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Part-3

Third to Seventh
Canto Prools



Anuccheda - 43

Theme: The Conclusion of

Maitreya-Vidura Samvad is
Bhakti



This is the conclusion in the discussion between Vidura

and Maitreya. The question is this:
13.5.4 |
tat sadhu-varyadisa vartma sam nah
samradhito bhagavan yena pumsam
hrdi sthito yacchati bhakti-pute
jiianam sa-tattvadhigamarh puranam

O best of devotees (sadhu-varya) ! Please speak (nah
adisa) about the auspicious path (sam vartma) by which
the Supreme Lord (yena bhagavan), worshipped by men
(samradhito pumsam), situated in the heart (hrdi
sthitah) puritied by bhakti (bhakti-ptte), gives the
original knowledge (yacchati jianam puranam) from
which one can understand Brahman, Paramatma and
Bhagavan (sa-tattva adhigamam).



Anuccheda - 43
Sam vartma means the path which is the form of
happiness.

Bhakti-ptite hrdi means “in the heart pure with prema.”

Sa-tattva means “with manifestations of Brahman,
Paramatma and Bhagavan.”

Vidura speaks to Maitreya.



Anuccheda — 44

Theme: Those who serve the
Lord and realize great bliss
attain liberation as a
secondary result



The answer is given in the praises uttered by the devatas:

13.5.46 |
panena te deva katha-sudhayah
pravrddha-bhaktya visadasaya ye
vairagya-saram pratilabhya bodham
yathanjasanviyur akuntha-dhisnyam

O Lord (deva)! Those materialists (ye) who attain
(pratilabhya) strength and realization of the Lord’s
sweetness (vairagya-saramn bodham) by pure bhakt
(visada-asaya bhaktya), increased (pravrddha) through
drinking the nectar of your pastimes (te katha-sudhayah
panena), quickly attain (afjasa anviyuh) Vaikuntha
(akuntha-dhisnyam).



| 3.5.47 ||
tathapare catma-samadhi-yoga-
balena jitva prakrtirn balistham
tvam eva dhirah purusam visanti
tesam Sramah syan na tu sevaya te

Others, desiring only liberation (tatha apare dhirah),
conquer strong material energy (jitva prakrtim
balistham) by mental concentration (atma samadhi yoga-
balena) and merge with the Lord (tvam eva purusarm
visanti). They become distressed in order to do this
(tesarh sramah syat), whereas by bhakti there is no pain
(na tu sevaya te).



Anuccheda - 44

Akuntha-dhisnyam means Vaikuntha.

The commentary says, “Visadasayah means persons who
have rejected cheating processes and who are dedicated
to the highest goal.”

Others are those who desire only liberation.

Though this is also a goal (purusartha), these persons
have to make great endeavor.



Anuccheda - 44

Those who are dedicated to the highest goal do not
endeavor in their service.

Those who serve the Lord and realize great bliss attain
liberation as a secondary result.

The devatas speak to Paramatma.



Anuccheda - 45

Theme: Bhakti, represented by
speaking about the Lord, is
supremely beneficial



Maitreya says:

I13.8.1 ||
maitreya uvaca
sat-sevaniyo bata puru-vamso
yal loka-palo bhagavat-pradhanah
babhuivithehajita-kirti-malam
pade pade niitanayasy abhiksnam

Maitreya said: Oh (bata)! The dynasty of the Purus (puru-
vams$ah) has become worthy of worship by the devotees (sat-
sevaniyah), since you, protector of planets (yad loka-palah), who
have made Bhagavan the object of your worship (bhagavat-
pradhanah), have appeared in it (iha babhuvitha). You make the
garland of the Lord’s glories newer (ajita-kirti-malam
nitanayasy) at every moment (abhiksnam), in every word, in
every verse and every chapter (pade pade).



Anuccheda - 45

This indicates that bhakti, represented by speaking about
the Lord, is supremely beneficial.

Maitreya speaks the verse.



Anuccheda — 46-47

Theme: Pure bhakti alone
creates the highest benetit for
men in this world



Kapila says:

3.25.19
na yujyamanaya bhaktya
bhagavaty akhilatmani
sadrso 'sti Sivah pantha
yoginam brahma-siddhaye

There is no auspicious path (na sadrso asti Sivah
pantha) for attaining perfection of relationship with the
Lord for practitioners (yoginam brahma-siddhaye)
except a type ol bhakti which is most suitable for
realizing the Supreme Lord (bhagavaty yujyamanaya
bhaktya), the soul of all beings (akhila atmani).



