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Angas of Devotional Service

hari-bhakti-viläse ’syä
bhakter aìgäni lakñaçaù |

kintu täni prasiddhäni
nirdiçyante yathämati

In the Hari-bhakti-viläsa (hari-bhakti-viläse)
innumerable aìgas of bhakti are mentioned
(bhakter aìgäni lakñaçaù). Among those, the most
famous ones (kintu täni prasiddhäni) will be
explained (nirdiçyante) to the best of my
judgment (yathä mati).



Door to Devotional Service – The first 20 Angas
(The Do’s)

1. guru-pädäçraya – Taking shelter of a guru

2. kåñëa-dékñädi-çikñaëam – Taking Diksa and
aquiring knowledge from him

3. viçrambheëa guroù sevä – Service to guru with
respect



Door to Devotional Service – The first 20 Angas
(The Do’s)

4. sädhu-vartma anuvartanam – Following the
rules of the scriptures as approved by the
acaryas

5. sad-dharma-påcchä – Inquiry about the real
duties of life

6. bhogädi-tyägaù kåñëasya hetave – Renunciation
of enjoyment to gain Kåñëa’s mercy



Door to Devotional Service – The first 20 Angas
(The Do’s)

7. niväso dvärakä ädau vä gaìgäder api
sannidhau – Residing in Dvärakä or other holy
places, or near the Gaìgä

8. vyävahäreñu sarveñu yävad-arthänuvartitä –
Accepting only what is necessary in dealing
with the body



Door to Devotional Service – The first 20 Angas
(The Do’s)

9. hari-väsara-sammäno – Observing the Ekädaçé
vrata

10.dhätry-açvatthädi-gauravam – giving respect to
the ämalaké, açvattha and other items



Door to Devotional Service – The first 20 Angas
(The Do’s)

eñäm atra daçäìgänäà
bhavet prärambha-rupatä

Preliminary bhakti (atra prärambha-rupatä)
should consist of these ten aìgas (eñäm daça
aìgänäà bhavet).



Door to Devotional Service – The first 20 Angas
(The Dont’s)

11.saìga-tyägo vidüreëa bhagavad-vimukhair
janaiù – Giving up the association of those
opposed to the Lord

12.Çiñyädy an-anubandhitvaà – not being
attached to making disciples

13.mahä ärambhädy-anudyamaù – not being
enthusiastic for huge undertakings



Door to Devotional Service – The first 20 Angas
(The Dont’s)

14.bahu-grantha-kaläbhyäsa-vyäkhyä-väda-
vivarjanam – avoiding the study of useless
books in order to earn a living or to defeat
others in useless arguments

15.vyävahäre ’py akärpaëyaà – not feeling
miserable in any material circumstances

16.çokädy-avaça-vartitä – not being subject to
lamentation or other extreme emotions



Door to Devotional Service – The first 20 Angas
(The Dont’s)

17.anya-devän avajïä – not showing disrespect to
devatäs

18.bhüta anudvega-däyitä – not giving
disturbance to other living beings



Door to Devotional Service – The first 20 Angas
(The Dont’s)

19.sevä-näma aparädhänäm udbhava abhäva-
käritä – not committing of sevä-aparädha or
näma-aparädha

20.kåñëa-tad-bhakta-vidveña-vinindädy-
asahiñëutä – not tolerating the criticism of
Kåñëa and His devotees by those who hate them



Door to Devotional Service – The first 20 Angas
(The Dont’s)

vyatirekatayäméñäà
daçänäà syäd anuñöhitéù

These ten aìgas should be observed (améñäà
daçänäà anuñöhitéù syäd) by avoidance
(vyatirekatayä).



Door to Devotional Service – The first 20 Angas
(The Dont’s)

• These twenty aìgas serve as the door for
entering bhakti.

• The first three aìgas — taking shelter of the feet
of guru, receiving teachings after initiation, and
serving the guru with respect — are said to be
the principal ones.



