Bhakti-Rasamrta-Sindhu
By Srila Rapa Gosvami
The Southern Section

Defining the Components of
Rasa



Mangalacarana of Madhurya Kadambini

bhaktih purvaih srita tam tu

rasam pasyed yad-atta-dhih |
tam naumi satatam rapa-
nama-priya-janath hareh

\

Though there are others who in the past have taken up the
path of devotional service to the Lord (ptrvaih tam bhaktih
Srita tu), I pay my continual obeisances (tarn satatam

naumi) to Srila Rupa Goswamj is dearmost to the
Lord nama areh priya-janam). By his mercy,
humanity has received the intelligence A @ to

see all rasas (relationships with the Lord) revealed by
bhakti (devotion to the Lord) (rasam pasyed).
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A. Alambana

Jiva Goswami

* Raty-adeh (rati and other items) means the main sthézi—
bhavas (five) and the seven secondary ones such as hasa

(humor), which will be explained later.

* The rati experienced within a person will be that which
is being cultivated by the experi- encer and should not

be dissimilar. * % 7& \7k

* It would be considered different if it were not related to
the internal inclinations (samskara) of the experiencer.
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 If it is dissimilar but is not contradictory to his natural

_

inclination in rati, that type of rati acts as a stimulus

(hddipana) (being observed by him in others) but the
person does not directly act as the alambana by directly
experiencing that dissimilar rati.

 In what manner a person becomes the shelter of contra-
dictory rati will be explained later in the text.
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IV — Krsna as the Visaya Alambana

tatra Sri-krsnah —
—
krsnas tu bhagavan svayam |
~yatra nityataya sarve
virajante maha-gunah |
so ‘nyarupa-svarupabhyam

asminn alambano matah ||17]]

Now Krsna as the object of rafi is discussed (tatra sri-krsnah):

K?sna, Svayam Bhagavan (krsnas tu bhagavan svayam), is the crest_
jewel of heroes (nayakanam 3iro-ratnam), in whom (yatra) all great
qualities (sarve maha-gunah) shine eternally (nityataya virajante).
He is considered (sah matah) the alambana—or_supporl _for rati

(visaya) (alambanah) through His svartipa (asminn svarupabhyam)
and through other torms that He may assume (anyartipay-




IV — Krsna as the Visaya Alambana
anyaruaper A —
hanta me katham udeti sa-vatse,
vatsa-pala-patale ratir atra | _
ity aniscita-matir baladevo_
vismaya-stimita-mirtir ivasit || 18]|

The “other forms” are mnow explained as follows
(anyaraipena, yatha): _

“How is it (hanta katham) that I have developed rati (ime
ratir udeti) for the calves (sa-vatse) and the cowherd boys
(VaTsa-péTla;Eatale) similar to my rati for Krsna (atra)?” In
this way (ity) Balarama (baladevah) with indeeision
(aniscita-matih) remained struck with wonder (vismaya-
stimita-murtir iva asit). —
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How has Balarama’s rati for Krsna arisen in relation to
the calves and cowherd boys?

Stimita means stunned.

Iva is used as an ornament of speech (and does mean
“somewhat astonished.”)

In this example the object of affection or rati is still
Krsna but in the form of the calves and cowherd boys.

~—

—




IV — Krsna as the Visaya Alambana

atha svarapam—

avrtam prakatam ceti

svariipam kathitar dvidha |19]]

The svartipa as the alambana is now—diseussed—tatha

svarapam):

The svaripa takes two forms (svarniparh dvidha_
kathitarm): covered and manifested (avrtarn prakatar ca

iti). ©
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atra avrtam —
anya-vesadina
svaripam proktam avrtam [[20]]

The covered svartpa is explained (atra avrtam):

P —

The svartpa is called covered (svartpam _avrtam

proktam) when it is covered or disguised (acchannarn) by

others’ clothing (anya-vesa adina).
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tena, yatha —
marn snehavati kim uccaiy
mglﬁlevam_dyil;akévafedhe’-t-fa—l
mam viditam kutukarthi
vanita-veso haris carati ||21]]

An example of a disguised svariipa is given{(tena—yatha)

Why does this queen (kim iyam mahila) in the inner
chambers of Dvaraka (dvaraka avarodhe atra) attract me—
so_much (mam uccaih snehayati)? Ah! I can understand
(mam viditam) that Krsna (harih) has assumed the dress .
of a queen (vanita-vesah) out of curiosity (kutuka arthi)
and is wandering about the palace (carati).
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These are the words of Uddhava.

The attraction caused by the queen is the same as that
directed to the Lord.

