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Primary and Secondary Benefits of performing the 
Limbs of Bhakti

keñäàcit kvacid aìgänäà
yat kñudraà çrüyate phalaà |

bahir-mukha-pravåttyaitat
kintu mukhyaà phalaà ratiù ||

In some of the verses quoted from the scriptures
(keñäàcit), material results are attributed to the aìgas
(kvacid aìgänäà yat kñudraà phalaà çrüyate) for
attracting persons possessing material consciousness
(bahir-mukha-pravåttyaitat). However, the main result of
these aìgas is rati (bhäva) (kintu mukhyaà phalaà
ratiù). (BRS)



• The main result can be understood from the following
verses.

akämaù sarva-kämo vä
mokña-käma udära-dhéù
tévreëa bhakti-yogena
yajeta puruñaà param

The person desiring destruction of all desires (akämaù),
the person with all desires (sarva-kämo vä), and even the
person with an intense desire for liberation (mokña-
käma), if he has good intelligence (udära-dhéù), will
worship the Supreme Lord (yajeta puruñaà param) with
pure bhakti (tévreëa bhakti-yogena). SB 2.3.10



satyaà diçaty arthitam arthito nåëäà
naivärthado yat punar arthitä yataù

svayaà vidhatte bhajatäm anicchatäm
icchäpidhänaà nija-päda-pallavam

The Lord certainly gives (satyaà diçaty) desired objects
to devotees who request them (arthitam arthito nåëäà),
but he does not give those objects (na eva arthadah) in
such a way that the devotee will ask again after finishing
his enjoyment (yat punar arthitä yataù). In other words,
he gives his lotus feet (svayaà vidhatte nija-päda-
pallavam), which include all desirables (icchäpidhänaà),
to those worshippers (bhajatäm) who do not even desire
them (anicchatäm). SB 5.19.27



pädau hareù kñetra-padänusarpaëe
çiro håñékeça-padäbhivandane

kämaà ca däsye na tu käma-kämyayä
yathottamaçloka-janäçrayä ratiù

He engaged his legs in walking to the holy places and
temples of the Lord (pädau hareù kñetra-
padänusarpaëe), his head in bowing down before the
Lord (çiro håñékeça-padäbhivandane), and all his desires
in serving the Lord (kämaà ca däsye), without desiring
material enjoyment (na tu käma-kämyayä), in order to
develop rati as possessed by great devotees (yathä
uttamaçloka-janäçrayä ratiù). (SB 9.4.20)



• However, for those persons with material
inclinations, material results are mentioned.

• For the real devotees, rati is the result, because
rati is produced simply by hearing about the
qualities of the Lord.

• Even though this worship is easy, it produces
results that cannot be attained by other
processes.



• Therefore, bhäva or rati is the main result of
practicing the aìgas of bhakti.
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Varëäçrama duties are not 
Limbs of Bhakti



Varëäçrama duties are not Limbs of Bhakti

saàmataà bhakti-vijïänäà
bhakty-aìgatvaà na karmaëäm

The consensus of those knowledgeable of bhakti
(saàmataà bhakti-vijïänäà) is that karma
(varëäçrama duties) is not an aìga of bhakti
(karmaëäm na bhakty-aìgatvaà). (BRS)



Varëäçrama duties are not Limbs of Bhakti

• Someone may argue as follows.

• “True, there is a glorification of all the aìgas of
pure bhakti (above all other processes), but
Paräçara has glorified karma as well:



varëäçramäcaravatä
puruñeëa paraù pumän |
viñëur ärädhyate panthä

nänyat tat-toña-käraëam ||

The Supreme Lord Viñëu (paraù pumän viñëuh) is
to be worshipped by man (puruñeëa ärädhyate)
through the duties of varëäçrama (varëäçrama
äcaravatä). There is no other path for satisfying
the Lord (na anyat panthä tat-toña-käraëam).
(Viñëu Puräëa 3.8.9)



• This Viñëu Puräëa verse substantiates that
karma is an aìga of bhakti, for in that verse
there is evident approval for worshipping Viñëu
in combination with varëäçrama activities.”

