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Angas of Devotional Service

hari-bhakti-vilase ’sya
bhakter angani laksasah |

kintu tani prasiddhani

nirdiSyante yathamati

In the Hari-bhakti-vilasa (hari-bhakti-vilase)
innumerable angas of bhakti are mentioned
(bhakter angani laksasah). Among those, the most
famous ones (kintu tani prasiddhani) will be
explained (nirdiSyante) to the best of my
judgment (yatha mati).



Door to Devotional Service — The first 20 Angas
(The Do’s)

. guru-padasraya — Taking shelter of a guru

2. krsna-diksadi-siksanam - Taking Diksa and
aquiring knowledge from him

3. visrambhena guroh seva — Service to guru with
respect



Door to Devotional Service — The first 20 Angas
(The Do’s)
4. sadhu-vartma anuvartanam - Following the

rules of the scriptures as approved by the
acaryas

5. sad-dharma-prccha — Inquiry about the real
duties of life

6. bhogadi-tyagah krsnasya hetave — Renunciation
of enjoyment to gain Krsna’s mercy



Door to Devotional Service — The first 20 Angas
(The Do’s)

7. nivaso dvaraka adau va gangader api
sannidhau — Residing in Dvaraka or other holy
places, or near the Ganga

8. vyavaharesu sarvesu yavad-arthanuvartita -

Accepting only what is necessary in dealing
with the body



Door to Devotional Service — The first 20 Angas
(The Do’s)

9. hari-vasara-sammano — Observing the Ekadasi
vrata

10.dhatry-asvatthadi-gauravam — giving respect to
the amalaki, asvattha and other items



Door to Devotional Service — The first 20 Angas
(The Do’s)

esam atra dasanganam
bhavet prarambha-rupata

Preliminary bhakti (atra prarambha-rupata)
should consist of these ten angas (esam dasa
anganam bhavet).



Door to Devotional Service — The first 20 Angas

(The Dont’s)
11.sanga-tyago vidarena bhagavad-vimukhair
janaih — Giving up the association of those
opposed to the Lord

12.Sisyady an-anubandhitvasn — not being
attached to making disciples

13.maha arambhady-anudyamah - not being
enthusiastic for huge undertakings



Door to Devotional Service — The first 20 Angas

(The Dont’s)
14.bahu-grantha-kalabhyasa-vyakhya-vada-
vivarjanam - avoiding the study of useless
books in order to earn a living or to defeat
others in useless arguments

15.vyavahare ’py akarpanyam - not feeling
miserable in any material circumstances

16.5okady-avasa-vartita — not being subject to
lamentation or other extreme emotions



Door to Devotional Service — The first 20 Angas
(The Dont’s)

17.anya-devan avajia — not showing disrespect to
devatas

18.bhiita  anudvega-dayita - not  giving
disturbance to other living beings



Door to Devotional Service — The first 20 Angas
(The Dont’s)

19.seva-nama aparadhanam wudbhava abhava-
karita — not committing of seva-aparadha or
nama-aparadha

20.krsna-tad-bhakta-vidvesa-vinindady-
asahisnuta — not tolerating the criticism of
Krsna and His devotees by those who hate them



Door to Devotional Service — The first 20 Angas
(The Dont’s)

vyatirekatayamisar
dasanam syad anusthitih

These ten angas should be observed (amisam
dasanarmm  anusthitth syad) by avoidance
(vyatirekataya).



Door to Devotional Service — The first 20 Angas
(The Dont’s)

* These twenty angas serve as the door for
entering bhakti.

* The first three angas — taking shelter of the feet
of guru, receiving teachings atter initiation, and
serving the guru with respect — are said to be

the principal ones.




List of the other 44 Angas

. marking the body with the Vaisnava symbols

. marking the body with the syllables of the
Lord’s names

. wearing the garlands, tlowers and sandalwood
otfered to the deity

. dancing before the deity

. offering respects on the ground



List of the other 44 Angas

6. rising up to see the Lord

7. tollowing behind the Lord’s procession

8. going to the Lord’s residence

9. circumambulating the Lord or His dhama

10.performing arcana



List of the other 44 Angas

11.performing menial service to the deity
12.singing for the deity

13.singing in a group

14.performing japa

15.ottering words or sentiments



List of the other 44 Angas

16.reciting prayers
17.tasting food ottered to the Lord
18.tasting the foot water of the Lord

