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Mangalacarana of Madhurya Kadambini

bhaktiù pürvaiù çritä täà tu
rasaà paçyed yad-ätta-dhéù |

taà naumi satataà rüpa-
näma-priya-janaà hareù

Though there are others who in the past have taken up the 
path of devotional service to the Lord (pürvaiù täà bhaktiù
çritä tu), I pay my continual obeisances (taà satataà
naumi) to Srila Rupa Goswami, who is dearmost to the 
Lord (rüpa-näma hareù priya-janaà). By his mercy, 
humanity has received the intelligence (yad-ätta-dhéù) to 
see all rasas (relationships with the Lord) revealed by 
bhakti (devotion to the Lord) (rasaà paçyed).



The First Wave

Concerning Vibhäva



“Obsessed by a desire to benefit all the devotees of the
Lord, the esteemed author, Çréla Rüpa Gosvämé,
compiled this remarkable work, the scripture called
Bhakti-Rasämåta-Sindhu, using the rasa presented in
Çrémad-Bhägavatam, which appeared within the lotus bud
of his heart.”

Çréla Jéva Goswami



I - Cause of Bhakti-
Rasa



I - Cause of Bhakti Rasa

prabalam ananya-çrayiëä 
niñevitaù sahaja-rüpeëa |

agha-damano mathuräyäà 
sadä sanätana-tanur jayati ||1||

May the eternal form (sanätana-tanuh) of Kåñëa, killer of
Aghäsura (agha-damanah), served strongly (prabalam 
niñevitaù) by His natural beauty (sahaja-rüpeëa), which
is attractive even with-out ornaments, and which is non-
different from His very self (ananya-çrayiëä), remain with
all attractive features eternally (sadä jayati) in the district
of Mathurä (mathuräyäà).



I - Cause of Bhakti Rasa

• May Sanätana Gosvämé, who conquers all sins and is
served with devotion by his younger brother Rüpa, who
has taken shelter of him alone, remain eternally in
Mathurä district.



I - Cause of Bhakti Rasa

rasämåtäbdher bhäge ’smin 
dvitéye dakñiëäbhidhe |

sämänya-bhagavad-bhakti-
rasas tävad udéryate ||2||

The second part (asmin dvitéye bhäge) of the sweet ocean
of rasa (rasa amåta abdheh) is called the Southern Section
(dakñiëäbhidhe). It describes (tävad udéryate) the general
rasas within devotion to the Lord (sämänya-bhagavad-
bhakti-rasah).



I - Cause of Bhakti Rasa

asya païca-laharyaù syur 
vibhäväkhyägrimä matä |
dvitéyä tv anubhäväkhyä 
tåtéyä sättvikäbhidhä |

vyabhicäry-abhidhä turyä 
sthäyi-saàjïä ca païcamé ||3|| 

There are five waves or chapters in this Southern Section
of the ocean (asya païca-laharyaù syuh). The first deals
with vibhäva (vibhäva äkhya agrimä matä); the second
with anubhäva (dvitéyä tv anubhäva äkhyä); the third
with sättvika-bhava (tåtéyä sättvikä abhidhä); the fourth
with vyabhicäri-bhava (vyabhicäry-abhidhä turyä); and
the fifth with sthäyi-bhava (sthäyi-saàjïä ca païcamé).



I - Cause of Bhakti Rasa

athäsyäù keçava-rater 
lakñitäyä nigadyate |
sämagré-paripoñeëa 

paramä rasa-rüpatä ||4||

The Southern Section describes (atha asyäù nigadyate)
how rati (bhäva) for the Lord (sthäyi-bhäva) (keçava-
rateh), which has been described previously (lakñitäyä),
takes on the form of the highest rasa (paramä rasa-
rüpatä) through nourishment (paripoñeëa) by the
ingredients of vibhäva, anubhäva, sättvika-bhäva and
vyabhicäri-bhava (sämagré).



I - Cause of Bhakti Rasa

vibhävair anubhävaiç ca 
sättvikair vyabhicäribhiù |

svädyatvaà hådi bhaktänäm 
änétä çravaëädibhiù |
eñä kåñëa-ratiù sthäyi-

bhävo bhakti-raso bhavet ||5||

This rati for Kåñëa (eñä kåñëa-ratiù), called the sthäyi-bhava
(sthäyi-bhävah), takes on a pleasurable nature (svädyatvaà 
änétä) in the hearts of the devotees (bhaktänäm hådi) by the
vibhävas, anubhävas (vibhävair anubhävaiç ca), sättvika-
bhävas and vyabhicäri-bhävas (sättvikair vyabhicäribhiù),
through activities such as hearing (çravaëädibhiù), and then
becomes bhakti-rasa (bhakti-raso bhavet).