Later it is said:
3.25.44
etavan eva loke 'smin
purmsam nihsreyasodayah
tivrena bhakti-yogena
mano mayy arpitarn sthiram

The mind offered to me (mano mayy arpitam) with pure
bhakti (tivrena bhakti-yogena) with steadiness (sthiram)
alone (etavan eva) creates the highest benefit for men
(pumsam nihsreyasa udayah) in this world (asmin

loke).



Anuccheda — 46-47

The mind becomes steady when offered to the Lord by
bhakti—through hearing and other processes.

There is nothing greater than this (etavat). Kapila speaks.



Anuccheda - 48

Theme: Pure bhakti alone

destroys the Karma Granthi.

No other Path is capable of
accomplishing it



After teaching jiana, the Kumaras teach bhakti:

1 4.22.39 ||
yat-pada-pankaja-palasa-vilasa-bhaktya
karmasayam grathitam udgrathayanti santah
tadvan na rikta-matayo yatayo 'pi ruddha-
sroto-ganas tam aranam bhaja vasudevam

Worship Vasudeva (tam vasudevam bhaja), the shelter (aranam).
By devotion to his lotus toes (yat-pada-pankaja-palasa-bhaktya)
possessing ever-increasing beauty (vilasa), the devotees (santah)
untie (udgrathayanti) the knot of false ego tilled with impressions
of karma (karma asayarn grathitam), which the foolish sannyasis
(tadvat rikta-matayo yatayah) who try to stop the senses tlowing
like a river (sroto-ganah) cannot untie (na ruddha).



1 4.22.40 ||
krcchro mahan iha bhavarnavam aplavesam
sad-varga-nakram asukhena titirsanti
tat tvam harer bhagavato bhajaniyam anghrim
krtvodupar vyasanam uttara dustararnam

There is great suifering (mahan krcchrah) for people lacking a
boat (aplavesam) to cross the ocean of samsara (iha bhava
arnavam) filled with the crocodiles of the six senses (sad-varga-
nakram), since they desire to cross but cannot (titirsanti), using a
ditficult process (asukhena). Therefore, cross (tat tvam uttara)
the ocean of sarnsara, difficult to cross (vyasanam dustara
arnam), by making a boat out of the lotus feet of the Lord (harer
bhagavato anghrim udupam krtva), worthy of worship
(bhajaniyam).



Anuccheda — 48

The commentary says, “Jfiana was taught in verse 37.

Bhakti is taught in two verses since jiana is ditticult.

But it is said brahmavid apnoti param: the person who
knows Brahman attains the supreme. (Taittirlya

Upanisad 2.1.1.)



Anuccheda — 48

Why do the sannyasis having jiana not untie the knot of
karma?’ The next verse answers.

There is great ditficulty (krcchrah mahan) for persons
who do not have the Lord as a cause of crossing (aplava
isa).

They desire to cross the ocean of material existence
which is tilled with the crocodiles of the six senses by a
process of sutfering (asukhena).



Anuccheda — 48

Therefore cross the ocean difficult to cross by using the
Lord’s feet as a boat.”

Though both paths aim for the same goal, bhakti is the
abhidheya since the path of jiiana is difficult.

Those practicing jiiana only desire to cross the ocean.

This means they do not actually cross the ocean.



Anuccheda - 49

Theme: Prthu practiced Jnana
only so that the Kumara’s
teachings would not become
useless



Prthu practiced the jiana taught by Sanat-kumara only
with a desire that Sanat-kumara’s teachings of jiana
would not be useless. He practiced jfiana with a taste for
bhakti.
14.23.9 |
sanat-kumaro bhagavan
yad ahadhyatmikam param
yogam tenaiva purusam
abhajat purusarsabhah

The best of men (purusa rsabhah) worshipped the
Supreme Lord (purusam abhajat) by the highest process
(tena eva param) called adhyatma-yoga (bhakti-yoga)
(adhyatmikam yogarn) which Sanatkumara had taught
(yad aha sanat-kumaro bhagavan).