List of the other 44 Angas

1. marking the body with the Vaiñëava symbols

2. marking the body with the syllables of the
Lord’s names

3. wearing the garlands, flowers and sandalwood
offered to the deity

4. dancing before the deity

5. offering respects on the ground



List of the other 44 Angas

6. rising up to see the Lord

7. following behind the Lord’s procession

8. going to the Lord’s residence

9. circumambulating the Lord or His dhäma

10.performing arcana



List of the other 44 Angas

11.performing menial service to the deity

12.singing for the deity

13.singing in a group

14.performing japa

15.offering words or sentiments



List of the other 44 Angas

16.reciting prayers

17.tasting food offered to the Lord

18.tasting the foot water of the Lord

19.smelling the incense and flowers offered to the
Lord

20.touching the deity



List of the other 44 Angas

21.seeing the deity

22.seeing the ärätrika and festivals

23. hearing the name, form, qualities and pastimes
of the Lord

24.accepting the mercy of the Lord

25.remembrance of the Lord



List of the other 44 Angas

26.meditating on the Lord

27.acting as a servant of the Lord

28.thinking of the Lord as a friend

29.offering oneself to the Lord

30.offering the best items to the Lord



List of the other 44 Angas

31.making full efforts for the Lord

32.surrendering to the Lord

33.serving tulasé

34.studying the scriptures

35. living in Mathurä



List of the other 44 Angas

36. serving the devotees

37. holding festivals according one’s means with
the devotees

38. observing Kärtika vrata

39. observing Janmäñöamé and other special
occasions

40. having faith and great affection for serving the
deity



List of the other 44 Angas

41. Relishing Bhägavatam in association of
devotees

42. Associating with like-minded, affectionate,
superior devotees

43. Näma-saìkértana

44. Living in the area of Mathurä



Rupa Goswami’s glorification of the last five items

durühädbhuta-vérye ’smin
çraddhä düre’stu païcake |
yatra svalpo’pi sambandhaù
sad-dhiyäà bhäva-janmane ||

The last five items (païcake) have inconceivable and
astonishing power (durüha adbhuta-vérye). What to
speak of having faith in these items (asmin çraddhä düre
astu), if there is just a little relationship with these items
(yatra svalpah api sambandhaù), persons who are devoid
of offenses (sad-dhiyäà) can attain the level of bhäva
(bhäva-janmane). (BRS)



Scriptural Proof for the 
64 Angas of Devotional 

Service



1. Guru-pädäçrayah – Taking shelter of the Lotus feet of 
Guru

tasmäd guruà prapadyeta
jijïäsuù çreya uttamam |
çäbde pare ca niñëätaà

brahmaëy upaçamäçrayam

Therefore (tasmäd), any person who seriously desires real
happiness (uttamam çreya jijïäsuù) must seek a spiritual
master (guruà prapadyeta), who is conversant
(niñëätaà) with the bhakti scriptures (çäbde),
accomplished in hearing and chanting about the Lord
(pare brahmaëy), and fully tranquil (upaçama äçrayam).
(SB 11.3.21)



One should surrender to a guru who is skilful
(niñnätam) in understanding the meaning of the
Vedas (çabde) and other scriptures.

If he does not have this quality, the faith of the
disciple will become weak, since he will not be able
to destroy the doubts of the disappointed disciple.

He should be capable as well in realizing the Lord
(pare).



Otherwise, his mercy will not bear results.

The position of being fixed in realization of the Lord
is described: he is not under control of anger and
greed (upaçamäçrayam).



Importance of Guru



|| 11.20.17 ||
nå-deham ädyaà su-labhaà su-durlabhaà

plavaà su-kalpaà guru-karëadhäram
mayänukülena nabhasvateritaà

pumän bhaväbdhià na taret sa ätma-hä

Having attained the human body (nå-deham), which is rarely
attained (su-durlabhaà), but attained easily sometimes by good
fortune (ädyaà su-labhaà), and which is like a well-
constructed boat (plavaà su-kalpaà), with the guru as the
captain (guru-karëadhäram), pushed by the favorable wind of
serving me (mayä anukülena nabhasvatä éritaà), a person who
does not cross the ocean of material existence (pumän
bhaväbdhià na taret) is a killer of himself (sa ätma-hä).



Srila Prabhupada on this Verse

The purport is that one should not accept as a
spiritual master someone who is fool number one,
who has no direction according to the scriptural
injunctions, whose character is doubtful, who does
not follow the principles of devotional service, or
who has not conquered the influence of the six
sense-gratifying agents.

The six agents of sense gratification are the tongue,
the genitals, the belly, anger, the mind and words.



Srila Prabhupada on this Verse

Anyone who has practiced controlling these six is
permitted to make disciples all over the world.

To accept such a spiritual master is the crucial point
for advancement in spiritual life.

One who is fortunate enough to come under the
shelter of a bona fide spiritual master is sure to
traverse the path of spiritual salvation without any
doubt.



2. Çré-kåñëa-dékñädi-çikñaëaà – Acquiring knowledge 
after initiation

tatra bhägavatän dharmän
çikñed gurv-ätma-daivataù |

amäyayänuvåttyä yais
tuñyed ätmätma-do hariù

Accepting the bona fide spiritual master as one’s life and
soul and worshipable deity (gurv-ätma-daivataù), the
disciple should learn from him (çikñed) the process of
pure bhakti (bhägavatän dharmän) by sincere service
(amäyayä anuvåttyä). By that pure bhakti the Lord (yaih),
the supreme soul (ätmä), will be satisfied (tuñyed), and
give Himself to that devotee (ätma-dah). (SB 11.3.22)



What is Diksa?



|| Bhakti Sandharba - 283||
divyaà jïänaà yato dadyät
kuryät päpasya saìkñayam
tasmäd dékñeti sä proktä
deçikais tattva-kovidaiù

Dékñä is the process by which one can awaken his
transcendental knowledge (divyaà jïänaà yato
dadyät) and vanquish all reactions caused by sinful
activity (kuryät päpasya saìkñayam). A person expert
in the study of the revealed scriptures (deçikais tattva-
kovidaiù) knows this process as dékñä (dékñeti sä
proktä).



