12-14. sisyady-anubandhitvadi-trayam — Attachment to
disciples and the following two items

na Sisyan anubadhnita
granthan naivabhyased bahun |
na vyakhyam upayuijita
narambhan arabhet kvacit

A sannyasi must not be eager to make unqualified dis-
ciples (na Sisyan anubadhnita), nor should he
unnecessarily read books that disrespect the Lord (na eva
bahtin granthan abhyased), or give discourses as a means
of livelihood (na vyakhyam upayunjita). He should not
engage in big projects, which distract him from his
spiritual goals (narambhan arabhet kvacit). (SB 7.13.8)



12-14. sisyady-anubandhitvadi-trayar —
Attachment to disciples and the following two

1tems

* This rule means that one should not accept
unqualified disciples.

* This is because we see examples of Narada and
others taking disciples, though they were
renounced.



12-14. sisyady-anubandhitvadi-trayar —
Attachment to disciples and the following two

1tems

* If the rule was literally followed, and no
disciples were made, then the sampradaya
would be destroyed because there would no
lineage.

* Consequently, there would be an appearance ot
talse knowledge.



12-14.

Sisyady-anubandhitvadi-trayam — Attachment
to disciples and the following two items

Thus, the rule that a devotee should not be
attached to making disciples actually means that

the

In

devotee should not accept unqualified disciples
order to increase the numbers in one’s

sampradaya.

The
SCI1]
SCr1]

injunction that one should not study many
btures means that one should not study
btures other than Vaisnava scriptures—

SCr1]

btures opposed to Bhagavatam.



12-14. sisyady-anubandhitvadi-trayar —
Attachment to disciples and the following two

1tems

* The injunction about big projects should be
similarly interpreted; i.e. Big projects pleasing to
the Lord can be undertaken.



Srila Prabhupada on this Verse

And one should also not be very enthusiastic about
constructing new temples, nor should one be enthusiastic
about reading various types of books, save and except the
ones which lead to the advancement of devotional service.

Practically, if one very caretully reads Bhagavad-gita,
Srimad-Bhagavatam, Teachings of Lord Caitanya and this
Nectar of Devotion, that will give him sufficient knowledge
to understand the science of Krsna consciousness.

One need not take the trouble of reading other books.



Jllla r'iapilupada OI1 t11S VEISC

One who has accepted the sannyasa order of life is
torbidden to accept as a disciple anyone who is not fit.

A sannyasi should first of all examine whether a prospective
student is sincerely seeking Krsna consciousness_If he is
not, he should not be accepted.

However, Lord Caitanya's causeless mercy is such that He
advised all bona fide spiritual masters to speak about Krsna
consciousness everywhere.

—

Therefore, in the line of Lord Caitanya even the sannyasis
can an_speak about Krsna _consciousness everywhere, and if

someone is seriously inclined to become a disciple, the

cahNnnNvacit ﬂ]‘XTQ‘TQ accentc ]’111’\’\



Srila Prabhupada on this Verse

The one point is that without increasing the number of
disciples, there is no propagation of the cult of Krsna
consciousness.

Therefore, sometimes even at a risk, a sannyasi in the line
of Caitanya Mahaprabhu may accept even a person who is
not thoroughly fit to become a disciple.

Later on, by the mercy ot such a bona fide spiritual master,
the disciple is gradually elevated.

However, if one increases the number of disciples simply
for some prestige or false honor, he will surely fall down in
the matter of executing Krsna consciousness.




Srila Prabhupada on this Verse

Similarly, a bona fide spiritual master has no business
reading many booKks simply to show his proficiency or to
get popularity by lecturing in different places.

‘One should avoid all these things.

[t is also stated that a sannyasi should not be enthusiastic
about constructing temples.

We can see in the lives of various dcaryas in the line of Sri
Caitanya Mahaprabhu that they are not very enthusiastic
about constructing temples.




Srila Prabhupada on this Verse

So a bona fide spiritual master should not Eersonallz! take
any responsibility for constructing temples, but(if someone
has money and wants to spend it in the service ot Krsna)an

\acarya like Rupa Gosvami iay)utilize the devotee's money
to construct a nice, costly temple [for the service of the

Lord)

Unfortunately, it happens that someone who is not fit to
become a spiritual master may approach wealthy persons to
contribute for temple constructions.

It such money is utilized by unqualified spiritual masters
for living comfortably in costly temples without actually
doing any preaching work, this is not acceptable. \




Srila Prabhupada on this Verse

In other words, a spiritual master needn't be very
enthusiastic for constructing temple buildings simply in the
name of so-called spiritual advancement.

e

Rather, his first and foremost activity should be to|preach)
In_this connection, Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Gosvami
Maharaja recommended that a spiritual master print books.

If one has money, instead of constructing costly temples,
one should spend his money for the publication of
authorized books in ditferent languages for propagating the
Krsna consciousness movement.




15. vyavahare apy akarpanyam — Not feeling miserable
and not performing degrading acts in distressing

circumstances

alabdhe va vinaste va
bhaksyacchadana-sadhane |
aviklava-matir bhutva
harim eva dhiya smaret

Being undisturbed (aviklava-matir bhutva) when one
does mnot attain (alabdhe) food or clothing (bhaksya
acchadana-sadhane) or when these things are lost
(vinaste va), one should remember the Lord with one’s
intelligence (harim eva dhiya smaret). (Padma Purana)



15. vyavahare apy akarpanyam — Not feeling miserable
and not performing degrading acts in distressing

circumstances

* This injunction applies to the devotee practicing
smaranam etc.

 The devotee absorbed in service however will pertorm
service corresponding to the materials he obtains (and
thus will make efforts to obtain those items if these
items are not present, instead of simply remaining
indifferent to loss or lack of those items).




15. vyavahare apy akarpanyam — Not feeling
miserable and not performing degrading acts in

distressing circumstances

* It should be understood that this injunction also
means that he should not perform low actions
with prominence of begging and such.



Srila Prabhupada on this Verse

The purport is that every conditioned soul is always
absorbed in thinking of materialistic activities; he has to
free himselt from such thoughts and transter himselt
completely to Krsna consciousness.

As we have already explained, the basic principle of Krsna
consciousness is to always think of Krsna.

One should not be disturbed in material loss, but, rather,

should concentrate his mind upon the lotus feet of the
Lord.