• However, the author states that the consensus
(sammatam) of those thoroughly experienced in
bhakti, the pure devotees, including even
Paräçara, is otherwise.

• Paräçara has also said:



yajïeçäcyuta govinda mädhavänanta keçava |
kåñëa viñëo håñékeçety äha räjä sa kevalam |

nänyad jagäda maitreya kiïcit svapnäntareñv api

O Maitreya (maitreya), King Bharata (räjä) simply
said (äha kevalam), “O master of sacrifice
(yajïeça), O Acyuta, Govinda, Mädhava, Ananta,
Keçava, Kåñëa, Viñëu, Håçékeça (acyuta govinda
mädhava ananta keçava kåñëa viñëo håñékeça
ity)!” He said nothing else (nänyad jagäda
kiïcit), even in his dreams (svapnäntareñv api).
(Viñëu Puräëa 2.13.10)



• Thus, the statement quoted from Viñëu Puräëa
that approves varëäçrama as bhakti, has been
spoken only to encourage those persons who
are not qualified for pure bhakti.



Varëäçrama duties are not Limbs of Bhakti

tävat karmäëi kurvéta
na nirvidyeta yävatä |

mat-kathä-çravaëädau vä
çraddhä yävan na jäyate

One should continue to perform the daily and periodic
varëäçrama activities (tävat karmäëi kurvéta) until one
actually becomes detached from material sense
gratification (na nirvidyeta yävatä) and develops faith for
hearing and chanting about Me (mat-kathä-çravaëädau vä
çraddhä yävan na jäyate). SB 11.20.9



• This verse explains the circumstances in which
the performance of varëäçrama is applicable.

• Because one should perform varëäçrama duties
until one reaches detachment from enjoyment
and develops faith in bhakti, directions are
given to engage in varëäçrama.



• The verse spoken by Paräçara thus means that
because Viñëu is worshipped by a person who
follows varëäçrama duties, that path and no
other is satisfying to Viñëu (This, of course,
refers to a person with no faith in bhakti).



• But Paräçara also says:
sä hänis tan mahac chidraà
sa mohaù sa ca vibhramaù |
yan muhürtaà kñaëaà väpi
väsudevaà na kértayet ||

If even for a moment (yad muhürtaà kñaëaà
väpi) the remembrance of Väsudeva, the Supreme
Personality of Godhead, is missed (väsudevaà na
kértayet), it is the greatest loss (sä hänih). It is the
greatest fault (tad mahad chidraà), the greatest
illusion (sa mohaù), and the greatest anomaly (sa
ca vibhramaù). (Viñëu-dharma 1.16)



• The commentary says karmäëi means daily and
periodic duties of varëäçrama.

• The scriptures say:

çruti-småté mamaiväjïe
yas te ullaìghya vartate |
äjïä-cchedé mama dveñé

mad-bhakto’pi na vaiñëavaù ||

Whoever disregards the çruti and småti scriptures (yah
çruti-småté ullaìghya vartate) that are mine (mama eva
äjïe yas te) is a breaker of My order (äjïä-cchedé), a hater
of Me (mama dveñé). Even if he is My devotee he is not a
Vaiñëava (mad-bhakto’pi na vaiñëavaù).



• However, this does not apply to the devotee
because the devotee is following another order.

• He breaks the first order, to perform
varëäçrama, only because he is following
another order of the Lord which is based on
detachment from material enjoyment and faith
in bhakti.



Srila Prabhupada about this section

• Some scholars argue that simply by following
the principles of varëa and äçrama one can
gradually rise to the perfections reached by
practicing devotional service, but this argument
is not accepted by the great authorities.

• Lord Caitanya also condemned this idea while
He was talking with Rämänanda Räya about the
gradual development of devotional service.



Srila Prabhupada about this section

• He rejected the idea of the importance of
varëäçrama-dharma when it was put forward by
Rämänanda Räya.

• He said that this advancement of varëa and
äçrama is merely external.

• There is a higher principle.



Srila Prabhupada about this section

• In Bhagavad-gétä also the Lord says that one has to give
up all other principles of elevation and take simply to
the method of Kåñëa consciousness.