Is Diksa Compulsory?

Can’t I Progress in 
Bhakti Without Diksa?



|| Madhya  15.108 ||
dékñä-puraçcaryä-vidhi apekñä nä kare
jihvä-sparçe ä-caëòäla sabäre uddhäre

One does not have to undergo (apekñä nä kare)
initiation or execute the activities required before
initiation (dékñä-puraçcaryä-vidhi). One simply has
to vibrate the holy name with his lips (jihvä-
sparçe). Thus even a man in the lowest class
[caëòäla] can be delivered (ä-caëòäla sabäre
uddhäre).



|| Madhya  15.108 - Purport ||
vinaiva dékñäà viprendra
puraçcaryäà vinaiva hi
vinaiva nyäsa-vidhinä

japa-mätreëa siddhi-dä

O best of the brähmaëas (viprendra), even without
initiation (vinaiva dékñäà), preliminary purification
(puraçcaryäà vinaiva hi) or acceptance of the
renounced order (vinaiva nyäsa-vidhinä), one can
attain perfection in devotional service simply by
chanting the Lord’s holy name (japa-mätreëa siddhi-
dä).



|| Madhya  15.108 - Purport ||

In other words, the chanting of the Hare Kåñëa
mahä-mantra is so powerful that it does not depend
on official initiation, but if one is initiated and
engages in païcarätra-vidhi (Deity worship), his
Kåñëa consciousness will awaken very soon, and his
identification with the material world will be
vanquished.



|| Madhya  15.108 - Purport ||

The more one is freed from material identification,
the more one can realize that the spirit soul is
qualitatively as good as the Supreme Soul.

At such a time, when one is situated on the absolute
platform, one can understand that the holy name of
the Lord and the Lord Himself are identical.



|| Madhya  15.108 - Purport ||
At that stage of realization, the holy name of the
Lord, the Hare Kåñëa mantra, cannot be identified
with any material sound.

If one accepts the Hare Kåñëa mahä-mantra as a
material vibration, he falls down.

One should worship and chant the holy name of the
Lord by accepting it as the Lord Himself.



|| Madhya  15.108 - Purport ||

One should therefore be initiated properly
according to revealed scriptures under the direction
of a bona fide spiritual master.



Srila Prabhupada on this Verse

The attitude of the disciple should be to satisfy the
bona fide spiritual master.

Then it will be very easy for him to understand
spiritual knowledge.

This is confirmed in the Vedas, and Rüpa Gosvämé
will further explain that for a person who has
unflinching faith in God and the spiritual master,
everything becomes revealed very easily.



3. Viçrambheëa guroù sevä – Serving the guru with 
reverence

äcäryaà mäà vijänéyän
nävamanyeta karhicit |

na martya-buddhyäsüyeta
sarva-deva-mayo guruù

One should know the äcärya as Myself (äcäryaà mäà
vijänéyän) and never disrespect him in any way (na
avamanyeta karhicit). One should not envy him (na
asüyeta), thinking him an ordinary man (martya-
buddhyä), for he is the representative of all the demigods
(sarva-deva-mayo guruù). (SB 11.17.27)



4. Sädhu-vartmänuvartanam – Following the scriptural 
rules

sa mågyaù çreyasäà hetuù
panthäù santäpa-varjitaù |

anaväptaçramaà pürve
yena santaù pratasthire

One should follow (sah mågyaù) the scriptural rules
(panthäù) which give the highest benefit (çreyasäà
hetuù) and are devoid of hardship (santäpa-varjitaù), by
which the previous devotees easily progressed (yena
pürve santaù anaväpta çramaà pratasthire). (Skandha
Purana)



4. Sädhu-vartma anuvartanam – Following the scriptural 
rules

çruti-småti-puräëädi-
païcarätra-vidhià vinä |
aikäntiké harer bhaktir

utpätäyaiva kalpate

Even if a person seems to have attained steadiness in
practicing pure bhakti to the Lord (aikäntiké harer
bhaktir), that bhakti is a misfortune (utpätäya eva
kalpate) if it rejects the rules of çruti, småti, puräëa and
païcarätra (çruti-småti-puräëädi-païcarätra-vidhià vinä)
due to lack of faith in them (implied). (Brahma-yämala)



4. Sädhu-vartma anuvartanam – Following the 
scriptural rules

• This quotation shows the fault in not observing the
rules of scripture.

