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Analysis of the Nature ot
Bhakti
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Riipa GosvamT’s definition of pure bhakti

For this reason, our previous dcaryas have defined the real nature of
pure bhakti very carefully and warned us against false ph1losophles
again and again.

[ will step by step narrate their teachings.

They wrote many works with the purpose ot defining pure bhakti.




Among these works Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu is outstanding.

Rapa Gosvami has composed a verse to describe the general
characteristics ot pure bhakti.




anyabhilasita-stnyam
jiana-karmady-anavrtam
anukilyena krsnanu-

silanam bhakiir ugama gyt 5 5
Pufe bhakti is delined (bhaktir (uttan as favoyfrable
(anukulyena) cultivation  directed Krsna  (krsna

anusilanam) without other desires (anyabhﬂasﬂa-sunyam)
and not obstructed (anavrtam) by jiaana, k\arma or QLhﬁl‘

processes (]nana-ljflrmady) 1 & Qe 4@
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The reason the word @tam’ modilies bhakti

N———

Without analysing each word of this verse, one cannot understand the
characteristics of bhakti.

What is the meaning ot uttama-bhakti?

What is the best (uttama) bhakti and what is inferior bhakti?




When the bhakti creeper is (’ W@ure it is called uttama-

bhakti, just as uttama-jala (the best water) means pure water—water

\

unmixed with other materials, smells or colors.

Thus uttama-bhakti means pure bhakti, beyond the gunas, unmixed
with other elements.

It is also called by such names as nirmala, nirguna, amisra, kevala and
akificana.




By these adjectives, all other elements are excluded.

When other elements are excluded, it is pure in nature.

|

When other elements are excluded, it is pure in nature.

When the word bhakti is used, it should be understood that these
adjectives accompany it.




Did Rapa Gosvami use the word uttama without a reason?
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On_seeing some contaminated water a_person wanting to drink the
water will ask, “Is this water filtered?”

Thus, bhakti also is often seen in a mixed state.




Thus it is necessary for the dcarya to define pure bhakti or uttama-
bhakti.

Actually the rasacdarya has detined only bhakti, though step by step 1
will discuss chala-bhakti, pratibimba-bhakti, chaya-bhakti, karma-misra-
bhakti and jiiana-misra bhakti, which are actually not bhakti.




The main characteristic of bhakti: favml,lrable attitude and alptive
. . \Vg
cultivation A IR (VO Gt

What is the main characteristic (svariipa-laksana) ot bhakti?
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Bhakti is cultivation of Krsna with a favourable attitude.

Jiva Gosvami has explained in his commentary Durgama-sangamani
that there are two types of cultivation.




Cesta-riipa consists of activities to be performed or avoided by the
body, words and mind and bhdava-riipa consists of feelings of loye
directed to the object ot atfection. é'
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Though there are two types, bhava-riipa may be included within cesta-
riipa cultivation.
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The two types mix together and one perceives only cesta-ripa
cultivation.




When the activities of body, Words and mind are directed {o Krsna with

favourable attitude, it is Called v

— exSbi ,ﬂf—l&.\
m & XYY

When activities are constantly directed to Krsna unfavourably, as in

the case of Karhsa or Sisupala, it is not called bhakti.

Only favourable actions are called bhakti.

The word bhakti comes from the root bhaj




In the Garuda Purana this is described:

bhaja ity esa vai dhatuh
sevayarm parikirtitah
tasmat seva budhaih prokta
bhaktl-sabdena bhiiyasi

The root bhgj (bhaja ity esa vai dhétuh) refers to service (sevayam
parikirtitah). Therefore (tasmat) the mtelhgent say (budhaih prokta)
that the word bhakti (bhaktl-sabdena) indicates service (seva

bﬁﬁyasi) . X) D S("( Qo -
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According to this verse, bhakti means service to Krsna.



Thus service is the main characteristic of bhakti.

The jiva and Krsna are eternally related as the servant and served.

The object of bhakti is Bhagavin, not Brahman or Paramatma

Krsnanusilanam means pure bhakti to Bhagavan Krsna, who is the final
shelter of all forms of God.
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