19.smelling the incense and tlowers offered to the
Lord

20.touching the deity



List of the other 44 Angas

21.seeing the deity
22.seeing the aratrika and festivals

23. hearing the name, form, qualities and pastimes
of the Lord

24.accepting the mercy of the Lord

25.remembrance of the Lord



List of the other 44 Angas

26.meditating on the Lord
27.acting as a servant of the Lord
28.thinking of the Lord as a friend
29.ottering oneself to the Lord

30.ottering the best items to the Lord



List of the other 44 Angas

31.making tull efforts for the Lord
32.surrendering to the Lord
33.serving tulasi

34.studying the scriptures

35. living in Mathura



List of the other 44 Angas

36. serving the devotees

37. holding festivals according one’s means with
the devotees

38. observing Kartika vrata

39. observing Janmastami and other special
occasions

40. having faith and great atfection for serving the
deity



List of the other 44 Angas

41. Relishing Bhagavatam in association of
devotees

42. Associating with like-minded, affectionate,
superior devotees

43. Nama-sankirtana

44. Living in the area of Mathura



Rupa Goswami’s glorification of the last five items

durithadbhuta-virye ’smin

Sraddha dare’stu pancake |
yatra svalpo’pi sambandhah
sad-dhiyam bhava-janmane ||

The last five items (pancake) have inconceivable and
astonishing power (durttha adbhuta-virye). What to
speak of having faith in these items (asmin sraddha duare
astu), if there is just a little relationship with these items
(yatra svalpah api sambandhah), persons who are devoid
of offenses (sad-dhiyam) can attain the level of bhava
(bhava-janmane). (BRS)



Scriptural Proot for the
64 Angas of Devotional

Service



1. Guru-padasrayah — Taking shelter of the Lotus feet of

Guru

tasmad gururm prapadyeta
jijiasuh Sreya uttamam |
Sabde pare ca nisnatam

brahmany upasamasrayam

Therefore (tasmad), any person who seriously desires real
happiness (uttamam Sreya jijiasuh) must seek a spiritual
master (gururn  prapadyeta), who is conversant
(nisnatarmn) with the bhakti scriptures (Sabde),
accomplished in hearing and chanting about the Lord

(pare brahmany), and fully tranquil (upasama asrayam).
(SB11.3.21) - |




One should surrender to a guru who is skiltul
(nisnatam) in understanding the meaning of the
Vedas ($abde) and other scriptures.

If he does not have this quality, the faith of the
disciple will become weak, since he will not be able
to destroy the doubts of the disappointed disciple.

He should be capable as well in realizing the Lord
(pare).



Otherwise, his mercy will not bear results.

The position of being fixed in realization of the I.ord

is described: he is not under control of anger and
greed (upasamasrayam).




Importance of Guru



111.20.17 |
nr-deham adyam su-labham su-durlabham

plavam su-kalpam guru-karnadharam
mayanukillena nabhasvateritam
puman bhavabdhir na taret sa atma-ha

Having attained the human body (nr-deham), which is rarely
attained (su-durlabhar), but attained easily sometimes by good
fortune (adyam su-labham), and which is like a well-
constructed boat (plavam su-kalpar), with the guru as the
captain (guru-karnadharam), pushed by the favorable wind of
serving me (maya anukiilena nabhasvata iritam), a person who
does mnot cross the ocean of material existence (puman
bhavabdhim na taret) is a killer of himself (sa atma-ha).



Srila Prabhupada on this Verse

The purport is that one should not accept as a
spiritual master someone who is fool number one,
who has no direction according to the scriptural
injunctions, whose character is doubtful, who does
not follow the principles of devotional service, or
who has not conquered the influence of the six
sense-gratilying agents.

The six agents of sense gratification are the tongue,
the genitals, the belly, anger, the mind and words.



Srila Prabhupada on this Verse

Anyone who has practiced controlling these six is
permitted to make disciples all over the world.

To accept such a spiritual master is the crucial point
for advancement in spiritual life.

One who is fortunate enough to come under the
shelter of a bona fide spiritual master is sure to

traverse the path of spiritual salvation without any

doubt.




2. Sri-krsna-diksadi-siksanar — Acquiring knowledge

after initiation

tatra bhagavatan dharman
Siksed gurv-atma-daivatah |
amayayanuvrttya yais
tusyed atmatma-do harih

Accepting the bona fide spiritual master as one’s life and
soul and worshipable deity (gurv-atma-daivatah), the
disciple should learn from him (Siksed) the process ot
pure bhakti (bhagavatan dharman) by sincere service
(Emélaya]anuvrttyé)l. By that pure bhakti the Lord (yaih),
the supreme soul (atma), will be satistied (tusyed), and
give Himself to that devotee (atma-dah). (SB 11.3.22)




What is Diksa?



| Bhakti Sandharba - 283

divyam jhanam yato dadyat

kuryat papasya sanksayam
tasmad dikseti sa prokta
desikais tattva-kovidaih

Diksa is the process by which one can awaken his
transcendental knowledge (divyarn jhianam yato
dadyat) and vanquish all reactions caused by sinful
activity (kuryat papasya sanksayam). A person expert
in the study of the revealed scriptures (desikais tattva-
kovidaih) knows this process as diksa (dikseti sa
prokta).