• With the mention of çruti and other scriptures, it
means that, among the scriptures, one should
accept the Vaiñëava scriptures, for one should
accept only those things for which one is qualified
and not other things.

• This is understood from the verse sve sve ’dhikära
(SB 11.21.2) previously quoted.



4. Sädhu-vartma anuvartanam – Following the 
scriptural rules

• “Bhakti without the rule of the scriptures
(…vidhim vinä) means “bhakti with disregard
for the rules because of having no faith in
scriptures.”

• It does not mean disregard because of fatigue or
(unintentional) ignorance.



4. Sädhu-vartma anuvartanam – Following the 
scriptural rules

• This is understood from the verse “dhävan
nimélya vä netre”: “O King, one who accepts
this process of devotional service to the
Supreme Personality of Godhead will never
blunder on his path in this world.

• Even while running with eyes closed (ignorant),
he will never trip or fall.” (SB 11.2.35)



4. Sädhu-vartma anuvartanam – Following the 
scriptural rules

• Aikäntiké in the verse means “even after having
attained steadiness.”

• Thus, even after attaining steadiness in the
practice of bhakti, if it is executed without
regard for scriptural rules because of no belief in
scriptures, then it produces disaster.



4. Sädhu-vartma anuvartanam – Following the scriptural 
rules

bhaktir aikäntiké veyam
avicärät pratéyate |

vastutas tu tathä naiva
yad açästréyatekñyate

This type of bhakti (iyam bhaktih) appears to be pure
(aikäntiké pratéyate) only because of misjudging the facts
(avicärät). Actually, it is not aikäntiki-bhakti at all
(vastutah tu tathä na eva), because lack of scriptural
obedience is seen in it (yad açästréyatä ékñyate).



4. Sädhu-vartma anuvartanam – Following the 
scriptural rules

• How could it be pure, aikäntiké-bhakti, if there
is disregard for scriptures?

• On the other hand, if it is actually pure bhakti,
then how can it produce misfortune?

• This verse answers.



4. Sädhu-vartma anuvartanam – Following the scriptural 
rules

• The devotion of Buddha, Dattätreya and others, whose
philosophies completely reject the Vedic scriptures,
appears to be aikäntiki-bhakti, but that is because of
one’s misjudgment only, for that “devotion” (yad)
completely rejects the scriptures — the Vedas, its aìgas
and scriptures following the Vedas.

• If that is so, then there can be no proper results, for
according to the Vedänta: çästra-yonitvät: the Lord is
known only through scriptures (Vedänta-sütra 1.1.3).



4. Sädhu-vartma anuvartanam – Following the 
scriptural rules

• Therefore, if one disregards the Vedas and
supporting scriptures attained through the
beginningless authorized disciplic succession
embodying the teachings of the Lord, who is the
very source of Buddha and others, how can that
bhakti be pure? This should be the meaning.

• Moreover, it is by the Vedic scriptures that one
can understand that Buddha and others have the
status of avatäras.



4. Sädhu-vartma anuvartanam – Following the 
scriptural rules

• Moreover, it is by the Vedic scriptures that we
understand that Buddha preached atheistic
scriptures in order to bewilder the asuras.

• There it is also explained that Buddha was only
an aveçävatära.

• Thus, one should not take his teachings as
authoritative.



Srila Prabhupada on this Verse

Those who do not strictly follow the principles of
revealed scriptures are generally called sahajiyäs—
those who have imagined everything to be cheap,
who have their own concocted ideas, and who do
not follow the scriptural injunctions.

Such persons are simply creating disturbances in the
discharge of devotional service.

In this connection, an objection may be raised by
those who are not in devotional service and who do
not care for the revealed scriptures.



Srila Prabhupada on this Verse

An example of this is seen in Buddhist philosophy.

Lord Buddha appeared in the family of a high-grade kñatriya
king, but his philosophy was not in accord with the Vedic
conclusions and therefore was rejected.

Under the patronage of a Hindu king, Mahäräja Açoka, the
Buddhist religion was spread all over India and the
adjoining countries.

However, after the appearance of the great stalwart teacher
Çaìkaräcärya, this Buddhism was driven out beyond the
borders of India.



Srila Prabhupada on this Verse

The Buddhists or other religionists who do not care for
revealed scriptures sometimes say that there are many
devotees of Lord Buddha who show devotional service to
Lord Buddha, and who therefore should be considered
devotees.

In answer to this argument, Rüpa Gosvämé says that the
followers of Buddha cannot be accepted as devotees.

Although Lord Buddha is accepted as an incarnation of
Kåñëa, the followers of such incarnations are not very
advanced in their knowledge of the Vedas.



