Topic-11

Duties Expected of a
Qualitied Practitioner



Duties Expected of a Qualified Practitioner

[t has been established that bhakti should be

______

without other desires (anyabhilasita-stnyam).

It has also been shown that all humans,
regardless of social position, are qualified for this
type of bhakti.

But, isn’t there a problem with this?!



Duties Expected of a Qualified Practitioner

 If all people who are qualified for bhakti start
neglecting Varnasrama duties, then isn’t it sinful?

* If they do not perform their prescribed duties,
(and they simply perform bhakti), all people will
be engaging in sinful activity.



Duties Expected of a Qualified Practitioner

* That being the case, how can they become pure,
it they are sinful?

* Should they pertorm some kind of atonements?

Let us SEE



Duties Expected of a Qualified Practitioner

ananusthanato doso
bhakty-anganam prajayate
na karmanam akaranad
esa bhakty-adhikarinam

nisiddhacarato daivat
prayascittam tu nocitam
1tl vaisnava-sastranam
rahasyam tad-vidam matam



Duties Expected of a Qualified Practitioner

The person qualified for bhakti (esa bhakty-adhikarinam)
is at fault (dosah prajayate) for failing to pertorm all of
the important angas of bhakti (bhakty-anganam
akaranad). But he is not at fault for failing to perform the
duties of varna and asrama (na karmanam akaranad).

If he, by chance (daivat), happens to commit some sin
(nisiddha acarato), there is no atonement prescribed for
him (prayascittarn tu na ucitam). This is the opinion (iti
matam) of those who know the secret of Vaisnava
scriptures (vaisnava-$astranam rahasyam tad-vidam).



Duties Expected of a Qualified Practitioner

e It is a fault if t

nose qualified for bhakti fail to

perform the rec

uired angas of bhakti such as

observance ot Ekadasi or Janmastami.

* It is not a fault if they do not perform varnasrama

activities.



Duties Expected of a Qualified Practitioner

* It they commit forbidden acts because of
influence of  previous vaisnava-aparadha,
atonement is not required, since these pure
devotees do not have a natural tendency for
sinful actions.

 Bhakti alone acts as atonement. This is the
conclusion of the Vaisnava scriptures.



Duties Expected of a Qualified Practitioner

* There is no fault it a person does not pertorm all
the sixty-tour angas of bhakti.

* The essential angas are the first twenty and the
last five are: chanting, hearing Bhagavatam,
association with devotees, living in a holy place
and deity worship.



Summary of the Duties Expected of a Sadhaka

1. He is at fault for failing to perform the essential
angas of Bhakti.

2. He is not at fault for failing to perform the
duties of Varna and Asrama



Summary of the Duties Expected of a Sadhaka

3. It he commits a torbidden activity, he need not

perform the Karma-Kandiya Prayascitta.

4. For such a person, Bhakti alone acts as his
atonement.



But Srila Prabhupada Warns

* Srila Riipa Gosvami warns, however, that if a person is
properly initiated by a bona fide spiritual master, he
should not think that simply by the acceptance of such
initiation his business is then finished.

* One still has to follow the rules and regulations very
carefully.

* If after accepting the spiritual master and being initiated
one does mnot follow the rules and regulations of
devotional service, then he is again fallen.



But Srila Prabhupada Warns
One must be very vigilant to remember that he is the
part and parcel of the transcendental body of Krsna, and
that it is his duty as part and parcel to give service to the

whole, or Krsna.

It we do not render service to Krsna then again we fall

down.

In other words, simply becoming initiated does not
elevate one to the position of a high-class brahmana.

One also has to discharge the duties and follow the
regulative principles very rigidly.



Srila Prabhupada on this Verse

 Sri Rapa Gosvami also says that if one is regularly
discharging devotional service, there will be no question

of a falldown.

* But even if circumstantially there is some talldown, the
Vaisnava need have nothing to do with the prayascitta,

the ritualistic ceremony for purification.

* If someone tfalls down from the principles of devotional
service, he need not take to the prayascitta performances

for reformation.



Srila Prabhupada on this Verse
* He simply has to execute the rules and regulations for
discharging devotional service, and this is sufficient for

his reinstatement.

 This is the mystery of the Vaisnava (devotional) cult.



What does it mean to not
perform Varnasrama Duties?

Is a devotee irresponsible or
Ungratetul?



Did Arjuna really follow
the Instruction of “sarva-
dharman parityajya”?