Is Diksa Compulsory?

Can’t I Progress in
Bhakti Without Diksa?



| Madhya 15.108 ||
diksa-purascarya-vidhi apeksa na kare
jihva-sparse a-candala sabare uddhare

One does not have to undergo (apeksa na kare)
initiation or execute the activities required before
initiation (diksa-purascarya-vidhi). One simply has
to vibrate the holy name with his lips (jihva-
sparse). Thus even a man in the lowest class
lcandala] can be delivered (a-candala sabare

uddhare).



| Madhya 15.108 - Purport ||
vinaiva diksam viprendra
purascaryam vinaiva hi
vinaiva nyasa-vidhina
japa-matrena siddhi-da

O best of the brahmanas (viprendra), even without
initiation (vinaiva diksam), preliminary purification
(purascaryam vinaiva hi) or acceptance of the
renounced order (vinaiva nyasa-vidhina), one can
attain perfection in devotional service simply by
chanting the Lord’s holy name (japa-matrena siddhi-

da).



| Madhya 15.108 - Purport ||

In other words, the chanting of the Hare Krsna
maha-mantra is so powerful that it does not depend

on official initiation, but if one is initiated and

engages in pancaratra-vidhi (Deity worship), his

Krsna consciousness will awaken very soon, and his

identification with the material world will be

vanquished.




| Madhya 15.108 - Purport ||

The more one is freed from material identification,

the more one can realize that the spirit soul is

qualitatively as good as the Supreme Soul.

==

At such a time. when one is situated on the absolute

platform, one can understand that the holy name of
the Lord and the Lord Himselt are identical.




| Madhya 15.108 - Purport ||
At that stage of realization, the holy name of the

Lord, the Hare Krsna mantra, cannot be identified
with any material sound.

It one accepts the Hare Krsna maha-mantra as a
material vibration, he falls down.

One should worship and chant the holy name of the
Lord by accepting it as the Lord Himsell.



| Madhya 15.108 - Purport ||

One should therefore be initiated properly
according to revealed scriptures under the direction
of a bona fide spiritual master.



Srila Prabhupada on this Verse

The attitude of the disciple should be to satisty the
bona fide spiritual master.

Then it will be very easy for him to understand
spiritual knowledge.

This is confirmed in the Vedas, and Riapa Gosvami
will further explain that for a person who has
untlinching faith in God and the spiritual master,
everything becomes revealed very easily.




3. Visrambhena guroh seva — Serving the guru with

reverence

acaryam marm vijaniyan

navamanyeta karhicit |
na martya-buddhyasuyeta

sarva-deva-mayo guruh

One should know the acarya as Myselt (acaryamm mam
vijaniyan) and never disrespect him in any way (na
avamanyeta karhicit). One should not envy him (na
astiyeta), thinking him an ordinary man (martya-
buddhya), for he is the representative of all the demigods
(sarva-deva-mayo guruh). (SB 11.17.27)



4. Sadhu-vartmanuvartanam — Following the scriptural
rules

sa mrgyah sreyasarm hetuh

panthah santapa-varjitah |
anavaptasramam purve
yena santah pratasthire

One should follow (sah mrgyah) the scriptural rules
(panthah) which give the highest benefit (Sreyasam
hetuh) and are devoid of hardship (santapa-varjitah), by
which the previous devotees easily progressed (yena
purve santah anavapta Sramarn pratasthire). (Skandha
Purana)




4. Sadhu-vartma anuvartanam — Following the scriptural

rules
sruti-smirti-puranidi-
~ ~—" . d-/ C e
pancaratra-vidhim vina |
aikantiki harer bhaktir
utpatayaiva kalpate

Even if a person seems to have attained steadiness in
practicing pure bhakti to the Lord (aikantiki harer
bhaktir), that bhakti is a misfortune (utpataya eva
Xkalpate) if it rejects the rules of sruti, smrti, purana and
paficaratra (Sruti-smrti-puranadi-pancaratra-vidhim vina)
due to lack of faith in them (implied). (Brahma-yamala)




4. Sadhu-vartma anuvartanam — Following the
scriptural rules

* This quotation shows the fault in not observing the
rules of scripture.