• That will help one in achieving the highest perfection
of life.

• In the Eleventh Canto, Twentieth Chapter, verse 9, of
Çrémad-Bhägavatam, the Lord Himself says, "One
should execute the prescribed duties of varëa and
äçrama as long as he has not developed spontaneous
attachment for hearing about My pastimes and
activities."



Srila Prabhupada about this section

• In other words, the prescribed forms of varëa and
äçrama are ritualistic ceremonies of religion intended
for economic development, sense gratification or
salvation.

• All of these things are recommended for persons who
have not developed Kåñëa consciousness; in fact, all
such activities are recommended in the revealed
scriptures only to bring one to the point of Kåñëa
consciousness.

• But one who has already developed spontaneous
attachment for Kåñëa does not require to execute the
duties prescribed in the scriptures.
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Jnana and Vairagya are not Limbs of Bhakti

jïäna-vairägyayor bhakti-
praveçäyopayogitä |

éñat prathamam eveti
näìgatvam ucitaà tayoù ||

Jïäna and vairägya (jïäna-vairägyayoh) are
suitable for entering bhakti (bhakti-praveçäya
upayogitä), being somewhat useful in the
beginning of bhakti (éñat prathamam eva), but
they are not considered aìgas of bhakti (na
aìgatvam ucitaà tayoù).



• Jïäna here refers to realization of tvam-padärtha
(jéva), tat-padärtha (brahman) and finally
realization of their oneness (tat tvam asi).

• This is called brahman-jïäna consisting of three
stages.

• The word éçat (somewhat) means that the
knowledge of jéva and brahman are useful but
realization of oneness should be rejected.



• Vairägya in the verse means the type of
renunciation that is useful only for brahma-
jïäna.

• That part of vairägya, which is contrary to
bhakti, should also be rejected.

• That is the meaning of éçat in relation to
vairägya.



• Jïäna and vairägya are somewhat useful only in
the beginning of bhakti.

• That means that they are suitable only at the
stage of giving up attachment to other objects.

• When attachments have been given up and a
person begins practicing bhakti, jïäna and
vairägya become insignificant.



• Also, after beginning bhakti, thinking of these
processes will distract a person from bhakti.

• Thus, they are useful only in the very beginning
of bhakti.



Srila Prabhupada about this Verse

• Some scholars recommend that knowledge and
renunciation are important factors for elevating oneself
to devotional service. But actually that is not a fact.

• Actually, the cultivation of knowledge or renunciation,
which are favorable for achieving a footing in Kåñëa
consciousness, may be accepted in the beginning, but
ultimately they may also come to be rejected, for
devotional service is dependent on nothing other than
the sentiment or desire for such service.

• It requires nothing more than sincerity.



Jnana and Vairagya are not Limbs of Bhakti

yad ubhe citta-käöhinya-
hetü präyaù satäà mate |
sukumära-svabhäveyaà
bhaktis tad-dhetur éritä ||

Because jïäna and vairägya (yad ubhe) generally
(präyaù) make the heart harsh (citta-käöhinya-
hetü), the authoritative devotees have concluded
(satäà mate) that bhakti alone (bhaktih), whose
nature is very tender (sukumära-svabhäveyaà), is
the cause of entering into bhakti (tad-dhetur éritä).



• This verse speaks of another fault in being
attached to jïäna and vairägya.

• They cause hardness in the heart.

• In jïäna, one must deliberate on the truth by
defeating a variety of other philosophies, and in
vairägya, one must renounce enjoyment by
repeated toleration of suffering.



• The very nature of these practices is harsh or
unpleasant, and thus the heart becomes
similarly harsh. (This is the opposite of
sweetness and softness of the heart).

• “But how can a person enter into higher and
higher stages of bhakti without some sort of
assistance?”

• The answer is given.



• Bhakti is said to be the cause of entering bhakti, and
previous acts of bhakti alone are the cause of entering
into higher stages of bhakti.