Il 4.23.10 ||
bhagavad-dharminah sadhoh
Sraddhaya yatatah sada
bhaktir bhagavati brahmany
ananya-visayabhavat

Constantly endeavouring with faith (Sraddhaya yatatah
sada), dedicated to the Lord (bhagavad-dharminah),
Prthu (sadhoh) performed bhakti (bhaktir abhavat) to

the Supreme Lord (bhagavati brahmany) alone (ananya-

visaya).



Anuccheda — 49

Prthu used jiidna as a medium for his bhakti.

Maitreya speaks the verse.



Anuccheda - 50

Theme: Pure Bhakti is not
interrupted by Karma



In Radra-gita it is said:
Il 4.24.69 ||
idarn japata bhadram vo
visSuddha nrpa-nandanah
sva-dharmam anutisthanto
bhagavaty arpitasayah

O princes (nrpa-nandanah)! Being pure (visuddha),
offering your minds to the Lord (bhagavaty arpita
asayah), pertorm your prescribed duties (sva-dharmam
anutisthanto) and chant this prayer (idam japata). It is
auspicious for you (bhadrari vah).



| 4.24.70 ||
tam evatmanam atma-stham
sarva-bhuitesv avasthitam
pijayadhvar grnantas ca
dhyayantas casakrd dharim

Chanting his glories (tam grnantah) and meditating on
the Lord (atmanam dhyayantah), repeatedly worship the
Supreme Lord (asakrd harim pajayadhvam) situated in
the hearts of all beings (sarva-bhuitesv avasthitam) and
in yourselt (atma-stham).



Anuccheda - 50
Worship only (eva) the Lord, and do not be involved in
performing your dharma.
That is the significance of the word eva.

The Lord is situated as the antaryami (atmastham).

Glority (grnantah) and meditate on the Paramatma
situated in other beings.



Anuccheda - 50

The mind and words should not deviate to other things.

One should worship repeatedly (asakrt).

When one’s worship is finished, one should begin
another worship.

One should not interrupt the worship by performing
karmas. Siva speaks to the Pracetas.



Anuccheda - 51

Theme: The Ultimate Goal of
Life is to Please the Lord
through Bhakti



Narada makes this clear with positive and negative
statements.
14.31.9 ||
narada uvaca
taj janma tani karmani
tad ayus tan mano vacah
nrnam yena hi visvatma
sevyate harir iSvarah

Narada said: The birth, activities (taj janma tani
karmani), lifespan, mind and words (tad ayus tan mano
vacah) of humans (nrnarm) takes on real value by service
to the Supreme Lord (yena hi sevyate harir), the soul of
the universe (visva atma ).



14.31.10 |
kim janmabhis tribhir veha
Saukra-savitra-yajnikaih
karmabhir va trayi-proktaih
puriso 'pi vibudhayusa

Without that service (implied), what is the use (kim va)
of taking three births (tribhir janmabhih) by semen,
upanayanam and initiation ($Saukra-savitra-yajiikaih).
What is the use of ritual acts mentioned in the Vedas
(karmabhir va trayi-proktaih)? What is the use of the

lifespan of a devata for a human (purnsah api vibudha
ayusa)?



| 4.31.11 ||
Srutena tapasa va kim
vacobhis citta-vrttibhih
buddhya va kim nipunaya
balenendriya-radhasa

Without service to the Lord (implied), what is the use
(kim va) of hearing scriptures like Vedanta (Srutena),
austerity (tapasa), expert discussions of scripture
(vacobhih), the ability to understand scriptures (citta-
vrttibhih), intelligence (buddhya), expertise (nipunaya),
physical strength or sharpness of the senses (balena
indriya-radhasa)?



14.31.12 |
kim va yogena sankhyena
nyasa-svadhyayayor api
kim va sreyobhir anyais$ ca
na yatratma-prado harih

What is the use of yoga, sankhya (kim va yogena
sankhyena), sannyasa, study of the Vedas (nyasa-
svadhyayayor api), or other auspicious acts (kim va
Sreyobhir anyais ca), in which (yatra) the Lord (harih)
does not give realization of himself (na atma-pradah)?



