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Analysis of the Nature ot
Bhakti



Chapter One

Analysis of Pure Bhakti



The jiva should cultivate svariipa-siddha-bhakti not dropa-siddha-bhakti
or sanga-siddha-bhakti

From the previous
bhakti is (not obstructed by jidna and karmq)_ and all elements are

servants of bhakti, Qg\rvice to Krsngwith favourable attitudé with no
@;her de§ire}\is called uttama-bhakti>— 3 :
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Bhakti is the blisstul tendency of the jiva.

All other tendencies are material.



When karma takes assistance of bhgkti that it is called aropa-siddha-
bhakti (Offering material actions or scriptural karmas to the Iord is

called _aropa-siddha-bhakti ~ (bhakti by superimposition on karma)
according to Bhakti-sandarbha).

When jidna takes assistance of bhakti sometimes that jiiana becomes
sanga-siddha-bhakti.
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Those conditions can never become gvarﬂpa-siddha-bhakti.)




Svariipa-siddha-bhakti is the very form of unmixed bliss, without any
cheating. o
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Aropa-siddha-bhakti is deceitful, and appears with mixture.

O intimate devotees! You naturally have a taste for svariipa-siddha-

bhakti.
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Do not develop a taste for aropa-siddha-bhakti or sanga-siddha-bhakti,
tor thieyare by their nature not real bhakti.




Other persons call these torms bhakti but they are not bhakti.

They are bhakty-abhasa.

If by good fortune one develops faith in the svariipa of bhakti through

bhakti-abhasa, those forms can develop into real bhakti.

But it is not easy.
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Summary

Since generally) the iiva&all§ from p ;ure bhak?i by\these processes, one is
@ttqcte C nsta@ to take gvarapa-siddha-bi .
\ |
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O intimate devotees! In this work I have described the nature ot pure

bhakti.

Reviewing the statements of the previous dcdryas, with the intention of
suminarizing their thoughts, I have written this verse.




purna cid-atmake krsne jivasyanu-cid-atmanah
upadhi-rahita cesta bhaktih svabhaviki mata
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Pur/eﬁakti consists of (bhaktih svabliaviki mata) ?%avoura@@ivities)
dejoid of upadhis (coverings) (épﬁghi-ral@ esta)) olfered to Krsna
(ktsne), the complete conscious entity (piirna cid-atmake), by the jiva

(jivasya), who is a small particle of consciousness (anu-cid-atmanah).

Krsna is the great consciousness, always full of sakti, like the sun.

The jiva is a particle ot consciousness, like a ray ot the sun.



s

ithout upadhi the minute Consciou%to the
IS called bhaktr: —

Upadhi reters to other desires as well as jiana, karma and other
processes.

“Natural action” means favourable service.




Chapter 2

Analysis of Apparent
Bhakti



yad bhaktyabhasa-leso ‘pi dadati phalam uttamam
tam ananda-nidhirm krsna-caitanyam samupasmahe

I worship Krsna Caitanya, the ocean of bliss. Even a particle of bhakQ/_-
abhasa ottered to him yields the highest result.

O intimate devotees! In the previous chapter I discussed pure
bhakti’s main and secondary characteristics.

In this chapter T will discuss bhakty-abhasa, apparent bhakti.



This was discussed to some degree in discussing the secondary
characteristics of bhakti.

Bhakty-abhdasa is a topic included within the secondary characteristics.

But it was not discussed in detail when discussing the main and
secondary characteristics.

Therefore 1 have made a separate chapter to discuss this. By this
chapter; the topicof the previous chapter will become clarified.




Previously it was said that bhakti is the natural activities without
upadhi directed to Krsna, the great conscious entity, by the jiva, the
small conscious entity.

—

)20 baddha

The jiva has two states: and@

In the liberated state the jiva is free from material relationships and is

situated in his svarapa or pure consciousness.

There are no upddhis in that state.




Thus there is no necessity of the secondary characteristics ot bhakti.

In the state of 1 the jiva has forgotten his spiritual nature.

Thinking himself in terms of gross and subtle bodies, the jiva accepts a
new, distorted identity.

In this condition the jiva has upadhis.

|




When a piece of glass is clean, one can see everything through it but
when it is soiled the glass is not clear and its natural quality is covered
with dust.

B

One can say the glass has an upadhi.

When one object covers the nature of another object, it is called an
upadhi. o
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Matter covers the spiritual nature of the jiva.




This covering is the @. Bhagavatam says:

bhayam dvitiyabhinivesatah syad
1sad apetasya viparyayo 'smrtih
tan-mayayato budha abhajet tam
bhaktyaikaye$am guru-devat@atma

For the jiva averse to the Lord (fsad apeta;;é), here will be samsara (bhayvarm

syad) Con515t1ng of identity with body “ and lack of identity with the
soul @ & ause of his absorption 1 the material Covergﬁm the soul

(dvitiya~ abhinivésatah), arising from the Lord’s maya “{an-mayayato
Therefore, the intelligent person (budhah), taking guru as hlS Lord and very selt
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(guru devatatma), should fully worship the Lor ' Te
bhakti (bhaktyaikaya). SB 11.2.37




(The following is an explanation of the verse.)

The eternal dharma of the jiva is absorption in Krsna, the

complete conscious entity.

—
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Being averse to the Lord, the jiva develops fear and forgetiulness.

The material energy of the I.ord produces knowledge of the material
universe which has arisen from that energy.




This knowledge which is independent of the Lord puts the jiva into
samsard.

Taking shelter of guru, the wise person worships the I ord with pure
bhakti.

Thus from the verse it is understood that attachment to matter or

absorption in maya is the upadhi of the jiva.

In a condition with upddhis, the jiva’s bhakti becomes easily distorted
and turns into bhakty-abhasa.




Those who are-eager{ar pure bhakti surpass bhakty-abhdsa and taljs
shelter of pure bhakti.

For this reason I have introduced this topic.

The descriptions of bhakty-abhasa are confidential and only the

intimate devotees are qualitfied to hear this topic.

Those who think that bhakty-abhdsa is real bhakti even on reading this
chapter will not develop good fortune, and thus will never have

happiness.




[ take great joy in reciting this chapter to the intimate devotees.

Discussing bhakty-abhasa according to Rapa Gosvami

Rapa Gosvami in Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu does not separately discuss
bhakty-abhasa.
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karmadi-anavrtam), the topic is covered.
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