Bhakti-Rasamrta-Sindhu
By Srila Rapa Gosvami
The Southern Section

Defining the Components of
Rasa



Mangalacarana of Madhurya Kadambini

bhaktih puarvaih $rita tam tu

rasarh pasyed yad-atta-dhih |
tam naumi satatam riupa-
nama-priya-janam hareh

‘\

Though there are others who in the past have taken up the
path of devotional service to the Lord (pturvaih tam bhaktih
srita tu), I pay my continual obeisances (tarh satatarn
naumi) to Srila Rupa Goswamj is dearmost to the
Lord (nama f@rgl__l== priya-janam). By his mercy,
humanity has received the intelligence to
see all rasas (relationships with the Lord) revealed by
bhakti (devotion to the Lord) (rasam pasyed).




s
3 cocs “Ly)&\x_@:‘,ﬁ?wﬂ—
o . A et Eoxom Pckisy ’7‘)’%&5 T
0 523 VOOV v
s Pe<cA s Pemerive \/\,__-
The Fi s | ST e 4o
. _
1Irst Wave O
® OS5
OLLrpet
v,
e,

Concerning Vibhava

N e e
e N B ]
@,&\ro\o\""’do‘ \‘\;@S

@’{g"" g; W




“Obsessed by a desire to benefit all the devotees of the
Lord, the esteemed author, Srila Rapa Gosvami,
compiled this_remarkable work. the scripture called
Bhakti-Rasamrta-Sindhu, using the rasa presented in
Srimad-Bhagavatam, which appeared within the lotus bud
of his heart.”

Srila Jiva Goswami



I - Cause of Bhakti-
Rasa



I - Cause of Bhakti Rasa

prabalam ananya-Srayina

nisevitah sahaja-rapena |

agha-damano mathurayam
sada sanatana-tanur jayati ||1]]

Maguhmm_r_m (sanatana-tanuh) of Krsna, killer of
Aghasura (agha-damanah), served strongly (prabalam

nisevitah) by His natural beauty (sahaja-rapena), which
is attractive even with-out ornaments, and which is non-
different from His very self (ananya-srayina), remain with

all__aﬁra.c.ﬂ.:z&ﬁea—&u%es—eﬁemaﬂy (sada Jayatl) in the district

of Mathura (mathurayam)

——




I - Cause of Bhakti Rasa
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 May Sanatana Gosvami, who conquers all sins and \is
served with devotior§ y his younger brother Rﬁp% @v_h_o

s taken shelter ;of him lone} Egmain eternﬁlhé in
athura districB l k\/ |
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I - Cause of Bhakti Rasa

rasamrtabdher bhage ’smin
dvitiye daksinabhidhe |

samanya-bhagavad-bhakti-
rasas tavad udiryate [|2]|

The second part (asmin dvitiye bhage) of the sweet ocean
of rasa (rasa amrta abdheh) is called the Southern Section
(daksinabhidhe). It describes (tavad udiryate) the general
rasas within devotion to the Lord (samanya-bhagavad-
bhakti-rasah).




_I-Cause of Bhakti Rasa

7 asya panca-laharyah synr

< vibhavakhyagrima maa |

dvitiya tv anubhavakhya

vyabhicary-abhidha turya
sthayi-samjfa ca pafncami ||3||

There are five waves or _chapters in this Southern Section

of the ocea AQ__(asya panca-laharyah syuh). The first deals

wit!

h vibhava (vibhava akhya agrima mata); the second

wit]

h anubhava (dvitiya tv anubhava akhya); the third

Wit
Wit/

h sattvika-bhava (trtiya sattvika abhidha); the fou;];h

ith vyabhicari-bhava (vyabhicary-abhidha turya); and

the

fifth with sthayi-bhava (sthayi-samjna ca pancami).



I - Cause of Bhakti Rasa

athasyah kesava-rater

laksitaya nigadyate |

samagri-pariposena
parama rasa-rapata ||4||

The Southern Section describes (atha as_y_z'l_h nigadyate)
how rati (bhava) for the Lord (sthayi-bhava) (kesava-
rateh), which has been described previously (laksitaya),

takes on the form of the highest rasa (parama rasa-
rupata) through nourishment (pariposena) by the

mgredlents of vibhava, anubhava, sattvika-bhava _and
vyabhicari-bhava (samagri).