Jnana and Vairagya are not Limbs of Bhakti

tasmän mad-bhakti-yuktasya
yogino vai mad-ätmanaù |

na jïänaà na ca vairägyaà
präyaù çreyo bhaved iha ||

Therefore (tasmäd), for a devotee engaged in My loving
service (yogino mad-bhakti-yuktasya), with mind fixed
on Me (mad-ätmanaù), the cultivation of knowledge
(impersonal) and renunciation (jïänaà ca vairägyaà) is
generally not the means of achieving the highest
perfection (na präyaù çreyo bhaved) within this world
(iha). SB 11.20.31



Srila Prabhupada about this Verse

• It is the opinion of expert devotees that mental
speculation and the artificial austerities of yoga
practice may be favorable for becoming
liberated from material contamination, but they
will also make one's heart harder and harder.

• They will not help at all in the progress of
devotional service.

• These processes are therefore not favorable for
entering into the transcendental loving service
of the Lord.



Srila Prabhupada about this Verse

• Actually, Kåñëa consciousness—devotional
service itself—is the only way of advancing in
devotional life.

• Devotional service is absolute; it is both the
cause and the effect.

• The Supreme Personality of Godhead is the
cause and effect of all that be, and to approach
Him, the Absolute, the process of devotional
service—which is also absolute—has to be
adopted.



Srila Prabhupada about this Verse

• This is confirmed in Bhagavad-gétä by the Lord
Himself: "One can understand Me only through
devotional service." In beginning His teaching
of the Gétä, the Lord said to Arjuna, "Because
you are My devotee, I shall teach these secrets
to you."

• Vedic knowledge means ultimately to
understand the Supreme Lord, and the process
of entering into His kingdom is devotional
service.



Srila Prabhupada about this Verse

• That is accepted by all authentic scriptures.

• Mental speculators neglect the process of
devotional service, and by simply trying to
defeat others in philosophical research they fail
to develop the ecstasy of devotion.



Topic - 16

The goals of jïäna, 
vairägya and other 

processes are achieved by 
bhakti alone



kintu jïäna-virakty-ädi-sädhyaà bhaktyaiva
sidhyati

However (kintu), the goals of jïäna, vairägya and
other processes (jïäna-virakty-ädi-sädhyaà) are
achieved by bhakti alone (bhaktyaiva sidhyati).

• The goal of jïäna is liberation. The goal of
vairägya is jïäna.

• These are indeed achieved by bhakti alone.



The goals of jïäna, vairägya and other processes are achieved by bhakti alone

yat karmabhir yat tapasä
jïäna-vairägyataç ca yat |
yogena däna dharmeëa
çreyobhir itarair api ||

sarvaà mad-bhakti-yogena
mad-bhakto labhate ’njasä |
svargäpavargaà mad-dhäma

kathaïcid yadi väïchati ||

Everything that can be achieved by fruitive activities, penance (yat karmabhir yat
tapasä), knowledge, detachment (jïäna-vairägyataç ca yat), mystic yoga, charity,
religious duties (yogena däna dharmeëa) and all other means of perfecting life
(çreyobhir itarair api) is easily achieved by My devotee (sarvaà mad-bhaktah
labhate ’njasä) through loving service unto Me (mad-bhakti-yogena). If somehow
or other My devotee desires (kathaïcid mad-bhaktah yadi väïchati) promotion
to heaven, liberation, or residence in My abode (for service) (svargäpavargaà
mad-dhäma), he easily achieves such benedictions (sarvaà anjasä labhate). SB
11.20.32-33



• Kathaïcid yadi väïchati means “if a person
desires things which are useful for serving in
devotion.”

• Examples are Citraketu enjoying in his airplane
given by the Lord, Çukadeva desiring to reject
mäyä and Prahläda desiring to live near the Lord.



trasto ’smy ahaà kåpaëa-vatsala duùsahogra-
saàsära-cakra-kadanäd grasatäà praëétaù |

baddhaù sva-karmabhir uçattama te ’ìghri-mülaà
préto ’pavarga-çaraëaà hvayase kadä nu ||

O Lord, who are kind to the fallen souls (kåpaëa-vatsala)!
Excellent Lord (uçattama)! Thrown into (praëétaù) the
association of devouring demons (grasatäà), bound by
my karmas (sva-karmabhir baddhaù), I am afraid (trastah
asmy ahaà) of destruction (kadanäd) through the
intolerably fierce wheel of saàsära (duùsaha-ugra-
saàsära-cakra). When will you call me (prétah hvayase
kadä nu) to the shelter of your lotus feet (te aìghri-
mülaà), which award liberation (apavarga-çaraëaà)?
SB 7.9.16



Topic - 17

Taste for Bhakti Destroys 
all Material Attachments



• Previously vairägya was condemned at the
beginning of bhakti because it causes the heart
to become hard.