14.31.13 ||
Sreyasam apil sarvesam
atma hy avadhir arthatah
sarvesam api bhiitanam
harir atmatmadah priyah

Practically speaking (arthatah), the jivatma is the goal
(atma hy avadhih) of all auspicious acts (Sreyasam api
sarvesam). But the Supreme Lord is the atma of all
jivatmas (sarvesam api bhutanam harir atma). When he
is pleased, he gives himselt (atmadah priyah).



Anuccheda - 51

The commentary says, “Saukra-janma is birth from pure
mother and father.

Savitra birth is taking the sacred thread. Yajnika birth is
diksa.

Indriya-radhasa means skill of the senses.

Sankhya means understanding that the atma is separate
from the body.”



Anuccheda - 51

The commentary further says “Why are all sadhanas to
get results useless without service to the Lord?

The atma is the tinal end (avadhih) of all auspicious
results because it is of the highest value, being dear to
others, being the very self.

Then let atma be the goal. Is the Lord necessary?

The Lord is the atma of all atmas.



Anuccheda - 51

He reveals his svaripa when jiva’s ignorance is
destroyed.

He offers himselt with his form endowed with powers,
just as he did with Bali and others.

He is dear (priyah) since he is the form of the highest
bliss.”

He is Paramatma, the soul of the pure jivas--beings apart
from their bodily coverings.



Anuccheda - 51

He is like the sun in relation to the rays of the sun.

It is said:

tasmat priyatamah svatma sarvesam api dehinam
tad-artham eva sakalam jagad etac caracaram

Therefore it is his own self that is most dear to every
embodied living being, and it is simply for the
satistaction of this selt that the whole material creation of
moving and nonmoving entities exists.



Anuccheda — 51

krsnam enam avehi tvam atmanam akhilatmanam
jagad-dhitaya so 'py atra dehivabhati mayaya

You should know Krsna to be the soul of all living
entities. For the benetit ot the whole universe, out ot his
causeless mercy he has appeared as an ordinary human
being by the strength of his maya. (SB 10.14.54-55)



Anuccheda - 51

The Lord reveals Brahman.which is identitied with the
jiva (atma),and reveals iSvara (atma) (atmadih) and
makes them subservient to the jiva.

In that way he gives himself (atmadah) to the jiva.

That is the intention of Sridhara Svami through his
commentary.



Anuccheda - 52

Theme: By Worship of Lord
everything else is
accomplished



Moreover it is said:

14.31.14 ||
yatha taror miila-nisecanena
trpyanti tat-skandha-bhujopasakhah
pranopaharac ca yathendriyanarm
tathaiva sarvarhanam acyutejya

Just as the branches and twigs are satistied (yatha
trpyanti tat-skandha-bhuja-upasakhah) by watering the
root (taror mila-nisecanena), and just as the senses are
satistied (yatha indriyanam) by nourishing the life air
(prana upaharat), by worshipping the Supreme Lord
(tatha eva acyuta ijya) all are worship is accomplished
(sarva arhanam).



Anuccheda — 52

The commentary says, “The results produced by
devotion to devatas through various karmas arise
because ot devotion to the Lord.

By worship of devatas alone nothing is achieved.

An example is given.”

Narada speaks to the Pracetas.



Anuccheda - 53

Theme: One gets Bhakti by
Association of Vaisnavas



Anuccheda — 53

Rsabha teaching his sons will be discussed later (SB
5.5.3,5.5.25).

In the discussion between Rahtigana and Jada-bharata
there is the following:



5.13.20
rahiigana tvam api hy adhvano 'sya
sannyasta-dandah krta-bhiuita-maitrah
asaj-jitatma hari-sevaya Sitam
jianasim adaya tarati-param

O King Rahtigana (rahiigana)! You are also absorbed in
material existence (tvam api hy asya adhvanah). Making
friends with all beings (krta-bhiuita-maitrah), renouncing
the punishment that the king gives to others (sannyasta-
dandah), taking the sword of knowledge (jfiana asim
adaya) that has been sharpened by devotional service to
Lord (hari-sevaya sitam), with mind detached from
material enjoyment (asat-jitatma), cross over material
existence (tarati-param).