* With the mention of sruti and other scriptures. it
means that, among the scriptures, one should
accept the Vaisnava scriptures, for one should
accept only those things for which one is qualified
and not other things.

 This is understood from the verse sve sve ’dhikara
(SB 11.21.2) previously quoted.



4. Sadhu-vartma anuvartanam — Following the

scriptural rules

* “Bhakti without the rule of the scriptures

94

(...vidhim vina) means

bhakti with disregard

re

for the rules because o

- having no faith in

scriptures.”

——

* It does not mean disregard because of fatigue or

(unintentional) ignorance.




4. Sadhu-vartma anuvartanam — Following the
scriptural rules

* This is understood from the verse “dhavan
nimilya va netre”: “O King, one who accepts
this process of devotional service to the
Supreme Personality of Godhead will never
blunder on his path in this world.

* Even while running with eyes closed (ignorant),
he will never trip or fall.” (SB 11.2.35)



4. Sadhu-vartma anuvartanam — Following the
scriptural rules

* Aikantiki in the verse means “even after having
attained steadiness.”

* Thus, even after attaining steadiness in the
practice of bhakti, if it is executed without
regard for scriptural rules because of no beliet in
scriptures, then it produces disaster.



4. Sadhu-vartma anuvartanam — Following the scriptural

rules

bhaktir aikantiki veyam
avicarat pratiyate |
vastutas tu tatha naiva
yad aSastriyateksyate

This type of bhakti (iyam bhaktih) appears to be pure
(aikantiki pratiyate) only because of misjudging the facts
(avicarat). Actually, it is not aikantiki-bhakti at all
(vastutah tu tatha na eva), because lack of scriptural
obedience is seen in it (yad asastriyata iksyate).



4. Sadhu-vartma anuvartanam — Following the

scriptural rules

How could it be pure, aikdntiki-bhakti, it there
is disregard tor scriptures?

On the other hand, if it is actually pure bhakti,
then how can it produce mistortune?

This verse answers.



4. Sadhu-vartma anuvartanam — Following the scriptural

rules

The devotion of Buddha, Dattatreya and others, whose
philosophies completely reject the Vedic scriptures,
appears to be aikantiki-bhakti, but that is because ot
one’s misjudgment only, for that “devotion” (yad)
completely rejects the scriptures — the Vedas, its angas
and scriptures following the Vedas.

If that is so, then there can be no proper results, for
according to the Vedanta: Sastra-yonitvat: the Lord is
known only through scriptures (Vedanta-satra 1.1.3).



4. Sadhu-vartma anuvartanam — Following the
scriptural rules

* Theretore, if one disregards the Vedas and
supporting scriptures attained through the
beginningless authorized disciplic succession
embodying the teachings of the Lord, who is the
very source of Buddha and others, how can that
bhakti be pure? This should be the meaning.

* Moreover, it is by the Vedic scriptures that one
can understand that Buddha and others have the

status of avataras.




4. Sadhu-vartma anuvartanam — Following the
scriptural rules

* Moreover, it is by the Vedic scriptures that we
understand that Buddha preached atheistic

scriptures in order to bewilder the asuras.

* There it is also explained that Buddha was only
an avesavatara.

* fthus, one should not take his teachings as
authoritative.



Srila Prabhupada on this Verse

Those who do not strictly follow the principles of
revealed scriptures are generally called sahajiyas—
those who have imagined everything to be cheap,
who have their own concocted ideas, and who do
not follow the scriptural injunctions.

Such persons are simply creating disturbances in the
discharge of devotional service.

In this connection, an objection may be raised by
those who are not in devotional service and who do
not care for the revealed scriptures.



Srila Prabhupada on this Verse
An example of this is seen in Buddhist philosophy.

Lord Buddha appeared in the family of a high-grade ksatriya
king, but his philosophy was not in accord with the Vedic
conclusions and therefore was rejected.

Under the patronage of a Hindu king, Maharaja Asoka, the
Buddhist religion was spread all over India and the
adjoining countries.

However, after the appearance of the great stalwart teacher
Sankaracirya, this Buddhism was driven out beyond the
borders of India.



Srila Prabhupada on this Verse

The Buddhists or other religionists who do not care for
revealed scriptures sometimes say that there are many
devotees of Lord Buddha who show devotional service to
Lord Buddha, and who therefore should be considered

devotees.

In answer to this argument, Rapa Gosvami says that the
tollowers of Buddha cannot be accepted as devotees.

Although Tord Buddha is accepted as an_incarnation of

Krsna, the followers of such incarnations are not very
advanced in their knowledge of the Vedas.