Srila Prabhupada on this Verse

To study the Vedas means to come to the conclusion of the
supremacy of the Personality of Godhead. Therefore any
religious principle which denies the supremacy of the
Personality of Godhead is not accepted and is called
atheism.

Atheism means defying the authority of the Vedas and
decrying the great äcäryas who teach Vedic scriptures for
the benefit of the people in general.

Lord Buddha is accepted as an incarnation of Kåñëa in the
Çrémad-Bhägavatam, but in the same Çrémad-Bhägavatam it
is stated that Lord Buddha appeared in order to bewilder
the atheistic class of men.



Srila Prabhupada on this Verse

Therefore his philosophy is meant for bewildering the
atheists and should not be accepted.

If someone asks, "Why should Kåñëa propagate atheistic
principles?" the answer is that it was the desire of the
Supreme Personality of Godhead to end the violence which
was then being committed in the name of the Vedas.

The so-called religionists were falsely using the Vedas to
justify such violent acts as meat-eating, and Lord Buddha
came to lead the fallen people away from such a false
interpretation of the Vedas.



Srila Prabhupada on this Verse

Also, for the atheists Lord Buddha preached atheism
so that they would follow him and thus be tricked
into devotional service to Lord Buddha, or Kåñëa.



5. sad-dharma-påcchä – Inquiry into bhakti

aciräd eva sarvärthaù
sidhyaty eñäm abhépsitaù |
sad-dharmasyävabodhäya
yeñäà nirbandhiné matiù

Those whose minds are attached (yeñäà
nirbandhiné matiù) to understanding bhakti to the
Lord (sad-dharmasya avabodhäya) quickly attain
(aciräd eva sidhyaty) all their desired goals (eñäm
sarva abhépsitaù arthaù). (Näradéya Puräëa)



|| 4.34 ||
tad viddhi praëipätena

paripraçnena sevayä
upadekñyanti te jïänaà
jïäninas tattva-darçinaù

Know this by surrender (tad viddhi praëipätena),
questioning and service (paripraçnena sevayä). The
seers of truth (tattva-darçinaù), the jïänés (te
jïäninah), will teach you this knowledge (jïänaà
upadekñyanti)



Baladeva

• The Lord now teaches knowledge of worshipping
the Lord’s svarüpa.

• To attain this knowledge a person must take
association with devotees.

• That he teaches in this verse.



Baladeva

• Praëipäta means offering respects like dandavats.

• Sevä means serving these devotees like menial
servants.

• Paripraçna means to ask various questions about
the Lord’s form, qualities and powers.



Baladeva

• “But they will not teach this, since they are
indifferent to the world.”

• “These men with knowledge, who understand
their own ätmä and the Supreme ätmä, seeing
your desire to know, indicated through your
obeisances, questions and service, will teach such
a person as you that knowledge of the Lord, for
having seen the truth (tattva darçinaù), they are
merciful and preach that knowledge.”



Srila Prabhupada

• One has to approach a bona fide spiritual master
to receive the knowledge.

• Such a spiritual master should be accepted in full
surrender, and one should serve the spiritual
master like a menial servant, without false
prestige.

• Satisfaction of the self-realized spiritual master is
the secret of advancement in spiritual life.



Srila Prabhupada

• Inquiries and submission constitute the proper
combination for spiritual understanding.

• Unless there is submission and service, inquiries
from the learned spiritual master will not be
effective.

• One must be able to pass the test of the spiritual
master, and when he sees the genuine desire of
the disciple, he automatically blesses the disciple
with genuine spiritual understanding.



Srila Prabhupada

• In this verse, both blind following and absurd
inquiries are condemned.

• Not only should one hear submissively from the
spiritual master, but one must also get a clear
understanding from him, in submission and service
and inquiries.



Srila Prabhupada

• A bona fide spiritual master is by nature very kind
toward the disciple.

• Therefore when the student is submissive and is
always ready to render service, the reciprocation of
knowledge and inquiries becomes perfect.



6. kåñëärthe bhogädi-tyägo – Renouncing enjoyment for 
pleasing Kåñëa

harim uddiçya bhogäni
käle tyaktavatas tava |

viñëu-loka-sthitä sampad-
alolä sä pratékñate

When you give up enjoyable objects (bhogäni
tyaktavatas) at the time of enjoying (käle), aiming at the
pleasure of the Lord (harim uddiçya), the permanent
wealth (alolä sampad) situated in Viñëu-loka (viñëu-loka-
sthitä) awaits you (pratékñate). (Padma Puräëa)



7. dvärakädi-niväso – Living in Dvärakä or other holy 
places

saàvatsaraà vä ñaëmäsän
mäsaà mäsärdham eva vä |

dvärakä-väsinaù sarve
narä näryaç caturbhujäù

Anyone who lives in Dvärakä (dvärakä-väsinaù sarve) for
one year, six months (saàvatsaraà vä ñad mäsän), one
month or even half a month (mäsaà mäsärdham eva vä),
whether man or woman (narä näryah), attains a four-
handed form in the spiritual sky (catur bhujäù). (Skanda
Puräëa)



