Bhakti Tattva Viveka

Analysis of the Nature ot
Bhakti



Chapter 2

Analysis of Apparent
Bhakti



Those who think that the happiness derived from intoxication and

association with women is rati for the Lord are the most fallen in this

world and make the world most fallen. — \g\,&SN“:S)

Chaya-bhakty-abhasa

Now chaya-bhakty-abhasa will be discussed.
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This is not@d and devious like pratibimba-bhakty-dabhasa.



Sincerity and eagerness lor the truth are always present in chdaya-

bhakty-abhasa.

Rapa Gosvami describes it as follows:

ksudra-kautihala-mayi caficala duhkha-harini |

rate$ chaya bhavet kircit tat-sadrsyavalambini ||

B < D See. ERiCa\oveves
That which has ty to real rati (tat-sadrSya kimcit
avalambini), which possesses a small amount of interest in the T ord
(ksudra-kautithala-mayi), which is unstable (cancala), and which
destroys suffering (duitktia=harini), is called chaya-raty-abhasa (rateh
chaya bhavet).( BRS 1.3.49




hari-priya-kriya-kala-desa-patradi-sangamat |
apy anusangikad esa kvacid ajfiesv apiksyate ||
kintu bhagyam vina nasau bhava-cchayapy udancati |
yad abhyudayatah ksemarn tatra syad uttarottaram |||

This chaya-raty-abhasa appears sometimes even-in-ignorant people - esa) kvacid
ajiiesu api iksyate) bX a combination of performing actions dear to the Lord,

observing the festivals of the Lord, residing in the dhama of the Lord (hari-priva-
lm—kala—desa—patradl-sangamat) and associating with the devotees of the Lord
(anusanglkad apy). Even this chaya-raty-abhasa (kintu asau bhava-cchaya apy),
which eventually bestows auspiciousness _to those people (yad ksemarm
abhyudayatah tatra syad uttarottaram), appears only with great good fortune
(bhagyam vina na udaficati). BRS 1.3.50-51




hari-priya-janasyaiva prasada-bhara-labhatah |
bhavabhaso ’pi sahasa bhavatvam upagacchati ||
tasminn evaparadhena bhavabhaso 'py anuttamabh |
kramena ksayam apnoti kha-sthah purna-sasi yatha |||

By the great mercy of a dear devotee of the Lord (@ri-pri_yg—janasy%
eva (Erasﬁda-bhg_;a-lﬁbhaiah.), the semblance of bhava (bhavabhiaso

@ suddenly becomes real bhava (sahasa bhavatvam, upagacchati).
By offending that devotee (tasminn eva aparadhena), even the best
bhavabhasa (anuttamah bhavabhaso apy) gradually wanes (kramena

ksayam apnoti) just as the tull moon in the sky gradually wanes (kha-
sthahparma-sast yatha). BRS 1.3.52-53




O

There are two types of chaya-bhakty-abhasa: that arising from lack of
knowledge of svariipa and that arising from devotional power ot things

related to bhakti. @

Bhakty-abhasa arising from lack of svariipa-jinana.

Real knowledge of the ?evoteé (), the sand the goal

which is the Lord (§adhya) are non-different from the svariipa of pure
bhakti.




When one sees gualities of bhakti without this knowledge and with

only a desire to cross the ocean of samsara, it becomes bhakty- abhasa
arising from lack of svariipa-jinana.

Only when svariupa-jiana arises does bhakty-abhasa turn into pure
bhakn

As long as Vaisnavas in a sampraddya do not take shelter of a Siksa-
guru and obtain svariipa-jiana, the spiritual substance given by diksa-

gum will not be revealed. )




That is, with lack of svariipa-jiiana, svariipa-siddha-bhakti will remain

in a covered condition, and make its appearance as bhakty-abhasa.
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Those who perform paricopdsana but do not seek to merge into

Brahman and worship the Lord with knowledg

> of his powers have

chaya-bhakty-abhasa.

There is a great ditference between Vaisnavas in a sampraddaya and

Vaisnavas performing paiicopdsana.




Those in a sampraddaya have greater faith in the form the Lord with
qualities.

Those in sampradaya have aspirations of a pure Vaisnava with proper
teachings whereas those doing paficopdsana do not have those
aspirations along with teachings.

Association _with those doing @copdsan is unpleasant but
association with Vaisnavas in a sampraddya is pleasant.