Srila Prabhupada on this Verse

To study the Vedas means to come to the conclusion of the
supremacy ol the Personality ol Godhead. Therefore any
religious principle which denies the supremacy of the
Personality of Godhead is not accepted and is called
atheism.

Atheism means detying the authority of the Vedas and
decrying the great acaryas who teach Vedic scriptures for
the benetit of the people in general.

Lord Buddha is accepted as an incarnation of Krsna in the
Srimad-Bhigavatam _but in the same Srimad-Bhagavatam it
is stated that Lord Buddha appeared in order to bewilder
the atheistic class of men.




Srila Prabhupada on this Verse

Theretore his philosophy is meant for bewildering the
atheists and should not be accepted.

If someone asks, "Why should Krsna propagate atheistic
principles?" the answer is that it was the desire of the
Supreme Personality of Godhead to end the violence which
was then being committed in the name of the Vedas.

The so-called religionists were falsely using the Vedas to
justity such violent acts as meat-eating, and Lord Buddha
came to lead the fallen people away from such a false
interpretation of the Vedas.



Srila Prabhupada on this Verse

Also. for the atheists Lord Buddha preached atheism
so that they would tollow him and thus be tricked

into devotional service to Lord Buddha, or Krsna.




5. sad-dharma-prccha — Inquiry into bhakti

acirad eva sarvarthah
sidhyaty esam abhipsitah |
sad-dharmasyavabodhaya
yesarh nirbandhini matih

Those whose minds are attached (yesam
nirbandhini matih) to understanding bhakti to the
Lord (sad-dharmasya avabodhaya) quickly attain
(acirad eva sidhyaty) all their desired goals (esam
sarva abhipsitah arthah). (Naradiya Purana)



| 4.34 ||
tad viddhi pranipatena
pariprasnena sevaya
upadeksyanti te jianam
jiianinas tattva-darsinah

Know this by surrender (tad viddhi pranipatena),
questioning and service ?ripraénen sevaya). The
seers of truth (tattva-darsinah), the —Jﬁflis (te
jnaninah), will teach you this knowledge (jfianam
upadeksyanti)




Baladeva
The Lord now teaches knowledge ot worshipping

the Lord’s svartipa.

To attain this knowledge a person must take
association with devotees.

That he teaches in this verse.




Baladeva

Pranipata means offering respects like dandavats.

Seva means serving these devotees like menial

servants.
/

Pariprasna means to ask various questions about
the Lord’s form, qualities and powers.




Baladeva

* “But they will not teach this, since they are
inditferent to the world.”

* “These men with knowledge. who understand
their own_atma and the Supreme atma, seeing
your desire to know, indicated through your
obeisances, questions and service, will teach such
a person as you that knowledge of the Lord, for
having seen the truth (tattva darsinah), they are
mercitul and preach that knowledge.”




Srila Prabhupada

* One has to approach a bona fide spiritual master
to receive the knowledge.

* Such a spiritual master should be accepted in tull
surrender, and one should serve the spiritual
master like a menial servant, without false
prestige.
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* Satistaction of the self-realized spiritual master js
fthe secret of advancement in spiritual lifé)




Srila Prabhupada

* Inquiries and submission constitute the proper
combination for spiritual understanding.

7 - o
* Unless there is submission and service, inquiries

from the learned spiritual master will not be
etfective.

—

* One must be able to pass the test of the spiritual
master, and when he sees the genuine desire of

the disciple, he automatically blesses the disciple
with genuine spiritual understanding.




Srila Prabhupada

* In this verse, both blind following and absurd
inquiries are condemned.

* Not only should one hear submissively from the
spiritual master, but one must also get a clear
understanding from him, in submission and service
and inquiries.




Srila Prabhupada

* A bona fide spiritual master is by nature very kind
toward the disciple.

e | Theretore when the student is submissive and is
always ready to render service, the reciprocation of
knowledge and inquiries becomes perfect.