OR
Was it a Clarion Call for a
Change of Paradigm?



na dharmarm nadharmam sruti-gana-niruktam kila kuru
vraje radha-krsna-pracura-paricaryam iha tanuh
Saci-sinum nandisvara-pati-sutatve guru-varam

mukunda-presthatve smara param ajasrarm nanu manah

Indeed (nanu), do not perform (na kila kuru) any pious
acts (dharmarn) prescribed in the Vedas and supporting
literature (Sruti-gana-niruktarm), or sinful acts torbidden
in them (na adharmar). Staying here in Vraja (iha vraje),
please perform (tanuh) profuse service (pracura-
paricaryam) to Sri Sri Radha-Krsna (radha-krsna). O
mind (manah), unceasingly remember (ajasrarn smara)
the son of Sacl (Saci-sanum) as the son of Nanda
Maharaja (nandisvara-pati-sutatve), and Sr1 Guru (guru-
varam) as the dearest servant of Lord Mukunda (param
mukunda-presthatve).



. QUALIFIED FOR | ACCEPT _ PRAMAN

KARMI WHAT HE  WHAT HE SELF
LIKES DISLIKES
MATERIALIST (RAGA) (DVESHA)

2 KARMA YOGI DHARMA  ADHARMA  DHARMA
SASTRAS

3 BHAKTI YOGI BHAKTI BHAKTI BHAKTI
ANUKULA PRATIKULA SASTRAS



dharmasya sankalpo anukulyasya sankalpo
adharmasya varjanam pratikulyasya varjanam

Varnasrama Bhakti




dharmasya sankalpo
dharmasya varjanam

raga sankalpo anukulyasya sankalpo
dvesha varjanam pratikulyasya varjanam



dharmasya sankalpo anukulyasya sankalpo
adharmasya varjanam pratikulyasya varjanam

Varnasrama Bhakti



What is the Basis of
Varnasrama System?



Basis of Varnasrama — Visnu Worship

1 1.2.13]]
atah pumbhir dvija-srestha
varnasrama-vibhagasah
svanusthitasya dharmasya
samsiddhir hari-tosanam

O best of the brahmanas (dvija-Sresth)! The
complete pertection of dharma (svanusthitasya
dharmasya samsiddhih), according to divisions ot
varnasrama (varnasrama-vibhagasah) by men
(pumbhih), is pleasing the Lord (sarsiddhir hari-

tosanam).



Basis of Varnasrama — Visnu Worship

1 1.2.8
dharmah svanusthitah pumsam
visvaksena-kathasu yah
notpadayed yadi ratim
Srama eva hi kevalam

Varnasrama-dharma of the human being (dharmah
svanusthitah pumsam), which does not produce
attraction (yadi yah notpadayed ratim) for topics of
the Lord (visvaksena-kathasu), is only wasted ettort
(srama eva hi kevalam).






Do the Sastras recommend that
everyone within the
“Varnasrama system” perform
“Varnasrama duties” as
prescribed in the “Dharma

Sastras’?



What about the Jnana Yogi?



yas tv atma-ratir eva syad
atma-trptas ca manavah

almany eva ca santustas

tasya karyam na vidyate

The human (manavah) who is attracted to the atma
(yah tu atma-ratir eva syad), satistied in the atma
(atma-trptah), and completely satistied with atma
alone (atmany eva ca santustah), has nothing to do
in regard to fulfilling desires (tasya karyam na
vidyate).



naiva tasya krtenartho
nakrteneha kascana
na casya sarva-bhiitesu
kascid artha-vyapasrayah

He does not gain (na eva arthah) by performance of
action(tasya krtena), nor lose by not performing
action (na akrtena iha kascana). For him (asya),
nothing in this world (na kascid sarva-bhiitesu) is
worthy of pursuing for fulfilling his desires (artha-

vyapasrayah).



What about the Astanga
Yogi?



aruruksor muner yogam
karma karanam ucyate
yogariidhasya tasyaiva
Samah karanam ucyate

For the sage wishing to attain yoga (yogam
aruruksor muner), action is said to be the cause of
elevation (karma karanam ucyate). For the sage
who has already attained yoga (yogartdhasya),
cessation of action is said to be the cause of
maintaining that state (tasya eva Samah karanam
ucyate).



What about the Bhakti Yogi?



sarva-dharman parityajya
mam ekarh $aranam vraja |
aharm tvarh sarva-papebhyo

moksayisyami ma sucah

Giving up all dharmas (sarva-dharman parityajya),
surrender to Me alone (mam ekam saranar vraja). I will
deliver you (aham tvam moksayisyami) from all sins
(sarva-papebhyo). Do not worry (ma sucah). (BG 18.66)



What is the role of
Varnasrama Prescribed

Duties?



What is the role of Varnasrama Prescribed
Duties?

