Bhakti-Rasamrta-Sindhu
By Srila Rapa Gosvami
The Southern Section

Defining the Components of
Rasa
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IV — Krsna as the Visaya Alambana
The Qualities of Krsna as components of Visaya

Jiva Goswami

e It is said in the Gita:

tan ahar dvisatah kraran
samsaresu naradhaman

ksipamy ajasram asubhan
" asurisv eva yonisu

I cast (aham ksipamy) those hateful, cruel (tan dvisatah

kriaran), and lowest of humans (samsaresu naradhaman),
constantly doing evil (ajasram asubhan), into repeated

birth_and death in the wombs of demons (asurisv eva

yonisu).
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asurim yonim apanna
miidha janmani janmani
mam aprapyaiva kaunteya
tato yanty adhamam gatim

Taking birth as demons (asurirh yonim apanna) birth
after birth (janmani janmani), these fools (midha), not
ttaining My mercy at all S(mam aprapyaiva), then go to
the lowest status of life (tato yanty adhamam gatim), O
son of Kunti (kaunteya). BG 16.19-20
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* Attracting the atmaramas is shown in many places in the
Bhagavatam, including the Third Canto, with the narration of the
Kumaras, who became attracted to the fragrance of the Lord’s feet
decorated with tulasi.

* These qualities become even more amazing in Krsna (krsne
kiladbhutah) since He becomes absorbed in the role of an
ordinary human when He appears on earth (and yet still
possesses these powers).
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* “Possessing inconceivable powers” and “being the origin of the-

avataras” are qualities which also belong to Krsna, since He is
Svayam Bhagavan, the Original Supreme Lord.
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* One can consult the Bhagavat-sandarbha it one wishes
to know about Krsna’s position as Svayam Bhagavan.

* Though the purusavataras spread Themselves over all
the universes in Their expansions, Krsna spreads
Himselt  throughout Vaikuntha (as  Narayana
expansions).

* Krsna is most astonish-ing because He awards the goal
of liberation and even bhakti to those He Kkills.
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* Thus, since Krsna’s ability to astonish by His display of

t!
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nose qualities surpasses even that of Narayana, it

_19uld also be un-derstood that there is total lack of

t!

nese qualities in Siva and others who are expansions.

* It should be understood -howewver that these qualities are

not at all causes of amazement for those who relLsh
Krsna (since they are absorbed in His sweet-ness).
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yan martya-lilaupayikam sva-yoga-
maya-balam darsayata grhitam
vismapanam svasya ca saubhagarddheh
pararm padarh bhiisana-bhiisanangam

Krsna possesses that form suitable for human pastimes (yat_
martya-lila-upayikam) to show the full capacity of his yoga-
maya (darsayata sva-yoga-maya balam). That form astonishes
(vismapanar) even the lord of Vaikuntha (svasya). It is the
pinnacle of auspicious qualities (param_padarm saubhaga-
rddheh) and enhances the beauty ot his ornaments (bhuisana-
bhuisana-angam). SB 3.2.12
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opyas kim acaran yad amusya ruparh
lavanya-sairam asamordhvam ananya-siddham
drgbhih pibanty anusavabhinavarh durapam
ekanta-dhama yasasah sriya aisvarasya

What (kim) austerities (tapah) must the gopis (gopyah) have
performed (acaran)! With their eyes (drgbhih) they always drink
(pibanti) the nectar of Lord Krsna’s form (amusya riipam), which is
the essence of loveliness (yad lavanya-saram) and is not to be
equaled or surpassed (asama-urdhvam). That loveliness is the only
abode (ekanta-dhama) of beauty (Sriyah), tame (yasasah), and
opulence (aisvarasya). It is self-perfect (ananya-siddham), ever

fresh (anusava-abhinavam), and extremely rare (durapam). SB
10 44 14
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* Though these are the qualities of Narayana, they
become even more astonishing in Krsna (krsne

’khiladbhutah).

* Krsna, like Narayana _has inconceivable, great powers,
but Krsna’s powers are even more astonishing.

* The Brahma-mohana pastime is an example, in which_
Krsna produced all the spiritual and material worlds i
many formes.
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Though spread through the universes, Krsna is also

spread throughout the spiritual world as well.

Though he is mercitul to the enemies He kills, He gives

them even lLiberad AKLL.

And though attractive to atmaramas, Krsna is attractive
even to the Lord ot Vaikuntha.

For instance it is said:
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yan martya-lilaupayikam sva-yoga-
maya-balam darsayata grhitam
vismapanarh svasya ca saubhagarddheh
param padam bhasana-bhusanangam

Krsna possesses that form suitable for human pastimes (yat
martya-lila-upayikam) to show the full capacity of his yoga-
maya (darsayata sva-yoga-maya balar). That form astonishes
(vismapanam) even the lord of Vaikuntha (svasya). It is the
pinnacle of auspicious qualities (pararmn padam saubhaga-
rddheh) and enhances the beauty of his ornaments (bhtisana-
bhiisana-angam). SB 3.2.12



IV — Krsna as the Visaya Alambana
The Qualities of Krsna as components of Visaya

SVCT

dvijatmaja me yuvayor didrksuna
mayopanita bhuvi dharma-guptaye
kalavatirnav avaner bharasuran
hatveha bhuiyas tvarayetam anti me

