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• It is said in the Gétä:
tän ahaà dviñataù krürän
saàsäreñu narädhamän

kñipämy ajasram açubhän
äsuréñv eva yoniñu

I cast (ahaà kñipämy) those hateful, cruel (tän dviñataù
krürän), and lowest of humans (saàsäreñu narädhamän),
constantly doing evil (ajasram açubhän), into repeated
birth and death in the wombs of demons (äsuréñv eva
yoniñu).
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äsuréà yonim äpannä
müòhä janmani janmani

mäm apräpyaiva kaunteya
tato yänty adhamäà gatim

Taking birth as demons (äsuréà yonim äpannä) birth
after birth (janmani janmani), these fools (müòhä), not
attaining My mercy at all (mäm apräpyaiva), then go to
the lowest status of life (tato yänty adhamäà gatim), O
son of Kunté (kaunteya). BG 16.19-20
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• Attracting the ätmärämas is shown in many places in the
Bhägavatam, including the Third Canto, with the narration of the
Kumäras, who became attracted to the fragrance of the Lord’s feet
decorated with tulasé.

• These qualities become even more amazing in Kåñëa (kåñëe
kilädbhutäù) since He becomes absorbed in the role of an
ordinary human when He appears on earth (and yet still
possesses these powers).

• “Possessing inconceivable powers” and “being the origin of the
avatäras” are qualities which also belong to Kåñëa, since He is
Svayam Bhagavän, the Original Supreme Lord.
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• One can consult the Bhagavat-sandarbha if one wishes
to know about Kåñëa’s position as Svayam Bhagavän.

• Though the puruñävatäras spread Themselves over all
the universes in Their expansions, Kåñëa spreads
Himself throughout Vaikuëöha (as Näräyaëa
expansions).

• Kåñëa is most astonish-ing because He awards the goal
of liberation and even bhakti to those He kills.
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• Thus, since Kåñëa’s ability to astonish by His display of
those qualities surpasses even that of Näräyaëa, it
should also be un-derstood that there is total lack of
these qualities in Çiva and others who are expansions.

• It should be understood however that these qualities are
not at all causes of amazement for those who relish
Kåñëa (since they are absorbed in His sweet-ness).
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yan martya-lélaupayikaà sva-yoga-
mäyä-balaà darçayatä gåhétam

vismäpanaà svasya ca saubhagarddheù
paraà padaà bhüñaëa-bhüñaëäìgam

Kåñëa possesses that form suitable for human pastimes (yat
martya-lélä-upayikaà) to show the full capacity of his yoga-
mäyä (darçayatä sva-yoga-mäyä balaà). That form astonishes
(vismäpanaà) even the lord of Vaikuëöha (svasya). It is the
pinnacle of auspicious qualities (paraà padaà saubhaga-
rddheù) and enhances the beauty of his ornaments (bhüñaëa-
bhüñaëa-aìgam). SB 3.2.12
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gopyas tapaù kim acaran yad amuñya rüpaà
lävaëya-säram asamordhvam ananya-siddham
dågbhiù pibanty anusaväbhinavaà duräpam

ekänta-dhäma yaçasaù çréya aiçvarasya

What (kim) austerities (tapaù) must the gopés (gopyaù) have
performed (acaran)! With their eyes (dågbhiù) they always drink
(pibanti) the nectar of Lord Kåñëa’s form (amuñya rüpaà), which is
the essence of loveliness (yad lävaëya-säram) and is not to be
equaled or surpassed (asama-urdhvam). That loveliness is the only
abode (ekänta-dhäma) of beauty (çriyaù), fame (yaçasaù), and
opulence (aiçvarasya). It is self-perfect (ananya-siddham), ever
fresh (anusava-abhinavaà), and extremely rare (duräpam). SB
10.44.14
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• Though these are the qualities of Näräyaëa, they
become even more astonishing in Kåñëa (kåñëe
’khilädbhutäù).

• Kåñëa, like Näräyaëa, has inconceivable, great powers,
but Kåñëa’s powers are even more astonishing.

• The Brahmä-mohana pastime is an example, in which
Kåñëa produced all the spiritual and material worlds in
many forms.
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• Though spread through the universes, Kåñëa is also
spread throughout the spiritual world as well.

• Though he is merciful to the enemies He kills, He gives
them even liberation and bhakti.

• And though attractive to ätmärämas, Kåñëa is attractive
even to the Lord of Vaikuëöha.

• For instance it is said:
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yan martya-lélaupayikaà sva-yoga-
mäyä-balaà darçayatä gåhétam

vismäpanaà svasya ca saubhagarddheù
paraà padaà bhüñaëa-bhüñaëäìgam

Kåñëa possesses that form suitable for human pastimes (yat
martya-lélä-upayikaà) to show the full capacity of his yoga-
mäyä (darçayatä sva-yoga-mäyä balaà). That form astonishes
(vismäpanaà) even the lord of Vaikuëöha (svasya). It is the
pinnacle of auspicious qualities (paraà padaà saubhaga-
rddheù) and enhances the beauty of his ornaments (bhüñaëa-
bhüñaëa-aìgam). SB 3.2.12



