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Verse, Translation and
Purport



1 6.2.28 ||
vrddhav anathau pitarau
nanya-bandhi tapasvinau

aho mayadhuna tyaktav
akrtajfiena nicavat

My father and mother were old and had no other son or friend to
look after them. Because I did not take care of them, they lived with
great difficulty. Alas, like an abominable lower-class man, I
ungratefully left them in that condition.




Srila Prabhupada’s
Purport



According to Vedic civilization, everyone has the responsibility for
taking care of brahmanas, old men, women, children and cows.

This is the duty of everyone, especially an upper-class person.

Because of his association with a prostitute, Ajdmila abandoned all his
duties.

Regretting this_Ajamila now considered himself quite fallen.




Discussion



Section-I

Overview of the chapter till now....



Part-1

Visnudiitas chastise the
Yamadutas

(SB 6.2.1-6)



Visnudutas chastise the Yamadutas (SB 6.2.1-6)

16.2.1 |
Sri-badarayanir uvaca
evam te bhEgavad-cl_ﬁtél
yamaduitabhibhasitam
upadharyatha tan rajan
pratyahur naya-kovidah

Sukadeva Gosvami said: O King (rajan)! The servants of Lord
Visnu (bhagavad-data), expert in rules of conduct (haya-
kovidé@, replied as follows (evarh pratyahuh) after hearing (atha
upadharya) the statements of the Yamadutas (tan yamaduta

abhibhasitam).




Visnudiuitas chastise the Yamadutas (SB 6.2.1-6)

16.2.2 |
sri-visnuduta acuh
aho kastam dharma-drsam
adharmah sprsate sabham
yatradandyesv apapesu
dando yair dhriyate vrtha

The servants of Visnu said: This is a calamity (aho kastar)!
Adharma has touched (adharmah sprsate) the assembly of
authorities on dharma (dharma-drsam sabham), where punishment

(yatra dandah) is unnecessarily being given (vrtha dhriyate) to the

sinless (apapesu), who are not to be punished (adandyesu).




Ah! We know you are servants of Yama, but why do you speak such
nonsense?

We can understand that the authority of this King of dharma to be of
opposite quality.

That is expressed in this verse.

We have never heard such tacts till now (aho)!




What will happen to the people by such injustice (kastham)?

\hmc.»j"a‘s
“Who are you to criticize? What are you criticizing?”

Please listen to what we say.

Adharma is contaminating the assembly of those who judge dharma.




They see dharma as adharma.

In this assembly, punishment is allotted to persons without sin who
should thus not be punished.

The assembly is displaying adharma.




Visnudiitas chastise the Yamadutas (SB 6.2.1-6)

16.2.3 1|
prajanam pitaro ye ca
sastarah sadhavalh samah
yadi syat tesu vaisamyarn
kam yanti s$aranam prajah

~ . . . X
The protectors of the citizens (ye prajanam pitarah) are instructors

(sastarah), endowed with proﬁer character (sadhaval)), and are
equal in happiness™nd distress (samah). If they show opposite

tendencies (yadi syat tesu vaisamyarh), where will the citizens go
for protection (karm yanti Saranar prajah)?




Please listen.

We have heard that your master is a protector, who implements laws,
possesses good qualities and is equal to all.

Why has this now become untrue?

.=

The leader should be a father, showing atfection.




He should be an instructor of laws, to teach dharma.

S

He should be proper in character, to benetit all people.

He should be equal, taking his own happiness and distress equally.

The opposite is a protector who gives sullering to the people, who, though a
teacher, does not teach dharma to his servants, who . though of proper
character, does not act for everyone’s benefit, and though equipoised, is
ignorant of others’ sutfering.

————

This is a disaster for the public and intolerable for us.



Visnudiuitas chastise the Yamadutas (SB 6.2.1-6)

1 6.2.4 ||
yad yad acarati Sreyan
“itaras tat tad ihate
sa yat pramanarh kurute
lokas tad anuvartate

Whatever the excellent man performs (yad yad acarati sreyan), the
others tollow (itarah tat tad 1hate). The people tollow (lokas tad

anuvartate) whatever he sets as the standard (sa yat pramanar
kurute).

The path of dharma will be very quickly covered up.



Visnudutas chastise the Yamadutas (SB 6.2.1-6)

16.2.5-6 ||

yasyanke Sira adhaya
lokah svapiti nirvrtah
svayam dharmam adharmam v3

na hi veda yatha pasuh

sa katham nyarpitatmanar
KriZ-mAITan acetanam
visrambhaniyo bhuitanam
saghrno dogdhum arhati

The common people (lokah), like animals (yatha pasuh), sleeping peacetully (svapiti nirvrtah) with
their heads on the lap of the master (yasya anke sSira adhaya), do not know (syayam na hi veda)
dharma and adharma (dharmam adharmam wa). How can the compassionate leader (katharn sa

saghrnah), who should have the trust of all beings (visrambhansyre-bhetanam), give pain (dogdhum
qrhatlz to those who have surrendered—in friendship (krta-maitram nyarpita atmanarh), and have

undeveloped consciousness (acetanam)?