Association with devotees turns chayd-bhakty-dabhdsa into pure bhakti

\
If by good fortune the perfofmers of paiicopdsana have gejvoteg
association and do not have association with imperﬁnnnlisj;s, becoming

purified by the teaching of the sampradaya, they can pursue pure
bhakti.

The two following verses quoted in Bhakti Sandarbha proving this.




Siva in Skanda Purana says in relation to gaining desired results from
chaya-bhakty-abhasa:

diksa-matrena krsnasya nara moksam labhanti vai |
ki punar ye sa sada bhaktya pujayanty acyutam narah |
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Just by diksd into Krsna worship a person gets liberation. What to
speak of those who worship the Lord with bhakti.




Adi-varaha Purdana speaks of those having chaya-bhakty-abhdasa, not

pfatibimba-bhakty-c‘lbhdsa, among the performers of paficopdsana:

janmantara-sahasresu samaradhya vrsa-dhvajam |
vaisnavatvam labhed dhiman sarva-papa-ksaye sati ||

Aflter WorshiEBing Siva for thousands of births and destruction of alL
sins, a wise person becomes a Vaisnava.




The conclusion of scripture is this.

\

In paiicopasana tirst one worships Durga.

Then one progresses to the worship of Stirya, and then Ganesa.

Then one worships Siva, and finally Visnu.

From worship of Visnu i icopdsan ins worship of Visnu jn

an authorized sampradaya.




At this time one attains pure bhakti.

In all the scriptural statements it is_seen that chdyd-bhakty-abhdsa
gradually transtorms into pure bhakti ({fter association with devotees.
<

Chaya-bhaktyabhasa by contact with devotional items

Bhaktyabhasa arising from contact with items that stimulate bhakti is
seen everywhere in the scriptures.




These items include tulasi, mahaprasada, the dust from the feet of
devotees, prasada of devotees, Ekadasi, the deity, holy places, Ganga,
and appearance days of the Lord. |

Even contacting these items without being aware, the jiva obtains
auspiciousness.

Even il one contacts these items while being offensive, one gets_a
similar result, chaya-bhakty-abhasa.

.




For instance a brahmana wears an amulet with a Visnu mantra on
his chest.

develops bh

A Raksasa di i ing to devour the brahmana touches it and immediately

A mouse thinks of stealing a ghee wick near a tulasi plant.

In trying to do so, the lamp lights up the tulasi plant brightly.




Seeing this, the mouse tlees.

When the mouse dies, the servants of Visnu protect it from the
servants of death.

This is the result of offering light to tulasi.

A temale servant performs vows on Krsna’s appearance day.




The master associates with the servant.

~

By this abhdsa association, the master attains@hakty-dbhdsa.
e  S~—

Cleaning the Lord’s temple with other intentions yields a similar
result.

Ajamila’s story is also famous.

—




The hunter who accidently observed Siva Caturdasi vows attained a
spiritual result since this devotion to Siva is an abhasa of bhagavad-
bhakty-abhasa.

These incidents are profusely related in Mahdabharata and the Puranas.

Quoting verses would make this work too long.
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O _devotees! Seeing such amazing results from bhakty-abhasa should

not surprise you.




All these results arise from the unparalleled intfluence ot pure bhakti.

ummary

It jiana and yoga are not done purely and if they do not take a little
help trom bhakty-abhasa, they yield no result. ><

Only Bhakti-devi is completely independent.

She easily gives results to anyone who does some activity tor her.



Since such results are seen in bhakty-abhasa, bhakty-abhasa is not the

recommended process. T m %
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Pure bhakti is to be performed.

Those who desire the most auspicious result should not give a place to
pratibimba-bhaktyabhdsa in their hearts and, surpassing chaya-bhakty-
abhasa by the strength of the shelter of real devotees, should take
shelter of the lotus feet of pure Bhakti-devi. o

Please accept this conclusion of the Vaisnavas of the universe.



pratibimbas tatha chaya bhedat tattva-vicaratah
bhaktyabhasa dvidha so ‘pi varjaniya rasarthibhih

By deliberating on the truth it is concluded that there are two types of
bhakty-abhasa—pratibimba and chdaya. Those who desire to taste

bhakti-rasa should exclude both types of bhakty-abhdsa from their

hearts.
cals.




With pratibimba-bhakty-abhasa the jiva commits offense.

With chaya-bhakty-abhasa the jiva is incomplete.

The jiva should perform only pure bhakti.
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