This incident is supported by the show of Krsna’s power
of yoga-maya in Dvaraka described in the Bhagavatam:
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avyakta-lingam prakrtisv _
~antah-pura-grhadisu

kvacic carantam yogeSam

tat-tad-bhava-bubhutsaya

-

Somewhere (kvacit) Krsna, the lord of mystic power
(yogesari), was moving about (carantari) in disguise
(avyakta-lingam) among the homes of ministers and other
citizens (prakrtisu antah-pura-grhadisu) in order to

understand what each of them was thinking (tat-tad-

bhava-bubhutsaya). SB 10.69.36 -




IV — Krsna as the Visaya Alambana

prakata-svartipena, yatha —
ayarh kambu-grivah kamala-kamaniyaksi-patima—
tamala-Syamanga-dyutir atitarar chatrita-Sirah |
dara-sri-vatsankah sphurad-ari-darady-ankita-karah
karoty uccair modarh mama madhura-murtir madhu-ripuh 221~

P—

An _example of the manifested svartpa is given (prakata-svartipena,
yatha):

This sweet form (ayam madhura-murtih) of the enemy of the demon
Madhu (madhu-ripuh) gives _me infense bliss (mama uccaih modam
karoty) He has a neck like a conch shell (kambu-grivah), beautiful eyes
env_ié?l by the lotuses (kamala-kamaniya-aksi-patima), and the bodily
glow of the dark tamala tree (tamala-Syama-anga-dyutih). His head is
shel_t&zgd by an_umbrella (atitarﬁm (‘hﬂtrita-éil‘ﬁh), His chest is markz

with the srivatsa whorl (dara-sri-vatsankah), and His hands are marked

(ankita-karah) with cakra, conch and other symbols (sphurad-ari-
darady). —
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These are also the words of Uddhava.

Krsna has extreme beauty in His eyes_which are-desired—

by the lotuses (kamala-kamaniyaksi-patima).

-

—

The effulgence of His body shines like the blackness of -
the tamala tree (tamala-Syamanga-dyutih).

There are other versions of the verse, but these have
been rejected.

—
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* He has the mark of the Srivatsa-in-the form of a whorl
—_— —

of very fine (dara), white hair.

* His hands are marked with the signs of the cakra (ari)
and conch (dara).

* At all times (atitaram), His head is sheltered by an
umbrella.

e

—

]
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The Qualities of Krsna as components of Visaya

atha tad gunah —

ayam—ﬁ%{ﬁ %ramﬁingalbb

sarva-sal-laksananvitah ) ->
& (\KilrasXSjasa\yukto —5

L yan &gasanwtah)l 23]
-~ T

The qualities of Krsna will be described (atha tad gunah):
The hero Krsna (ayam mneta) has beautiful limbs
(suramyangah), has all auspicious bodily features (sarva-

sad-laksana-anvitah), is pleasing to behold (rucirah).—
possesses vitality (tejasa yuktah), is strong (baliyan) and

is e endowed with ideal age (vayasanvitah).
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* Qualities function in two ways: as primary indicators
and as secondary indicators.

It we talk about the beautitul limbs of Krsna,

empha51s is placed on the quality of Krsna, the beautlful
limbs.

—

* In this case, acting in a primary way, the quality acts as

uddipana.

=
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If we talk about beautiful-limbed Krsna theemphasis-is

on Krsna, and the quality is secondary (intrinsic to His_
Very self).

The quality in this case acts as the alambana.

=

The qualities in their secondary function, acting as
alambana, will be described first.

—_—

In this verse ayarh neta means the hero or object of -
love, who is called Krsna.
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Qvidhéd uta-bhasa-vit ¥
2 @tya—vékyah riyarh vadahY \O
X @Vadﬁka _ upﬁndityo> 1

oY uddhlmaﬁ Qratlbhanwta\lli 1241]
He knows a wvariety of astonishing languages
(vividhadbhuta-bhasa-vit), is truthful (satya-vakyah),
speaks in a pleasing manner (priyam vadah), is_eloquent
(vavadukah), [earne tsupandityah), intelligent
(buddhiman), and filled with new ideas {pratibhanvitah).
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vidagdha atur aksas
tajnag &drdha—vratah |

desa—kala—supatrajnalﬁ L0
astra-caksubku ciD Qasi)l 125]]

1LV 15

He is aesthetic (vidagdhah), clever (caturah), skiltul
(daksah) and grateful (krtajiah). e keeps his vows_
(sgdrdha—vratah) is knowledgeable of time, place and
person (desa-kala-supatra-jiiah), sees through rhe eves of -
scripture (sastra-caksuh), is pure (Sucih), and controls
His senses (vasi). -

N\
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He is persevering (sthirah), patient (dantah), tolerant

(ksama-silah), inscrutable  (gambhirah),—steadiast

(dh}\timan), uniform (samah), generous (vadanyah),

virtuous (dharmikah), heroic (strah), compassionate
(karunah), and respectful to persons worthy of respect

(nTémya—ménakrt) .