Because of the betrayal of trust, we speak of further adharma.

Why should he trust the leader?

The leader should be worthy of being trusted and should be compassionate to
all beings.

.



Part-11

Visnuditas glority the
HolyName
(SB 6.2.7-19)



Visnudiitas glority the HolyName (SB 6.2.7-19)

16.2.7 |
ayam hi krta-nirveso
janma-koty-amhasam api
yad vyajahara vivaso
nama svasty-ayanam hareh

This person (ayarm) has performed atonement (krta-nirveso)
for the sins of ten million births (janma-koty-arihasam api)
since he has spontaneously chanted (vivaso vyajahara) the
auspicious name of the Lord (hareh svasty-ayanam nama).




“You castigate us, but what olftenses have we and our master committed in
taking away Ajamila to purify him, since he has performed no atonements

for over a thousand great sins?” \’\/«uwg

——/

He has certainly performed atonement, not only for the sins of one lite, but
for ten thousand lives, since (yat) he has chanted the name of the Lord even
though it was done unconsciously.

The smrtis say:
namno hi yavati saktih papa-nirharane hareh
tavat karturh na $aknoti patakam pataki narah

A sinful man cannot commit as many sins as can be destroyed by the power
of the Lord’s name. Visnu Purana




avasenapi yan namni kirtite sarva-patakaih
puman vimucyate sadyah sithha-trastair mrgair iva

A human is freed from all sins when he chants the Lord’s name even

unconsciously. The sins tlee like animals frightened of a lion. Visnu Purana
6.8.19

Not only does chanting the Lord’ name cause atonement but is the cause ot
liberation (svastyayanam).

sakrd uccaritam yena harir ity aksara-dvayam
baddha-parikaras tena moksaya gamanarn prati

Whoever chants the two syllables “Hari” only once is fit for attaining
liberation. Skanda Purana




Visnudiitas glority the HolyName (SB 6.2.7-19)

16.2.8 ||
etenaiva hy aghono 'sva
krtam syad agha-niskrtam
yada narayanayeti
jagada catur-aksaram

When he chanted the four syllables (yada jagada etena catur-
aksaram) “Narayana (narayanaya iti),” atonement (agha-
niskrtam) for the sins he committed (asya krtam aghonah)
has been accomplished (syad).




“But Ajamila did not chant with awareness that this was atonement.

He called out for his son because he was alraid of us.”

You do not understand the truth. Being materialistic, you do not
understand.

Even by calling for his son while not seeking to make atonement,
atonement of this sinner (aghonah) was accomplished.




Just chanting at this time for his son is the atonement for all his
sins. ]

————

However, previously he chanted in ungrammatical language, “O
Narayana, come here, from your mother’s lap to my lap.”

The atonement took place then.

Not only chanting four syllables, but chanting the Lord’s name in
two syllables or one syllable also destroys all sins.
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Visnudutas glority the HolyName (SB 6.2.7-19)

I 6.2.9-10 ||
s%h surﬁ;pﬁﬁtra— frug
‘brahma-ha guru-talpa-gah
stri-raja-pitr-go-hanta
Ve ca patakino 'pare

sarvesam apy aghavatam
idam eva suniskrtam_

nama-vyaharanam visnor
yatas tad-visaya matih

The chanting of the holy name of Lord Visnu (visnoh nama-vyaharanarm) is the best process of
atonement (eva suniskrtam) for a thief, for a drunkard, for one who betrays a friend or relative
(stenah sura-pah mitra-dhrug), for one who kills a brahmana, for one who indulges in sex with the
wife of his guru or another superior (brahma-ha guru-talpa-gah), for one who kills women, the king,
his father, or cows (stri-raja-pitr-go-hanta), and for all other sinful men (ye ca patakino apare).
Simply by chanting the holy name of Lord Visnu (idam eva), such sinful persons (sarvesam apy
aghavatam) attract the attention of the Supreme Lord (yatah tad-visaya matih).



The Mystery of Ajamila’s
Deliverance

Part-1 Power of the Holy Name



The Mystery of Ajamila’s Deliverance

Part-1 Power of the Holy Name

How can namabhasa
destroy such grave
sins, which even 12
years of atonement

cannaot do?

Atonement can destroy

Chanting destroys the effect of sin, but not
root of sin. root which is envy

towards Lord



The Mystery of Ajamila’s Deliverance

Part-1 Power of the Holy Name

Vishnudutassay...

Lord sent us while Ajamila chanted | The first time when
Narayana. Ajamila called
How much more will the Lord remember a .“NE”_E"I"E'“E'“ »allhis
person who chants with service attitude sins were destroyed.

Further chanting Text 7 —Yad
produced Bhakti vyajahara (past
lajnata sukrti tense) also indicates

leadingto Bhakti) that



The Mystery of Ajamila’s Deliverance

Part-1 Power of the Holy Name

What about the repeated sins even after the first
chanting # He had to chant at the end of his life to

destroy them, correct?