7. dvärakädi-niväso – Living in Dvärakä or other holy 
places - Ganga

yä vai lasac-chré-tulasé-vimiçra-
kåñëäìghri-reëv-abhyadhikämbu-netré |

punäti seçän ubhayatra lokän
kas täà na seveta mariñyamäëaù

Who at the point of death (kah mariñyamäëaù) would not
serve the Gaìgä (täà na seveta) who (yä), carrying water
(ambu-netré) made excellent (abhyadhika) by the dust of
Kåñëa’s feet (krñëäìghri-reëu) mixed with beautiful tulasé
(lasat-çré-tulasé-vimiçra), purifies the worlds (punäti
lokän) along with their leaders (sa éçän) inside and
outside, above and below (ubhayatra)(SB 1.19.6)



7. dvärakädi-niväso – Living in Dvärakä or other holy 
places

• The word ädi indicates Puri as well, as illustrated from
the Brahma Puräëa.

• The glory of Puri with its surrounding area of 80 miles
is inconceivable. The devatäs see everyone residing
there as having four arms.



8. Yavad arthä anuvartitä – Living with minimal material 
needs

yävatä syät sva-nirvähaù
svékuryät tävad artha-vit |
ädhikye nyünatäyäà ca
cyavate paramärthataù

The person with wisdom concerning material objects
(artha-vit) accepts (tävad svékuryät) as much as is
necessary for maintenance of bhakti (yävatä syät sva-
nirvähaù). By accepting more or less than that (ädhikye
nyünatäyäà ca), the person will fail to attain the highest
goal (cyavate paramärthataù). (Naradéya Puräëa)



|| 2.2.4 ||
satyäà kñitau kià kaçipoù prayäsair

bähau sva-siddhe hy upabarhaëaiù kim |
saty aïjalau kià purudhänna-pätryä
dig-valkalädau sati kià dukülaiù ||

If there is the earth (satyäà kñitau), why do you
need a bed (kià kaçipoù prayäsair)? If you have
arms (bähau sva-siddhe), why do you need a pillow
(hy upabarhaëaiù kim)? If you have your palms of
your hands (saty aïjalau), why do you need many
dishes (kià purudhä anna-pätryä)? If you have the
directions and tree bark (dig-valkalädau sati), why
do you need clothing (kià dukülaiù)?



|| 2.2.5 ||
céräëi kià pathi na santi diçanti bhikñäà

naiväìghripäù para-bhåtaù sarito ’py açuñyan |
ruddhä guhäù kim ajito ’vati nopasannän

kasmäd bhajanti kavayo dhana-durmadändhän ||

Are there not torn clothes on the road (céräëi kià pathi
na santi)? Are not the trees (na eva aìghripäù),
sustainers of others (para-bhåtaù), giving alms (diçanti
bhikñäà)? Have the rivers gone dry (saritah apy
açuñyan)? Have the caves all closed (ruddhä guhäù
kim)? Does not Viñëu protect his devotees (ajito avati
na upasannän)? Why should the wise worship (kasmäd
bhajanti kavayo) the blind men infatuated with money
(dhana-durmada andhän)?



• But here the idea given by Çréla Çukadeva Gosvämé is
that the reserve energy of human life, which is far
superior to that of animals, should simply be utilized
for self-realization.

• Advancement of human civilization must be towards
the goal of establishing our lost relationship with God,
which is not possible in any form of life other than the
human.

• One must realize the nullity of the material
phenomenon, considering it a passing phantasmagoria,
and must endeavor to make a solution to the miseries
of life.



• Self-complacence with a polished type of animal
civilization geared to sense gratification is delusion,
and such a "civilization" is not worthy of the name.

• In pursuit of such false activities, a human being is in
the clutches of mäyä, or illusion.

• Great sages and saints in the days of yore were not
living in palatial buildings furnished with good
furniture and so-called amenities of life.

• They used to live in huts and groves and sit on the flat
ground, and yet they have left immense treasures of
high knowledge with all perfection.



• Çréla Rüpa Gosvämé and Çréla Sanätana Gosvämé
were high-ranking ministers of state, but they
were able to leave behind them immense
writings on transcendental knowledge, while
residing only for one night underneath one tree.

• They did not live even two nights under the
same tree, and what to speak of well-furnished
rooms with modern amenities.

• And still they were able to give us most
important literatures of self-realization.



• If one is not accustomed to abiding by the life of
renunciation and self-abnegation from the
beginning, one should try to get into the habit
at a later stage of life as recommended by Çréla
Çukadeva Gosvämé, and that will help one to
achieve the desired success.