16. Sokady-avasa vartita — Not being controlled by

lamentation or other emotions

Sokamarsadibhir bhavair
akrantarn yasya manasam |
katham tatra mukundasya
sphiirti-sambhavana bhavet

How it is possible (katham) for Mukunda to appear
(mukundasya sphuirti-sambhavana bhavet) in the mind
(tatra) of a person whose mind (yasya manasam) is
atflicted (akrantarn) with lamentation, anger or other
emotions (Soka amarsa adibhih bhavaih)? (Padma
Purana)



17. anya-devanajina — Not disrespecting the
devatas

harir eva sadaradhyah
sarva-devesvaresvarah
itare brahma-rudradya
navajieyah kadacana

One should always worship Hari (harir eva sada
aradhyah), the Lord of the masters of all the
devatas (sarva-devesvaresvarah). On the other
hand, one should never disrespect (na avajieyah
kadacana) Brahma, Siva and others (itare brahma-
rudradya). (Padma Purana)



18. bhiitanudvega-dayita — Not inflicting pain on
other living entities
piteva putrarn karuno
nodvejayati yo janam
visuddhasya hrsikesas
tarnam tasya prasidati

That pure person (visuddhasya), who does not
inflict pain on others (yah janam na udvejayati),
being merciful like a father to his son (piteva
putramm karunah), quickly pleases the master of
the senses (tirnamn  hrsikesah  prasidati).
(Mahabharata)



Srila Prabhupada on this Verse
In so-called civilized society there is sometimes
agitation against cruelty to animals, but at the same
time regular slaughterhouses are always maintained.

A Vaisnava is not like that.

A Vaisnava can never support animal slaughter or
even give pain to any living entity.



19. seva-namaparadhanam varjanam — Avoiding
seva and nama aparadhas
mamarcanaparadha ye
kirtyante vasudhe maya |

vaisnavena sada te tu
varjaniyah prayatnatah

The devotees should avoid (vaisnavena
varjaniyah) the offenses in deity worship (mama
arcana aparadha ye) described by Me (maya
kirtyante), O earth (vasudhe), at all times (sada)
and with great care (prayatnatah). (Varaha
Purana)



19. seva-namaparadhanam varjanam — Avoiding seva

and nama aparadhas

sarvaparadha-krd api
mucyate hari-samsrayah |
harer apy aparadhan yah
kuryad dvipada-parmsavah

namasrayah kadacit syat
taraty eva sa namatah |
namno ’pi sarva-suhrdo hy
aparadhat pataty adhah



19. seva-namaparadhanam varjanam — Avoiding seva

and nama aparadhas

A person who commits all offenses (sarva aparadha-krd
api) is freed from all those oftenses (mucyate) by taking
complete shelter of Hari (hari-sarmsrayah). But the two-
legged animal (dvipada-pamsavah) who commits offense
against Hari (yah kuryad harer apy aparadhan) is freed
from those offenses (taraty syat) by taking shelter of
Hari’s name (namasrayah kadacit). However, though the
name is the friend of all (namnah sarva-suhrdah api), by
committing an offense against the name (namatah

aparadhat), a person falls to the lower regions (pataty
adhah). (Padma Purana)



5.

19. seva-namaparadhanam varjanarm — Avoiding seva
and nama aparadhas
Seva Aparadhas to be avoided (Padma Purana)

. Entering the Lord’s temple in a palanquin or with

shoes

Not observing the festivals of the deity

. Not oftering obeisance in tront of the Lord

Otfering prayers to the Lord in an unclean state or after
having eaten, without washing properly

Otfering respects with one hand



19. seva-namaparadhanarm varjanam — Avoiding seva
and nama aparadhas

Seva Aparadhas to be avoided (Padma Purana)
6. Circumambulating in front of the Lord
7. Spreading the legs in front of the deity
8. Clasping the hands on the knees in front of the deity
9. Lying down in front of the deity

10. Eating in front of the deity



20. tan-nindady asahisnuta — Not tolerating criticism of
the Lord or His devotee

nindam bhagavatah srmvams
tat-parasya janasya va |
tato napaiti yah so ’pi
yaty adhah sukrtac cyutah

Anyone who fails to leave that place immediately (yah na
apaiti) where he hears criticism (nindam Srnvan) of the
Supreme Lord or His faithtul devotee (bhagavatah tat-
parasya janasya va) will certainly fall down (sah yaty
adhah) bereft of his pious credit (sukrtat cyutah). (SB
10.74.40)



karnau pidhaya nirayad yad akalpa ise
dharmavitary asrnibhir nrbhir asyamane
chindyat prasahya rusatim asatimm prabhus cej
jihvam astin api tato visrjet sa dharmah

When the protector of religion (dharmavitary), a master (ise),
is insulted (asyamane) by uncontrollable people (asrnibhir
nrbhir), one should leave that place (nirayad), blocking one’s
ears (karnau pidhaya), it he cannot kill the person (yad
akalpa) or he should die (implied). If possible (prabhus cet)
he should forcibly cut (chindyat prasahya) the tongue of the
oftenders who speak badly (rusatim asatim jihvam) and then

give up his own life (astin api tato visrjet). That is the correct
procedure (sa dharmah). (SB 4.4.17)



* Because the ksatriya is qualified for punishing,
he should cut out the tongue.

* Among the other three varnas, not qualified to
punish the criticizer, the vaisya and S$udra,

should punish themselves by giving up their
life.

* Because it is not proper for the brahmana to
give up his life, he should block his ears,

remember Visnu, and go away.



Srila Prabhupada on this Verse

In one of Lord Caitanya's Siksastaka verses it is
stated, "The devotee should be more tolerant than
the tree and more submissive than the grass. He
should offer all honor to others, but may not accept
any honor for himself."

In spite of Lord Caitanya's being so humble and
meek as a devotee, when He was intformed about
injuries inflicted on the body of Sri Nityananda, He
immediately ran to the spot and wanted to kill the
ottenders, Jagai and Madhai.




Srila Prabhupada on this Verse
This behavior of Lord Caitanya's is very significant.

It shows that a Vaisnava may be very tolerant and
meek, foregoing everything for his personal honor,
but when it is a question of the honor of Krsna or
His devotee, he will not tolerate any insult.

There are three ways of dealing with such insults.
It someone is heard blaspheming by words, one

should be so expert that he can defeat the opposing
party by argument.