Mo mention of time span —
so evenything, including
ignorance was destroyed

by the first chanting

Mo, 5B 6.2.16 says, vaikuntha nama grahanam
asesagha-haram : Unlimited sins are destroyed
by chanting

All sins inthe present, past and future are By hearing one of YoUr names once, SB 5.1.35— Even
quickly destroyed by chanting the name of even the outcaste is delivered from an outcaste
Govinda which is like fire. the material world, 5B 6.16.44 becomes free by

chanting the
names of Lord
EVen once



The Mystery of Ajamila’s Deliverance

Part-1 Power of the Holy Name

If root was gone, why
did he rermain attached
to commit sin?

Lord will cause
cortinuance of sin 50
that ather philosophies
won't be uprooted (like

karma-kanda)

Karmas of Jivanmukta
remain for some time

just like impressions

Similarly, Ajamila’s sins Otherwise, people
were like the bite of wont have any other
toothless snake which opticn but Bhakti. But

didn’t generate results. Krishna is not forcing



The Mystery of Ajamila’s
Deliverance

Part-II An Insight into Otfenses



The Mystery of Ajamila’s Deliverance

Part-I1 An Insight into Offenses

lsn't this explanation
too much
exaggeration ar
interpretation?

Its an offense to think
like that

1. By that, one falls to hell = Padma Purana

2. One who interprets the name is hurled into the deep gloom of material
existence.

3. Jaimini S3amhita = Persons who interpret stay in hell forever



The Mystery of Ajamila’s Deliverance

Part-I1 An Insight into Offenses

Even Parikshit Maharaj
said — Atonement is
useless like elephant

bathing

PM condemned
atonement because
tendency for sin
remains

But he doesn’t criticize
Bhakti, though
tendency remains

Eg: Smartas, though
knowing the scriptures,
and chanting, continue
In frightful existence of

samsara

Eg: Ajamila attained
Vaikuntha by
namabhasa



The Mystery of Ajamila’s Deliverance

Part-I1 An Insight into Offenses

But don't worry, by
seeing such power in
the HN, everyone
won't be liberated
immediately.

In most cases, HN

) ) Some cases, name
shows its fruits after !

shows no effects so as
not to disturb karma-
kanda etc.

Then the name takes
the offenseless chanter
to His abode.

some time, just as
trees don't bear fruits
immediately.



The Mystery of Ajamila’s Deliverance

Part-I1 An Insight into Offenses

Ok. Interpreters should go to hell due to offense.

But,

1] All, including karmis, jnanis etc. should not go to hell if they chant, if chanting destroys
all sins.

Z) Even the bhakta, including others should go to hell, if chanting doesn't destroy sins.

MName is like the
merchant — Those who
want the results of

Merchant will protect or not protect karma, jnana while
his servant depending upon the ta kln'g shelter of
person is surrenderad or offending Bhakti-devi, although

il they are offenders (gt

offense], still merciful
Bhakti-devi will give
some result)

And, merchant will
show mercy to the

degree the offense
diminishes.



The Mystery of Ajamila’s
Deliverance

Part-11I Glory of Bhakti over other
Processes



The Mystery of Ajamila’s Deliverance

Part-III Glory of Bhakti over other Processes

I Bhakti-devi's Compassionate Mood :

1] Since karmis, jnanis have taken
shelter of Her, even though secondarily,
She gives the results of karma, jnanato
them. For atoners, She will destroy the
sins If Bhaktiis a limb in atonement. (if

not, they go to hell)

Devotees don't need

to perform
atonements.

If they perform
the 151, 5t gr gth
offense, then
Bhakti-devi gives
them no results

If they become free from offense, and chant, o
results will be there in proportion to destruction If, by devotee association, offenses are destroyed fully,
of offenses then results of chanting are certain



The Mystery of Ajamila’s Deliverance

Part-III Glory of Bhakti over other Processes

But Ajamila was previously involved in karma
as per Yamadutas (He performed secondary
Bhakti)

True. By his sinful acts, his brahminical status
and pious karma were destroyed.
Consequently, his secondary Bhakti was also
destroyed,

Fure Bhakti appeared when he called out his
- son “Marayana”.

But, how can performing Bhakti as a limb of
karma and jnana be offensive?

-
Far people with crooked mentality not having faith in Bhakti,

scriptural statements permitting secondary Bhakti should not
be considered authoritative.

His fault of violence (8% Offense) is not destroyed, though he
may get results of karma and jnana.




The Mystery of Ajamila’s Deliverance

Part-1Il1 Glory of Bhakti over other Processes

Offenders accepting a
Vaishnava guru, are callad
Vaishnavas.