6. krsnarthe bhogadi-tyago — Renouncing enjoyment for
pleasing Krsna

harim uddisya bhogani
kale tyaktavatas tava |
visnu-loka-sthita sampad-
alola sa pratiksate

When you give up enjoyable objects (bhogani
tyaktavatas) at the time of enjoying ((kale), faiming at the
pleasure of the Lord |(harim uddisya)) the permanent
wealth (alola sampad) situated in Visnu-loka (visnu-loka-
sthita) awaits you (pratiksate). (Padma Purana)




7. dvarakadi-nivaso — Living in Dvaraka or other holy

places

samvatsaram va sanmasan
masam masardham eva va |
dvaraka-vasinah sarve
nara naryas caturbhujah

Anyone who lives in Dvaraka (dvaraka-vasinah sarve) for
one year, six months (sarmvatsaram va sad masan), one
month or even half a month (masarh masardham eva va),
whether man or woman (nara naryah), attains a four-
handed form in the spiritual sky (catur bhujah). (Skanda
Purana)



7. dvarakadi-nivaso — Living in Dvaraka or other holy

places - Ganga

ya vai lasac-chri-tulasi-vimisra-
krsnanghri-renv-abhyadhikambu-netri |
punati sesan ubhayatra lokan
kas tam na seveta marisyamﬁnah

Who at the point of death (kah marisyamanah) would not
serve the Ganga (tam na seveta) who (ya), carrying water
(ambu-netri) made excellent (abhyadhika) by the dust of
Krsna’s tfeet (krsnanghri-renu) mixed with beautitul tulasi
(lasat-sri-tulasi-vimisra), purities the worlds (punati
lokan) along with their leaders (sa 1$an) inside and
outside, above and below (ubhayatra)(SB 1.19.6)



7. dvarakadi-nivaso — Living in Dvaraka or other holy

places

 The word adi indicates Puri as well, as illustrated from
the Brahma Purana.

* The glory of Puri with its surrounding area of 80 miles
is inconceivable. The devatas see everyone residing
there as having four arms.



8. Yavad artha anuvartita — Living with minimal material

needs
yavata syat sva-nirvahah
svikuryat tavad artha-vit |
adhikye nytinatayam ca
cyavate paramarthatah

The person with wisdom concerning material objects
(artha-vit) accepts (tavad svikuryat) as much as is
necessary for maintenance of bhakti (yavata syat sva-
nirvahah). By accepting more or less than that (adhikye
nyunatayam ca), the person will fail to attain the highest
goal (cyavate paramarthatah). (Naradiya Purana)



12.2.4 |
satyam ksitau ki kasipoh prayasair
bahau sva-siddhe hy upabarhanaih kim |
saty afjalau kim purudhanna-patrya
dig-valkaladau sati kim dukalaih ||

If there is the earth (satyam ksitau), why do you
need a bed (kim kasipoh prayasair)? If you have
arms (bahau sva-siddhe), why do you need a pillow
(hy upabarhanaih kim)? If you have your palms ot
your hands (saty afjalau), why do you need many
dishes (kirh purudha anna-patrya)? If you have the
directions and tree bark (dig-valkaladau sati), why
do you need clothing (kim dukulaih)?




12.2.51|
cirani kim pathi na santi disanti bhiksam
naivanghripah para-bhrtah sarito ’py asusyan |
ruddha guhah kim ajito ’vati nopasannan
kasmad bhajanti kavayo dhana-durmadandhan ||

Are there not torn clothes on the road (cirani kim pathi
na santi)? Are not the trees (na eva anghripah),
sustainers of others (para-bhrtah), giving alms (disanti
bhiksam)? Have the rivers gone dry (saritah apy
asusyan)? Have the caves all closed (ruddha guhah
kim)? Does not Visnu protect his devotees (ajito avati
na upasannan)? Why should the wise worship (kasmad

bhajanti kavayo) the blind men intatuated with money
(dhana-durmada andhan)?



* But here the idea given by Srila Sukadeva Gosvami is
that the reserve energy of human life, which is far
superior to that of animals, should simply be utilized
for selt-realization.

* Advancement of human civilization must be towards
the goal of establishing our lost relationship with God,
which is not possible in any form of life other than the
human.

* One must realize the nullity of the material
phenomenon, considering it a passing phantasmagoria,
and must endeavor to make a solution to the miseries

of lite.



Self-complacence with a polished type of animal
civilization geared to sense gratification is delusion,
and such a "civilization" is not worthy of the name.

In pursuit of such false activities, a human being is in
the clutches of maya, or illusion.

Great sages and saints in the days of yore were not
living in palatial buildings furnished with good
furniture and so-called amenities of life.

They used to live in huts and groves and sit on the flat
ground, and yet they have left immense treasures ot
high knowledge with all pertection.



e Srila Rapa Gosvami and Srila Saniatana Gosvami
were high-ranking ministers of state, but they
were able to leave behind them immense
writings on transcendental knowledge, while
residing only for one night underneath one tree.

* They did not live even two nights under the
same tree, and what to speak ot well-furnished
rooms with modern amenities.

* And still they were able to give us most
important literatures of seli-realization.