• However, if vairägya is forbidden, the person
practicing bhakti will be filled with material
desires, and having such desires is against the
scriptures; for it is said in Visnu Purana:



viñayäviñöa-cittasya
kåñëäveçaù sudürataù |
väruëé-dig-gataà vastu

vrajan naindréà kim äpnuyät ||

The person absorbed in material enjoyment
(viñayäviñöa-cittasya) is far from being absorbed in
Kåñëa (kåñëäveçaù sudürataù). How can a person
going east (kim väruëé-dig-gataà) catch (äpnuyät)
an object (vastu) moving to the west (naindréà
vrajan)?

To answer this dilemma, the author supplies the
following verse.



Taste for Bhakti Destroys all Material Attachments

rucim udvahatas tatra
janasya bhajane hareù |

viñayeñu gariñöho ’pi 
rägaù präyo viléyate ||

If a person (tatra janasya) has a taste for worshipping the
Lord (hareù bhajane rucim udvahatah), even if he has
strong material attractions (viñayeñu gariñöho api), those
attractions will be for the most part destroyed (präyo
viléyate) during sädhana without resorting to vairägya
(rägaù). (BRS)



• Having a taste for bhakti will destroy the
attachment to material objects.

• Thus, the hardness of heart caused by practice of
vairägya will not take place, and still detachment
will manifest.

• At the stage of ruci or taste for bhakti, material
attraction will be destroyed for the most part
(präyaù).



• The meaning is that it will be completely
destroyed with the maturation of bhakti.

• It is not mentioned, but understood from this
statement that the taste for bhakti not only
produces vairägya but also jïäna.



Taste for Bhakti Destroys all Material Attachments

väsudeve bhagavati
bhakti-yogaù prayojitaù |
janayaty äçu vairägyaà

jïänaà ca yad ahaitukam ||

By rendering devotional service unto the Personality
of Godhead, Çré Kåñëa (väsudeve bhagavati bhakti-
yogaù prayojitaù), one immediately acquires
(janayaty äçu) causeless knowledge (jïänaà ca yad
ahaitukam) and detachment from the world
(vairägyaà). (SB 1.2.7 )



Srila Prabhupada about this Verse

• Actually, a person who is developing Kåñëa
consciousness and still has some attachment to
material enjoyment will soon be freed from such
a tendency by regularly discharging devotional
service under the instruction of a bona fide
spiritual master.



Taste for Bhakti Destroys all Material Attachments

anäsaktasya viñayän
yathärham upayuïjataù |

nirbandhaù kåñëa-sambandhe
yuktaà vairägyam ucyate ||

The vairägya of that person who employs objects suitable
for devotional development (yathä arham upayuïjataù),
while remaining detached from them (anäsaktasya
viñayän), is said to be suitable for bhakti (yuktaà
vairägyam ucyate). The objects should be persistently
related to Kåñëa (nirbandhaù kåñëa-sambandhe). (BRS)





• With this verse, the author shows the type of
vairägya which is suitable for entering bhakti,
and which was previously mentioned.

• The vairägya of the person employing
(upayuïjataù) material objects only to the extent
that they are favorable for his devotional
development (yathärham), while being detached
from material enjoyment, is suitable (yuktam)
for bhakti.

•



• In this, there should be persistence (nirbandhaù)
in relating the objects to Kåñëa.



Srila Prabhupada about this Verse

• Çréla Rüpa Gosvämé, then, recommends that one
should not be attached to material sense enjoyment,
but should accept everything enjoyable which is in
relationship to Kåñëa.