Having Offense, Not waorshipping
the Lord Properly, continue tosin,

i - ) Acrording to degree of Bhakt, don t.EE' to hiell
e L destruction of offenses will happan
paresanubhava...
5B 11.14. 16—yatha
yathatma
SB1.2.17

For thoss withaout
offense, onky 2 stages —

Their Materizl

Ref —SB

Chanting, and attaini - They don’t They continue to
As their E{h,mhg e ST L take birth due experience the results are given by
d deva siddha the Lord.
offenzes are _Ref: 5B 4.75.29 . 10 Karma, undesiroyad
gradually T Rief — yamaraj Ref : 5B 1L.5.19 affects of sin. Ref—561.2.9
destroyed and Those whowant spacial 375 —¥ou With increase of Their sufferingis
ke diery prema are delayed. Eg: must leave They accept haktl. aff h Erd
ey attain the tarta Bharsts the T Bihakii, offenses, ghven by the Lord—
Lord, they are e Rl TR happiness and root will be Like doctor making
liberated vt o distress ghven dastroyad. person fast and
S by the Lord They may take 1,2 gwlndg I-_rm_-r
Ref—SB ar 3 lifetimes. redacine,
Raf - 5B 10888

10.87.40



The Mystery of Ajamila’s Deliverance

Part-1Il1 Glory of Bhakti over other Processes

Obstacles in being
Vaishnava = 5, 6 and

gt Offense

Very strong Offenses —
15t and 7t

Effects will be Solution : Continue to
destroyed by continual chant while suffering
chanting (without the appropriately for the

suffering). offenses



The Mystery of Ajamila’s
Deliverance

Part-IV Need of Guru



The Mystery of Ajamila’s Deliverance

Part-IV Need of Guru

rl'.‘lﬂEﬁdEfE,withnut karma & jmana, but practicing
Bhaktl with hearing and chanting, but not taken
initiation, nat surrendered to guru are also calked

N ) -| No. Its not correct, Guru
Ref — Panini Sutras— - is absolutaly essential.
50, such persons akso should not fall to hel, He is the captain.

Ref — 58 11.20.17

But Ajarmila attained the Lord withaout
the mercy of Guru.

Those wiho purs.e
semge ohjects, like

comss and asses, But if ane thinks — I'll not take

cannot know uru, I'll just chant, he wont

Chanting doas not Bury, \ !
Lc:-r-:i.g?att- O derasatici — attain the Lord.
L initiation, ather
But, as for activioes, Itis salf-

Alarmila, they can sufficient.
be delivered ewven

withaut Guru.

If he destroys his offanse

having surrenderad to Gury,
hee will attain the Lord



The Mystery of Ajamila’s
Deliverance

Part-V Further Mercy of The
Lord



The Mystery of Ajamila’s Deliverance

Part-V Further Mercy of The Lord

Some say - Persons worshipping
devatas arelike the karmis with sin and
offense.

Others say that Bhakti-devi places
thern im an even lower category
because of no general surrender.

BG 9.23 - Ye ‘py anya devata...

For simply offenders, no deliverance.
BG 16,19 —tan aham..

some say, the offenders’ offenses
are also destroyed by absorption

to the Lord.
58 7.1.30

Some, just by being killed by the

Some say — absorption means Others say —No absolute rule when Lord, attained the Lord. Eg;

repeated meditation

Erishina appears in this world. Marakasura



Visnuditas glorify the HolyName (SB 6.2.7-19)

| 6.2.11 ||
na niskrtair uditair brahma-vadibhis
tatha visuddhyaty aghavan vratadibhih
yatha harer nama-padair udahrtais
tad uttamasloka-gunopalambhakam

A sinful man is not puritied (na yatha visuddhyaty aghavan) by abundant
atonement (niskrtaih), or by vows (vratadibhih) mentioned by Manu and
others (brahma-vadibhih uditaih), as much as he is purified (tatha
visuddhvaty) by_chanting even some portions of the names of the Lord
(hareh nama-padaih udahrtaih), which produce realization ol his qualities

(tad uttamasloka-guna-upalambhakam).




1he name 1S described In two verses as most excellent, even
for acting as atonement for all of the greatest sins.

Nama-padaih means “just by some indications of the name,
such as calling out the name of a son.”

Or it can mean one inflected word indicating the Lord.

The name should be chanted but the mind may be attentive or
not.




He may be sinful, without even following karma or
other scriptural process.

And not only does the name uproot sin completely.

One realizes the Tord’s qualities, beauty, powers and
sweetness.




Or another meaning is as follows.

“But how can grave sins which are destroyed only by great austerities
and vows be destroyed by casual chanting of the name?”

The name indicates the power (guna) of the Lord having great fame.

c—

The name removes great sin because it is the name of the most
powerful Supreme Lord.



Visnudutas glority the HolyName (SB 6.2.7-19)

aw g BT
\\/p’\\b\"v’ ” 6-2-]—2 ” C,m',...w_s—és&'ébﬁ

ao>
> naikantikarm tad dhi krte 'pi niskrte ——=
manah punar dhavati ced asat-pathe o~
\@@ tat karma-nirharam abhipsatam harer 5

gunfnvadah khalu sattva-bhavanah St ki

B e e B T T e o
Since even after atonement (tad krte niskrte api) the mind again
pursues material enjoyment (manah punar asat-pathe dhavati), for
people desiring complete destruction of material desire (tat
ekantikamm karma-nirharam abhipsatam), continuous chanting of
the qualities of the Lord (hareh guna anuvadah) is the only means

of purification (khalu sattva-bhavanah).




“Why do you criticize committing sin again after doing
atonements?

