Bhakti Sangha Bhagavatam Class

6.14.21-22



Verse, Translation and
Purport



I 6.14.21 ||
atmanah priyate natma
paratah svata eva va
laksaye 'labdha-kamar tvarm
cintaya $abalarh mukham

O _King Citraketu, I can observe that your mind is not pleased. You

seem not to have achieved your desired goal. Is this because of you

yourself, or has it been caused by others? Your pale face reflects your
deep anxiety.




1 6.14.22 ||
evam vikalpito rajan
vidusa muninapi sah
prasrayavanato 'bhyaha
praja-kamas tato munim

Sukadeva Gosvami said: O King Pariksit, although the great sage
Angira knew everything, he inquired from the king in this way. Thus
King Citraketu, desiring a son, bent low in great humility and spoke
to the great sage as follows.




Srila Prabhupada’s
Purport



Since the face is the index to the mind, a saintly person can study the
condition of one's mind by seeing his face.

When Angira Rsi remarked about the king's discolored face, King Citraketu
explained the cause of his anxiety as tollows.




Discussion



Recap of the Story till now



Theme-1: Pariksit’s inquiry
about Vrtrasura’s exaltedness as
a devotee (1-7)




16.14.1 ||
Sri-pariksid uvaca
rajas-tamah-svabhavasya
brahman vrtrasya papmanah
narayane bhagavati
katham asid drdha matih

King Pariksit said: O brdhmana (brahman)! Since he was sinful
(papmanah), with a nature of rajas and tamas (rajas-tamah-
svabhavasya), how could Vrtrasura (katham vrtrasya) have firm
attachment to Narayana (narayane bhagavati drdha matih asid)?




Who becomes an Asura?

The Validity of Pariksit
Maharaj’s Question




116.18 |
ahankararm balarh darpam
kamam krodhar ca samsritah
mam atma-para-dehesu
pradvisanto 'bhyastyakah

Surrendered (samsritah) to , @, @rrog@ (ahankarar
balamm darpam),Tust, and anger (kamar &rodham ca), they hate Me

situated in their own and others’ bodies (mam atma-para-dehesu

pradvisantah), and find fault in the qualities of the devotees
(abhyastaiyakah).

Surrendered to ego. strength, arrogance, lust, and anger, they hate Me
situated in their own and others” bodies, and find fault in the qualities

of the Vedas and Me.




SVCT

They disrespect Me (pradvisantah), the Paramatma, who am situated
in their own and others bodies (atma-para-dehesu).

Or they hate Me who am situated in the bodies of the devotees who
are surrendered to Paramatma (atma-para-dehesu mam).

They hate Me, since they hate the devotees who have surrendered to
Me. -

And they find fault in the qualities of the devotees (abhyasayakah).



1 16.19 ||
tan aham dvisatah kriiran
samsaresu naradhaman
ksipamy ajasram asubhan
asurisv eva yonisu

I cast (aham ksipamy) those@ (tan dvisatah kraran), and
lowest of humans (samsiresu naradhaman), chMmgggl__

(ajasram asubhan), into repeated birth and death in the wombs of
demons (asurisv eva yonisu). T




116.20 ||
asurim yonim apanna
miidha janmani janmani
mam aprapyaiva kaunteya
tato yanty adhamarh gatim

Taking birth as demons (asurim yonim apanna) birth after birth

(janmani janmani), these fools (muidha), not attaining My mercy at all
(mam aprapyaiva), then go to the lowest status of life (tato yanty
adhamam gatim), O son of Kunti (kaunteya).




Prahlada Maharaj echoes this
mood in his Prayers



17.9.8
Sri-prahrada uvaca
brahmadayah sura-gana munayo 'tha siddhah
sattvaikafana-gatayo vacasarh pravahaih
naradhitum puru-gunair adhunapi pipruh
kim tostum arhati sa me harir ugra-jateh

Prahlada said: How is it possible for me (kim me arhati), who have
been born in a family of demons (ugra-jateh), to please the Lord (sah

tostum)? The_daza.tasLe@d_ed_};v Lord Brahma (brahmadayah sura-
gana) and all the sages and Siddhas (munayo atha siddhah) who are

immersed in sattva-guna (sattva ekatana-gat ayo) could not properly
worship the Lord (adhunapi na aradhitum pipruh) by streams ot

excellent words (puru-gunaih vacasam pravahaih).