Srila Prabhupada on this Verse

If he is unable to deteat the opposing party, then the
next step is that he should not just stand there
meekly, but should give up his life.

The third process is tfollowed it he is unable to
execute the above-mentioned two processes, and
this is that one must leave the place and go away.

If a devotee does not follow any ot the above-
mentioned three processes, he falls down from his
position of devotion.



21. atha vaisnava-cihna-dhrtih— Wearing the marks of the

Vaisnava

ye kantha-lagna-tulasi-nalinaksa-mala
ye bahu-miula-paricihnita-sankha-cakrah |
ye va lalata-phalake lasad-ardhva-pundras

te vaisnava bhuvanam asu pavitrayanti

Those Vaisnavas (ye vaisnava) who have tulasi beads, lotus
seed beads and japa beads around their necks (kantha-lagna-
tulasi-nalinaksa-mala), who have their shoulders marked with

the signs of conch and cakra (ye bahu-mila-paricihnita-
sankha-cakrah), and who have tilaka on their foreheads (ye va
lalata-phalake lasad-urdhva-pundras) quickly purity the earth
(te bhuvanam asu pavitrayanti). (Padma Purana)



22. namaksara-dhrtih — Wearing the syllables of the
name
hari-namaksara-yutam
bhale gopi-mrdankitam |
tulasi-malikoraskam

sprseyur na yamodbhatah

The servants of Yama (yamodbhatah) will not touch (na
spréeyur) those who have the names of Hari on their body
(hari-namaksara-yutarn), who have gopi-candana-tilaka
on their foreheads (bhale gopi-mrdankitam) and who

have tulasi beads on their chests (tulasi-malika uraskam).
(Skanda Purana)



22. namaksara-dhrtih — Wearing the syllables of the

name

krsna-namaksarair gatram
ankayec candanadina |
sa loka-pavano bhutva
tasya lokam avapnuyat

He who has the syllables of Krsna’s names (krsna-nama-
aksaraih) marked on his body (gatram ankayet) with
candana (candanadina), after purifying this world (sah
loka-pavano bhutva), attains the planet of the Lord (tasya
lokam avapnuyat). (Padma Purana)



23. nirmalya-dhrtih — Wearing the garlands used by the Lord

tvayopabhukta-srag-gandha-
vaso'lankara-carcitah |
ucchista-bhojino dasas
tava mayam jayema hi

Simply by decorating ourselves (carcitah) with the garlands,
fragrant oils (srag-gandha), clothes and ornaments (vasah
alankara) that You have already enjoyed (tvaya upabhukta),
and by eating the remnants of Your meals (ucchista-bhojinah),
we, Your servants (tava dasah), will indeed conquer Your

illusory energy (mayarn jayema hi). (SB 11.6.46)



23. nirmalya-dhrtih — Wearing the garlands used by the
Lord

krsnottirnam tu nirmalyam
yasyangar sprsate mune |
sarva-rogais tatha papair
mukto bhavati narada

O sage Narada (narada mune), whoever touches (yasya
angam sprsate) the garlands offered to Krsna (krsna
uttirnarn tu nirmalyam) becomes freed (mukto bhavati)

from all diseases and all sins (sarva-rogaih tatha papaih).
(Skanda Purana)



Srila Prabhupada on this Verse

The purport of this verse is that for any person who simply
follows these rules and regulations of decorating the body
with the marks of tilaka of gopi-candana or sandalwood
pulp, and who puts on the garlands which were oftered to
Krsna, there is no question of being conquered by the spell

of material energy.

At the time of death, there is no question of such a person's
being called by the constables of Yamarija.

Even it one does not accept all the Vaisnava principles, but
still takes the remnants ot foodstuit offered to Krsna, or

krsna-prasada, he will gradually |
the platform of a Vaisnava.

become qualified to rise to



24. agre tandavam — Dancing before the deity

nrtyatam sri-pater agre
talika-vadanair bhrsam |
uddiyante Sarira-sthah

sarve pataka-paksinah

All the birds of sin (sarve pataka-paksinah) situated in
the body (Sarira-sthah) fly away (uddiyante) for those
who dance before the Lord (nrtyatarm Sri-pater agre) with

vigorous clapping of the hands (talika-vadanair bhrsam).
(Narada Muni — Source not given)




24. agre tandavam — Dancing before the deity

yo nrtyati prahrstatma
bhavair bahusu bhaktitah |
sa nirdahati papani

manvantara-satesv api

He who joytully dances (yo nrtyati prahrstatma) with
many emotions before the Lord (bhavair bahusu

bhaktitah) burns up sins (sa nirdahati papani), which
have been committed for the duration of many hundreds
of manvantara periods (manvantara-Satesv — api).
(Dvaraka-mahatmya)



25. dandavan-natih — Offering obeisances

eko 'pi krsnaya krtah pranamo
dasasvamedhavabhrthair na tulyah |
dasasvamedhi punar eti janma

krsna-pranami na punar-bhavaya

The purificatory rites performed during ten horse sacrifices
(dasa asvamedha avabhrthair) cannot equal (na tulyah) even
one pranama offered to Krsna (ekah api krsnmaya krtah
pranamah). A person who performs ten horse sacrifices takes
birth again (dasasvamedhi punar eti janma). The person
offering pranamas to Krsna does not take birth again
(dasasvamedhi punar eti janma). (Naradiya Purana)



26. abhyutthanam — Rising when the deity approaches

yanaradham purah preksya
samayantarh janardanam |
abhyutthanam narah kurvan

patayet sarva-kilbisam

The person who rises up (abhyutthanam kurvan narah)
on seeing (purah preksya) the Lord approaching
(samayantarh janardanam) on a palanquin (yanartadharm)
will have all sins destroyed (patayet sarva-kilbisam).
(Brahmanda Purana)



27. anuvrajya — Following after the Lord’s processions

rathena saha gacchanti
parsvatah prsthato ’gratah |
visnunaiva samah sarve

bhavanti svapadadayah

All the outcastes (sarve svapadadayah) who go along with
the chariot (rathena saha gacchanti) — be-side, behind or
in front of it (pars$vatah prsthato agratah)—become
similar to Visnu (visnuna eva samah bhavanti).
(Bhavisyottara Purana)



28. sthane gatih — Going to the places of the Lord

sthanam tirtharm grham casya
tatra tirthe gatir yatha

Sthanam means tirtha or temple (sthanam tirtharm ca asya
grham). First going to the tirtha is illustrated (tatra tirthe
gatir yatha).