-—

We can explain that this is similar to being bitten by a snake
without any teeth since it is caused simply by remaining

impressions (just as you explain about commission of sin
after chanting.”



You are mistaken.

Our explanation of the name is valid because of statements that the
name destroys all sins along with desires.
> E¥s

g

[t is not simply imagination.

How can you make your claim, since there are no statements in the
scriptures concerning atonement which claim destruction of all
desires, and even in the exaggerated claims of karma-kanda, one
does not hear of decrease ot sintul desire.



Visnudutas glority the HolyName (SB 6.2.7-19)

16.2.13 |
athainarm mapanayata
krtasesagha-niskrtam

yad asau bhagavan-nama
mriyamanah samagrahit

Therefore (atha), do not take Ajamila (enamm ma apanayata) who
has pertormed unlimited atonement (krta asesa agha-niskrtam).
Because of being sinless (yad), he has pertectly chanted the name of

the Lord (asau bhagavan-nama samagrahit) while dying
(mriyamanah).



Because of this, do not take Ajamila. He has done unlimited
atonements.

This means at the time of naming his son Narayana, from his first
chanting, he accomplished all atonements.

This was also done without any offenses to the name either
previously or in this life.

Because he was sinless (yat), while dying he chanted the name.



If he had sin, how could he chant the name while dying? It
is said in the Gita:

yesam tv anta-gatam papam

jananarh punya-karmanam |
te dvandva-moha-nirmukta

bhajante mam drdha-vratah ||

But those whose sins have been destroyed by pious acts,
being free of the ignorance arising from duality by
worshipping me, then worship me with determination. BG

7.28



anta-kale ca mam eva smaran muktva kalevaram |
yah prayati sa madbhavam yati nasty atra samsayabh ||

At the point of death, he who leaves the body while knowing

me in truth, attains a nature similar to mine. Of this there is
no doubt. BG 8.5

Thus by the appearance of the name or-+its non-appearance

when dying, one can infer the absence of oifenses to the
name or the presence of offenses to the name.




Visnudtitas glority the HolyName (SB 6.2.7-19)

1 6.2.14 ||
sanketyar parihasyam va
stobham helananmreva—va
vaikuntha-nama-grahanam
asesagha-hararm viduh

Chanting the name of the Lord (vaikuntha-nama-grahanam) while
indicating someone else (sanketyam) or while joking in a friendly
manner (parihasyam), or chanting the Lord’s name in order to fill
up space while chanting verses (stobharm) or chanting with neglect
(helanam eva va) destroys unlimited sins and desires (asesa agha-

haram viduh) .



This chanting is also without criticism or disrespect.

nindarm bhagavatah srmvarms
tat-parasya janasya va
tato napaiti yah so ‘pi
yaty adhah sukrtac cyutah

Anyone who fails to immediately leave the place where he
hears criticism of the Supreme Lord or His tfaithtul devotee
will certainly fall down, bereft of his pious credit. SB
10.74.40



Thus criticism and disrespect such as Vena saying “What is
the use of Visnu?” is filled with fault (and thus does not have
eftect).

Asesagha-haramh means that not only all sins but also all
desires are destroyed by chanting.



Visnudutas glority the HolyName (5B 6.2.7-19)

16.2.15 |
patitah skhalito bhagnah
;andastas tapta ahatah

“harir ity avasenaha
puman narhati yatanah

A person (puman) who chants the name of the Lord (harih ity
avasena aha) while falling from a clitt (patitah), stumbling on the
road (skhalitah), receiving injury in his body (bhagnah), being
bitten by snakes (sandastah), being burned with tever (taptah) or
being attacked with sticks (ahatah) will not sufter hellish
punishment (na arhati yatanah).



Besides the above mentioned four types of chanting there is a
fiftth, chanting in conditions beyond one’s control, with
ditferent varieties.

Chanting while falling from a building, stumbling on the
road, breaking ones limbs, being bitten by a snake or other
animal, being burned by fever, or being attacked with sticks,
a person who is not a karmi, jiani etc. will still be free from

hell.



Visnudutas glority the HolyName (SB 6.2.7-19)

16.2.16 ||
guranar ca laghanar ca
guriuni ca laghuni ca
prayascittani papanam
jnatvoktani maharsibhih

The great sages (maharsibhih), understanding the limited nature of
atonements (papanam prayascittani jiatva), have said that (uktani)
severe atonements are prescribed for grave sins (gurtinam ca
gurini), and light atonements are prescribed for minor sins
(laghtinarm ca laghiini).



“According to the gravity of the sin, the scriptures say that
one must do a correspondingly severe austerity.

How is it that by chanting once in namabhasa all of the
gravest sins are destroyed?”

Because the atonements have limited power, such
arrangements are prescribed.



However, heaps of serious sins are destroyed by chanting
once even a portion of the name, since it has inconceivably
great power.

[t is as easy as Balarama’s ability to destroy the all Kauravas,
including Duryodana, in order to save Samba.