Lord Maha-Visnu said: I brought (maya upanita) the brahmana’s
sons here (dvijatmaja) because I wanted to see the two of you (me
yuvayor didrksuna), who have appeared with Your $saktis (kala
avatirnau) on the earth (bhuvi) to save the principles of religion
(dharma-guptaye). Having killed the demons (asuran hatva), the
burden of the earth (avaner bhara), make them quickly come to Me
(iha bhuyas tvaraya itam anti me). SB 10.89.58
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sarvadbhuta-camatkara-lila-kallola-varidhih |
atulya-madhura-prema-mandita-priya-mandalah |4 1||

trijagan-manasakarsi-murali-kala-kiajitah |
asamanordhva-rapa-$ri-vismapita-caracarah [[42]]

lila-premna priyadhikyarn madhuryam venu-rapayoh |
ity asadharanam proktarn govindasya catustayam |43l

The_four extraordinary qualities posse W re_as follows (asadharanam
proktarh govindasya catustayam). He is a wave-filled ocean ) of the most
astonishing display of pastimes (sarvadbhuta-camatkara-lila). He is surrounded by loving
associates (priva-mandalah) decorated with (mandita) incomparably sweet prema (atulya-
madhura-prema). He—ﬁ;;s sweet notes (kala-kajitah) on Hispﬂute }(Imurallf which attract
all the minds in the three worlds (trijagai-manasa-akarsi). He astonishes (vismapita) all

moving and non-moving entities (cara-acarah) with _the heauty of His form (riipa-sri) to

which there is no equal or superior (asamanordhva). His extraordinary qualities are His

special ~pastimes, His devotees endowed with abundant prema (lila-premna
priyadhikyar), the sweetness of His flute and the sweetness of His form (madhuryarn
venu-rapayoh).
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These will be discussed when illustrations are given.

P—

The four phrases describing Krsna are bahuvrhi
compounds with a pos-sessive sense.

At the end, the author repeats the four qualities in

summary.

His first quality is His lila. Secondly, accompany-ing.
Him is an abundance of dear devotees filled with prema
(premna priyadhikyam).
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* The sweetness of His tlute is the third quality.

T ——

* The sweetness of His form is the fourth quality.

* Having listed these qualities, the author boldly asserts

that these are most extraordinary, out of reference to

some particular knowledge, which was previously
stated: -




IV — Krsna as the Visaya Alambana
The Qualities of Krsna as components of Visaya

Jiva Goswami

siddhantatas tv abhede "pi
Srisa-krsna-svartipayoh ]
ras_enotk,rsyate krsna-rapam
"~ esa rasa-sthitih || -
Though the torms of Visnu and Krsna-are non-ditterent according
to the statements of scripture (siddhantatas tu abhede api $risa-

krsna-svartipayoh), Krsna’s form is shown to be superior because-ot
His rasas (rasena utkrsyate krsna-riapam), which are endowed with

the highest type of prema (implied). The very nature ol His—+rasas—

shows Krsna’s form to be superior (esa rasa-sthltlh) BRS 1.2.59

S
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evam gunas catur-bhedas
catuh-sastir udahrtah |
sodiharanam etesam
laksanar kriyate kramat ||44||

The sixty-four qualities (evarh etesarn catuh-sastir gunah)
in four divisions (catur-bhedah) will each be described

(laksanari _ kriyate kramat) with  examples (sa_

Pa—

udaharanam).
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* The four divisions are: the first fifty qualities the

second five qualities, the third five qualities, and the last
tour qualities. -

= —-—

* For the four classes of qualities, examples are given by
quoting au-thoritative statements.

—

* These are from scriptures, commentaries on the
scriptures, testimonies of the great devotees following
after the scriptures, and statements in agreement with
those.
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* These are of two types: those which astonish by
presenting aspects of Krsna as the Lord, and those

which astonish by presenting Krsna’s human pastimes.

* Even though Krsna is God, His human pastimes also

cause astonishment.
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* Thus it is said:
sthity-udbhavantam bhuvana-trayasya yah
— ° 9 — — —
samihite ‘nanta-gunah sva-lilaya
na tasya citrarm para-paksa-nigrahas
tathapi martyanuvidhasya varnyate

For Him__who (yah) orchestrates (samihite) the creation,
maintenance and destruction (sthity-udbhava-antam) of the three
worlds (bhuvana-trayasya) and who possesses unlimited spiritual
qualities (ananta-gunah), it is hardly amazing that He (na tasya
citramm) subdues an opposing party (para-paksa-nigrahah). Stll
(tathapi), when the Lord does so (sva-lilaya), imitating human
behavior (martya anuvidhasya), sages glorify His acts (varnyate).

SB 10.50.29
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prapafcam nisprapafnco 'pi vidambayasi bhii-tale
prapanna-jamatananmda-sandoham prathiturm prabho

“My dear master (prabho), although You have nothing to
do with material existence (nisprapancah api), YOO come
to this earth (bhu-tale) and imitate (Vldambavasﬂ
material life (prapafcar) just to expand (prathitur) the
varieties ol ecstatic enjoyment (ananda- sandoham) for
Your__surrendered devotees (prapanna-janata). SB
10.14.37 -
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 Similarly, the earth describes the qualities of the Lord in

SB 1.16.27 quoted in the text earlier and as well there

are examples such as pasya vindhya-girito "pi ggrlstham
cited in BRS 2.1.61 in this text itself.