I - Cause of Bhakti Rasa

vibhavair anubhavais ca
sattvikair vyabhicaribhih |
svadyatvam hrdi bhaktanam
anita Sravanadibhih |
esa krsna-ratih sthayi-
bhavo bha'lth-_i*aso bhavet [|5]|
- peve (s ey
This rati for Krsna (esa krsna , called the sthayi-bhava
(sthayl-bhavah) takes on a pleasurab e nature (svadyatvam
anita) in the hearts of the devotees (bhaktanam hrdi) by the
vibhavas, anubhavas (vibhavair anubhavais ca), sattvika-
bhavas and vyabhicari-bhavas (sattvikair vyabhicaribhih),
through activities such as hearing (Sravanadibhih), and then

becomes bhakti-rasa (bhakti-raso bhaver).




I - Cause of Bhakti Rasa

Rati for Krsna, the sthayi-bhava, becomes bhakti-rasa.

How does this happen?

The sthayi-bhava, taking on a relishable nature on being.
nourished in an amazing manner through hearing and
other actions, becomes msg_ by_means of the
anubhavas, vibhavas, sattvika-bhavas and vyabhicari-

bhavas.

Eati is_an_inclusive term,)@@catin& as well Erega,)

pranaya and other stages up to maha-bhava. That is

because of rati’s extraordinary form.




I - Cause of Bhakti Rasa

praktany adhuniki casti
yasya sad-bhakti-vasana |
esa bhakti-rasasvadas
tasyaiva hrdi jayate ||6l|

The taste for bhakti-rasa (esa bhakti-rasa asvadah)

arises (jayate) in the heart of a person (tasyaiva
hrdl) who has had experiences of pure bhakti

(yasya faa bhakti-vasand asti) in previous and
present lite (praktany adhuniki).




I - Cause of Bhakti Rasa
Jiva Goswami

* Even though there are impre 4 life for giving
rise to rasa from the presence offtati)in this life, it is
necessary to seek out impressions from previous life as
well to explain the occur-rence of rasa.

* This distinction between past life experiences of rati

and present life experiences of rati applies to those
persons subject to disappearance (and not the nitya-

siddhas) .

* This is the rule for @ casey discussed in the book.

The import is that rati has fo be intense for bhakti-rasa

—Toappear.




I - Cause of Bhakti Rasa
SVCT

* Though there are recent impressions for giving rise to
rati, past life impressions also are needed to give a taste
of rati.

* Though in this life itsell rati appears in persons who
have surrendered to guru, performed bhakti, and
destroyed all offenses, the taste for rati arises from
experiences and actions in previous lives.




I - Cause of Bhakti Rasa

/3,3: bhakti-nirdhiita-dosanam prasannojjvala-cetasam |
N T )

i-bhagavata-raktanarm rasikasanga-ranginam ||7||

/
@}’[jivani-bhﬁta—govinda—péda—bhakti—sukha—ériyénj|
premantaranga-bhutani krtyany evanutisthatam |[[8]|

bhaktanam hrdi raj anti_Ea_mskara-ylﬂlojlvaléh
ratir ananda-rapaiva (iiyamana tu rasyaté@l|9ll
——

krsnadibhir vibhavadyair gatair anubhavadhvani |
praudhananda-camatkara-kastham apadyate param ||10]|




Rati, which is the very form of ananda (ananda-riipaiva), appears in

the hearts of dewotees (bhaktanam hrdi rajanti) who have heen

purified of all faults by bhakti (bhakti-nirdhtita-dosanam), whose
hearts have become joytul @ and bright @ (frasanna)
Sﬂ), who have  developed great—telish for the

Bhagavatam (Sri-bhagavata-raktanam) and for the association_of
others who have taste for Krsna (rasika asanga-ranginam), W‘_h_(g,e
life and soul becomes (jivani-bhiita) the profound happiness
(sukha-sriyam) of devotion at the feet of Govinda (govinda-pada:
bhakti), and who_have become absorbed (anutisthatam) in actions
such as kirtana, imbued with the Lord’s mercy (premantaranga—
bhatani krtyany eva). This rati (ratir), strengthened by past and
present life impressions of bhakti (samskara-yugala ujjvala), then
attains a state of Telish (niyamana tu rasyatam) by realizing
vibhava,  anubhava, ~sattvika-bhava ~and  vyabhicari-bhava

(vibhavadyair ~gatair _ anubha\(adhvﬁ_ﬂ in relation to Krsna

(krsnadibhih), and fmally attains f”(apadyate) the highest (param),
astonishing peak (ca “Kastha profound bliss (prauc_lha

ananda).
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I - Cause of Bhakti Rasa
Jiva Goswami

Four verses explain ThPMB%@M,..[l‘R assisting

fgctorg and the way in which rasa appeass.

The description of sidhana ends with the eighth verse..