Visnuduitas glority the HolyName (SB 6.2.7-19)

16.2.17 ||
tais tany aghani piuyante
tapo-dana-vratadibhih
nadharmajam tad-dhrdayam
 tad apisanghri-sevaya

Sins are destroyed (tany aghani puyante) by austerity, charity and
vows (taih tapo-dana-vrata adibhih) but the root of sin is not
destroyed (na adharma-jam tad-hrdayam). However by bhakti to
the Lord, even the root of sin, namely desire, is destroyed (tad api
1sanghri-sevaya).



Visnudtitas glority the HolyName (SB 6.2.7-19)

16.2.18 ||
ajnanad athava jhanad
uttamasloka-nama yat

sankirtitam agham purnso

dahed edho yathanalah

Chanting the name of the Lord (uttama sloka-nama sankirtitam)
with or without knowledge (ajianad athava jhnanad) of its powers
(yat) destroys a man’s sins (purnsah aghar dahed), just as fire
destroys dry grass (yatha analah edhah).



Visnuduitas glorify the HolyName (SB 6.2.7-19)

16.2.19 ||
yathagadam viryatamam
upayuktam yadrcchaya
ajanato 'py atma-gunam
kuryan mantro 'py udahrtah

Just as powerful medicine (yatha viryatamam agadam) when taken without
knowledge of its powers (yadrcchaya upayuktar) still produces its ettects
quickly (atma-gunar kuryat), so chanting the name of the Lord also (mantro
udahrtah apy) produces ettects quickly (atma-gunarn kuryat), without
knowing its powers (ajanato apy).

Not only does the name destroy sin, but it bestows prema for the Lord.



Part-111

Ajamila gets released
(SB 6.2.20-25)



Ajamila gets released (SB 6.2.20-25)

16.2.20 |
$ri-Suka uvaca
ta evam suvinirniya
dharmam bhagavatar nrpa
tam yamya-pasan nirmucya
vipram mrtyor amumucan

Sukadeva Gosvami said: O King (nrpa)! Having thus perfectly defined with
reasoning and arguments(evarm suvinirniya) the principles of devotional
service (bhagavatarn dharmam), the order carriers of Lord Visnu (ta)
released the brahmana Ajamila (nirmucya tam vipram) from the bondage ot
the Yamadatas (yamya-pasan) and saved him from death (mrtyoh
amimucan).



Ajamila gets released (SB 6.2.20-25)

16.2.21 ||
iti pratyudita yamya
data yatva yamantikam
yama-rajiie yatha sarvam
acacaksur arindama

O subduer of all enemies (arindama)! After the servants of Yamaraja
had been answered by the order carriers of Lord Visnu in this way
(iti pratyudita yamya), they went to Yamardja (data yamantikam
yatva) and explained to him everything (yama-rajie yatha sarvam
acacaksuh).



Ajamila gets released (SB 6.2.20-25)

] 6.2.22 ||
dvijah pasad vinirmukto
gata-bhih prakrtim gatah
vavande Sirasa visnoh
kinkaran darSanotsavah

Having been released from the nooses of Yamaraja's servants (pasad
vinirmuktah), Ajamila (dvijah), now free from fear (gata-bhih),
came to his senses (prakrtimm gatah) and, pleased by the presence ot
Visnu’s servants (visnoh kinkaran darsana utsavah), oftered
obeisance to them by bowing his head at their lotus feet (Sirasa
vavande).




Ajamila gets released (SB 6.2.20-25)

16.2.23 ||
tarh vivaksum abhipretya
mahapurusa-kinkarah
sahasa pasSyatas tasya
tatrantardadhire 'nagha

O sinless Pariksit (anagha)! Knowing that Ajamila wanted to
speak to them (tarn vivaksum abhipretya), the servants of
the Lord (mahapurusa-kinkarah) suddenly disappeared
(sahasa antardadhire) while he watched (tasya pasyatah).



Though Ajamila had some remaining time left, because of sins, hlS

11fe span was reduced according to scriptural laws.

Knowing this, the servants of Yama began pulling him from his

body. =

This time was designated as his time of death, but actually because of
the destruction of his sins, his life did not end at that time.

Thus the Visnu-datas disappeared, since he had remaining time left.



Ajamila gets released (SB 6.2.20-25)

I 6.2.24-25 ||
ajamilo 'py athakarnya datanam yama-krsnayoh
dharmarh bhagavatam suddham trai-vedyam ca gunasrayam

bhaktiman bhagavaty asu mahatmya-sravanad dhareh
anutapo mahan asit smarato 'Subham atmanah

Hearing (akarnya) about the pure dharma approved by the Lord (Suddham bhagavatam
dharmar) from the servants of Visnu (krsna dutanam) and the impure dharma
recommended in the three Vedas (trai-vedyam ca gunasrayam) from the servants of
Yama (yama datanar), Ajamila (ajamilah), quickly became filled with devotion to the
Lord (asu bhagavaty bhaktiman asit) from hearing the greatness of the Lord (hareh
mahatmya-sravanad), became repentant (mahan anutapo asit) on remembering his
sinful actions (atmanah asubham smaratah).