• The renounced order of life is never meant for
begging or living at the cost of others as a
parasite.

• According to the dictionary, a parasite is a
sycophant who lives at the cost of society
without making any contribution to that
society.



• The renounced order is meant for contributing
something substantial to society and not
depending on the earnings of the householders.

• On the contrary, acceptance of alms from the
householders by the bona fide mendicant is an
opportunity afforded by the saint for the
tangible benefit of the donor.



Srila Prabhupada on this Verse

The purport is that one should not neglect following the
principles of devotional service, nor should one accept the
rulings of devotional service which are more than what he
can easily perform.

For example, it may be said that one should chant the Hare
Kåñëa mantra at least one hundred thousand times daily on
his beads. But if this is not possible, then one must
minimize his chanting according to his own capacity.

Generally, we recommend our disciples to chant at least
sixteen rounds on their japa beads daily, and this should be
completed.



Srila Prabhupada on this Verse

But if one is not even able to chant sixteen rounds, then he
must make it up the next day. He must be sure to keep his
vow.

If he does not strictly follow this out, then he is sure to be
negligent. That is offensive in the service of the Lord.

If we encourage offenses, we shall not be able to make
progress in devotional service.

It is better if one fixes up a regulative principle according to
his own ability and then follows that vow without fail. That
will make him advanced in spiritual life.



9. hari-väsara-sammäno – Respecting the day of 
the Lord

sarva-päpa-praçamanaà
puëyam ätyantikaà tathä |
govinda-smäraëaà nèëäm

ekadaçyäm upoñaëam

By fasting on Ekädaçé (ekadaçyäm upoñaëam), a
person destroys all sins (nèëäm sarva-päpa-
praçamanaà), gains abundant pious credits
(puëyam ätyantikaà) and attains remembrance of
the Lord (govinda-smäraëaà). (Brahma-vaivarta
Puräëa)



9. hari-väsara-sammäno – Respecting the day of the 
Lord

mädhava-tithi,  bhakti-janané,
jatane pälana kori

kåñëa-vasati,  vasati boli',
parama ädare bori

I observe with great care (jatane pälana kori) the holy
days commemorating the pastimes of Lord Mädhava
(mädhava-tithi), for they are the mother of devotion
(bhakti-janané). As my dwelling place I choose with
the greatest of reverence and love (parama ädare bori)
the transcendental abode of Çré Kåñëa (kåñëa-vasati,
vasati boli).



10. dhätry-açvatthädi-gauravam – Respecting the 
ämalaké, açvattha and other things

açvattha-tulasé-dhätré-
go-bhümisura-vaiñëaväù |
püjitäù praëatäù dhyätäù
kñapayanti nèëäm agham

Human beings destroy sin (nèëäm agham kñapayanti) by
worshipping, respecting, and contemplating (püjitäù
praëatäù dhyätäù) the açvattha tree, tulasé tree, ämalaké
tree (açvattha-tulasé-dhätré), the cow, the brähmaëa and
the Vaiñëava (go-bhümi-sura-vaiñëaväù). (Skandha
Puräëa)



10. dhätry-açvatthädi-gauravam – Respecting the 
ämalaké, açvattha and other things

• The açvattha tree is worthy of worship because
it is a vibhüti of the Lord (explained in the
Gétä).

• Because the Lord has descended on earth as the
benefactor and friend of the cows and the
brähmaëas, they also should be worshipped by
the devotees.



10. dhätry-açvatthädi-gauravam – Respecting the 
ämalaké, açvattha and other things

• All those other items are mentioned along with
tulasé and the Vaiñëava to remove doubt about
worshiping them.

• Among the other items, worship of the cow
bestows the ultimate goal for the worshippers of
Kåñëa.



11. çré-kåñëa-vimukha-jana-saìga-tyägaù – Giving up the 
association of those opposed to Kåñëa

varaà huta vaha jvälä
païjaräntar vyavasthitiù |

na çauri cintä vimukha
jana saàväsa vaiçasam

It is preferable (varaà) to remain within a cage
(païjaräntar vyavasthitiù) of blazing fire (huta vaha
jvälä) than to have the misfortune (vaiçasam) of living in
association with persons (jana saàväsa) who are opposed
to thinking of the Lord (çauri cintä vimukha).
(Kätyäyana-saàhitä)



Meaning of Asat Sangha



• That means the devotees should not engage in
the activities mentioned in the fourth verse of
the Upadeçämåta with worldly people.

• Activities like talking with worldly people in the
course of one's work is not considered
association.

• When the same activities are done with affection
for someone, then that is considered association
with that person.



