Six Faults that Destroy
Bhakti

3. Prajalpa - Idle Talking



Prajalpa — Idle Talking

Talking with one another is called jalpana or prajalpa.
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Nowadays in_this world godlessness is so prominent that
conversing with others means godless talk.

Therefore it is not profitable for a practicing devotee to
engage in jalpana.
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There can, however, be many kinds of jalpana in the cultivation of
devotional service.

They are all auspicious for the devotees.

Srila Rapa Gosvami has written in his Karpanya-panjika-stotra:

tathapy asmin kadacid vamadhisau nama-jalpini
avadya-vrnda-nistari namabhasau prasidatam
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Devotees recite the purport of this verse in the following words:
. Qe tathapi e dina-jane, yadi nama-uccarane

o/{«
- q*‘”f" namabhasa karila jivane
e"‘y sarva-dosa-nivarana, duhun-nama-sanjalpana

6 prasade prasida dui jane

"While chanting the holy name of the Lord, it a wretched person in
his_lifetime achieves namdibhasa, or a _glimpse of off SS
chanting, then all his faults are destroyed and Their Iordships
become pleased with him."
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Kirtana, offering prayers, and reciting the scriptures are all
jalpana; but when these are perforn®d with a favorabhle moad
and devoid of materla?desu'e then they are all cultivation of
Krsna consciousness.
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Therefore the conclusion is this: All prajalpas that are
untavorable to Krsna's service are adverse to devotional
service.
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The practitioner should caretully give up prajalpa.

There is no fault in the activities of the mahajanas.

The mahajanas have respectiully engaged in (prajalpa

(tavorable to devotional service), and this is our onl}i duty.
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Sometimes pulfed-up devotees advise that all types of &ragalpa) should

be given up. @
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But we are followers of Srila Rapa Gosvami; be; IS upa
Gosvami we will always stick to the path shown by the sadhus who
are following his instructions.

In the Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu, as quoted from the Skanda Purana, it
is said:
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sa mrgyah Sreyasam hetuh
panthah santapa-varjitah
anavapta-sramam purve
_~ yena santah pratisthire .~
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One ould follow (sgﬁ the scrjptural rules

(panthrah) which give the7 whest benetit (Sr¢yasarm hetuh)
and_are devoid of hardship (santapa-varjitah)|, by which the
previous devotees easily progressed (rena @ﬁrve sanLaE

qravapia sramam i:m). (Skandha Purana)
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RO
Qur_mahajana's path is that which was shown by Srila Vyasadeva,
Sukade@ Gosvami, Prahlada Maharaja, Sri Caitanya Mahéprab_}_lﬁ,

and His associates. O, ®

We are not to leave aside that path to follow the instructions of new

putfed-up devotees. h"
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All the mahajanas have respected@_pmgalpamwh nourishes

devotion to Hari.




Prajalpa — Idle Talking

We will discuss this in the appropriate place.

Godless prajalpas are impediments to devotional service.

They are of many types.
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J/U seless talks

Mrguments
%ossip

&/ﬁebates

5/F/ault-finding in others

eaking falsehoods
%;éaspheming devotees

orldly talk
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A . Useless Talk

Useless talk is extremely detrimental.

Practicing devotees should discuss topics of Lord Hari in the
association of other devotees and remember Hari's name, form,
qualities, and pastimes in a secluded place without uselessly wasting
tHRe

In the Bhagavad-gita (10.8-9) it is said:




110.8 ||
aham sarvasya prabhavo
mattah sarvar pravartate
iti matva bhajante mam
budha bhava-samanvitah

I am the source of everything (aham sarvasya prabhavah).
Due to Me everything operates (mattah sarvam pravartate).
Convinced by this ?nowlea:ge (iti matva), the intelligent
persons (budhah), endowed with lave (bhava-samanvitah),

worship Me (marn bhajante).




110.9 ||
mac-citta mad-gata-prana
bodhayantah parasparam

> WD \¥
kathayantas$ ca mar M

tusyanti ca ramanti ca

With minds greedy for Me (fmac-citta), being completely
dependent on Me ({maﬁ-gata—pri@, mutually hearing about

Me (bodhayantah parasparam), and singing about Me
(kathayantas ca mam), they continuously experience
satistaction and enjoyment (nityam tusyanti ca ramanti ca).




Also in the Gita (9. 14) it says:
Qatata@ kirtayanto
yatantas ca drdha-vratah
namasyantas ca mam bhaktya

ukta upasate

They worship Me at all times (Satatarm)mar upasate) with devotion
(bhaktya), in the form of singing about Me (kirtayanto), having
strict vows (drdha-vratah), desiring to be My associates (nitya-
yukia), wandering about to gain association (atantah), and offering
unto Me respects as well as other devotional acts (namasyantas ca
mam bhaktya). -
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In this way the practicing devotee should cultivate unalloyed
devotion.

If they spend their days and nights uselessly talking with
materialists, then the Lord's instruction, "@lways chanﬂ%\vry)

Glories)" will not be followed.

In newspapers there is so much useless talk.
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For the practicing devotee to read newspapers is a great loss.

But if there are topics about pure devotees described in the
newspaper, then that can be read.

Alter finishing their meal, mundane people normally smoke
and engage in useless talk with other godless people.
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It is certainly difficult for them to become followers of Srila
Rupa Gosvami.

Reading novels is the same.

But if one gets a novel with a story like that of Purafijana in
the Srimad-Bhagavatam, then reading that is not an
impediment, rather it is beneficial.