—
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i
da?(;/'iné) (\/\in%ayj) @\rin’léﬁ
@aranégata—pélakah)l ¥
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He is compliant (daksinah), modest (vinayi), bashful
(hriman), the protector of throse-who—take-shelter-otHimi
(Saranagata-palakah), happy (sukhi), friend of the
devotees (bhakta-suhrt), controlled by love (prema-
vasyah), and the benetactor of all (sarva-subhankarah). T

e
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prz(tgépl kirti?’nd‘é%atl\;?a- (
1 a%dhu—samaérayah |
giri-gana-manohérﬂ G
arvaradhyahfsamrddhimah /28]

&% e
He is glorious (pratapi), renowned (kirtiman), the object
of attraction tor all (rakta-lokah), the shelter of the
devotees (sadhu-samasrayah), attractive to women (nari-
gana-manohari), worshipable by all (sarvaradhyah), and
endowed with the greatest wealth (samrddhiman).



IV — Krsna as the Visaya Alambana
The Qualities of Krsna as components of Visaya

O L
Qari?ﬁ 1$varas$ ceti

unas tasyanukirtitah |
samudra1 [Tcasa

durv1gaha harer ami 29

He is the most important (varivan) and the controller
(isvaras ca). These fifty qualities (ami pancasad gunah) of
Krsna (tasya hareh) which have been listed (anukirtitah)
are difficult to fathom (durvigaha), like the ocean~
(samudra iva).
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jlvesu ete vasanto ’pi
bindu-bindutaya kvacit |
paripurnataya bhanti
tatraiva purusottame ||30]|

These qualities (ete) are present (vasantah) even in the
jivas (jivesu api) to a_ very small degree (bindu-
bindutaya) now_and then (kvacit). However, they are
present in full (tatraiva pariptirnataya bhanti) in_the
Supreme Lord (purusottame).
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“Now and then” (kvacit) means that those jivas who
receive the mercy of the Lord exhibit the majority of

these qualities.

—

Even then, the qualities are present as small drops only.

g—

The qualities are present in others (who do not receive
the Lord’s mercy) only as a mere semblance (abhasa).

—

[ il

This implies that those qualities are not real.
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tatha hi padme parvatyai
éliti—kanthena tad-gunah |
kandarpa-koti-lavanya
ity adyah parikirtitah ||31]|

In this way (tatha hi), in the Padma Purana (padme), Siva _
tells Parvati (Siti-kanthena parvatyai parikirtitah) about
the qualities of Krsna (tad-gunah), starting with His
beauty, which is greater than that of ten million Cupids
(kandarpa-koti-lavanya ity adyah).
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eta eva gunah prayo
dharmaya vana-malinah |
prthivya prathama-skandhe
prathayancakrire sphutam ||32]|

The earth also (prthivya) describes (prathayvancakrire)

the qualities (eta eva gunah) of Krsna (vana-malinah)
clearly (sphutam) and extensively (prayah) in order to
instruct the deity of dharma (dharmaya), in the First
Canto (prathama-skandhe).
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* In_this verse dharmaya means 1n order onifi-

cation of dharma.”
- -

 The dative case (dharmaya) is used according to the rule _
kriyarthopapadasya ca karmani sthaninah: dative case of a word
is employed to denote the object of a sup-pressed infinitive.

(Panini 2.3.14)

* Thus dharmaya (dative case) means “The earth described Krsna’s
qualities for dharma,” or “The earth described Krsna’s qualities in
order to teach the deity Dharma.”

e

L
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yatha prathame —
satyaii saucari daya ksantis tyagah santosa arjavam |

samo damas tapah samyam URSoparatir-seetam-H334-

—

jhanam viraktir aiSvaryarn Sauryam tejo balam smrtih |
svatantryam kausalar kantir dhairyam mardavam eva ca [|34||

pragalbhyam prasrayah silam saha ojo balam bhagah |
gambhiryar sthairyam astikyarn kirtir mano nahankrtih [[35]|

ime canye ca bhagavan nitya yatra maha-gunah |
prarthya mahattvam icchadbhir na viyanti sma Karhicit ||36||

In Him remdeﬂbﬁf;Whness tolerance of another’s_unhappiness, %
power to control anger, ( elf—satlsfactlon forwardne ﬁ’ﬁs/tex:ndine f mind, (8
control of the sense_argans, ( b111ty, (10 quahty, (141’)/;3; e \‘-1%:1:: imity, (13)
faithfulness L(Q%Wledge ( sence of sense en]oymMshlp, chivalry, (LSQ/
influence, ( the power to ma verything possi ( the discharge of proper duty, (11,)/
complete mdepenMﬂH}I 3 ullness all beaquemty,
kindheartedness, ( ingenuity, gentility, (2 gnanimity, determination (
perfection in all knowdedge, ( Top XeCMe ion of all objects of enjoyment
joyfulness, (@))t{:j)vability, ( 1delipr ( ame, (@%ﬁshlp, ( pride-lessness, m,g
(as the Personality of Godhead), (Wnity, and many other transcendenta] gualities which are
eternally present and never to be separated from Him. SB 1.16.27-30
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atha pafica-guna yey,
syur amsena girisadisu |[37]|

Now, live qualities of Krspa (atha pafica-guna), which
W111 also be present (ye syuh) in Siva and _others

(girisadisu) when they are the Iord’s expansions
(amsena), will be listed.
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Jiva Goswami

Amsena here means “as His own expansions, where suitable.”