* The Lord explains that this renunciation of

fighting does not lead to liberation, svarga or
fame.

Po—

* It is not practiced (justam) by those aspiring for
liberation (arya), because those who are arya
practice their designated duties for purification
of the heart, (BG 2.2 Commentary by Baladeva
Vldyabhusana)




\
@\ SR/ | T e | STO
é P U \"a")) 1 wcusS

\60_)\\/\('(/\} T\f\C JE5 j
\

NEEY | e LRy STA
- = N/ <
@ Pt -
@uqe'\gﬁ = =N

\ & cor
e 2




What is the role of Varnasrama Prescribed
Duties?

* The renounced order of life can be accepted
when one has been puritied by the discharge of
the prescribed form of duties which are laid
down just to purity the hearts of materialistic
men.

* Without purification, one cannot attain success
by abruptly adopting the fourth order of life
(sannyasa). (BG 3.4 Purport by Srila
Prabhupada)



What is the role of Varnasrama Prescribed
Duties?

NQ S

. Wﬁ( should not be given up capriciously,
without purification of materialistic propensities.

* Anyone who is in the material world is certainly
possessed of the impure propensity for lording it
over material nature, or, in other words, for
sense gratification. -

-




What is the role of Varnasrama Prescribed

Duties?

* Such polluted propensities have to be cleared.

* Without doing so, through prescribed duties,
one should never attempt to become a so-called
transcendentalist, renouncing work and living at

the cost of others. (BG 3.8 Purport by Srila
Prabhupada)




What is the role of Varnasrama Prescribed
Duties?

@
Q’\'\T\‘QE S2 S
* Now, if you are a sanistha bhakta, you perform

dharma for purification of the heart.

F

* If you are a parinisthita bhakti, you pertorm
dharmas to teach others.

* Performance of {dharma is required for these
types of bhakti. (BG 18.66 Commentary by

Baladeva Vidyabhusana)



How would a Bhakti Yogi’s
Heart be Puritied if he
neglects his Varnasrama
Duties?



Klesaghni — Destruction
of Sultering



Klesaghni — Destruction of Suffering

o Klesa or sutfering is three fold.

Avidva
Ignornance

\\/ e Sinful reaction (Papam) is of 2

Bijam types.
Matenal Desire yP

L e Eifects that are to be experienced

Papam in tuture li Aprarabdha).
oapam uture lives (Aprarabdha)

5 e Effects that are to be experienced
Suffering in this life time (Prarabdha).




Sri Siksastakam Sloka One

ceto-darpana-marjanam bhava-maha-davagni-

nirvapanar
Sreyah-kairava-candrika-vitaranam vidya-vadhu-
jivanam
anandambudhi-vardhanam prati-padam
puarnamrtasvadanam

sarvatma-snapanar parar vijayate Sri-krsna-

sankirtanam



How would a Bhakti Yogi’s Heart be Purified?

19.31 ||
ksiprarh bhavati dharmatma
Sasvac-chantim nigacchati
kaunteya pratijanihi
na me bhaktah pranasyati

Very quickly he becomes a righteous person
(ksipram  bhavati dharmatma), and becomes
completely devoid of contamination ($asvat-santir
nigacchati). O son of Kunti (kaunteya), you declare
(pratijanihi) that My devotee never perishes (na me
bhaktah pranasyati).



SVCT

* “How can You accept the worship of such a sintul
person?

* How can you eat the food and drink otfered by a
heart contaminated with lust and anger?”

* “Very quickly he becomes righteous.”



SVCT

* The present is used and not the future to express
the fact that having committed sin, by
remembering the Lord, he becomes repentant,
and thus very quickly becomes righteous.

 “O how unfortunate I am! There is no one as low
as 1, bringing bad name to the devotees.”

* Repeatedly (sasvat), he feels completely (ni for
nitaram) disgust ($antim) for those actions.



SVCT

* Or, the use of the present tense can indicate that
in the future he will develop righteousness tully,
but even right now it exists in a subtle form.

* After taking medicine, though the destructive
etfects of tever or poison remains for some time,
it is not considered seriously.

* Thus, with the entrance of bhakti in his mind, the
sinful actions are not taken seriously.



SVCT

* And the traces of sin such as lust and anger
should be considered insignificant, like the biting
of a toothless snake.

* Thus he attains (nigacchati) complete cessation of
lust and anger ($antim) permanently (Sasvat).

* This means that even during the stage of having
tendency to commit sin, he has a pure heart.



SVCT

* “It he eventually becomes righteous there would
be no argument. However, it a devotee is sintul
right up till his death, what is his position?”

e The Lord, atfectionate to His devotees, then
speaks loudly with a little anger.