5.13.21
rajovaca
aho nr-janmakhila-janma-sobhanam
kim janmabhis tv aparair apy amusmin
na yad dhrsikesa-yasah-krtatmanam
mahatmanar vah pracurah samagamah

The King said: Human birth is the most splendid (aho
nr-janmakhila-janma-Sobhanam). What use is any other
birth (kim janmabhis tv aparair apy amusmin) in which
there is no abundant, intimate association of great
devotees (na mahatmanam vah pracurah samagamah)
whose whole being (yad atmanam) is composed of
glorification of the Lord (hrsikesa-yasah-krta)?



5.13.22
na hy adbhutar tvac-caranabja-renubhir
hatarnhaso bhaktir adhoksaje 'mala
mauhitrtikad yasya samagamac ca me
dustarka-miilo '‘pahato 'vivekah

[t is not astonishing (na hy adbhutam) that all my sins
have been destroyed (hata arnhaso) by the dust of your
lotus feet (tvac-caranabja-renubhir), and that pure
bhakti to the Supreme Lord has arisen (amala bhaktir
adhoksaje). By a moment’s association with you (yasya
mauhurtikad samagamat), my lack of discrimination
(me avivekah), the root of my {false arguments
(dustarka-miilo), has been destroyed (apahato).




Anuccheda - 53

The meaning is clear.

Jada-bharata speaks to Rahtigana.



Anuccheda — 54

Theme: Having attained
Human Life, one should
Practice Bhakti



Anuccheda - 54

At the end of Sankarsana’s teachings to Citraketu there is
verse SB 6.16.62.

This will be discussed later.

In the Seventh Canto, in teaching the boys, Prahlada
says:.



17.6.11|
Sri-prahrada uvaca
kaumara acaret prajno
dharman bhagavatan iha
durlabharh manusam janma
tad apy adhruvam arthadam

Prahlada said: The wise person (prajnah) should
practice (acaret) bhakti-yoga (bhagavatan dharman) in
his life (iha) from youth (kaumara). Human birth is rare
(durlabharn manusarn janma) and transient (adhruvam)
but effective for bhakti (tad api arthadam).



17.6.2 1|
yatha hi purusasyeha
visnoh padopasarpanam
yad esa sarva-bhiitanam
priya atmes$varah suhrt

One should perform bhakti by the methods which allow
one (yatha hi purusasya iha) to surrender to the lotus
feet of the Lord (visnoh pada-upasarpanam), since the
Lord is (yat esah) a dear lover (priyah), a son (atma),
Brahman, the master (iSvarah) and the friend of all beings
(sarva-bhutanam suhrt).



Anuccheda — 54

In human life (iha) one should perform bhagavata-
dharma since it gives value to this birth.

Devatas on the other hand have excessive sense
enjoyment and animals have no power ot discrimination.



Anuccheda — >4

Having attained human birth, one should not delay.

Starting from childhood (kaumaram) one should
practice, since human life is impermanent and rarely
achieved.

Since scriptures are meant primarily for humans, this
statement confirms the importance of scripture.

But one is considered a human by having intelligence ot
1 hitman



Anuccheda - 54

The second verse shows that the human life is suitable
for performing bhagavata-dharma.

As a human being, one should surrender to the Lord
suitably with bhagavata-dharma since the Lord is the
object of affection (priyah) for all beings by his nature,
since he is Paramatma, the supreme soul.

He is the object of surrender since he can do anything
(iSvarah) and he desires the benefit of all beings (suhrt).



Anuccheda - 55

Theme: Real Dharma is that
which leads one to Surrender
to Krsna



The conclusion is stated:

1 7.6.26 ||
dharmartha-kama iti yo 'bhihitas tri-varga
1ksa trayl naya-damau vividha ca varta
manye tad etad akhilam nigamasya satyarm
svatmarpanam sva-suhrdah paramasya purnsah

I consider (manye) dharma, artha and kama (dharma artha-kama
iti yah abhihitah), knowledge ot atma (iksa), knowledge ot karma
(trayl), argumentation, justice (maya-damau) and various
occupations (ca vividha varta) to be part of the Vedas
recommended for some people (tri-varga). But 1 consider
(manye) that surrender to the Supreme Lord (paramasya pursah
sva atma arpanam), who is one’s friend (sva-suhrdah), is
recommended in the Vedas for the saintly people (akhilam
nigamasya satyar).



Anuccheda - 55

Iksa means knowledge of atma.