I

g

“Others” (adisu)—indicates—that the 1ord Himself assumes the
positions _of Brahma—and—ethers_during some of Brahmas’ life-

times.

SVCT

Girisa means Sadasiva.

/
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sada svarul_:)_a-sampr tahgz
g‘&sa_rjg;]m it a—nutanaXI
@C— cid-ananda-sandrangah ) 64
¢ &arva-ﬂddhl-msewta 138l

He is always situated in His eternalterm (sada svartipa-
sampraptah); He is omniscient (sarva-jnah); He is forever
young (nitya-ntitanah); He has a body made of condensed
eternity, knowledge and -bliss— (sac-cid-ananda-

sandrangah); and He possesses all cldd-hJ-s—(-mys-t-rcb

powers) (sarva-siddhi-nisevitah).
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* In the case of the Supreme Lord, condensed (sandra)
means that He possesses a body (angah) endowed with
eternity, knowledge and bliss without the presence of
any other substance.

* In the case of Siva, sandra means that Siva (Sadasiva)
possesses a body which has become very similar in
nature to the Lord who is eternity, knowledge and bliss.
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athocyante gunah panca ye laksmisadi-vartinah |
6(oﬁlcmtya-maha-saktl koti-brahmanda-vigrahah Y39
. S
i\;ataravélqbu am Qatan—éaﬂ-dayaka\l

goo &mara -ganakarsu?) ami krsne kiladbhutah [|40||

Now will be listed (athocyame) the amazing qualiries (gunah

panca) present in Krsna but present also in Narayana, and the
purusavataras (ye laksmisadi-vartinah). He has in-conceivable,
great energles (av1cmtya-maha—sakt1h) He/l_S___tlE_f.Qm_ﬂth
expands over tens of millions of universes (koti-brahmanda-
Vgrahall), He_is the source of the numerous avataras (av_a_lg_g_l_r_ay_all
bijam); He rewards even the enemies He kills (hatari-gati-dayakah);
and He attracts the atmaramas (atmarama-ganakarsi). These
qualities become even more astonishing in Krsna (iti ami krsne kila

“ adbhutah).
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Laksmisa refers to Narayana, the master of the spiritual realm of
Valkuntha

The word adi indicates the purusavataras and others.

(H@ it ' nceiv-able power
1 esent in Narayana but not the purusavataras, since He is

their source.

—

As the first purusavatara, He has a form which spreads itself

throughout tens of millions of universes, since that is the
function of Maha-visnu who glances over the material energy.

g—




IV — Krsna as the Visaya Alambana
The Qualities of Krsna as components of Visaya

Jiva Goswami

* In the compound koti-brahmanda-vigrahah the word vyapi is missing.

—

* The phrase actually means koti-brahmanda-vyapi-vigraha: He spreads himself
throughout billions of universes.

* As Brahma-sambhita says:
yasyaika-niSvasita-kalam athavalambya
jivanti loma-vila-ja jagad-anda-nathah
visnur mahan sa iha L yasya kala-viseso
govindam adi-purusarn tam aharh bhajami

Brahma and other lords of the mundane worlds (jagad-anda-nathah), appearing
from ‘the __pores ol hair (loma-vﬂa-]a) of Maha-Visnu (y‘_a’s_(\iz_l) remain alive
(leantl) as long as (avalambya) the duration of one exhalation (eka-nisvasita-.
kalam) of the latter [Maha-Visnu] (yasya). I adore (aharh bhajami) the primeval
Lord Govinda (tam govindam adi-purusam) of whoqe suhjective personality

Maha-Vlsnu is the portion of porton (visnur mahan sa iha yasya kala-viseso).
5 48
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Jiva Goswami

The position _as the origin of the avataras applies to both
Narayana and the purusavataras, and to other suitable cases as
well. (Narayana is the source of fhe purusavataras. &
purusavataras are the source of the lilavataras. )

He awards the goal (gati) of Svarga or other places to the enemies_
He kills.

This goal is (generall m ssible for _]f sons i@o the
her a d’s. B

Lord to attain ny other achcept t

A e

Usually, He condemns them.




