Bhakti Sangha
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5.16.8-10



Verse, Translation and
Purport



15.16.8 ||
uttarottarenelavrtam nilah svetah srmgavan iti trayo ramyaka-hiranmaya-
kuriinam varsanam maryada-girayah prag-ayata ubhayatah ksarodavadhayo
dvi-sahasra-prthava ekaikasah piurvasmat piarvasmad uttara uttaro
dasamsadhikamsena dairghya eva hrasanti.

Just north of Ilavrta-varsa—and going further northward, one after another—
are three mountains named Nila, Sveta and Srngavan. These mark the borders
of the three varsas named Ramyaka, Hiranmaya and Kuru and separate them
from one another. The width of these mountains is 2,000 yojanas [16,000
miles]. Lengthwise, they extend east and west to the beaches ot the ocean of salt
water. Going from south to north, the length of each mountain is one tenth
shorter than that of the previous mountain, but the height of them all is the
same.



In this regard, Madhvacarya quotes the following verses from the
Brahmanda Purana:

yatha bhagavate tiktam
bhauvanam kosa-laksanam

tasyavirodhato yojyam
anya-granthantare sthitam

mandode puranarm caiva
vyatyasam ksira-sagare
rahu-soma-ravinam ca
mandalad dvi-gunoktitam
vinaiva sarvam unneyari
yojanabhedato 'tra tu



[t appears from these verses that aside from the sun and moon, there is
an invisible planet called Rahu.

The movements of Rahu cause both solar and lunar eclipses.

We suggest that the modern expeditions attempting to reach the moon
are mistakenly going to Rahu.



15.16.9 ||
evam daksinenelavrtam nisadho hemakiito himalaya iti prag-ayata
yatha niladayo 'yuta-yojanotsedha hari-varsa-kimpurusa-
bharatanam yatha-sankhyam.

Similarly, south of Ilavrta-varsa and extending from east to west are
three great mountains named (from north to south) Nisadha,
Hemakiita and Himalaya. Each of them is 10,000 yojanas [80,000
miles] high. They mark the boundaries of the three varsas named
Hari-varsa, Kimpurusa-varsa and Bharata-varsa [India].



15.16.10 |
tathaivelavrtam aparena piarvena ca malyavad-gandhamadanav
anila-nisadhayatau dvi-sahasram paprathatuh ketumala-
bhadrasvayoh simanam vidadhate.

In the same way, west and east of Ilavrta-varsa are two great
mountains named Malyavan and Gandhamadana respectively. These
two mountains, which are 2,000 yojanas [16,000 miles| high, extend
as far as Nila Mountain in the north and Nisadha in the south. They
indicate the borders ot Ilavrta-varsa and also the varsas known as
Ketumala and Bhadrasva.



There are so many mountains, even on this planet earth.

We do not think that the measurements of all of them have actually
been calculated.

While passing over the mountainous region from Mexico to Caracas,
we actually saw so many mountains that we doubt whether their
height, length and breadth have been properly measured.

Therefore, as indicated in Srimad-Bhagavatam by Sukadeva Gosvami,
we should not try to comprehend the greater mountainous areas ot the
universe merely by our calculations.



Sukadeva Gosvami has already stated that such calculations would be
very ditficult even it one had a duration of life like that of Brahma.

We should simply be satistied with the statements of authorities like
Sukadeva Gosvami and appreciate how the entire cosmic
manifestation has been made possible by the external energy of the
Supreme Personality of Godhead.

The measurements given herein, such as 10,000 yojanas or 100,000
yojanas, should be considered correct because they have been given by
Sukadeva Gosvami.



Our experimental knowledge can neither verity nor disprove the
statements of Srimad-Bhagavatam.

We should simply hear these statements from the authorities.

If we can appreciate the extensive energy of the Supreme Personality
of Godhead, that will benetit us.



Section-I

Kill the Demon of Doubt to
gain Confidence



Niscaya - Confidence



In his Upadesamria_Srila Riipa Gosvami has instructed the
practitioners of devotional service to be confident.

Until this confidence is achieved, one will remain doubttul.

Doubtful persons never have auspiciousness.




How then will they have faith in unalloyed devotional service
when they are doubttful at heart?