28. sthane gatih — Going to the places of the Lord

samsara-maru-kantara-
nistara-karana-ksamau |
slaghyau tav eva caranau

yau hares tirtha-gaminau

The two feet (caranau), which go to the tirtha of the Lord
(yau hares tirtha-gaminau), are praiseworthy (tav eva
slaghyau), since they enable one to cross over (nistara-
karana-ksamau) the dangerous desert of sarnhsara
(samsara-maru-kantara). (Some Purana)



28. sthane gatih (alaye) — Going to the places of the Lord
(Going to the temple)

pravisann alayarh visnor
darsanartham subhaktiman |
na bhiayah pravisen matuh

kuksi-karagrham sudhih

The intelligent person (sudhih) who enters the temple ot
Visnu (pravisann alayarh visnor) with devotion to see the
Lord (darsana artharm subhaktiman) does not again enter
(na bhuyah praviset) the prison of a mother’s womb
(matuh kuksi-karagrham). (Hari-bhakti-sudhodaya)



29. Parikramah — Circumambulation

visnum pradaksini-kurvan
yas tatravartate punah |
tad evavartanam tasya

punar navartate bhave

If a person circumambulates Visnu (yah visnum
pradaksini-kurvan) and returns to the same spot (tatra
avartate punah), that returning (tad eva avartanam)
guarantees that he does not return to another birth (tasya
punar na avartate bhave). (Hari-bhakti-sudhodaya)



29. Parikramah — Circumambulation

catur-varam bhramibhis tu
jagat sarvam caracaram |

krantam bhavati vipragrya
tat-tirtha-gamanadikam

O best of the brahmanas (vipragrya), those who
circumambulate the Lord four times (catur-varam
bhramibhih) surpass the world of moving and non-
moving creatures (jagat sarvam caracaram krantarm
bhavati). This surpasses going to tirthas (tat-tirtha-
gamanadikam). (Skanda Purana)



29. Parikramah — Circumambulation

* Circumambulation of the deity is superior to
visiting tirthas because it more quickly produces
devotion to the Lord than going to tirthas such

as the Ganga.



30. arcanam — Deity Worship

Suddhi-nyasadi-parvanga-
karma-nirvaha-ptrvakam |
arcanam tupacaranam

syan mantrenopapadanam

Arcana means (arcanam syat) “offering items
(upacaranam upapadanam) with mantra (mantrena) after
introductory activities (purvanga-karma-nirvaha-
purvakam) such as bhiata-Suddhi and nyasa (Suddhi-
nyasadi).” (BRS)



30. arcanam — Deity Worship

Suddhi here refers to bhiita-suddhi, purification of the
elements of the body.

Nyasa refers to nyasas such as matrika-nyasa.
These and other actions (purvanga-karma) are
performed prior to the otfering of items (such as lamp

and tlowers) to the deity.

Offering of items with mantra  along with these
preliminary activities is called arcana.



30. arcanam — Deity Worship

svargapavargayoh purmsam
rasayam bhuvi sampadam |
sarvasam api siddhinam

mulam tac-caranarcanam

Worship of the Lord’s lotus feet (tah-carana arcanam) is
the root cause of all the perfections a person can find
(pumsam sarvasam api siddhinam milam) in heaven, in
liberation, in the subterranean regions and on earth
(svarga apavargayoh rasayammn bhuvi sampadam).
(10.81.90)



30. arcanam — Deity Worship

In this verse arcana is emphasized, and is thus
mentioned as the mulam or root to glority it (in
comparison to processes other than bhakti).

However, the greatness of other angas of bhakti should
be understood to be similar.

If arcana is absent, another anga of bhakti can be
performed and fulfill the same function.



30. arcanam — Deity Worship

Sri-visnor arcanam ye tu
prakurvanti nara bhuvi |
te yanti saSvatam visnor

anandarm paramam padam

Those men who perform arcana of Visnu (ye narah $ri-
visnor arcanam prakurvanti) on this earth (bhuvi) go (te
yanti) to the eternal, supreme place of Visnu (sasvatam
visnor padam), which is full of bliss (anandam

paramam). (Visnu-rahasya)



31. paricarya — Service to the deity

paricarya tu sevopa-
karanadi-pariskriya |
tatha prakirmaka-cchatra-

vaditradyair upasana

Paricarya consists of decorating the Lord with ditferent
items (paricarya tu sevopakaranadi-pariskriya) and
worshipping the Lord (tatha upasana) with camara,
umbrella, music and other items (prakirnaka-cchatra-
vaditra adyaih). (BRS)



31. paricarya — Service to the deity

This can be considered part of arcana, but is listed
separately since these services can be pertormed
without the preliminary rites of purification (purvanga-

karma) mentioned in verse 137.
Paricarya means serving the Lord like a king.

There are two types: decorating with items and

worshipping with camara etc.



31. paricarya — Service to the deity

muhirtam va muhartardham yas
tisthed dhari-mandire |
sa yati paramarm sthanam

kim u Susrusane ratah

If one remains in the temple of the Lord (yah tisthed hari-
mandire) for one muhurta or even halt of a muharta
(muhtirtarm va muhiairta ardham), he goes to the supreme
abode (sa yati paramar sthanam). What then to speak of

the person engaged in the paricarya of the Lord (kim u
Susriisane ratah)? (Naradiya Purana)



31. paricarya — Service to the deity

yat-pada-sevabhirucis tapasvinam
asesa-janmopacitarh malam dhiyah
sadyah ksinoty anvaham edhati sati

yatha padangustha-vinihsrta sarit

Like the water tlowing from the big toe of the Lord (yatha pada
angustha-vinihsrta sarit), a taste of service to the Lord’s feet (yat-
pada-seva abhirucih) immediately destroys (sadyah ksinoty) the
contamination in the intelligence (dhiyah malam) of the performers
of austerity (tapasvinam), which has been acquired through
unlimited births (asesa-janma upacitam). Day by day that spiritual
taste increases (anvaham edhati sati).