I - Cause of Bhakti Rasa

• Rati for Kåñëa, the sthäyi-bhäva, becomes bhakti-rasa.

• How does this happen?

• The sthäyi-bhäva, taking on a relishable nature on being
nourished in an amazing manner through hearing and
other actions, becomes bhakti-rasa by means of the
anubhävas, vibhävas, sättvika-bhävas and vyabhicäri-
bhävas.

• Rati is an inclusive term, indicating as well prema,
praëaya and other stages up to mahä-bhäva. That is
because of rati’s extraordinary form.



I - Cause of Bhakti Rasa

präktany ädhuniké cästi 
yasya sad-bhakti-väsanä |

eña bhakti-rasäsvädas 
tasyaiva hådi jäyate ||6||

The taste for bhakti-rasa (eña bhakti-rasa äsvädah)
arises (jäyate) in the heart of a person (tasyaiva 
hådi) who has had experiences of pure bhakti
(yasya sad-bhakti-väsanä asti) in previous and
present life (präktany ädhuniké).



I - Cause of Bhakti Rasa
Jiva Goswami

• Even though there are impressions in this life for giving
rise to rasa from the presence of rati in this life, it is
necessary to seek out impressions from previous life as
well to explain the occur-rence of rasa.

• This distinction between past life experiences of rati
and present life experiences of rati applies to those
persons subject to disappearance (and not the nitya-
siddhas).

• This is the rule for most cases discussed in the book.
The import is that rati has to be intense for bhakti-rasa
to appear.



I - Cause of Bhakti Rasa
SVCT

• Though there are recent impressions for giving rise to
rati, past life impressions also are needed to give a taste
of rati.

• Though in this life itself rati appears in persons who
have surrendered to guru, performed bhakti, and
destroyed all offenses, the taste for rati arises from
experiences and actions in previous lives.



I - Cause of Bhakti Rasa

bhakti-nirdhüta-doñäëäà prasannojjvala-cetasäm |
çré-bhägavata-raktänäà rasikäsaìga-raìgiëäm ||7||

jévané-bhüta-govinda-päda-bhakti-sukha-çriyäm |
premäntaraìga-bhütäni kåtyäny evänutiñöhatäm ||8||

bhaktänäà hådi räjanté saàskära-yugalojjvalä |
ratir änanda-rüpaiva néyamänä tu rasyatäm ||9||

kåñëädibhir vibhävädyair gatair anubhavädhvani |
prauòhänanda-camatkära-käñöhäm äpadyate paräm ||10||



Rati, which is the very form of änanda (änanda-rüpaiva), appears in
the hearts of devotees (bhaktänäà hådi räjanté) who have been
purified of all faults by bhakti (bhakti-nirdhüta-doñäëäà), whose
hearts have become joyful (hlädiné) and bright (saàvit) (prasanna 
ujjvala-cetasäm), who have developed great relish for the
Bhägavatam (çré-bhägavata-raktänäà) and for the association of
others who have taste for Kåñëa (rasika äsaìga-raìgiëäm), whose
life and soul becomes (jévané-bhüta) the profound happiness
(sukha-çriyäm) of devotion at the feet of Govinda (govinda-päda-
bhakti), and who have become absorbed (anutiñöhatäm) in actions
such as kértana, imbued with the Lord’s mercy (premäntaraìga-
bhütäni kåtyäny eva). This rati (ratir), strengthened by past and
present life impressions of bhakti (saàskära-yugala ujjvalä), then
attains a state of relish (néyamänä tu rasyatäm) by realizing
vibhäva, anubhäva, sättvika-bhäva and vyabhicäri-bhava
(vibhävädyair gatair anubhavädhvani) in relation to Kåñëa
(kåñëädibhih), and finally attains (äpadyate) the highest (paräm),
astonishing peak (camatkära-käñöhäm) of profound bliss (prauòha 
änanda).





I - Cause of Bhakti Rasa
Jiva Goswami

• Four verses explain the role of sädhana, the assisting
factors, and the way in which rasa appears.

• The description of sädhana ends with the eighth verse.

• The assisting factors are the two saàskäras, past and
present life impressions of bhakti, mentioned after that
(saàskära-yugalojjvalä).