[t is said in Bhagavad-gita (4.40):




OL ajnas casraddadhanas ca
@ samsayatma vinasyati

$ nayam loko 'sti na paro
na sukhar samsayatmanah

The person ignorant of scripture (ajnas), or one who knows
scripture but has no faith in it (asraddadhanas), or one who
is doubttul of attaining the goal even with faith
(sarm$ayatma), perishes (vinasyati). One who is aftlicted
with doubt (sarmSayatmanah) attains nothing in this life
(nayam loko 'sti), nothing in the next (na paro), and no
happiness (na sukham).



Baladeva

Having described those qualified for knowledge and the results, the
Lord now describes the unqualified person and the result for that

person.
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destroyed.




Baladeva

This means he deviates from his own interest.
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mely criticized.

This doubttul per oes not have happiness fro

the next world.




Baladeva

Happiness is generated from actions prescribed by scriptures.

That action is_accompanied by knowledge of the individual
atma.

Where is that happiness for one who has doubts about
attaining the goal?




Srila Prabhupada

Qut of many standard and authoritative revealed scriptures,

the Bhagavad-gita is the best. Persons who are almost like
animals have no{aith—in—or—knowledge of the standard

revealed scriptures; and—seome,_even though they have
knowledge of or can cite passages from, the revealed

scriptures, have actually no faith in these words.

And even though others may have faith in scriptures like
Bhagavad-gita, they do not believe in or sworship the
Personality of Godhead. Sri Krsna.




Srila Prabhupada

Such persons cannot have any standing in Krsna
consciousness. They fall down.

Out of all the above-mentioned persons, those who have no

faith and are always doubtiul make no progress at all.

Men without faith in God and His revealed word find no good
13 this world, nor in the next.




Srila Prabhupada

For them there is no happiness whatsoever.

Qne should therefore follow the principles of revealed
scriptures with faith and thereby be raised to the platform of

knowledge.

QOnly this knowledge will help one become promoted to the

transcendental platform of spiritual understanding.
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In other words, doubttul persons have no status whatsoever in
spiritual emancipation.

One should therefore follow in the footsteps of great acarvas
who are in the disciplic succession and thereby attain success.




Section-I

Kill the Demon of Doubt to
gain Confidence (contd...)



One who has faith is certainly without doubts, because the
word faith means firm conviction.

As long as doubts are there, firm conviction cannot remain in
the heart.

Therefore faithful living entities are always doubtless.




Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu has ordered all Vaisnavas to first
understand  three  truths-sambandha, abhidheya, and
prayojana.

There are ten principle subjects in these three truths.
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. The Vedas are the principal scriptural evidence, which in
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turn expound the following nine principles:
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. Krsna is the Supreme Absolute Truth. l—%«u:su:: |
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. Krsna 1s omnipotent.

. He is the fountainhead of all relationships and love)




The living entities are His separated parts and parcels.
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The living entity, due to his constitutional situation as
the marginal energy, may come under the sway of the

material energy. __y couatrear 88 (wdse il VD)
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Again, due to his marginal nature, the living entity in the
liberated condition is free of the intluence of material
nature.




8. The living entity and everything in this material cosmos
is_simultaneously one and different from the Supreme
Lord, Krsna.
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9. Pure devotional service is the living entity’s occupation

and means.
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10. Pure love of Krsna is the living entity’s ultimate goal."




Section-II
Dasa-mula-tattva

1. Sabda Pramana is Highest



The first is that Vedic literatures are the only authority. In
order to ascertain the truth, one must accept authority.

There are nine realities, which can only be known through
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Different scriptures have defined different authorities. Some
say pratyaksa, or direct understanding, some say anumana,
or hypothetical understanding, and some say upamana, or

analogies, are authorities.




And others include other subjects as authorities.

All other authorities, however, are considered auxiliary

authorities by the Vaisnava literatures propounded by Sriman
Mahaprabhu.

Therefore the self-perfect authority received through the
disciplic succession is the only principle authority to be
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All the natures that exist in this world are divided into two
categories-some are inconceivable and some are conceivable.

The material natures are conceivable because they
automatically awaken in the course of thinking.

S

Spiritual nature is inconceivable because it is not perceivable

by people'sfpoor tund of knowledge.|
Ls pogt..




Inconceivable natures cannot be known without selt-

realization.
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Theretore there is no entrance into inconceivable subjects for
authorities like pratyaksa, which are included in the category

of argument.