(4.21.31)



31. paricarya — Service to the deity

angani vividhany eva
syuh paija-paricaryayoh |

na tani likhitany atra
grantha-bahulya-bhititah

There are various angas (angani vividhany eva syuh) of
deity worship and paricarya (piija-paricaryayoh). These
have not been described here (na tani likhitany atra) for

fear of making the book too long (grantha-bahulya-
bhititah). (BRS)



32. gitam — singing

brahmano vasudevakhyam

gayamano ’'nisam param |
hareh salokyam apnoti

rudra-ganadhikam bhavet

Even the brahmana (brahmanah) who sings continuously
(gayamanah  anisam) in  front of  Vasudeva
(vasudevakhyarm param) attains the planet of Visnu
(hareh salokyam apnoti). This singing is greater than Siva
himselt singing (rudra-gana adhikam bhavet). (Linga
Purana)



33. sankirtanam — Chanting

nama-lila-gunadinam

uccair-bhasa tu kirtanam

Kirtana is defined as (kirtanam tu) the loud
chanting (uccair-bhasa) of the names, pastimes
and qualities of the Lord (nama-lila-gunadinam).
(BRS)




33. Sankirtanam (nama-kirtanam) — Chanting (Chanting
the name of the Lord)

krsneti mangalamm nama
yasya vaci pravartate |

bhasmibhavanti rajendra
maha-pataka-kotayah

O king (rajendra), he who chants (yasya vaci pravartate)
the auspicious name ot Krsna (krsneti mangalarn nama)
turns to ashes (bhasmi bhavanti) ten million of the worst
sins (maha-pataka-kotayah). (Visnu-dharma)



33. Sankirtanam (lila-kirtanam)

so ’harh priyasya suhrdah para-devataya
lila-kathas tava nrsimha virifica-gitah |

afijas titarmy anugrnan guna-vipramukto
durgani te pada-yugalaya-hamsa-sangah

O Nrsimmha (nrsimha)! Taking association of persons who take
shelter of your feet (te pada-yugalaya-hamsa-sangah), hearing
pastimes of the Supreme Lord (lila-kathah anugrnan) from

devotees in dasya, sakhya and madhurya-rasa (priyasya
suhrdah para-devataya), which are sung by Brahma (virifica-
gitah), becoming {ree from material attachment (guna-
vipramuktah), T will easily overcome (aharnh anjas titarmy)

separation from vou (durgani). (7.9.18)



33. Sankirtanam (Guna-kirtana)
idam hi pumsas tapasah srutasya va
svistasya siitktasya ca buddhi-dattayoh |
avicyuto 'rthah kavibhir nirapito

yad uttamasloka-gunanuvarnanam

The unfailing cause (avicyuto arthah) of perfection from
men’s austerity, study of the Vedas (pumsah tapasah
Srutasya va), performance of sacrifices, chanting of
mantras, practicing jiana and giving charity (svistasya
sitktasya ca buddhi-dattayoh) is defined by the wise
(kavibhir nirtpito) as gloritying the qualities of the Lord
(uttamasloka-guna anuvarnanam ). (1.5.22)



34. Japah - Japa

mantrasya sulaghiiccaro

japa ity abhidhiyate

Japa is defined (japa ity abhidhiyate) as a very soft
chanting of mantra (mantrasya sulaghu uccarah).
(BRS)



34. Japah - Japa

krsnaya nama ity esa
mantrah sarvartha-sadhakah |
bhaktanam japatam bhupa
svarga-moksa-phala-pradah

Chanting very softly the mantra (japatam esa mantrah),
“krsnaya mamah (krsnaya nama ity)”, produces all
benetits (sarva artha-sadhakah). O king (bhupa), Svarga
and liberation are bestowed to the devotees who perform
japa of this mantra (bhaktanam svarga-moksa-phala-

pradah). (Padma Purana)



35. Vijiaaptih — Entreaty

harim uddisya yat kificit
krtarh vijiapanam gira |
moksa-dvarargalan moksas

tenaiva vihitas tava

By making entreaties to the Lord with words (harim
uddisya yat kinicit krtarn vijhapanam gira), the bolt on
the door of liberation (moksa-dvara argalan) is released
(moksah). (Skanda Purana)



35. Vijiaaptih — Entreaty

samprarthanatmika dainya-
bodhika lalasamayi |
ity adir vividha dhiraih

krsne vijhaptir irita

The wise have explained (dhiraih irita) the there are
various types of entreaties to Krsna (krsne vividha
vijiaptih), such as prayers (samprarthanatmika),
admission of incompetence (dainya-bodhika) and
expressions of longing (lalasamayi ity adih). (BRS)



35. Vijhaptih — Entreaty

* Samprarthana (prayers) are statements coming
from persons who have not attained the stage ot

bhava.

* Lalasa statements come from persons who have

attained bhava.

e That is the difference.



35. Vijihaptih (samprarthanatmika) — Entreaty (Prayer)

yuvatinam yatha ytni
ylinam ca yuvatau yatha |
mano ’bhiramate tadvan

mano 'bhiramatam tvayi

Just as the minds of young women (yatha yuvatinam
manah) are attracted to a young man (yuni abhiramate),
and the minds of young men are attracted to a young
woman (yunarm ca yuvatau yatha), may my mind be
attracted to You (tadvat manah abhiramatam tvayi)!
(Padma Purana)



35. Vijnaptih (dainya-bodhika) — Entreaty (Admission of
worthlessness)

mat-tulyo nasti papatma
naparadhi ca kascana |
parihare ’pi lajja me
kim briaive purusottama

O Supreme Lord (purusottama)! There is no one as sinful
as me (mat-tulyo na asti papatma), no one who has
committed so many offenses (na aparadhi ca kascana).
What can I say (ki briive)? 1 am very ashamed to ask
You to remove those sins (parihare api lajja me).(Padma

Purana)



35. Vijhaptih (lalasamayi) — Entreaty (Longing)

kada gambhiraya vaca
Sriya yukto jagat-pate |
camara-vyagra-hastarn mam

evam kurv iti vaksyasi

O master of the universe (jagat-pate), when will you
(kada), accompanied by Laksmi (Sriya yukto), say with a
deep voice to me (mam vaksyasi gambhiraya vaca), eager
to serve You with camara (camara-vyagra-hastam),

“Please come here (evarh kurv iti)”? (Narada-pafncaratra)



35. Vijhaptih (lalasamayi) — Entreaty (Longing)

kadaham yamuna-tire

namani tava kirtayan |
udbaspah pundarikaksa

racayisyami tandavam

O lotus-eyed Lord (pundarikaksa), When will 1 dance
(kada aham racayisyami tandavam) on the bank of the
Yamuna (yamuna-tire) with tears in my eyes (udbaspah)
while singing Your names (namani tava Kkirtayan)?

