Six Faults that Destroy
Bhakti

3. Prajalpa - Idle Talking



Prajalpa — Idle Talking
Argument

Argument is a prajalpa that is adverse to devotional service.

All the arguments of the followers of nyaya and vaisesika are
simply godless quarrels.

They do not yield any result other than wasting the mind's
strength and increasing one's restlessness.
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In the Vedas (Katha Upanisad 1.2.9) it is said: naisa tarkena matir

apaneya "This intelligence cannot be attained by argument."

The living entity's proper discretion is eternally established in his
natural intelligence.

That discretion naturally tflows towards the lotus feet ot the Supreme
Lord.
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But by arguing about directions, places, mistakes, and
illusions, the heart becomes tough.

Then natural discretion no longer remains.

)

By accepting the Vedic Dasamitla instructions and arguing
accordingly, one's mind does not become wicked.
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What is good, what is bad-when such deliberations are based
on the \Vedas,) that is no longer prajalpa.

That is why in the Caitanya-caritaimrta (Madhya 25.153) Sri
Caitanya Mahaprabhu has given the instruction:

ataeva bhagavata karaha vicara

"Study Srimad-Bhagavatam very scrutinizingly."
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VDiscussionA \.to establish the knowledge of one's relationship
with the Lord are not prajalpa.

Those who conquer the assembly by useless arguments do
not reach any conclusion; therefore it is certainly one's duty

to give up such logician's association.
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This is confirmed in the Caitanya-caritamrta (Madhya
12.183) by Sri Vasudeva Sarvabhauma, who said:

\0HE*™  Fecxe)

(t?ﬁ“kik&@-sme bheu-bheu kari

sei mukhe ebe sada kahi 'krsna' 'hari’

"In the association of the jackals known as logicians, 1 simpl
continued to bark a resounding 'bheu bheu.' Now, from the

same mouth I am chanting the holy names 'Krsna' and

'Hari,
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Those who are accustomed to discuss spiritual matters should
remember the words of the \Varanasi sannyasi Jas found in the
Caitanya-caritamrta (Madhya 25.43):

paramartha-vicara gela, kari matra 'vada'
kahan mukti paba, kahan krsnera prasada

"The atheists, headed by the Mayavadi philosophers, do not care for
liberation or Krsna's mercy. They simply continue to put forward
false arguments and countertheories to atheistic philosophy, not
considering or engaging in spiritual matters."
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Qouie (X el O ©)
Useless arguments arise from envy or pridé, éversion or attachment
to sense gratificatiory orﬁqolishness or self—Pridg

Quarrelsome people‘ also become ﬁntoxicated)by useless arguments.

While discussing topics of the Lord and His devotees the practicing
devotee should always be caretul to avoid useless arguments.

—
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3. Gossip

Talking without reason about other people is extremely adverse to
devotional service.

Many people talk about others to establish their own reputation.

Being envious, some people are accustomed to discuss others
character.
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3. Gossip

The minds of those who are busy in such topics can never be fixed
on the lotus feet of Krsna. ___5(‘.53“,,\\,5 @

Ealkingabout others should be rejected in all respﬁegg

—
But in the practice of devotional service there are many favorable

topics that are faultless,|(even though they are about otherss

-
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In order to completely renounce talking about others, one needs to
live in the forest.

—

—
The two diflerent types of practicing devotees are the householders

and the renunciates.

f

Because the renunciates have no business whatsoever with sense
enjoyment, they can give up talking about others in all respects.
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But because a householder is engaged in earning, saving,
protecting, and maintaining the family, he cannot completely
give up talking about others. It is best for him to live in a
Krsna conscious family.

W_hen all ones material activities are Mthen

even his unavoidable talk about others becomes sinless and a
part of devotional practice in relation to Krsna.
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He should not talk about others in a way that is detrimental
to anyone.

He should talk about others only whatever little is necessary
in his Krsna conscious tamily.

He should not talk about others without reason.
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Moreover, when a guru enlightens his disciple on some topic,
then unless he {occasionally) talks about others, his

instruction ghay Ot be cleary

“—

When previous mahajanas have talked about others in this
way, there is merit in such talk, not fault.




As Sukadeva Gosvami said in Srimad-Bhégavatam (2.1.3-4):

nidraya hriyate naktam

vyavayena ca va vayah |
diva carthehaya rajan

kutumba-bharanena va ||

O King (rajan)! Life is wasted at night (vayah hriyate naktarn) in
sleeping or in sex enjoyment (nidraya va vyavayena). Life is wasted

during the day (diva ca) by desiring material objects (artha thaya) or

supporting tamily members (kutumba-bharanena va).




dehapatya-kalatradisv
atma-sainyesv asatsv api |
tesam pramatto nidhanar

pasyann api na pasyati ||

Deeply attached (pramattah) to his body, children and wife

(deha apatya-kalatra adisu), who are like an army giving
protection (atma-sainyesu), though they are false (asatsu
api), he sees their destruction (tesar nidhanam pasyann api)
but does not see it (na pasyati).
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Although Sukadeva Gosvami talks about the materialists in order to

instruct his disciple, he is not considered a prajalpi.