Glories of Vaisnava
Association



Glories of Vaisnava Association
ye me bhakta-janäù pärtha
na me bhaktäç ca te janäù

mad-bhaktänäà ca ye bhaktäs
te me bhakta-tamä matäù

Lord Kåñëa told Arjuna, "Those who are My direct
devotees (ye me bhakta-janäù pärtha) are actually
not My devotees (na me bhaktäç ca te janäù), but
those who are the devotees of My servant (mad-
bhaktänäà ca ye bhaktäh) are factually My
devotees (te me bhakta-tamä matäù).“ (Ädi
Puräëa)



Glories of Vaisnava Association

darçana sparçanäläpa
sahaväsädibhiù kñaëät

bhaktäù punanti kåñëasya
säkñäd api ca pukkaçam

"Even an outcaste (pukkaçam api) becomes
completely pure (punanti) by seeing, touching,
conversing with (darçana sparçana äläpa), or
living with (saha väsädibhiù) Kåñëa's devotee
(kåñëasya bhaktäù säkñäd) for even a moment
(kñaëät)." (Ädi Puräëa)



Glories of Vaisnava Association

naiñäà matis tävad urukramäìghrià
spåçaty anarthäpagamo yad-arthaù

mahéyasäà päda-rajo-'bhiñekaà
niñkiïcanänäà na våëéta yävat

As long as their intelligence (yävat matih) does not accept
(na våëéta) the dust from the feet (päda-rajo-abhiñekaà)
of devotees (mahéyasäà) having no material desires
(niñkiïcanänäà), the intelligence of these people (eñäà
matih) will not realize the lotus feet of the Lord (spåçaty
tävad urukrama aìghrià), whose secondary goal (yad-
arthaù) is destruction of saàsära (anartha apagamah).
(7.5.32)



What is Asat Sangha?



• These worldly people are of seven kinds:

(1)Mäyävädés and atheists

(2) Sense enjoyers

(3) Those who fond of the sense enjoyers

(4) Women/Men

(5) Womanizers

(6) The hypocritically devout

(7) The ill-behaved foolish outcastes



Association of Mayavadis

buddhi bhrañöa haila tomära gopälera saìge
mäyäväda çunibäre upajila raìge

vaiñëava haïä yebä çäréraka-bhäñya çune
sevya-sevaka-bhäva chäòi' äpanäre 'éçvara' mane

"You have lost your intelligence in the association of
Gopäla, and therefore you are eager to hear the Mäyäväda
philosophy. When a Vaiñëava listens to the Çäréraka-
bhäñya, the Mäyäväda commentary upon the Vedänta-
sütras, he gives up the Kåñëa conscious attitude that the
Lord is the master and the living entity is His servant.
Instead, he considers himself the Supreme Lord."(Antya
2.94-95)



Association of Sense Enjoyers and those fond of 
Sense Enjoyment

viñayéra anna khäile malina haya mana
malina mana haile nahe kåñëera smaraëa

"When one eats food offered by a materialistic
man, one's mind becomes contaminated, and when
the mind is contaminated, one is unable to think of
Kåñëa properly." (Antya 6.278)



Association of Sense Enjoyers and those fond of 
Sense Enjoyment

viñayéra anna haya ’räjasa’ nimantraëa
dätä, bhoktä—duìhära malina haya mana

When one accepts an invitation from a person
contaminated by the material mode of passion, the
person who offers the food and the person who
accepts it are both mentally contaminated. (Antya
6.279)



Association of Opposite Sex and Womanizers
na tathäsya bhaven moho

bandhaç cänya-prasaìgataù
yoñit-saìgäd yathä puàso
yathä tat-saìgi-saìgataù

Man’s bondage and bewilderment (asya mohah ca
bandha) is not due to (na tathä bhavet)
attachment to objects (anya-prasaìgataù) as much
as (yathä) it is due to his association with woman
(yoñit-saìgäd) and to his association with men
who associate with women (yathä tat-saìgi-
saìgataù puàsah). (3.31.35)



Association of Hypocritically Devout

añöa-prahara räma-näma japena rätri-dine
sarva tyaji’ calilä jagannätha-daraçane

Rämadäsa had renounced everything and was going to see
Lord Jagannätha. While traveling, he chanted the holy
name of Lord Räma twenty-four hours a day.

rämadäsa yadi prathama prabhure mililä
mahäprabhu adhika täìre kåpä nä karilä

When Rämadäsa Viçväsa met Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu,
the Lord did not show him any special mercy, although
this was their first meeting.



Association of Hypocritically Devout

antare mumukñu teìho, vidyä-garvavän
sarva-citta-jïätä prabhu—sarvajïa bhagavän

Within his heart, Rämadäsa Viçväsa was an
impersonalist who desired to merge into the
existence of the Lord, and he was very proud of his
learning. Since Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu is the
omniscient Supreme Personality of Godhead, He
can understand the heart of everyone, and thus He
knew all these things.