I consider all that is derived from the meaning of the
Vedas to be true (satyam) it it recommends sadhana for
offering oneselt to the supreme Lord, who is the
antaryami within (sva-suhrdah), since he is the real goal.

Or another meaning is this: it dharma results in oftering
oneself to the Lord, it makes all actions and attainments
successtul (satyam).



Anuccheda - 55

Otherwise all these dharmas are useless.

Prahlada speaks to the sons of demons.



Anuccheda - 56

Theme: Bhakti is the best
method to destroy material
1mpressions



[ater it is said:

I 7.7.29 ||
tatropaya-sahasranam
ayam bhagavatoditah
yad 1Svare bhagavati
yatha yair anjasa ratih

Among the thousands of methods for destroying the
material intelligence (tatra upaya-sahasranam), the
process proclaimed by the Lord himseltf, bhakti-yoga, is
the real method (ayam bhagavata uditah), whose anga
known as service to guru produces bhakti (yad isvare
bhagavati) -- from which rati to the Supreme Lord
appears (yaih ratih) as the main result (afjasa).



Anuccheda — 56

Among the thousands of methods for destroying the seed
of actions made of the three gunas previously described,
this method was taught to me by Narada.

From this method (yat), established by a thousand
methods (yaih), love (ratih) for the Lord easily appears,
without obstruction (afjasa), in proper form (yathavat).



Anuccheda - 57

Theme: Bhakti is performed by
purified persons



I 7.7.30-31 ||
guru-susrasaya bhaktya sarva-labdharpanena ca
sangena sadhu-bhaktanam i$vararadhanena ca

Sraddhaya tat-kathayam ca kirtanair guna-karmanam
tat-padamburuha-dhyanat tal-lingeksarhanadibhih

One performs bhakti-yoga by service to guru (guru-$usriisaya
bhaktya), offering him all that one possesses (sarva-labdha
arpanena ca), by association (sangena) with devotees of good
conduct (sadhu-bhaktanam), by worship of the Lord (isvara

ard!

kat]

hanena ca), by faith (Sraddhaya) in topics of the Lord (tat-
nayarm ca), by chanting (kirtanaih) about the Lord’s qualities

and

activities (guna-karmanam), by meditation on the Lord’s

lotus feet (tat-pada-amburuha-dhyanat), and by seeing the deity
(tat-linga iksa) and making offerings to the deity (arhana
adibhih).



17.7.32 ]
harih sarvesu bhutesu
bhagavan asta iSvarah
iti bhitani manasa
kamais taih sadhu manayet

By the mind (manasa), one should respect (iti sadhu
manayet) all living beings (bhuitani) with their individual
desires (kamaih taih), thinking that the Supreme Lord
(harih bhagavan i$varah) is situated in all beings (asta
sarvesu bhuitesu).



Alter speaking o1 the components ol that method
such as service to guru in SB 7.7.30, it is said:

1 7.7.33 |
evam nirjita-sad-vargaih
kriyate bhaktir iSvare
vasudeve bhagavati
yaya samlabhyate ratih

Bhakti (bhaktih iSvare) is performed by these
methods (kriyate evam), devoid of lust, anger,
greed, illusion, pride and hatred (nirjita-sad-
vargaih). By this method (yaya), rati to Vasudeva
(ratih  vasudeve  bhagavati) is  obtained
(samlabhvate).



Anuccheda - 57

Thus (evam), by these methods starting with service to
guru, not by other efforts for this purpose, bhakti is
performed by persons devoid of lust, anger, greed,
illusion, pride and hatred arising from seeds of karma, so
that rati to Vasudeva is attained.

Prahlada speaks to the boys.



Anuccheda — 58

Theme: Bhakti is superior to
and independent of
Varnasrama



In speaking of varnasrama, bhakti is said to be the

dharma for all humans.
Il 7.11.7 ||
dharma-muilam hi bhagavan
sarva-vedamayo harih
smrtarh ca tad-vidam rajan
yena catma prasidati

For those who know the Lord (harih tat-vidam), the Lord
is the cause and proof of dharma (bhagavan hi dharma-
miulam) since he is essence ot all the Vedas (sarva-
vedamayah) and he is the smrti scriptures as well
(smrtam). By this dharma, the mind is pleased (yena

atma prasidati).
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The Lord is the proot (mtlam) of dharma since he is all
the Vedas.