Therelore such activities should be considered beneficial.

Again, in order to instruct His own disciples, Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu spoke about pseudo-renunciates in the following words
from the Caitanya-caritamrta (Antya 2.117, 120, 124):
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prabhu kahe,—"vairagi kare prakrti sambhasana
~ dekhite na paron ami tahara vadana
ksudra-jiva saba markata-vairagya kariya
indriya carana bule 'prakrti' sambhasiya"
prabhu kahe,—"mora vasa nahe mora mana
prakrti-sambhasi vairagi na kare darsana

"The Lord replied, "I cannot tolerate seeing the face of a person who has

accepted the renounced order of life but who sfill talks intimately with a

woman. There are many persons with little in their possession who accept the
renounced order of life like monkeys. They go here and there engaging in sense

gratification and speaking intimately with—wemen. Sri_Caitanya Mahaprabhu
said, "My mind is not under My control. It does n Q]; like to see anyone in the

renounced order who talks mtmately with women."
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Unless one speaks in this way while instructing and while
concluding a subject, there is no benefit for oneself or others.

Theretore when the @revious écérias) have personally set

example and taught others, how will we be benefitted by
acting contrary to their instruction?
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And if one discusses in this way the improper behavior current in a
religious sect or amongst the general public, then such talk is not
adverse to devotional service.

Even it one sometimes talks about a particular person, there is no
tault. B

In the Srimad-Bhagavaram (4 1429) Maitreya Muni—speke ahout

Vena Maharaja in this way:




| 4.14.29 ||
maitreya uvaca
ittham viparyaya-matih
papiyan utpatham gatah
anuniyamanas tad-vaciam
na cakre bhrasta-mangalah

Maitreya said: Thus (ittham), the sinful King (&ﬁEiyﬁn} straying
from the path (utpathar gatah), intelligence lost (viparyaya-matih),
berett of good fortune (bhrasta-mangalah), though pacitied by the
sages (anuniyamanah), did not accept their request (tad-yacnari na
cakre). B
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Sri Maitreya Rsi needed to speak about others in this way; he
spoke to his audience to instruct them.

This is not prajalpa.

The practicing devotee normally discusses ancient history in
the association of devotees.
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@Ccasional& they talk about nondevotees.

Such talk is always auspicious and favorable to devotional
service.

But those who talk about others(ﬁhile inﬂuen;e%@
devotional impediments like enVy, hatréd, pride, or

distinction are offenders at the feet of Bhaktidevi.
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4.5. Debate and Fault finding

©

Debate arises only from a desire for conquest.

[t is extremely abominable.

Fault-finding arises only from imposing one's own bad habits on
others.

—

This should be given up in all respects.
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6, 7 Speaking Falsehoods and Worldly Talk

©
Speaking falsehoods is another form of useless talk.

®

Worldly talk is completely rejected by renounced devotees.
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0, 7. Speaking Falsehoods and Worldly Talk

Householders may accept some worldly talk that is o

devotional service.

[[ topics like archeology, zoology, astrology, and geography are
devoid of God consciousness, they should be rejected. -
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e In the Srimad-Bhégavatam (12.12.49-50) Sri Sukadeva Gosvami
has said:

mrsa giras ta hy asatir asat-katha
na kathyate yad bhagavan adhoksajah
tad eva satyam tad u haiva mangalam
tad eva punyam bhagavad-gunodayam

tad eva ramyarm rucirarn navarh navar
tad eva $asvan manaso mahotsavam
tad eva Sokarnava-Sosanam nrnam
yad uttamahsloka-yaso nugiyate
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"Words (girah) that do not describe the transcendental Personality
of Godhead (yad na bhagavan adhoksajah kathyate) but instead
deal with temporary matters (asat-katha) are simply false and
useless (ta_mrsa asatih). Only those words that manifest the
transcendental qualities of the Supreme Lord (yad uttamahsloka-
yaso anugiyate) are actually truthful (tad eva satyam) auspicious
(tad u haiva mangalam) and pious (tad eva punyam). Those words
describing the glories ot the all-famous Personality of Godhead are
attractive (tad eva ramyam), relishable and ever fresh (ruciram

navari navar). Indeed, such words are a perpetual festival for the
mind (tad_eva sasvan manaso mahotsavam), and they dry up t the
ocean ol misery (tad eva sokarnava-sosanain nmam)




