in His supreme planet.

Even the less intelligent Brahman-realized persons cannot reach the
supreme planet of Krsna known as Goloka Vrndavana.

Only persons who perform activities in Krsna consciousness (mam
asritya) are actually entitled to be called Brahman, because they are
actually endeavoring to reach the Krsna planet. Such persons have
no misgivings about Krsna, and thus they are factually Brahman.



Srila Prabhupada

* Those who are engaged in worshiping the form or arca of the
Lord, or who are engaged in meditation on the Lord simply for
liberation from material bondage, also know, by the grace ot
the Lord, the purports of Brahman, adhibhuta, etc., as
explained by the Lord in the next chapter.



Section-VI — Bewilderment — And Freedom by Knowing Krsna

(26-30)

1 7.30 |

sadhibhutadhidaivarn mam
sadhiyajnar ca ye viduh
prayana-kale 'pi ca mam
te vidur yukta-cetasah

Those who know Me (ye marm viduh) along with matter (sa
adhibhutah), who know Me as the controller of devas (ye mam

adhidaivam viduh), and

adhiyajham ca ye vidul

who know My presence in sacrifice (sa
1), fixed in knowledge (yukta-cetasah),

will know Me even at the time of death (te prayana-kale api ca

mam viduh).



SVCT

Those who develop such knowledge of Me by the intluence of
devotion to Me maintain that knowledge even at the time ot death.
It is not like the intelligence of others, established by karma, which
varies according to the future body.

The terms adhibhiita, adhidaiva and adhiyajiia will be explained in
the next chapter.

The devotees alone, enumerated as six types, who know the truth
about the Lord, cross over maya.

[Note: These types are three sakama devotees mentioned in verse
16, the moksa-kama-bhakta mentioned in vesre 29, the niskama-
jiidna-misra-bhakta mentioned in verse 16, and the kevala-bhakta
mentioned in verse 1.]

This has been presented as the meaning of the chapter.



Srila Prabhupada

Persons acting in Krsna consciousness are never deviated from

the path of entirely understanding the Supreme Personality of
Godhead.

In the transcendental association of Krsna consciousness, one
can understand how the Supreme Lord is the governing
principle of the material manifestation and even of the
demigods.

Gradually, by such transcendental association, one becomes
convinced of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, and at the
time of death such a Krsna conscious person can never forget
Krsna.

Naturally he is thus promoted to the planet of the Supreme
Lord, Goloka Vrndavana.



Srila Prabhupada

This Seventh Chapter particularly explains how one can
become a fully Krsna conscious person.

The beginning of Krsna consciousness is association ot persons
who are Krsna conscious.

Such association is spiritual and puts one directly in touch
with the Supreme Lord, and, by His grace, one can understand
Krsna to be the Supreme Personality of Godhead.

At the same time one can really understand the constitutional
position of the living entity and how the living entity forgets
Krsna and becomes entangled in material activities.



Srila Prabhupada

By gradual development of Krsna consciousness in good
association, the living entity can understand that due to
torgettulness of Krsna he has become conditioned by the laws
of material nature.

He can also understand that this human form of life is an
opportunity to regain Krsna consciousness and that it should

be tully utilized to attain the causeless mercy of the Supreme
Lord.



Srila Prabhupada

Many subjects have been discussed in this chapter: the man in
distress, the inquisitive man, the man in want of material
necessities, knowledge of Brahman, knowledge of Paramatma,
liberation from birth, death and diseases, and worship of the
Supreme Lord.

However, he who is actually elevated in Krsna consciousness
does not care for the different processes.

He simply directly engages himself in activities of Krsna
consciousness and thereby factually attains his constitutional
position as an eternal servitor of Lord Krsna.



Srila Prabhupada

In such a situation he takes pleasure in hearing and gloritying
the Supreme Lord in pure devotional service.

He is convinced that by his doing so, all his objectives will be

tultilled.

This determined faith is called drdha-vrata, and it is the
beginning of bhakti-yoga, or transcendental loving service.

That is the verdict of all scriptures.

This Seventh Chapter of the Bhagavad-gita is the substance of
that conviction.