Undertanding the Three Modes
and their Influence on Bhakti
and Worship



16.14.1 ||
Sri-pariksid uvaca
rajas-tamah-svabhavasya
brahman vrtrasya papmanah
narayane bhagavati
katham asid drdha matih

King Pariksit said: O brahmana (brahman)! Since he was sintul

(papmanah), with a nature of rajas and_tamas (s-

svabhavasya), how could Vrtrasura (katham vrtrasya) have firm
attachment to Narayana (narayane bhagavati drdha matih asid)?
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Modes influencing Faith




. 11.1.11ff
G % C— anyébhilésité—éﬁnyam\

jiana-karmady-anavrtam

anukilyena krsnanu-
\ Silanamghaktir uttama)

The highest bhakti (bhaktir uttama) is defined as continuous service or

emotions (anusilanam) directed towards Krsna, His expansion forms or
others related to Him (krsna), with a pleasing attitude towards Krsna
(anukilyena) . It should be devoid of desires other than the desire to
jiana, the materialistic rituals of karma or other unfavorable acts
(jnana-karmady-anavrtam). (BRS)



S
| SO 3.29.8
¥ abhisandhaya yo himsar

st o - — .
e " dambhar matsaryam eva va — E s “‘\“j
sarnrambhi bhinna-drg bhavam

mavyi kurXét sa tamasah ot —edy HOrd
. - A T
The ang person (sarmmrambhi), devoid of compassion

(bhinna drk) who worships me (yah mayi bhavam kuryat)
ith intentionsy(abhisandhaya) of violence, pride and hatred
(himsamm dambharm matsaryam ), is tamasic in his bhakti
(sah tamasaﬁ).




3.29.9
visayan abhisandhaya
yasa aiSvaryam eva va
arcadav arcayed yo mar

prthag-bhavah sa rajasah

He who worships me (yah mar arcaved) in_the forms of
deities and others (arca adau) with desire for other abjects

(prthag-bhavah abhisandhaya), with goals of material gain

(visayan), fame (yasa) or wealth (aiSvaryam) has rajasic

bhakti (sa rajasah). -




3.29.10
karma-nirharam uddisya
parasmin va tad-arpanam

yajed yastavyam iti va
prthag-bhavah sa sattvikah

He who worships me (yajed) with a desire to destroy karma
(karma-nirharam uddisya), making his works an offering
the Supreme Lord  (parasmin tad-arpanam), or (va)
executing the worship as a duty (yastavyam iti), having a
desire for liberation (prthag-bhavah), has sattvic bhakti (sa
sattvikah).
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1 14.6 |
tatra sattvarh nirmalatvat
prakasakam anamayam
sukha-sangena badhnati
jhana-sangena canagha

Qo' -
The mode of sattva (tatra sattvam) is peaceful and gives knowledge

(prakasakam anamayam), because of its purity @aalat@f It binds
the jiva (badhnati) with false conceptions of happiness and knowledge
(sukha-sangena jiana-sangena ca), O sinless one (anagha).




| 14.7 ||
rajo ragatmakar viddhi
trsna-sanga-samudbhavam
tan nibadhnati kaunteya
karma—saILg_e_na dehinam

O son of Kunti (kaunteya), know that (viddhi) rajas, consisting of
mutual attraction between men and women (rajo ragatmakar), and

which gives rise to longing for the (nattained and attachment to the

attained (trsna-sanga-samudbhavam), binds the jiva (tad dehinam
nibadhnati) with attachment to@tio@karma-sangena).




I 14.8 ||
tamas tv ajiana-jam viddhi
mohanam sarva-dehinam
pramadalasya-nidrabhis
tan nibadhnati bharata

e

Know that (viddhi) tamas, which is produced from ignorance (tamas
tv ajiana-jamm), which causes confusion for all living beings in the
form of opposite knovﬂedge (mohanam sarva-dehinam), binds the

jiva (tan nibadhnati) with inattention, laziness, and sleep (pramada-
alasya-nidrabhis).




5 obstacles to attainment of Nistha

1.Laya (sleep) —>

2.Vikshepa (distraction) —
7

3. Apratipatti (indifference or disinterest in spiritual topics)

2
4.Kashaya (ten/de_r_lcy toward bad habits)

7

5.Rasasvada (taste for material enjoyment).



1 1.2.19 ||
tada rajas-tamo-bhavah

kama-lobhadayas ca ye

ceta etair anaviddham

%—

sthitarh sattve prasidati

CEE—

The mind (cetah) becomes unattected (anaviddharm) by lust, greed,
anger, hatred and illusion (kama-lobhadayas ca ye etaih) which arise
form rajas and tamas (rajas-tamo-bhavah). Then (tada) the mind
becomes fixed in the form of the Lord at the stage of asakti (sthitam
sattve) and becomes satistied (prasidati).



Modes influencing Worship and
Svabhava-jam Sraddha




116.23 ||
yah sastra-vidhim utsrjya
“vartate kama-karatah
na sa siddhim avapnoti
na sukham na pararm gatim

He who giving up the rules of scripture (yah sastra-vidhim
utsrijva) acts according to his own whim (vartate kama-

karatah) does not attain perfection (na sa 51ddh1nLaVa114u;1)
happiness, or the supreme goal (na sukharh na parar gatim).




N ov 1 17.1 |
arjuna uvaca

T ye Sastra-vidhim ugsrjya
s ya1anm
x \tesam nistha tu@ krsna
sattvam aho rzg_is_tamah
Arjuna said: O Krsna (krsna), what is the position of those (tesam
nistha tu ka) who give up the rules of scripture (ye sastra-vidhim

utsrjya) but worship with faith (yajante sraddhayanvitah). Is this a
sattva, or rajas and tamas condition (sattvam aho rajas tamah)?




Baladeva

Responding to the questions of Arjuna, Krsna explains various items in sattva,
rajas and tamas in the seventeenth chapter.