* “O son of Kunti, My devotee is not destroyed. At
the time of death, he does not fall.”



SVCT

* “But arguers with harsh tongues will not respect
this.”

* Krsna then encourages the worried, lamenting
Arjuna.

* “O Kaunteya, going to the squabbling assembly,
with a tumultuous sound of drums, throwing
your hands in the air, you should fearless declare

this.”



SVCT

“Declare what?”

“Declare that My devotee, the devotee of the
Supreme Lord, though committing sin, does not
perish, but rather reaches success.



SVCT

* And thus, one should not accept the statements of
the falsely intelligent persons, who, after hearing
about ananya bhakti even of the greatest sinner,
think that this declaration made by the pure
devotee cannot apply in cases where attachment
to wite and children, sintul acts, lamentation,
illusion, lust, anger and other despicable qualities
manifest.




Baladeva

* But one who exclusively worships Me is purified
of his incidental sinful acts by Me, the Lord of all
beings, who am most puritying, because I hold
that devotee in My mind.

* He then very quickly becomes steady in proper
conduct (dharmatma).



Baladeva

* Continually repenting his previous acts ($asvat),
he attains (nigacchati) complete cessation
(santim) of all those sinful acts which are
obstacles to remembering Me.”

* “The smartas will not consider such a person
proper if he has not performed atonement rites.”



Baladeva

* Controlled by attraction to His devotee, the Lord
then replies with slight anger.

* “O son of Kunti! Going to that assembly of
smartas, declare, “My exclusive devotee, it he
commits sinful acts out of negligence, is not
destroyed.




Baladeva

* He does not become separated from Me and attain
misfortune.

* Rather, purified by Me, who am most puritying,
he shines with qualification to attain Me.



Baladeva

* The smrtis say:
sva-pada-millam bhajatah priyasya
tyaktanya-bhavasya harih paresah
vikarma yac cotpatitarh kathancid
dhunoti sarvam hrdi sannivistah

One who has thus given up all other engagements (tyaktanya-
bhavasya) and has taken full shelter at the lotus feet of Hari
(harih sva-pada-mulam bhajatah), the Supreme Personality of
Godhead (paresah), is very dear to the Lord (priyasya). Indeed,
it such a surrendered soul accidentally commits some sinful
activity (vikarma yac cotpatitam kathancid), the Supreme
Personality of Godhead, who is seated within everyone’s heart

(hrdi sannivistah), immediately takes away the reaction to such
sin (dhunoti sarvarm). SB 11.5.42



Baladeva

* What was said was in relation to smarta
atonement, which is meant for those following
smarta rules, those other than My exclusive
devotees.

* But remembrance of Me is elfective as atonement
tor My devotees.”



Srila Prabhupada

* Generally, a devotee who is engaged in the nine
kinds of devotional activities is engaged in the
process of cleansing all material contamination
from the heart.

* He puts the Supreme Personality of Godhead
within his heart, and all sinful contaminations are
naturally washed away.



Srila Prabhupada

* Continuous thinking of the Supreme Lord makes
him pure by nature.

* According to the Vedas, there is a certain
regulation that if one falls down from his exalted
position he has to undergo certain ritualistic
processes to purity himsellf.



Srila Prabhupada

 But here there is no such condition, because the
puritying process is already there in the heart of
the devotee, due to his remembering the Supreme
Personality of Godhead constantly.

* Theretore, the chanting of Hare Krsna, Hare
Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare
Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare should be
continued without stoppage.



Srila Prabhupada

* This will protect a devotee from all accidental
talldowns.

 He will thus remain perpetually free from all
material contaminations.



Summary of the Duties Expected of a Sadhaka

1. He is at fault for failing to perform the essential
angas of Bhakti.

2. He is not at fault for failing to perform the
duties of Varna and Asrama



Summary of the Duties Expected of a Sadhaka

3. It he commits a torbidden activity, he need not

perform the Karma-Kandiya Prayascitta.

4. For such a person, Bhakti alone acts as his
atonement.



Proot tor the Duties
Expected of a Qualitied
Practitioner



Proof for the Duties Expected of a Qualified Practitioner

sve sve ’dhikare ya nistha
sa gunah parikirtitah |

viparyayas tu dosah syad
ubhayor esa niScayah

Steadiness in one’s own position (sve sve adhikare ya
nistha) is declared to be actual piety (sa gunah
parikirtitah), whereas deviation from one’s position is
considered impiety (viparyayah tu dosah syad). In this
way the two are definitely ascertained (ubhayor esa
niscayah). (SB 11.21.2)



Proof for the Duties Expected of a Qualified

Practitioner

* With the words sve sve adhikare, different
qualifications are signified for karma, jiana and

bhakti.