• The way in which rasa develops is explained starting
from the second half of verse nine (néyamänä tu
rasyatäm).



I - Cause of Bhakti Rasa
Jiva Goswami

• After being purified of all faults, a person becomes
eligible for the appearance of çuddha-sattva-viçeña
(hlädiné), indicated by the word prasanna (joyous).

• By that, he becomes equipped with all knowledge
(saàvit), indicated by the word ujjvala (bright).

• Gatair anubhavädhvani (within the path of spiritual
realization) means that the ingredients of rasa such as
vibhäva are dependent only on spiritual realization, not
on being an expert poet, as is the case with material
rasa.



I - Cause of Bhakti Rasa
SVCT

• Premäntaraìga literally means “whose essence is
prema.”

• Premäntaraìga-bhütäni kåtyäni means “activities such
as hearing or chanting, described previously, which
have produced bhäva, the extreme mercy of the Lord.”

• Rati appears in the hearts of devotees who have
performed actions such as kértana previously described,
endowed with the Lord’s direct mercy, and this rati is
made intense by impressions from past life and this life
(saàskära-yugalojjvala).



I - Cause of Bhakti Rasa
SVCT

• This rati brings about a relish by vibhäva and other
elements directed to Kåñëa and related objects, which
are directly realized, and then attains the highest level
of astonishing bliss.



I - Cause of Bhakti Rasa

kintu premä vibhävädyaiù 
svalpair néto ’py aëéyasém |
vibhävanädy-avasthäà tu 

sadya äsvädyatäà vrajet ||11||

However (kintu), prema (premä), even becoming slightly
pleasurable (svalpair vibhävanädy-avasthäà nétah apy)
by a slight mixture of vibhäva and the other ingredients
(vibhävädyaiù aëéyasém), quickly becomes fully tasteful
(sadya äsvädyatäà vrajet).



I - Cause of Bhakti Rasa
Jiva Goswami

• This verse describes the excellent nature of prema.

• The special quality of prema is that, attaining a slight
ability to experience various tastes (aëéyaséà
vibhävanädy-avasthäm) by mixing with vibhävas and
other elements, prema then quickly reaches a state of
excellent taste (äsvädyatäm).

• This implies attaining the higher states such as praëaya
and sneha.



I - Cause of Bhakti Rasa
Jiva Goswami

• (Rati, increasing in intensity, becomes prema. Becoming more
intense, in the case of däsya-rasa, rati, prema, sneha and räga
manifest. In the sakhya-rasa rati, praëaya, prema, sneha and räga
manifest. In vatsala-rasa, rati, prema, sneha and the highest level
of räga manifest. In the case of madhura-rasa, the order is rati,
prema, sneha, mäna, praëaya, räga, anuräga and mahä-bhäva.)

• These are the superior forms of rati.

• If one attains prema alone, that prema then combines with
vibhäva and the other elements, and this takes place. The order
of words should be aëéyasém api, meaning “even attaining a slight
taste.”



I - Cause of Bhakti Rasa
SVCT

• But prema, attaining a slight condition suitable for
tasting (vibhävanädy-avasthäm) by a slight combination
with vibhäva and the other elements, quickly attains a
fully tasteful state.



II - Components of 
Bhakti-Rasa



II - Components of Bhakti-Rasa

atra vibhävädi-sämänya-lakñaëam –
ye kåñëa-bhakta-muralé-
nädädyä hetavo rateù |

kärya-bhütäù smitädyäç ca 
tathäñöau stabdhatädayaù ||12||

nirvedädyäù sahäyäç ca 
te jïeyä rasa-bhävane |
vibhävä anubhäväç ca 

sättvikä vyabhicäriëaù ||13||

The general characteristics of the ingredients are as follows (atra vibhävädi-
sämänya-lakñaëam).
In tasting rasa (rasa-bhävane), the causes of rati (rateù hetavo) such as Kåñëa, His
devotee, and the sound of the flute (ye kåñëa-bhakta-muralé-näda ädyä) are called
vibhävas (vibhävä jïeyä). The effects of rati (kärya-bhütäù), such as smiling
(smitädyäç ca) are called anubhävas (anubhäväç jïeyä) and the eight symptoms
(tathä añöau) such as being stunned (stabdhatä ädayaù) are called sättvika-bhävas
(sättvikä jïeyä). The assistants (sahäyäç ca) such as self-criticism (nirvedädyäù)
are called vyabhicäri-bhävas (vyabhicäriëaù jïeyä).
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