* If one is not accustomed to abiding by the life of
renunciation and self-abnegation from _the
beginning, one should try to get into the habit
at a later stage of life as recommended by Srila
Sukadeva Gosvami, and that will help one to
achieve the desired success.




e The renounced order of life is never meant for
begging or livimg—at the Tost of others as a
parasite.

* According to the dictionary, a parasite is a
sycophant who lives at the cost of society
without making any contribution to that
soclety.




The renounced order is meant for contributing
something substantial to society and not
depending on the earnings of the householders.

On the contrary, acceptance of alms from the
householders by the bona tide mendicant is an
opportunity afforded by the saint for the
tangible benefit of the donor.




Srila Prabhupada on this Verse

The purport is that one should not neglect following t

1€

principles of devotional service, nor should one accept t

1€

rulings of devotional service which are more than what -

1€

can easily perform.

For example, it may be said that one should chant the Hare

Krsna mantra at least one hundred thousand times daily on

his beads. But if this is not possible, then one must

minimize his chanting according to his own capacity.

Generally, we recommend our disciples to chant at Jeast
sixteen rounds on their japa beads daily, and this should be

completed.




Srila Prabhupada on this Verse

But if one is not even able to chant sixteen rounds, then he
must make it up the next day. He must be sure to keep his
VOW.

C—

If he does not strictly follow this out, then he is sure to be
negligent. That is offensive in the service of the Lord.

If we encourage offenses, we shall not be able to make
progress in devotional service.

It is better if one fixes up a regulative principle according to

his own ability and then follows that vow without fail. Tha}_
will make him advanced in spiritual life.




0. hari-vasara-sammano — Respecting the day ot

the Lord
sarva-papa-prasamanam
punyam atyantikam tatha |
govinda-smaranam ninam
ekadasyam uposanam

By fasting on Ekaddasi (ekadasyam uposanam), a
person destroys all sins (ntnam sarva-papa-
prasamanarn), gains abundant pious credits
(punyam atyantikarn) and attains remembrance of
the Lord (govinda-smaranam). (Brahma-vaivarta
Purana)



0. hari-vasara-sammano — Respecting the day of the

Lord
madhava-tithi, bhakti-janani,
jatane palana kori
krsna-vasati, vasati boli',
parama adare bori

[ observe with great care (jatane palana kori) the holy
days commemorating the pastimes of Lord Madhava
(madhava-tithi), for they are the mother of devotion
(bhakti-janani). As my dwelling place I choose with
the greatest of reverence and love (parama adare bori)
the transcendental abode of Sri Krsna (krsna-vasati,
vasati boli).



10. dhatry-asvatthadi-gauravam — Respecting the
amalaki, asvattha and other things

asvattha-tulasi-dhatri-
go-bhiimisura-vaisnavah |
pgjitah pranatah dhyatah
ksapayanti ninam agham

Human beings destroy sin (nifnam agham ksapayanti) by
worshipping, respecting, and contemplating (pujitah
pranatah dhyatah) the asvattha tree, tulasi tree, amalaki
tree (asvattha-tulasi-dhatri), the cow, the brahmana and
the Vaisnava (go-bhumi-sura-vaisnavah). (Skandha
Purana)



10. dhatry-asvatthadi-gauravam — Respecting the

amalaki, asvattha and other things

* The asvattha tree is worthy ot worship because
it is a vibhati of the Lord (explained in the

Gita).

e Because the Lord has descended on earth as t
benefactor and fIriend of the cows and t

1€
1€

brahmanas, they also should be worshipped |
the devotees.

Oy



10. dhatry-asvatthadi-gauravam — Respecting the
amalaki, asvattha and other things

* All those other items are mentioned along with
tulasi and the Vaisnava to remove doubt about
worshiping them.

—

* JAmong the other items, worship of the co
bestows the ultimate goal for the worshippers o
Krsna.




11. éri-krsna-vimukha-jana-sanga-tyagah — Giving up the
association of those opposed to Krsna

varam huta vaha jvala
pafnjarantar vyavasthitih |

na sauri cinta vimukha

jana samvasa vaisasam

It is preferable (varam) to remain within a cage
(panjarantar vyavasthitih) of blazing tire (huta vaha
jvala) than to have the misfortune (vaisasam) of living in
association with persons (jana samvasa) who are opposed
to thinking of the Lord (Sauri cinta vimukha).
(Katyayana-samhita)



Meaning of Asat Sangha



* That means the devotees should not engage in
the activities mentioned in the fourth verse of
the Upadesamrta with worldly people.

* Activities like talking with worldly people in the
course of one's work is not considered
assoclation.

* When the same activities are done with attection
for someone, then that is considered association
with that person.