NS A TN
T e S
* For the person qualitied( for pure bhakd,

performance of the actions of karma or jiiana,
and failure to perform bhakti are both faults.




Srila Prabhupada on this Verse

* Practically there are three processes for elevating
one to the platform of spiritual consciousness.

* These processes are called karma, jiana and

bhakti.

* Ritualistic performances are in the field of karma.
Speculative processes are in the field of jiiana.



Srila Prabhupada on this Verse

* One who has taken to bhakti, the devotional
service of the Lord, need have nothing to do with

—

karma or jiiana.

-

* It has been already explained that pure
devotional service is without any tinge of karma

Or jiana.

* Bhakti should have no tinge of philosophical

speculation or ritualistic performances.



Proof for the Duties Expected of a Qualified Practitioner
Q) sva-pada-milam bhajatah priyasya
) 4— tyaktanya-bhavasya harih paresah
vikarma yac cotpatitam kathaicid
dhunoti sarvam hrdi sannivistah

One who has thus given up all other engagements (tyakta
anya-bhavasya) and has taken full shelter at the lotus feet
of Hari (sva-pada-mulam bhajatah), the Supreme
Personality of Godhead (paresah), is very dear to the Lord
(harih priyasya). Indeed, it such a surrendered soul
accidentally commits some sinful activity (kathancid yad
vikarma), the Supreme Personality of Godhead, who is
seated within everyone’s heart (sarvam hrdi sannivistah),
immediately takes away (dhunoti) the reaction to such sin
(yat utpatitam ). (SB 11.5.42)




Proof for the Duties Expected of a Qualified Practitioner
BT
tasman mad-bhakti-yuktasya /},®
yogino vai mad-atmanah
na jianam na ca vairagyam
-
rayah sreyo bhaved iha <X

/

Theretore (tasmad), for a devotee engaged in My loving
service (yogino mad-bhakti-yuktasya), with mind fixed
on Me (mad-atmanah), the cultivation of knowledge and
renunciation (jianarh ca vairagyar) is generally not (na
prayah) the means of achieving the highest perfection
within this world (Sreyo bhaved iha).(SB 11.20.31)



Proof tor the Duties Expected of a Qualified Practitioner
Wl — -
K — U0 S0
(téwat?karmani kurvitzb et L
(na nirvidyeta yévatz{)/%& Cos T
o L/Kn,lat-kat?a-_sraﬁanac.l_au va
\EWS sraddha\fgva na jayate &) _Ser

One should continue to perform the Vedic ritualistic
activities (tavat karmani kurvita) until one actually
becomes detached from material sense gratification (na
nirvidyeta yavata) and develops faith for hearing and
chanting about Me (mat-katha-sravanadau va sSraddha
yavan na jayate). (SB 11.20.9)



Proof for the Duties Expected of a Qualified Practitioner

G n 8¢ UL Q-(o\d('@e-’b Vst
Ltyaktvé sva—dharmarﬁb(caranémbuj am harer

bhajann hpakvo “tha patet tato yadi &
yatra kva vabhadram abhad amusya kim

ko vartha apto ’bhajatam eva-dharmatalb @

It a person having given up his duties in varnasrama
(tyaktva sva-dharmarn), begins the worship of the Lord’s
lotus teet (hareh caranambujam bhajann), and happens
to deviate or not reach perfection (yadi apakvah atha tato
patet), there is no misfortune for him at all in the future
(yatra kva vabhadram abhtid amusya kim). But what
does (kah va arthah) the person who follows all duties of

varnasrama (sva-dharmatah) but does not worship the
Lord (abhaiatam) e¢ain (aptah)? (SB 1.5.17)




Duties Expected of a Qualified Practitioner

Ivat Y AN VV\QJ\‘H'S /’7 ‘o | =

ajiayaiva gunan dosan e ™

I_nayadi_slan api svakan | $EST
dharman santyajya yah sarvan

————— A\
mam bhajet sa ca sattamah @%E\Q‘\@a

He perfectly understands (ajinaya) that the ordinary religious duties
prescribed by Me in various Vedic scriptures (maya adistan)
possess favourable qualities that purity the performer, and he knows
that neglect of such duties constitutes a discrepancy in one’s life
(gunan dosan). Having taken complete shelter at My lotus feet,
however, a saintly person ultimately renounces such ordinary
religious duties (dharman santyajya yah sarvan) and worships Me
alone (marh bhajet). He is thus considered the best among all living
entities (sa ca sattamah). (SB 11.11.32)