(Source not mentioned)



35. Vijiaptih (lalasamayi) — Entreaty (Longing)

Supertficially, this appears to be a prayer
(samprarthana) of someone who has not manifested
bhava (since he is praying for it).

Samprarthana belongs to someone without the
appearance of bhava, whereas lalasa or prayers with
intense longing belong to a person who has manitested

bhava.

However, when a prayer (samprarthana) is filled with a
similar longing (expressing such bhava, even though
not attained) it is also called lalasa.



35. Vijnaptih (lalasamay1) — Entreaty (Longing)

* Thus, this example is classed as lalasamayi.

* Prayers and longing such as these are given here
to illustrate the topic, but actually, they should

be understood to be examples of raganuga-
bhakti.



36. Stava-pathah — Reciting compositions of praise

prokta manisibhir gita-
stava-rajadayah stavah

The wise consider (prokta manisibhih) that the Gita and
the stava-raja contained in the Gautamiya-tantra (gita-
stava-rajadayah) are examples of stavas (stavah). (BRS)

* The Gita is called stava because its contents glority the
Supreme Lord.



36. Stava-pathah — Reciting compositions of praise

$ri-krsna-stava-ratnaughair
yesar jihva tv alankrta |
namasya muni-siddhanam

vandaniya divaukasam

The perfected sages (muni-siddhanam) and the devatas
(diva okasam) respect (namasya vandaniya) those whose
tongues are ornamented (yesarm jihva tv alankrta) with
the abundance ot jewel-like verses ot praise of Krsna (sri-
krsna-stava-ratna oghaih). (Skanda Purana)



36. Stava-pathah — Reciting compositions of praise

stotraih stavai$ ca devagre

yah stauti madhustidanam |
sarva-papa-vinirmukto
visnu-lokam avapnuyat

He  who  praises  Madhusiidana  (yah  stauti
madhustudanam) with stotras and stavas (stotraih
stavaih) in front of His deity form (deva agre) is freed
from all sins (sarva-papa-vinirmukto) and attains the
planet of Visnu (visnu-lokam avapnuyat). (Narasimha
Purana)



37. Naivedya asvadah — Tasting the remnants of the deity

naivedyam annam tulasi-vimisrarm
visesatah pada-jalena siktam |
yo ’$nati nityarn purato murareh

prapnoti yajhayuta-koti-punyam

He, who always eats (yah asnati nityarn) outside the inner
sanctum (purato murareh), the remnants of the Lord’s
food (naivedyam annam) sprinkled with water from the
Lord’s feet (visesatah pada-jalena siktam) mixed with
tulasi (tulasi-vimisram), achieves the results of one
hundred billion sacrifices (prapnoti ayuta-koti-yajna-
punyam). (Padma Purana)



38. Padya asvadah — Tasting the foot water remnants of
the deity

na danam na havir yesam
svadhyayo na surarcanam |
te 'pi padodakam pitva
prayanti paramarm gatim

Those who drink the foot water of the Lord (yesam
padodakam pitva) achieve the supreme goal (te prayanti
paramam gatim), even though they have not performed
charity, sacrifices, Vedic study or deity worship (na
danam na havih svadhyayo na surarcanam api). (Padma

Purana)



39. Dhuipa-saurabhyam— Smelling incense offered to the
Lord

aghranam yad dharer datta-
dhiipocchistasya sarvatah |
tad-bhava-vyala-dastanam

nasyam karma visapaham

The action of the nose (nasyam) — smelling (aghranam)
the incense otfered to the Lord (yad dharer datta-dhtpa
ucchistasya sarvatah) — tully destroys the poison of
karma (karma visa apaham) inflicted on those bitten by

the snake of material existence (tad-bhava-vyala-
dastanam) (Hari-bhakti-sudhodava)



39. Malya-saurabhyam— Smelling the garlands offered to
the Lord

aghranam gandha-puspader
arcitasya tapodhana |
visuddhih syad anantasya
ghranasyehabhidhiyate

It is said that (abhidhiyate) the nose smelling (ghranasya
aghranam) flowers and gandha oftered to the infinite Lord
(anantasya arcitasya gandha-puspader) is the cause of
complete purification in this world (iha visuddhih syad).
(Tantra Sastra)



40. sri-murteh sparsanarm — Touching the deity

sprstva visnor adhisthanam
pavitrah sraddhayanvitah |
papa-bandhair vinirmuktah

sarvan kaman avapnuyat

The pure, faithful person (pavitrah sraddhayanvitah)
who touches the deity of Visnu (sprstva visnor
adhisthanam) becomes freed from the bondage of sin
(papa-bandhair vinirmuktah) and attains all desires

(sarvan kaman avapnuyat). (Visnu-dharmottara)



41. sSri-murteh darsanam — Seeing the deity

vrndavane tu govindam
ye paSyanti vasundhare |
na te yama-puram yanti
yanti punya-krtam gatim

O Earth (vasundhare)! Those who see (ye pasyanti)
Govinda in Vrndavana (vrndavane tu govindam) do not
go to the city of Yama (na te yama-purarm yanti), but
achieve pure bhakti, the goal of all punya (yanti punya-

krtar gatim). (Varaha Purana)



42. aratrika-dar$anam — Seeing the aratrika of the Lord

kotayo brahma-hatyanam
agamyagama-kotayabh |
dahaty aloka-matrena
visnoh saratrikamh mukham

The face of Visnu (visnoh mukham) lit by the light from
the aratrika lamp (aloka-matrena saratrikam) burns up
(dahaty) ten million sins of killing brahmanas (kotayo
brahma-hatyanam) and ten million sins committed in the
past and to be committed in the future (agamya agama-
kotayah). (Skanda Purana)



42. utsava-darsanarm — Seeing the festivals

ratha-stham ye niriksante
kautikenapi kesavam |
devatanarm ganah sarve
bhavanti svapacadayah

The dog-eaters and other low persons ($vapacadayah)
who joylully see (ye kautikenapi niriksante) Kesava on
His chariot (ratha-stham kesavam) all become associates
of the Lord (sarve devatanamn ganah bhavanti).
(Bhavisyottara Purana)