Part-1V

Ajamila’s lamentation &

resolutions
(SB 6.2.26-38)



Ajamila’s lamentation & resolutions (SB 6.2.26-38)

16.2.26 ||
aho me paramarnh kastam
abhtd avijitatmanah
yena viplavitam brahma
vrsalyam jayatatmana

Oh (aho)! With uncontrolled senses (avijita atmanah) I have fallen
into a miserable condition (me paramarn kastam abhtd), by which
(yena) I destroyed my status as a brahmana (brahma viplavitam) by
bearing sons in a sidra woman (vrsalyam jayatatmana).



Ajamila’s lamentation & resolutions (SB 6.2.26-38)

16.2.27 ||
dhin mam vigarhitam sadbhir
duskrtam kula-kajjalam
hitva balarn satim yo 'ham
sura-pim asatim agam

I am unfortunate (dhik mam), having committed sin (duskrtar)
and detamed my family (kula-kajjalam). I am condemned by the
civilized (sadbhih vigarhitarn)! Giving up my faithtul wite (balam
satim hitva) 1 had relationships (aham agam) with an unchaste,
drunkard woman (sura-pim asatim).



Ajamila’s lamentation & resolutions (SB 6.2.26-38)

16.2.28 ||
vrddhav anathau pitarau
nanya-bandhu tapasvinau

aho mayadhuna tyaktav
akrtajfiena nicavat

Ungrateful and fallen (akrtajiena nicavat), in this life (adhuna) I
gave up (maya tyaktau) my aged mother and father (vrddhav
pitarau) with no shelter (anathau) and no friends (na anya-
bandht), who thus underwent great difficulties (tapasvinau).



Section-II

Bhakti, Repentence and
Prayascitta



Srila Prabhupada about
Repentence



This is the mentality of one who is becoming a pure devotee.

—

When one is elevated to the platform of devotional service by the

grace of the Lord and the spiritual master, one first regrets his past

sinful activities.

This helps one advance in spiritual life.




The Visnudiitas had given Ajamila the chance to become a pure

devotee, and the duty of a pure devotee is to regret his past sinful

activities in illicit sex, intoxication, meat-eating and gambling.

Not only should one give up his past bad habits, but he must always

regret his past sinful acts.

This is the standard of pure devotion.



A sense of Regret of his Past is
Natural for a Devotee

But. one should not allow the
regret to consume one’s
enthusiasm for Bhakti




jata-Sraddho mat-kathasu nirvinnah sarva-karmasu

veda duhkhatmakar kaman parityage 'py anisvarah

—

tato bhajeta mam pritah sraddhalur drtha-niscayah

jusamanas ca tan kaman duhkhodarkams ca garhayan

Having awakened faith in the narrations of My glories (jata-sraddho mat-kathasu),

being disgusted with all material activities (nirvinnah sarva-karmasu), knowing that

all sense gratification leads ta misery (veda duhkhatmakam kaman), but still being

unable to renounce all sense enjoyment (parityage apy aniSvarah), My devotee
should remain happy (tato|pritah)and worship Me (mam bhajeta) with great faith
and conviction (Sraddhalur {rtha-niscayah). Even though he is sometimes engaged

in sense enjoyment (jusamanas ca_tan kaman), My devotee knows that all sense

gratification leads to a miserable result (duhkha udarkams), and he sincerely repents
such activities (ca Farhavan). (SB 11.20.27-28)




Classic Symptoms of Vaidhi Sadhaka
jata-sSraddho mat-kathasu — Has awakened faith in the process of bhakti
nirvinnah sarva-karmasu — Disgusted with all material activities
veda duhkhatmakam kaman — Understands that sense gratification leads to misery
parityage 'py aniSvarah — Still unable to give up sense gratification

jusamanas ca tan kaman duhkhodarkams ca garhayan — Unable to give up sense gratification, he
sincerely repents for engaging in such acts

Krsna’s instructions to such Sadhakas

tato bhajeta mar pritah sraddhalur drtha-niscayah - Remain happy and worship Me with great
faith and conviction



But, one should not be consumed by
Guilt



16. |é0k2'1dy—avaéa vartita)- Not being controlled by lamentation or

other emotions

sokamarsadibhir bhavair
akrantarh yasya manasam |
katham tatra mukundasya

G

sphiirti-sambhavana bhavet

O—

How it is possible (katham) for Mukunda to appear (mukundasya
sphurti-sambhavana bhavet) in the mind (tatra) of a person whose
mind (yasya manasam) is afflicted (akrantam) with lamentation,
anger or other emotions (Soka amarsa adibhih bhavajh)? (Padma
Purana) T




Deep Regret over his Past
Consciousness is a symptom of Ruci)




"Oh friend, giving up the nectar of Krsna's names, why are you

engaging voursell in its for security and enjoyment, so hard to
2A2INgG | y JoY

attain?

What can I say? [ am unfortunate, for I am the lowest criminal.

pr—

Though I have received the mercy of the spiritual master 1 have not
understood its proper value.

——

Instead I have been wandering everywhere, and in that way I have
wasted my life.




Keeping a precious jewel tied in the hem of my cloth, I have been
searching out a cracked cowrie, a spot of false happiness between the
banks of the river of material engagements.