Those who study the Vedas, and with faith in the scriptures, undertake activities

according to its ruﬁ_amalljﬁ@

Those who ignore the Vedas, and act as they please, without following Vedic
rules, are called demons or asuras. You have said this in the previouns chapter

Now this is my question.



Baladeva

Those who, having read and understood the Vedas which are difficult to
understand, @ye up the rules out of lazi or (other reasons, and worship the
devas and others with faith born of local custoln, (are in what position?

Are they considered among the godly and demonic types previously defined, by

ignoring scripture but havin (and Qo; rshi@.

Have they taken shelter of sattva, rajas or tamas?




1 17.2 ||
Sri-bhagavan uvaca
tri-vidha bhavati sraddha
dehinarh sa svabhava-ja
sattviki rajasi caiva
tamasi cetl tam Srnu

The Lord said: The_faith of embodied beings (dehinarm is ot

three types (tri-vidha bhavati), arising from their previous
impressions (sa svabhava-ja). It is made of sattva, rajas or tamas
(sattviki rajasi caiva tamasi ca iti). Hear about it (tam Srnu).




Baladeva

Being asked, the Lord begins to speak.

That faith by which one worships the devas and other beings while giving up
rules of scripture because of laziness or ditficulties, should be understood to
arise from virtuous and sinful impressions from previous lives (svabhava ja).

That faith is of three types, arising from states of sattva, rajas and tamas, for the
beginningless, unrelenting births of embodied souls in beginningless contact
with the three gunas of prakrti.




Baladeva

They do nJQI have the spiritual intelligence ari§1{g from scrigture taught bV"t/‘he
devqtees which will allow them to change thos@pressions vabhava).

\ o gof\-&'(’\ ~
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Therefore the three types of faith which arise from those impressions appear.

_ 5 glatr s Jeeddi=

\:aith born from the scriptures is ditfereni)

[t brings about performance of actions only according to the scriptural directions
(nat_because of impressions of the three gunas).




117.3 ]

" s o q ,s_attval_umj.pa sarvasya
A\ sSraddha bhavati bharata
R Sraddhﬁ-mayo yarm puruso
W ;’ > & YO Vac-chraddhah sa eva sah @

This_faith corresponds to the nature Lithe@@ ”
anuriipa sarvasya S$raddha bhavati), O descendent of Bharata

(bharata). Man is made of his (Sraddha-mayo ayam purusah).
He becomes similar to whatever form he worships with faith 1 (yo yat-

sramﬁ Sa cva saiy.




Baladeva

Though faith itself is a function of sattva guna, it becomes three types of faith for
the embodied soul possessing an internal organ whose very nature 1s to hold the
impressions (svabhava).

[Note: The internal organ or antahkarana refers to the subtle internal organ
consisting of the mind, intelligence, talse ego and memory (citta).]

——1

The internal organ (sattvam) is composed of three gunas, and corresponding to
that, the faith of all living entities appears.

The faith of the internal organ predominated by sattva guna is sattvic.



Baladeva

The internal organ predominated by raja guna is rajasic.

o=

The internal organ predominated by tama guna is tamasic.

The ordinary person (ayam purusah), a worshipper who has an object of
worship, endowed with one of three types of faith (Sraddhamayah), will be
faithful to one of three respective types of object—devas, yaksas or pretas (yat
Sraddhah).

That worshipper (sa) becomes endowed with the qualities of the deity
worshipped (sa eva).



117.4 |
yajante sattvika devan
yaksa-raksarsi rajasah
preiEn bhiia-gaginns cinye
yajante tamasa janah

Those with sattvic nature worship the devas (yajante Gattvika)
devan). Those with (rdjasic) nature worship the Yaksas and
Raksasas (yaksa-raksamsi rajasah). Those with @@masid nature
worship the Pretas and Bhuitas (pretan bhiita-ganams ca anye
yajante tamasa janah). R




Baladeva

The results of worshipping with the difterent faiths are described in this verse.

Those persons who with faith born of their previous impressions worship
sattvika devas such as (Vasw and Rudra without)the discriminati of
s Vasp e @ oy of(Scriptur?

are called sattvika.

Those who worship rajasic entities such as Yaksas, Raksasas, Kuvera and Nairrti
are in the mode of passion.

Those who worship tamasic entities such as pretas and bhitas are in the mode ot
ignorance.




Baladeva

The pretas are fallen brahmanas who attain an airy body after death in the form
of ulamukhas, katas or ptitanas, according to Manu.

The pretas are a type of pisaca (evil spirit) according to others.

Ca indicates the seven mothers [Note: These are said to be Brahmam Vaisnavi,
Mahesvari, Kaumari, Varahi, Indrani and Camundl] and other entities.

——

[Note: The bhiita ganas are not explained. According to some commentators
they are the followers of Siva.]



Baladeva

Thus three types of faith arising from the differing natures due tOllS

mpressiohs, without following the rules of scripture because of laziness, have
been described.

It should be understood that by conquering over their natures by association
with persons following Vedic principles, these persons sometimes come under
the authority of the Vedas.
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