42. adi-sabdena puja-darsanam — The word adi (verse

87) refers to seeing the worship

pujitam pujyamanam va
yah pasSyed bhaktito harim |

Sraddhaya modamanas tu

so 'pi yoga-phalam labhet

He who sees the Lord (yah pasyed harim) with devotion
(bhaktito), faith and joy (Ssraddhaya modamanas tu),
after He is worshipped or while He is being worshipped
(pujitamm pajyamanarn va), attains eternal service to the
Lord (sah api yoga-phalam labhet). (Agni Purana)



43. Sravanam — Hearing
Sravanarh nama-carita-gunadinam Srutir bhavet

Hearing means listening to the name, pastimes and
qualities of the Lord. (BRS)



43. Nama-$ravanam — Hearing the name of the Lord

samsara-sarpa-dasta-
nasta-cestaika-bhesajam |
krsneti vaisnavarn mantram

Srutva mukto bhaven narah

Hearing the Vaisnava mantra ‘Krsna’ (Srutva krsneti
vaisnavam mantram), which is the only effective
medicine (eka-bhesajam) to counteract the bite of the
snake of sarsira (samsara-sarpa-dasta-nasta-cesta), a
man becomes liberated (mukto bhaven narah). (Garuda
Purana)



43. Caritra-Sravanam — Hearing the pastimes of the Lord

yatra bhagavata rajan
sadhavo visadasayah
bhagavad-gunanukathana-
Sravana-vyagra-cetasah

tasmin mahan-mukharita madhubhic-caritra-
piyusa-Sesa-saritah paritah sravanti
ta ye pibanty avitrso nrpa gadha-karnais
tan na spréanty asana-trd-bhaya-soka-mohah

Where there are devotees (yatra bhagavata) with pure hearts and proper conduct
(sadhavo visada asayah), who are eager to hear (Sravana-vyagra-cetasah)
discussions of the qualities of the Lord (bhagavad-guna-anukathana), profuse
streams of nectar (piyusa-Sesa-saritah) of the pastimes of the Lord (madhubhit-
caritra) emanating from the mouths of the saintly devotees, the mahaprasada of
the devotees (mahat-mukharita), flow everywhere (paritah sravanti). Those who
drink (ye pibanty) that nectar (ta) with firm ears (gadha-karnaih), with constant
thirst (avitrso), O King (nrpa), will not be touched (na sprsanty) by hunger,
thirst, fear, lamentation and illusion (asana-trd-bhaya-soka-mohah).

(4.29.39-40)



43. Guna-$ravanar — Hearing the qualities of the Lord

yas tittamah-sloka-gunanuvadah
sangiyate ’bhiksnam amangala-ghnah |
tam eva nityarh Srnuyad abhiksnam
krsne 'malarm bhaktim abhipsamanah

The person who desires pure devotional service to Lord
Krsna (krsne amalam bhaktim abhipsamanah) should
hear (Srnuyad) the narrations of Lord Uttamahsloka’s
glorious qualities (uttamah-Sloka-gunanuvadah), the
constant chanting of which (yas tu abhiksnam sangiyate)
destroys everything inauspicious (amangala-ghnah). The
devotee should engage in such listening in regular daily
assemblies and should continue his hearing throughout
the day (tam eva nityam Srnuyad abhiksnar). (12.3.15)



44. Tat-krpa iksanam — Expecting the Lord’s mercy

tat te nukampam su-samiksamano

bhufijana evatma-krtam vipakam |
hrd-vag-vapurbhir vidadhan namas te

jiveta yo mukti-pade sa daya-bhak

My dear Lord, one who (yah) earnestly waits for You to
bestow Your causeless mercy upon him (te anukamparm su-
samiksamanah), all the while patiently sutfering the reactions
of his past misdeeds (bhufijana eva atma-krtarn vipakam) and
dffering You respectful obeisances (vidadhan namas te} with
his heart, words and body (hrd-vag-vapurbhir), is surely
eligible (sah jiveta) for You, the shelter of liberation (mukti-
pade), for that is his rightful claim (yah daya-bhak). (10.14.8)




* In this verse two different sidhanas—expecting
the glance of mercy and offering obeisances—
are mentioned together to glority their exalted
positions.

* They should be both understood to have great
results.

e Atma-krtam vipakam means happiness and
suftering that occur during performance ot

bhakii.




* A secondary, unsought result of bhakti is
happiness.

* The results of aparadhas are suttering.

* Experiencing both of these results from his
bhakti (atma-krtam vipakam), the devotee sees
this (susamiksamanah) clearly (su for susthu)
and accurately (sam for samyak) as Your mercy.




* He knows that the happiness and distress that

he is experiencing stems from the Lord’s mercy
alone.

* It is just like a father who sometimes makes his
son drink milk, and sometimes, bitter juice
made from nimba leaves.

* “I do not know, but the Lord, like a father,
knows what is good and bad for me, and thus
sometimes He embraces and kisses me and

sometimes slaps me.




* I, His devotee, have no power at all over karma
and time.

* He, alone, by his mercy makes me experience
happiness and distress and makes me serve
Him.”

* The devotee considers his situation in this way,
in the manner of King Prthu:




Il 4.20.31]|
tvan-mayayaddha jana isa khandito
yad anyad asasta rtatmano 'budhah
yatha cared bala-hitam pita svayam
tatha tvam evarhasi nah samihitum

O Lord (isa)! Since foolish people (yad abudhah janah),
injured by your maya (tvan-mayaya addha khanditah),
desire things other than worshipping you (anyad asasta rta
atmano), you should choose (without asking us) what is
for our benefit (tatha tvam eva arhasi nah samihitum), just
as a father acts for the benetit of his son (yatha cared bala-
hitarn pita svayam).



* Revealing himselt daily to the Lord, offering
respects with mind, words and body, passing his
life while not being unduly tormented, the
devotee becomes the righttul claimant of mukti,
or liberation from samsara (secondary efttect),
and pada or service (primary effect) at the
Lord’s lotus feet (dvandva compound
considered as one unit mukti-pade).



* As remaining alive is the cause of a good son
receiving his inheritance, so the devotee
remaining alive in this world with steadiness on
the path of bhakti is the cause of his receiving
freedom from samsara and service to the Lord.