He is all smrtis.

He is the proot for those who know the Lord composed
of the Vedas: by sruti and smrti it is known that dharmas
without the Lord are useless and dharma of the Lord is
necessary.
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Manu says:

vedo ’khilo dharma-mulam smrti-sile ca tad-vidam |

All t]

for t

acaras caiva sadhtinam atmanas tustir eva ca ||

ne Vedas, smrti and conduct are the root of dharma
hose who know. The conduct of the well-behaved is

satis]

action of the selt. (Manu 2.6)
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However, Prahlada’s statement is superior to Manu’s
statement (satistaction of the Lord is superior to
satisfaction of the selt).

This is correct since it has been said:
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dharmah projjhita-kaitavo ’tra paramo nirmatsaranam satam
vedyarh vastavam atra vastu Sivadar tapa-trayonmilanam

In the Bhagavatam alone, created by the Lord himself, is
presented the real, permanent object which can be understood by
those persons without selfish intentions, and which bestows
auspiciousness and release from the material world of miseries. In
the Bhagavatam alone is presented the process for attaining that

highest object, devoid of all material goals and liberation. (SB
1.1.2)
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By this dharma, the mind is pleased.

[t is also said yenatma suprasidati: by bhakti the atma is
very pleased. (SB 1.2.6)

The affix su does not merely indicate “very happy” but
indicates the excellence of direct bhakti with hearing and
other processes (compared to varnasrama).

Narada was first born as a Gandharva.



Anuccheda — 58

His best action was to sing about the Lord.

In his second birth as a son of a sadra woman he heard
about the Lord by devotee association.

Thus Narada did not respect other causes such as sva-
dharma (varnasrama) for finally attaining the position of
an associate of the Lord.



1 7.10.48 ||
yityarii nr-loke bata bhiiri-bhaga
lokarih punana munayo 'bhiyanti
yesam grhan avasatiti saksad
giidham pararin brahma manusya-lingam

You Pandavas (yiiyarin) are most fortunate in this world (nr-
loke bata bhuri-bhaga). Sages who purify the planets
(lokarn punana munayah) come and visit your houses
(abhiyanti) because the Supreme Brahman (saksat param
brahma) personally resides in your houses (yesam grhan
avasati) in a human form (giudham manusya-lingam).



Anuccheda — 58

The commentary says, “Having spoken generally, Narada
shows that the devotee’s bhakti is the cause for attaining all
purusarthas, using the Pandavas as an example.”

Thus in the above verse bhakti alone is the conclusion. SB
1.5.17 (tyaktva sva-dharamam) states that bhakti surpasses
dharma.

Though in SB 7.11.10 Narada lists the elements of bhakti
among the acts of dharmas which are necessary for all beings
and are the highest goal, bhakti is understood to surpass
dharma and to be the highest knowledge when Jada-bharata’s
offensive brothers are described in the Fifth Canto.



15.9.8 |
pitary uparate bhratara enam atat-prabhava-vidas
trayyam vidyayam eva paryavasita-matayo na para-
vidyayam jada-matir iti bhratur anusasana-nirbandhan
nyavrtsanta.

After the death of their tather (pitary uparate), the nine
brothers (bhratara), not understanding the position of
Bharata (enam atat-prabhava-vidah), and being
knowledgeable of the three Vedas (trayyam vidyayam
eva paryavasita-matayah) but not knowing the highest
truth (na para-vidyayam), gave up trying to teach
Bharata (bhratur anusasana-nirbandhan nyavrtsanta),
thinking that he was dull-witted (jada-matir iti ).
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In Narasimha Purana it is said:

sanakadayo nivrttakhye tena dharme niyojitah |
pravrttakhye maricadyam muktvaikarm naradam munim

The Kumaras were engaged in dharma for liberation by
Brahma (tena). Marici and others were engaged in
karma. Only Narada was free of these two engagements.



Anuccheda — 58

Thus the actions of bhakti are included in the list of
actions of dharma using indirect methods to encourage
materialists to take to bhakti directly later.

This reasoning should be understood in other statements
which list bhakti among other processes.

Thus bhakti alone is the conclusion.

Narada speaks to Yudhisthira.