Duties Expected ot a Qualilied Practitioner

devarsi-bhutapta-nfnar pitinan Q) ~
na kinkaro nayam rni ca rajan
sarvatmana yah $aranarm $aranyam (L\/\&f‘b

gato mukundar parihrtya kartam "©F

FelwEld SrEaChren
Anyone who has jaken shelter of the lotus feet of
Mukunda (yah gatof mukundarm saranarm), the giver of
liberation (faranyany), giving up all kinds ot obligations
(parihrtya kartam)| and has taken to the path in all
seriousness (sarvatmana), owes neither duties nor
obligations (na kinkaro na ayam 1ni) to the demi-gods,
sages, general living entities, family members, humankind
or forefathers (deva-rsi-bhuta-apta-nrnam-pitrnam). (SB
11.5.41) " -




Proof for Duties Expected of a Qualified Practitioner

* Giving up all obligations (parihrtya kartam) here means that the
devotee rejects the distraction of one’s attention caused by
thinking that Indra or Candra must be worshipped.

eo&d‘?‘”
* Having surrendefed (sarana m_gatah), that person has destroyed

all prarabdha-karmas and consequently destroys being situated in

varnasrama (since he has HOW w

* That person is no longer obliged to perform regular varnasrama
duties.
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Srila Prabhupada on this Verse
The purport is that as soon as a man takes his birth, he
is immediately indebted to so many sources.

He is indebted to the great sages because he profits by
reading their authoritative scriptures and books.

There are many other sages, like Sankaracarya, Gautama
Muni and Narada Muni, to whom we are indebted

because we take advantage ot their knowledge.

Similarly, we are obliged to our foretathers, because we
take our birth in a particular family, where we take all
advantages and inherit propertv.



Srila Prabhupada on this Verse

e Theretore, we are indebted to the foretathers and have
to offer them pinda (prasada) atter they are dead.

 Similarly, to the people in general we are also indebted,
as well as to our relatives, friends and even animals such

as cows and dogs who render us so much service.

* In this way, we are indebted to the demigods, to the
foretathers, to the sages, to the animals and to society in
general.



Srila Prabhupada on this Verse

* It is our duty to repay them all by proper
discharge of service.

* But by the one stroke of devotional service, if
someone gives up all obligations and simply
surrenders unto the Supreme Personality of
Godhead, he is no longer a debtor, nor obliged to
any other source of benetit.



Proof of Duties Expected of a Qualified Practitioner

sarva-dharman parityajya @
mam ekam Saranarn vraja | D)
aharm tvar sarva-papebhyo @

“moksayisyami ma sucah

Giving up all dharmas (sarva-dharman parityajya),
surrender to Me alone (mam ekar saranarh vraja). I will
deliver you (aham tvam moksayisyami) from all sins
(sarva-papebhyo). Do not worry (ma sucah). (BG 18.66)



SVCT
Qe SV
“Am 1 supposed to perform the meditation and other-
processes along with my varna asrama duties or without
them?” ~

“Giving up all duties of varna and asrama (sarva-
dharman parityajya), surrender only to Me.”

One should not say that parityaja means sannyasya, to
adopt the sannyasa order, because Arjuna was a ksatriya,
not qualified for sannyasa.



SVCT

* As well it should not be said the Lord used
Arjuna just to instruct all other people who are
not ksatriyas to take sannyasa, for Arjuna was
qualified to be the recipient of the Lord’s
instructions which could not be taught to others.

* Nor should one explain the meaning of parityajya
in this verse as merely “give up all the results of

activities.” \eoowno- P\ & A TH&




SVCT

devarsi-bhuitapta-nfnam pitinam
@anﬂdﬁﬁaro nayam [nica rajan
sarvatmana yah saranam $aranyarm

gato mukundam parihrtya kartam

martyo yadﬁ&akta—samasta—kagl_él_)
niveditatma vicikirsito me
tadamrtatvam pratipadyamano
mayatma-bhiiyaya ca kalpate vai




SVCT

\/fz{vat karmani kurvita

na nirvidyeta yavata
mat-katha-Sravanadau va
Sraddha yavan na jayate

%ﬁéyaiva gunan dosan
mayadistan api svakan
dharman santyajya yah sarvan
marh bhajet sa ca sattamah



SVCT

* The meaning of the word should thus be
explained using all these statements of the Lord
with no contradiction.

* The meaning can indeed be understood correctly
by the pretix pariywhich means “completely.”