• For example, eating is necessary, and one wants some
palatable dishes to satisfy his sense of taste.

• So in that case, for the satisfaction of Kåñëa rather than
for the satisfaction of the tongue, some palatable dishes
may be prepared and offered to Kåñëa.



Srila Prabhupada about this Verse

• Then it is renunciation.

• Let the palatable dishes be prepared, but unless
they are offered to Kåñëa one should not accept
them for eating.

• This vow of rejecting anything which is not
offered to Kåñëa is actually renunciation.

• And by such renunciation one is able to satisfy
the demands of the senses.



Taste for Bhakti Destroys all Material Attachments

präpaïcikatayä buddhyä
hari-sambandhi-vastunaù |
mumukñubhiù parityägo

vairägyaà phalgu kathyate ||

Rejection (parityägah) of things related to the Lord
(hari-sambandhi-vastunaù) by persons desiring
liberation (mumukñubhiù), who think that these
things are simply material objects (präpaïcikatayä
buddhyä), is called useless vairägya (phalgu
vairägyaà kathyate). (BRS)





• One should also understand what type of
vairägya is unsuitable or useless (phalgu) for
bhakti.

• The author thus speaks of vairägya of those
opposed to the Lord, which ends in offense.

• Hari-sambhandhi-vastu (useful in the service of
the Lord) refers to things such as the Lord’s food
remnants.



• Rejection of objects related to the Lord is of two
types: not asking for those objects related to the
Lord, and rejecting them when offered.

• One should understand that the second type of
rejection becomes an offense. This is stated in
the Viñëu-yämala:

prasädägrahaëaà viñëor varjayed vaiñëavaù sadä

• The Vaiñëava should never refuse the prasäda of
Viñëu. Quoted in Hari-bhakti-viläsa 2.178



Srila Prabhupada about this Verse

• The impersonalists, who try to avoid everything
material, may undergo severe austerities, but they miss
the opportunity of being engaged in the service of the
Lord.

• Thus their renunciation is not sufficient for perfection.

• There are many instances where, following such
artificial renunciation without any contact with
devotional service, the impersonalist again fell down
and became attracted to material contamination.



Srila Prabhupada about this Verse

• There are many supposed renouncers even at
the present moment who officially become
sannyäsés, or renouncers, and outwardly claim
that spiritual existence is truth and material
existence untruth.

• In this way, artificially they make a show of
renunciation of the material world.



Srila Prabhupada about this Verse

• However, because they cannot reach the point
of devotional service, they fail to achieve the
goal, and they again come back to material
activities, such as philanthropic work and
political agitation.

• There are many examples of so-called sannyäsés
who gave up the world as untruth but again
came to the material world, because they were
not seeking their real repose at the lotus feet of
the Lord.



Topic - 18

Other Prominent 
Practices which do not 
constitute the limbs of 

Pure Devotional Service



Other Prominent Practices which do not constitute the 
limbs of Pure Devotional Service

dhana-çiñyädibhir dvärair
yä bhaktir upapädyate |

vidüratväd uttamatä-
hänyä tasyäç ca näìgatä

That bhakti (yä bhaktih) which is accomplished by
dependence on wealth, followers or other objects (dhana-
çiñyädibhir dvärair upapädyate) cannot be considered as
an aìga of uttama-bhakti (näìgatä) because it destroys
the pure nature of that bhakti (tasyäh uttamatä-hänyäh).
It is situated far way from uttama-bhakti (vidüratväd).
(BRS)



• Bhakti accomplished through wealth and
followers indicates this negligence or
inattentiveness.

• Such execution cannot be accepted as an aìga of
uttama-bhakti.

• Among the aìgas of bhakti, wealth and the other
items are generally not needed for hearing and
chanting.



• The excellence of bhakti is destroyed when it
depends on wealth and followers.

• For instance, in deity worship, one person may
feel that he cannot perform all the services for
the deity at once by himself and thus depend on
followers.

• However this danger is not present in all aìgas
of bhakti.



Srila Prabhupada about this Verse

• The spiritual master must never be carried away
by an accumulation of wealth or a large number
of followers.