IV – Kåñëa as the Viñaya Älambana
The Qualities of Kåñëa as components of Viñaya

SVCT

dvijätmajä me yuvayor didåkñuëä
mayopanétä bhuvi dharma-guptaye

kalävatérëäv avaner bharäsurän
hatveha bhüyas tvarayetam anti me

Lord Mahä-Viñëu said: I brought (mayä upanétä) the brähmaëa’s
sons here (dvijätmajä) because I wanted to see the two of you (me
yuvayor didåkñuëä), who have appeared with Your çaktis (kalä
avatérëäu) on the earth (bhuvi) to save the principles of religion
(dharma-guptaye). Having killed the demons (asurän hatvä), the
burden of the earth (avaner bhara), make them quickly come to Me
(iha bhüyas tvarayä itam anti me). SB 10.89.58
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sarvädbhuta-camatkära-lélä-kallola-väridhiù |
atulya-madhura-prema-maëòita-priya-maëòalaù ||41||

trijagan-mänasäkarñi-muralé-kala-küjitaù |
asamänordhva-rüpa-çré-vismäpita-caräcaraù ||42||

lélä-premëä priyädhikyaà mädhuryaà veëu-rüpayoù |
ity asädhäraëaà proktaà govindasya catuñöayam ||43||

The four extraordinary qualities possessed by Govinda alone are as follows (asädhäraëaà
proktaà govindasya catuñöayam). He is a wave-filled ocean (kallola-väridhiù) of the most
astonishing display of pastimes (sarvädbhuta-camatkära-lélä). He is surrounded by loving
associates (priya-maëòalaù) decorated with (maëòita) incomparably sweet prema (atulya-
madhura-prema). He plays sweet notes (kala-küjitaù) on His flute (muralé) which attract
all the minds in the three worlds (trijagat-mänasa-äkarñi). He astonishes (vismäpita) all
moving and non-moving entities (cara-acaraù) with the beauty of His form (rüpa-çré) to
which there is no equal or superior (asamänordhva). His extraordinary qualities are His
special pastimes, His devotees endowed with abundant prema (lélä-premëä
priyädhikyaà), the sweetness of His flute and the sweetness of His form (mädhuryaà
veëu-rüpayoù).
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• These will be discussed when illustrations are given.

• The four phrases describing Kåñëa are bahuvåhi
compounds with a pos-sessive sense.

• At the end, the author repeats the four qualities in
summary.

• His first quality is His lélä. Secondly, accompany-ing
Him is an abundance of dear devotees filled with prema
(premnä priyädhikyam).
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• The sweetness of His flute is the third quality.

• The sweetness of His form is the fourth quality.

• Having listed these qualities, the author boldly asserts
that these are most extraordinary, out of reference to
some particular knowledge, which was previously
stated:
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siddhäntatas tv abhede ’pi 
çréça-kåñëa-svarüpayoù |

rasenotkåñyate kåñëa-rüpam
eñä rasa-sthitiù ||

Though the forms of Viñëu and Kåñëa are non-different according
to the statements of scripture (siddhäntatas tu abhede api çréça-
kåñëa-svarüpayoù), Kåñëa’s form is shown to be superior because of
His rasas (rasena utkåñyate kåñëa-rüpam), which are endowed with
the highest type of prema (implied). The very nature of His rasas
shows Kåñëa’s form to be superior (eñä rasa-sthitiù). BRS 1.2.59
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evaà guëäç catur-bhedäç
catuù-ñañöir udähåtäù |
sodäharaëam eteñäà

lakñaëaà kriyate kramät ||44||

The sixty-four qualities (evaà eteñäà catuù-ñañöir guëäh)
in four divisions (catur-bhedäh) will each be described
(lakñaëaà kriyate kramät) with examples (sa
udäharaëam).
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• The four divisions are: the first fifty qualities, the
second five qualities, the third five qualities, and the last
four qualities.

• For the four classes of qualities, examples are given by
quoting au-thoritative statements.

• These are from scriptures, commentaries on the
scriptures, testimonies of the great devotees following
after the scriptures, and statements in agreement with
those.
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• These are of two types: those which astonish by
presenting aspects of Kåñëa as the Lord, and those
which astonish by presenting Kåñëa’s human pastimes.

• Even though Kåñëa is God, His human pastimes also
cause astonishment.
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• Thus it is said:
sthity-udbhaväntaà bhuvana-trayasya yaù

saméhite ’nanta-guëaù sva-lélayä
na tasya citraà para-pakña-nigrahas
tathäpi martyänuvidhasya varëyate

For Him who (yaù) orchestrates (saméhite) the creation,
maintenance and destruction (sthity-udbhava-antaà) of the three
worlds (bhuvana-trayasya) and who possesses unlimited spiritual
qualities (ananta-guëaù), it is hardly amazing that He (na tasya
citraà) subdues an opposing party (para-pakña-nigrahah). Still
(tathäpi), when the Lord does so (sva-lélayä), imitating human
behavior (martya anuvidhasya), sages glorify His acts (varëyate).
SB 10.50.29
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prapaïcaà niñprapaïco ’pi viòambayasi bhü-tale
prapanna-janatänanda-sandohaà prathituà prabho

“My dear master (prabho), although You have nothing to
do with material existence (niñprapaïcaù api), You come
to this earth (bhü-tale) and imitate (viòambayasi)
material life (prapaïcaà) just to expand (prathituà) the
varieties of ecstatic enjoyment (änanda- sandohaà) for
Your surrendered devotees (prapanna-janatä). SB
10.14.37
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• Similarly, the earth describes the qualities of the Lord in
SB 1.16.27 quoted in the text earlier and as well there
are examples such as paçya vindhya-girito ’pi gariñöhaà
cited in BRS 2.1.61 in this text itself.