Glories of Vaisnava
Association



Glories of Vaisnava Association

ye me bhakta-janah partha

na me bhaktas ca te janah
mad-bhaktanam ca ye bhaktas

te me bhakta-tama matah

Lord Krsna told Arjuna, "Those who are My direct
devotees (ye me bhakta-janah partha) are actually
not My devotees (na me bhaktas ca te janah), but
those who are the devotees of My servant (mad-
bhaktanam ca ye bhaktah) are factually My
devotees (te me bhakta-tama matah).“ (Adi
Purana)



Glories of Vaisnava Association

darsana sparsanalapa
sahavasadibhih ksanat
bhaktah punanti krsnasya
saksad api ca pukkasam

"Even an outcaste (pukkasam api) becomes
completely pure (punanti) by seeing, touching,
conversing with (darsana sparsana alapa), or
living with (saha vasadibhih) Krsna's devotee
(krsnasya bhaktah saksad) for even a moment
(ksanat)." (Adi Purana)



Glories of Vaisnava Association

naisam matis tavad urukramanghrim
sprsaty anarthapagamo yad-arthah
mahiyasam pada-rajo-'bhisekam
niskificananarh na vrnita yavat

As long as their intelligence (yavat matih) does not accept
(na vrnita) the dust from the feet (pada-rajo-abhisekam)
of devotees (mahiyasam) having no material desires
(niskincananam), the intelligence of these people (esam
matih) will not realize the lotus feet of the Lord (sprsaty
tavad urukrama anghrim), whose secondary goal (yad-

arthah) is destruction of sarhsara (anartha apagamah).
(7.5.32)



What is Asat Sangha?



* These worldly people are of seven kinds:
(1) Mayavadis and atheists

(2) Sense enjoyers

(3) Those who tond of the sense enjoyers
(4) Women/Men

(5) Womanizers

(6) The hypocritically devout

(7) The ill-behaved foolish outcastes



Association of Mayavadis

buddhi bhrasta haila tomara gopalera sange
mayavada Sunibare upajila range
vaisnava hana yeba Sariraka-bhasya sune
sevya-sevaka-bhava chadi' apanare 'iSvara' mane

"You have lost your intelligence in the association of
Gopala, and therefore you are eager to hear the Mayavada
philosophy. When a Vaisnava listens to the Sariraka-
bhasya, the Mayavada commentary upon the Vedanta-
siitras, he gives up the Krsna conscious attitude that the
Lord is the master and the living entity is His servant.
Instead, he considers himselt the Supreme Lord."(Antya
2.94-95)



Association of Sense Enjoyers and those fond of
Sense Enjoyment

visayira anna khaile malina haya mana
malina mana haile nahe krsnera smarana

"When one eats food offered by a materialistic
man, one's mind becomes contaminated, and when
the mind is contaminated, one is unable to think of
Krsna properly." (Antya 6.278)



Association of Sense Enjoyers and those fond of
Sense Enjoyment

visayira anna haya ’'rajasa’ nimantrana
data, bhokta—dunhara malina haya mana

When one accepts an invitation from a person
contaminated by the material mode of passion, the
person who ofters the food and the person who

accepts it are both mentally contaminated. (Antya
6.279)



Association of Opposite Sex and Womanizers

na tathasya bhaven moho
bandha$ canya-prasangatah
yosit-sangad yatha purnso
yatha tat-sangi-sangatah

Man’s bondage and bewilderment (asya mohah ca
bandha) is not due to (na tatha bhavet)
attachment to objects (anya-prasangatah) as much
as (yatha) it is due to his association with woman
(yosit-sangad) and to his association with men
who associate with women (yatha tat-sangi-

sangatah pursah). (3.31.35)



Association of Hypocritically Devout

asta-prahara rama-nama japena ratri-dine
sarva tyaji’ calila jagannatha-darasane

Ramadasa had renounced everything and was going to see
Lord Jagannatha. While traveling, he chanted the holy
name of Lord Rama twenty-four hours a day.

ramadasa yadi prathama prabhure milila
mahaprabhu adhika tanre krpa na karila

When Ramadasa Visvasa met Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu,
the Lord did not show him any special mercy, although
this was their first meeting.



Association of Hypocritically Devout

antare mumuksu tenho, vidya-garvavan
sarva-citta-jiata prabhu—sarvajina bhagavan

Within his heart, Ramadasa Visvasa was an
impersonalist who desired to merge into the
existence of the Lord, and he was very proud ot his
learning. Since Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu is the
omniscient Supreme Personality of Godhead, He
can understand the heart of everyone, and thus He
knew all these things.