• A bona fide spiritual master will never become
like that. But sometimes, if a spiritual master is
not properly authorized and only on his own
initiative becomes a spiritual master, he may be
carried away by an accumulation of wealth and
large numbers of disciples.



Srila Prabhupada about this Verse

• His is not a very high grade of devotional
service.

• If a person is carried away by such
achievements, then his devotional service
becomes slackened.

• One should therefore strictly adhere to the
principles of disciplic succession.



Other Prominent Practices which do not constitute the 
limbs of Pure Devotional Service

viçeñaëatvam evaiñäà
saàçrayanty adhikäriëäm |

vivekädény ato ’méñäm
api näìgatvam ucyate

Discrimination and other material qualities (vivekädény
ato améñäm api) cannot be considered as aìgas of uttama-
bhakti (na aìgatvam ucyate), since on their own they
take shelter (eñäà saàçrayanty) of the excellent
condition of persons practicing uttama-bhakti
(adhikäriëäm viçeñaëatvam). (BRS)



• Discernment and other qualities take shelter of
the excellent condition (viçeñaëatvam) of the
devotees (eñäm adhikäriëäm).

• Thus, discrimination and other qualities
(améñäm) should not be considered aìgas.



Topic - 19

All Good Qualities 
automatically take shelter 

of a Devotee



All Good Qualities automatically take shelter of a 
Devotee

kåñëonmukhaà svayaà yänti
yamäù çaucädayas tathä |
ity eñäà ca na yuktä syäd
bhakty-aìgäntara-pätitä

Basic rules of conduct (yamäù), rules of cleanliness and
other actions (yamäù çaucädayas tathä) appear
automatically in those who are extremely dedicated to
Kåñëa (kåñëonmukhaà svayaà yänti). Thus, they are not
included as aìgas of bhakti (ity eñäà bhakty-aìgäntara-
pätitä na syäd). (BRS)



• By stating that yama and çauca automatically
appear in the devotee, the author rejects them as
aìgas of bhakti (actions that produce bhakti).

• The rules of conduct (yamäù) are as follows:



ahiàsä satyam asteyam
asaìgo hrér asaïcayaù

ästikyaà brahmacaryaà ca
maunaà sthairyaà kñamäbhayam

Nonviolence, truthfulness, not coveting or stealing
the property of others (ahiàsä satyam asteyam),
detachment, humility, freedom from
possessiveness (asaìgo hrér asaïcayaù), trust in
the principles of religion, celibacy (ästikyaà
brahmacaryaà ca), silence, steadiness, forgiveness
and fearlessness (maunaà sthairyaà kñamä
abhayam) are the twelve primary disciplinary
principles. SB 11.19.33



• “Should the devotees in whom the good qualities
do not appear on their own be considered to be
actually non-devotees?”

• This verse answers. Kåñëonmukham means
“extremely dedicated to Kåñëa (kåñëa-utkåñöa-
mukham).”

• For those persons extremely absorbed in Kåñëa,
the good qualities spontaneously appear.



All Good Qualities automatically take shelter of a 
Devotee

ete na hy adbhutä vyädha
tavähiàsädayo guëäù |

hari-bhaktau pravåttä ye 
na te syuù para-täpinaù

O hunter (vyädha)! These qualities such as non-violence
(ete ahiàsädayo guëäù) are not astonishing (na hy
adbhutä), because the persons who engage in devotion to
the Lord (hari-bhaktau pravåttä ye) will never cause
affliction to others (na te syuù para-täpinaù). (Skandha
Purana)



All Good Qualities automatically take shelter of a 
Devotee

antaù-çuddhir bahiù-çuddhis
tapaù-çänty-adayas tathä |
amé guëäù prapadyante
hari-seväbhikäminäm

Internal and external purity (antaù-çuddhir bahiù-
çuddhih), austerity (sense control), peacefulness and
other qualities (tapaù-çänty-adayas tathä) take shelter
(amé guëäù prapadyante) of persons who desire to serve
the Lord (hari-seväbhikäminäm). (Skandha Purana)



Srila Prabhupada about this Section

• A Kåñëa conscious person, being naturally
purified, has no need of developing any other
purificatory process of thought or action.