Not practicing any anga of bhakti, I have simply manifested lack of
energy. =

So deceitful T am, such is my sense of taste, that I lick up acrid-tasting
proiane gossip like nectar and remain apathetic to hear the names,
qualities and pastimes of the Lord.




How unfortunate I am! When 1 start to hear about the lord. I
comiortably fall asleep;and at any opportunity for vulgar discussion, I
prick up my ears and become wide awake.

In this way I have contaminated the assembly of devotees and
everything else. -

Qld and bent as [ am, what sintul act have I not performed, simply for

the satistaction of my insatiable belly?

o

——

I do not know what type of hell T will have to suffer for all my
activities.”




In this way the devotee will despair over his previous state of
consciousness with a taste oI disgust.




The ability to see past mistakes comes
from Purification



[ 11.14.26 ||
yatha yathatma parimrjyate ’sau
mat-punya-gatha-sravanabhidhanaih
tatha tatha pasyati vastu sitksmam
caksur yathaivanjana-samprayuktam

To the degree that the atma becomes puritied (yatha yatha atma
parimrjyate) by hearing and chanting my glories (mat-punya-gatha-
Sravana abhidhanaih), a person (tatha tatha asau) is able to perceive
(pasyati) my real form and qualities and experience their sweetness (vastu
sitksmam), just as the eye (yatha eva caksuh) when smeared with special
ointment is able to see finer objects (afijana-samprayuktam).



Starting with the first service, in proportion to the purification of the atma by
pure bhakti, and in proportion to the hearing, chanting and remembering, one
attains various degrees of realization of my sweetness.

In proportion to hearing and chanting my glories, one sees the real nature
(vastu) of my form and pastimes with an experience of sweetness (sitksmam).

One eye is better than being blind. Better than that is having both eyes.

Better than that is having the eyes anointed with special ointment so that one
sees finer objects.



But, what about rectitying mistakes
through Prayascitta???



Duties Expected of a Qualified Practitioner

ananusthanato doso_

bhakty-anganam prajayate.

na karmanam akaranad
esa bhakty-adhikarinam

nisiddhacarato daivat
prayascittam tu nocitam
itl vaisnava-sastranam
rahasyam tad-vidarh matam




Duties Expected of a Qualified Practitioner
Glyadds-
The person qualified for bhakti (esa bhakty-adhikarinam) is at fault
(dosah prajayate) for failing to perform all of the important angas of
bhakti (bhakty-anganam akaranad). But he is not at fault for failing
to_ perform the duties of varna and asrama (na karmanam
akaranad).

If he, by chance (daivat), happens to commit some sin (nisiddha
acarato), there is no atonement prescribed for him (prayascittam tu
na ucitam). This is the opinion (iti matam) of those who know the
secret of Vaisnava scriptures (vaisnava-sastranam rahasyarm tad-
vidam).




Duties Expected of a Qualified Practitioner
[t is a fault if those qualified for bhakti fail to perform the required
angas of bhakti such as observance of Ekadasi or Janmastami.

[t is not a fault if they do not perform varnasrama activities.

If they commit forbidden acts because of intluence of previous
vaisnava-aparadha, atonement is not required, since these pure
devotees do not have a natural tendency for sinftul actions.



Duties Expected of a Qualitied Practitioner

Bhakti alone acts as atonement. This is the conclusion of the

Vaisnava scriptures.

There is no fault if a person does not pertorm all the sixty-four angas

of bhakti.

The essential angas are the first twenty and the last five.



Summary of the Duties Expected of a Sadhaka

. He is at fault for failing to perform the essential angas of Bhakti.

. He is not at fault for failing to perform the duties of Varna and Asrama

. It he commits a forbidden activity, he need not perform the Karma-Kandiya

Prayascitta.

. For such a person, Bhakti alone acts as his atonement.



Proot for the Duties Expected of a Qualified Practitioner

sva-pada-milam bhajatah priyasya
tyaktanya-bhavasya harih paresah

vikarma yac cotpatitam katharicid
dhunoti sarvarn hrdi sannivistah

o—

One who has thus given up all other engagements (tyakta anya-bhavasya)
and has taken full shelter at the lotus feet of Hari (sva-pada-mitlam
bhajatah), the Supreme Personality of Godhead (paresah), is very dear to
the Lord (harih priyasya). Indeed, it such a surrendered soul accidentally
commits some sinful activity (kathaficid yad vikarma), the Supreme
Personality of Godhead, who is seated within everyone’s heart (sarvam
hrdi sannivistah), immediately takes away (dhunoti) the reaction to such
sin (yat utpatitam ). (SB 11.5.42)




Proof of Duties Expected of a Qualitied Practitioner

sarva-dharman parityajya
mam ekar saranar vraja |

aham tvam sarva-papebhyo,
moksayisyamijma sucah

Giving up all dharmas (sarva-dharman parityajya), surrender to Me
alone (mam ekarn Saranam vraja). 1 will deliver you (aham tvarm
moksayisyami) from all sins (sarva-papebhyo). Do not worry (ma
sucah). (BG 18.66)