Srila Prabhupada on this verse

* This statement of Srimad-Bhagavatam should be
the guide of all devotees.

* A devotee should not expect immediate relief
from the reactions of his past misdeeds.

e No conditioned soul is free f{rom such
reactionary experiences, because material
existence means continued suffering or enjoying
of past activities.




Srila Prabhupada on this verse

If one has finished his material activities then
there is no more birth.

This is possible only when one@ Krsna

#

conscious activities, because such activities do

not produce reaction.

Therefore, as soon as one becomes perfeet-in
Krsna conscious activities, he is not going.to

take birth again in this material world.




Srila Prabhupada on this verse

A devotee who is not pertfectly freed from the resultant
actions should therefore continue to act in Krsna
consciousness seriously, even though there may be so
many impediments.

When such impediments arise he should simply think
of Krsna and expect His mercy. That is the only solace.

It the devotee passes his days in that spirit, it is certain

that he is going to be promoted to the abode of the
Lord.

By such activities, he earns his claim to enter into the

kingdom of God.




Srila Prabhupada on this verse

* The exact word used in this verse is daya-bhak.

* Daya-bhak refers to a son's becoming the lawiul
inheritor of the property of the father.

* In a similar way, a pure devotee who is prepared
to undergo all kinds of tribulations in executing
Krsna conscious duties becomes lawtully
qualified to enter into the transcendental abode.




45. Smrtih — Remembrance

yatha katham cin-manasa
sambandhah smrtir ucyate

Somehow or other connecting the mind to the
[ ord is called remembrance.



45. Smrtih — Remembrance

prayane caprayane ca
yan-nama smaratar ninam |
sadyo nasyati papaugho
namas tasmai cid-atmane

[ offer my respects to the omniscient Lord (namas
tasmai cid-atmane). Remembrance of His name
(yan-nama smaratam), while living or dying
(prayane ca aprayane ca), immediately destroys
(sadyo mnasyati) heaps of sins committed by men
(nfnam papa oghah). (Padma-purana)



46. Dhyanam — Meditation

dhyanam rupa-guna-krida-
sevadeh susthu cintanam

Meditation means  (dhyanam) to
contemplate  with  absorption (susthu
cintanam) on the Lord’s form, qualities,
pastimes and service (rupa-guna-krida-
sevadeh). (BRS)



46. Rupa-dhyanam — Meditation on the form
bhagavac-carana-dvandva-
dhyanar nirdvandvam iritam |
papino 'pi prasangena
vihitam suhitam param

Meditation on the two feet of the Lord (bhagavac-
carana-dvandva-dhyanam) is considered the
means of attaining freedom from the dualities of
this world (nirdvandvam iritam). Even a sinner
(papinah api) who casually meditates (prasangena
vihitarm) attains the highest benefit (suhitam
param). (Nrsirnha Purana)



46. Guna-dhyanam — Meditation on the qualities

ye kurvanti sada bhaktya
gunanusmaranar hareh |
praksina-kalusaughas te
pravisanti hareh padam

Those who constantly meditate on the qualities of
the Lord (ye kurvanti sada hareh guna
anusmaranarm) with devotion (bhaktya), having
destroyed all contaminations (praksina-kalusah
oghas te), enter the abode of the Lord (pravisanti
hareh padam). (Visnu-dharma)



46. Krida-dhyanam — Meditation on the Pastimes

sarva-madhurya-sarani

sarvadbhuta-mayani ca |

dhyayan hares$ caritrani
lalitani vimucyate

He who meditates (dhyayan) on the most sweet
(sarva-madhurya-sarani), most astonishing (sarva
adbhuta-mayani ca), charming pastimes of the
Lord (hareh lalitani caritrani) attains liberation
(vimucyate). (Padma Purana)



46. Seva-dhyanam — Meditation on the Service

manasenopacarena
paricarya harim sada |
pare van-manasa ‘gamyari
tarh saksat pratipedire

Constantly serving the Lord (harim sada
paricarya) with items produced in the mind
(manasena upacarena), some devotees have
directly attained the Lord (tam  saksat
pratipedire), who is not approachable for others
by words or mind (pare vak-manasa agamyam).
(Some unspecified Purana)



46. Seva-dhyanam — Meditation on the Service

* There is a story related in the Brahma-vaivarta
Purana.

* There once lived a brahmana in the city of
Pratisthana.

* Though he was poor, he was peacetul,
considering that he was reaping his karma.



46. Seva-dhyanam — Meditation on the Service

* Being of sincere mind, one time he heard about
Vaisnava practices in an assembly of brahmanas.

* Hearing that these processes could bring perfection just
by engaging the mind, the impoverished man began to
practice this.

* Finishing his daily rituals after taking bath in the
Godavari, becoming peacetul in mind, he would sit
down in a solitary place and perform the preliminaries
of worship such as pranayama.



46. Seva-dhyanam — Meditation on the Service

* Becoming steady in mind, he would mentally establish
the deity form of his dear Lord.

* Mentally putting on a fine cloth, he would oftfer the
Lord his respects, pull up his cloth and begin cleaning
the Lord’s temple.

* Offering respects again, he would then bring water in
gold and silver pots from all the tirthas headed by the
Ganga, and gather various materials for serving the
Lord.



46. Seva-dhyanam — Meditation on the Service

* After bathing the Lord, he would perform
aratrika and offer items befitting a king to the
deity in his mind.

* After completing that worship, he would
experience great happiness, which would last the
whole day.



46. Seva-dhyanam — Meditation on the Service

* After practicing for some time in this way, he
once prepared in his mind some milk rice
sprinkled with ghee and put it in a gold pot for
the Lord to eat.

* In doing this, his two thumbs happened to enter

into the preparation that was bubbling from the
heat.



46. Seva-dhyanam — Meditation on the Service

* Realizing what had happened, he exclaimed,
“How unfortunate! This offering has been
spoiled!”

* With sorrow, he rejected the offering.

* His samadhi then broke, and he felt great pain
because of his burned thumbs.



46. Seva-dhyanam — Meditation on the Service

* Understanding this, the Lord seated in
Vaikuntha laughed.

 Laksmi and others asked Him the cause of His
laughter.



46. Seva-dhyanam — Meditation on the Service

* Then the Lord brought him in an airplane to His
side and showed Laksmi his burnt thumbs.

* He then fixed the brahmana permanently by His
side because of his qualitications.