The assisting factors are the two sarhskaras, past and
present life impressions of bhakti, mentioned aiter that
(samTara-yugalOijala)

The way in which rasa develops is explained starting

from the second half of verse nine (niyamana tu

raSyatam).



I - Cause of Bhakti Rasa
Jiva Goswami

. éfter being purified of all faults, a_person becomes
eligible tfor the @ of Suddha-sattva-visesa

(hladini), indicated by the Wor(@'r\asanna (] oy@

e By that, he becomes equipped with all knowledge
(sammvit), indicated by the word ujjvala (bright).

* Gatair anubhavadhvani (within the path of spiritual
realization) means that the ingredients of rasa such as
vibhava are dependent only on spiritual realization, not
on being anﬁ:rt £o€9 as is the case with material
rasa.




I - Cause of Bhakti Rasa
SVCT

* Premantaranga literally means “whose essence is_
prema.”

* Premantaranga-bhuitani krtyani means “activities such
as hearing or chanting, described previously. which
have produced bhava, the extreme mercy of the Lord.”

* Rati appears in the hearts of devotees who hawe
performed actions such as kirtana previously described,
endowed with the Lord’s direct mercy. and this rati is

made intense by impressions from past life and rhis life

(sarhskara-yugalojjvala).




I - Cause of Bhakti Rasa

SVCT
* This rati brings about a relish by vibhiva and other

elements directed to Krsna and related objects, which
are directly realized, and then attains the highest level
of astonishing bliss.




I - Cause of Bhakti Rasa

kintu prema vibhavadyaih

svalpair nito ’py aniyasim |

vibhavanady-avastham tu
sadya asvadyatarm vrajet Tisd]

However (kintu), prema (prema), even becoming slightly
pleasurable (svalpair vibhavanady-avastharm nitah apy)
by a slight mixture of vibhava and the other ingredients
(vibhavadyaih aniyasim), quickly becomes fully tasteful

(sgdya asvadyatam Vrajet).




I - Cause of Bhakti Rasa
Jiva Goswami

. This verse describes the excellent nature of prema.

* The special quality of prema is that, attaining a slight

ability to experience various tastes  (anivasim
vibhavanady-avastham) by mixing with vibhavas and
other elements, prema then quickly reaches a state of
excellent taste (asvadyatam).

* This implies attaining the higher states such as pranaya

and sneha.

—




I - Cause of Bhakti Rasa
Jiva Goswami

* (Rati, increasing in intensity, becomes prema. Becoming more
intense, in the case of dasya-rasa, rati, prema, sneha and raga
manifest. In the sakhya-rasa rati, pranaya, prema, sneha and raga
manifest. In vatsala-rasa, rati, prema, sneha and the highest level
of raga manifest. In the case of madhura-rasa, the order is rati,
prema, sneha, mana, pranaya, raga, anuraga and maha-bhava.)

* These are the superior forms of rati.

 If one attains prema alone, that prema then combines with
vibhava and the other elements, and this takes place. The order
of words should be aniyasim api, meaning “even attaining a slight
taste.”



I - Cause of Bhakti Rasa
SVCT

* But prema, attaining a slight condition suitable for
tasting (vibhavanady-avastham) by a slight combination
with vibhava and the other elements, quickly attains a
tully tastetul state.



I1 - Components of
Bhakti-Rasa



I1 - Components of Bhakti-Rasa

atra Vibhéwédi-saménva-laksanam —

ye krsna-bhakta-murali- \,; o
nadadya hetavo rateh | \L",‘S‘V,V"‘a ,‘S
karya-bhutah smitadyas ca °;Z:
tathastau stabdhatadayah [|12]| o D) CENSE
QaF T e

nirvedadyah sahayas ca ) N\
te jiieya rasa-bhavane | S‘ov; 6:\“32 §é
vibhava anubhavas ca X

sattvika VyabhicérinaTh 3|

The general characteristics of the ingredients are as follows (atra vibhavadi-
samanya-laksanam).

In tasting rasa (rasa-bhavane), the causes of rati (rateh hetavo) such as Krsna His
devotee, and the sound of the flute (ye krsna-bhakta-murali;nada adya) are called
vibhavas  (vibhava jneya). The effects of rati (karya-bhutah), su_ch as_smiling

(smitadyas ca) are called anubhavas (an_u_b_lmés.gﬁ.e;zi) and the eight symptoms
(tatha astau) such as being stunned (stabdh dayah) are called sattvika-bhavas
(sattv1ka jieya), The assistants _(/\@ml_s.uch “as self-critici sm (mrvedadyah)

are called vyabhicari-bhavas (vyabhicarinah jieya).
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