That is why Sr1 Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu (as quoted from the
Mahabharata, Udyoga-parva) says:



acintyah khalu ye bhava

na tarms tarkena yojayet
prakrtibhyah param yac ca

tad acintyasya laksanam

"Anything transcendental to material nature is inconceivable
and thus cannot be grasped through mundane arguments.
Theretore one should not try to understand transcendental

subjects in this way."

(There is no entrance for pratvaksa and anumana in that staid




In order to know the inconceivable nature, selt-realization is
the only means.

Seli-realization is almost impossible for ordinary people.

Seeing people's terrible madness, the most merciful Supreme
Lord manifested the Vedic literatures.
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In the Caitanya-caritimrta (Madhya 20.122, 124, 125) Sri
Caitanya Mahaprabhu has said:

maya-mugdha jivera nahi svatah krsna-jfiana
jivere krpaya kaila krsna veda-purana

“

The conditioned soul cannot revive his Krsna consciousness
by his own effort. But_out of causeless mercy, [.ord Krsna
compiled the Vedic literature and its supplements, the
Puranas.




veda-$astra kahe-'sambandha', 'abhidheya', 'prayojana’,
'krsna'-prapya sambandha, 'bhakti'-praptyera sadhana

abhidheya-nama 'bhakti', 'prema'-prayojana
purusartha-siromani prema maha-dhana

The Vedic literatures give information about the living entity's eternal
relationship with Krsna, which is called sambandha. The living entity's
understanding of this relationship and acting accordingly is called abhidheya.
Returning home, back to Godhead, is the ultimate goal of life and is called
prayojana. Devotional service, or sense activity for the satistaction of the Lord,
is called abhidheya because it can develop one's original love ot Godhead,
which is the goal of life. This goal is the living entity's topmost interest and
greatest wealth. Thus one attains the platform of transcendental loving service
unto the Lord."



To know the inconceivable nature, the Vedic authority alone
should be accepted.

There is one other consideration in this regard.

The Vedic knowledge received through the guru-parampara
is called amnava.




There are so many subjects in the Vedas, and there are
various instructions for different qualifications.

Among all qualifications, the qualification for devotional life
is the topmost.

By the strength of their devotional service, the previous
mahajanas have awakened to self-realization and thereby
separately written instructions regarding the qualifications
for devotional service as mentioned in the Vedas.




Therefore the Vedic statements ascertained by the previous
mahajanas as relating to the qualifications tor devotion are all
called amnaya, and it is necessary to learn them.

[t is impossible to enter into the inconceivable nature
without receiving the full mercy of the spiritual master.

The instruction of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu in this regard is
given in Caitanya-caritamrta (Madhya 20.127-136):




Section-II
Dasa-mula-tattva

5. Jivas are parts of Krsna and
are innumerable



While considering the fourth reality, the amnaya says that the living
entities are minute particles of the spiritual sun, Krsna, and they are
innumerable. B

As the spiritual world is manifested by Krsna's cit, or spiritual,
potency and as the material world is manifested by the inferior
illusory energy, similarly the living entities are manifested by a
portion of the spiritual energy. B
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Krsna's spiritual form has all qualities in full, and those qualities are
naturally present in the living entities in minute quantity.




The independent nature of Krsna is found insignificantly in
the living entities. B

For this reason the living entities claim to be independent.

As_a result, all living entities have developed ditferent
propensities.




By one propensity the living entity searches for his own
happiness, and by another propensity he searches forKrsna's
happiness.

Thus living entities are divided into two groups—those

searching for their own happiness and those searching for

Krsna's happiness.

Those who search for Krsna's happiness are called nitya-
mukta, and those who search for their own happiness are
called nitya-baddha.




In this regard, all inconceivable natures are under the
subordination of spiritual time.
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The time factor of the Spiritual nature is a state of eternal
present.

But in the inferior illusory energy there are three states of
existence—past, present, and future.




So whatever considerations arise in this regard, if related
with the spiritual time factor, then no doubts will remain;
but it seen otherwise, then doubts will remain.

Why did a pure spirit soul search for his own happiness?

If one puts forward such a question, then doubts arising from
the material time factor will manifest.




If one can give up such doubts then he can perform

g

devotional service, otherwise there will only be a series of
arguments.

If arguments are related to the inconceivable nature, then

anarthas arise.