SVCT

* “Surrender only to Me (mam ekarm $aranam

vraja).” R Y

— \Ccsﬁvvéé, \

This means that there should be no worshij

b_of

devatas, astanga-yoga, jiana or dharma or other

elements in that surrender.




SVCT

* “And by tollowing My orders you should not fear
some loss on your part in giving up nitya and
naimittika-karmas.

* The order to perform these nitya-karmas was
given by Me in the form of the Vedas.

* Now, I am ordering you to give them all up
completely.



SVCT

* Is there sin in not pertorming your nitya-karmas?

_—
N

* No, rather the opposite—in performing nitya-
karmas vyou will commit sin, because of
disobeying My direct order.”




SVCT

* Then starting today, it 1 surrender to You, I
should then do whatever You say whether it is

good or bad.

* If You make me perform dharma, then I will not
worry at all.

* But it You engage me in adharma, since You are
the Supreme Lord and can do what You want,
then what will happen to me? Please tell me.”



SVCT

* “I will free you from all sinful reactions—irom
whatever reactions exist from the far past and
recent past, and from whatever reactions arise
from acts I will make you pertorm in the future.

* This is not impossible for Me to do, though it
cannot be done by anyone else to whom you
surrender.



SVCT

Taking you as the means, I am giving instructions
to the whole world.

Do not feel griet for your own weltare or that of
others.



SVCT

* May you and all other people, giving up all
dharmas—your own and everyone else’s—
absorbing your thoughts and actions in Me,
surrendering to Me, remain in contentment.

* | Myselt have accepted the burden of freeing you
from sin, and freeing you from sarnsara.



SVCT

ananyas cintayanto mam
ye janah paryupasate
tesam nityabhiyuktanam
yoga-ksemar vahamy aham

But I carry the burden of supply and maintenance ot
those who desire constant association with Me, and

who, thinking only of Me, worship only Me. BG
0.22



SVCT
Do not lament thinking ‘Oh, I have thrown my

own burden on my master!’

It is no strain at all for Me, who am most
attectionate to My devotee.

Nothing else remains to be instructed.”

Thus the scripture has been concluded.



Proot of Duties Expected of a Qualified Practitioner

* The word pari (fully) should be understood to mean
that the rejection (tyaga) should be complete.

* “I will free you from all sins (sarva-papebhyah)” means,
“I will free you tfrom all impediments to bhakti.”

e There is no sin for them because those with faith in
bhakti give up the duties of dharma by the order of the
Lord.



All Said and Done.......

Srila Prabhupada did say that
50% of his mission is
“Establishing Varnasrama”!!!

How do we Understand this?



Option — 1

Establishing Varnasrama
institution as a stepping stone

for the Outsiders to take up to
Suddh[a Bhakti

e



Morning Walk — Feb 9, 1976, Mayapur

Prabhupada: No, ISKCON is not going to be social
reformer, but as far as possible, we can help. Our
main business is how to make everyone Krsna
conscious. That is our business. We cannot take
up, but if possible, we can take up all the system ot
varnasrama.

Tamala Krsna: If varnasrama is neglected, then
how can there be proper functioning of society?



Prabhupada: No. It the society chants Hare Krsna
seriously, then it is all right. Never mind whatever is
done. It doesn't matter. Pap1i tapi jata chilo, hari-name
uddharilo. This is the power of hari-sankirtana. If one
is absorbed in Krsna consciousness, so all benetit is
there. So long in the bodily concept of life, we require
this varnasrama-dharma. Otherwise there is no
necessity.

Tamala Krsna: Yes.



Prabhupada: Caitanya Mahaprabhu you have read
in the eighth chapter, Madhya-lila, talk between
Ramananda Raya and Caitanya Mahaprabhu? So
"Pertectional lite, how begins?" This question was
raised by Caitanya Mahaprabhu, and Ramananda
replied, "It begins with the varnasrama-dharma,
regulated social life.

Tamala Krsna: He rejected that.



Prabhupada: Not rejected.

"Yes, it is not very important." Eho bahya: "This is
external." Age kaha ara: "If you know something
more."

So the varnasrama-dharma is a good help
undoubtedly, but it is not important for Krsna
consciousness.

Otherwise how could I start this movement in the
Western country?



There was no varnasrama-dharma.
But that did not hamper my movement.

Now people are surprised: "How these people have
become such great devotees."

So it was not based on varnasrama-dharma.

No. Because the whole movement is spiritual. It
starts from the spiritual plattorm, aharn brahmasmi.
Jivera svartipa haya nitya-krsna-dasa [Cc. Madhya
20.108].



Samasrita ye pada-pallava-plavarn mahat-padam

punya-yaso murareh, bhavambudhir vatsa-
padam param [SB 10.14.58].