• On account of his being highly elevated in
Kåñëa consciousness, he has already acquired all
the good qualities and is following the rules and
regulations prescribed for the mystic yogic
process.

• Such rules are automatically practiced by the
devotees.



Srila Prabhupada about this Section

• A concrete example is the quality of nonviolence,
which is considered a good qualification.

• A devotee is naturally nonviolent and therefore doesn't
have to practice nonviolence separately.

• Some people seek purification by joining a vegetarian
movement, but a devotee is automatically a vegetarian.

• He doesn't need to practice separately in this matter or
to join any society for vegetarians.

• He is automatically a vegetarian.



Topic - 20

Eka-Anga and Aneka-
Anga Bhakti



Eka-Anga and Aneka-Anga Bhakti

sä bhaktir eka-mukhyäëgä
çritänaikäìgi kätha vä |

sva-väsanänusäreëa
niñöhätaù siddhi-kåd bhavet

Bhakti (sä bhaktih), taking shelter of one principal aìga
(eka-mukhya aëgä çritäh) or many aìgas (na ekäìgi
kätha vä) according to one’s desire (sva-väsanänusäreëa),
and practiced with steadiness (niñöhätaù), brings about
the desired result (bhäva and prema) (siddhi-kåd
bhavet).(BRS)



çré viñëoù çravaëe parékñid abhavad vaiyäsakiù kértane
prahlädaù smaraëe tad-aìghri-bhajane lakñméù påthuù püjane |

akrüras tv abhivandane kapi-patir däsye ’tha sakhya ’rjunaù
sarvasvätma-nivedane balir abhüt kåñëäptir eñäà param

Parékñit is an example of hearing about the Lord (çré viñëoù çravaëe
parékñid abhavad) and Çukadeva is an example of chanting the
glories of the Lord (vaiyäsakiù kértane). Prahläda is an example of
remembering the Lord (prahlädaù smaraëe) and Lakñmé is an
example of serving the lotus feet of the Lord (tad-aìghri-bhajane
lakñméù). Påthu is an example of performing deity worship of the
Lord (påthuù püjane). Akrüra is an example of attaining perfection
by offering prayers to the Lord (akrüras tv abhivandane).
Hanumän is an example of service with the attitude of a servant of
the Lord (kapi-patir däsye). Arjuna is an example of friendship
with the Lord (atha sakhya arjunaù). Bali is an example of offering
the self to the Lord (sarvasvätma-nivedane balih). They achieved
Kåñëa by following principally one aìga (eñäà kåñëäptir param
abhüt). (Padyavali)



Eka-Anga and Aneka-Anga Bhakti

sa vai manaù kåñëa-padäravindayor
vacäàsi vaikuëöha-guëänuvarëane |
karau harer mandira-märjanädiñu

çrutià cakäräcyuta-sat-kathodaye ||266||

mukunda-liìgälaya-darçane dåçau
tad-bhåtya-gätra-sparçe ’ìga-saìgamaà |

ghräëaà ca tat-päda-saroja-saurabhe
çrémat-tulasyä rasanäà tad-arpite ||267||

pädau hareù kñetra-padänusarpaëe
çiro håñékeça-padäbhivandane |

kämaà ca däsye na tu käma-kämyayä
yathottamaùçloka-janäçrayä ratiù



Srila Prabhupada about this Section

• The idea is that we should follow in the footsteps of
great devotees.

• If we are unable to execute all the different items of
devotional service, we must try to execute at least one
of them, as exemplified by previous äcäryas.

• If we are engaged in the execution of all the items of
devotional service, as was Mahäräja Ambaréña, then the
perfection of devotional service is guaranteed from
each one of these items.



Srila Prabhupada about this Section

• With the first complete engagement, one becomes
automatically detached from material contamination,
and liberation becomes the maidservant of the devotee.

• This idea is confirmed by Bilvamaìgala Öhäkura.

• If one develops unalloyed devotion to the Lord,
liberation will follow the devotee as his maidservant.