Now just like here is a gap.

So you can go by the bridge, and if you can jump
over, that is also going. That is also going.

So to become Krsna conscious means to jump
over to the spiritual plattorm immediately.



And this varnasrama-dharma, sannyasa, varna-
tyaga, karma-tyaga, these are different steps only.

But if you become Krsna conscious seriously, then
you jump over all these steps; you go immediately.

That lift and the staircase.

By staircase you go step by step; by lift you can go
immediately, faster.



Option — 2

Accepting the Varnasrama
Occupations in the mood of
“Anukulyasya Sankalpo” as a
viable alternative for the modern
Ugra Karma Life Style



Srimad Bhagavatam — 7.14.10 Purport

* These are the ditterent occupational duties by
which men should earn their livelihood, and in
this way human society should be simple.

* At the present moment, however, everyone is
engaged in technological advancement, which is
described in Bhagavad-gita as ugra-karma—
extremely severe endeavor.

* This ugra-karma is the cause of agitation within
the human mind.



Srimad Bhagavatam — 7.14.10 Purport

* Men are engaging in many sinful activities and
becoming degraded by opening
slaughterhouses, breweries and cigarette
factories, as well as mnightclubs and other
establishments for sense enjoyment. In this way
they are spoiling their lives.

* In all of these activities, of course, householders
are involved, and therefore it is advised here,
with the use of the word api, that even though
one is a householder, one should not engage
himself in severe hardships.



Srimad Bhagavatam — 7.14.10 Purport

* One's means of livelihood should be extremely
simple.

* As for those who are not grhasthas—the
brahmacaris, vanaprasthas and sannyasis—they
don't have to do anything but strive for
advancement in spiritual life.

* This means that three fourths of the entire
population should stop sense gratification and
simply be engaged in the advancement of Krsna
consciousness.



Srimad Bhagavatam — 7.14.10 Purport

* Only one fourth of the population should be
grhastha, and that should be according to laws
of restricted sense gratification.

* The grhasthas, vanaprasthas, brahmacaris and
sannyasis should endeavor together with their
total energy to become Krsna conscious.

 This type of civilization is called daiva-
varnasrama.



Srimad Bhagavatam — 7.14.10 Purport

One of the objectives of the Krsna
consciousness movement is to establish this
daiva-varnasrama, but not to encourage so-
called varnasrama  without scientifically
organized endeavor by human society.



Option — 3

Why should the Krsna
Consciousness Movement be
restricted only to those who are
“anyabhilasita sunyam?



The Varnasrama System

Karma Yoga

VISNU WORSHIP




I12.3.10 ||
akamah sarva-kamo va
moksa-kama udara-dhih |
tivrena bhakti-yogena
yajeta purusarh param ||

The person desiring destruction of all desires (akamah),
the person with all desires (sarva-kamo va), and even the
person with an intense desire for liberation (moksa-kama),
it he has good intelligence (udara-dhih), will worship the
Supreme Lord (yajeta purusam param) with pure bhakti
(tivrena bhakti-yogena).

Verse Summary: An intelligent person, be he an akami or
a sarva kami or a moksa kami, will worship the Supreme
Lord with tivra-bhakti.



Srimad Bhagavatam — 2.3.10 Purport

e The Supreme Personality of Godhead Lord Sri
Krsna is described in the Bhagavad-gita as
purusottama, or the Supreme Personality.

* It is He only who can award liberation to the
impersonalists by absorbing such aspirants in
the brahma-jyoti, the bodily rays of the Lord.

* The brahma-jyoti is not separate from the Lord,
as the glowing sun ray is not independent of the
sun disc.



Srimad Bhagavatam — 2.3.10 Purport

* Theretore one who desires to merge into the supreme
impersonal brahma-jyoti must also worship the Lord
by bhakti-yoga, as recommended here in the Srimad-
Bhagavatam.

* Bhakti-yoga is especially stressed here as the means of
all perfection. eNEEn S 9\ &=

* In the previous chalﬁrs it has been stated that bhakti-
yoga is the ultimate goal of both karma-yoga and
jiiana-yoga, and in the same way in this chapter it is
emphatically declared that bhakti-yoga is the ultimate
goal of the ditferent varieties of worship ot the ditterent
demigods.



Srimad Bhagavatam — 2.3.10 Purport

* Bhakti-yoga, thus being the supreme means of
selt-realization, is recommended here.

* | Everyone must therefore seriously take up the
methods of bhakfi-yoga  even though one
aspires for material enjoyment or liberation

{r’om material bondzﬁe.




