Six Faults that Destroy
Bhakti

5. Jana-sanga - Association
with worldly-minded persons



The word jana means both male and female human beings.

Srila_Riipa Gosvami has written in the Bhakti-rasamrta-
sindhu: sadho sangah svato vare, "a devotee should associate
with devotees who are more advanced."
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In the Bhagavad-gita (7.28) it is said:
yesam tv anta-gatam papam
jananam punya-karmanam
te dvandva-moha-nirmukta
bhajante mam drdha-vratah

But those whose sins have been destroyed (yesam jananam
tv anta-gatarmn papam) by acts pleasing to the great souls
(punya-karmanam), who are free of the ignorance arising
from duality (te dvandva-moha-nirmukta), worship Me with
determination (bhajante mam drdha-vratah).
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There is no possibility for thém to commit sin.

They are not less intelligent like the karmis and jianis,
because they have taken shelter at the lotus feet of the
omniscient Supreme Lord.

Faith in the devotional service of T.ord Krsna i

result of many lifetimes of pious actlvmega
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So there is no doubrt rhat the devotees'(activitied are pure.
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From faith, the desire to associate with devotees naturally
arises. Qs — (szoe S )
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By associating with devotees, everything is achieved.

The glories of sadhu-sanga is mentioned in the Adi Purana as
follows:




ye me bhakta-janah partha

na me bhaktas ca te janah
mad-bhaktanam ca ye bhaktas

te me bhakta-tama matah

Lord Krsna told Arjuna, "Those who are My direct devotees
(ye_me bhakta-janah partha) are actually not My devotees
(na me bhaktas ca te janah), but those who are the devotees

of My servant (mad-bhaktanam ca ye bhaktah) are factually
My devotees (te me bhakta-tama matah)."




Regarding the need to associate with devotees, it is said:
darsana-sparsanalapa
sahavasadibhih ksanat
bhaktah punanti krsnasya
saksad api ca pukkasam

"Even an outcaste (pukkasam api) becomes completely pure
(punanti) by seeing, touching, conversing with (darsana
spﬁaréanq‘ a_lgp_g), or living with (saha vasadibhih) Krsna's
devotee (krsnasya bhaktah saksad) for even a moment
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The Srimad-Bhégavatam (7.5.32) states:
naisarn matis tavad urukramanghrim

sprsaty ;il_;rthapagamo yad-arthah
mahiyasam pada-rajo-'bhisekam

niskificananam na vrnita yavat

As long as their intelligence (yavat matih) does not accept (na
vrnita) the dust from the feet (pada-rajo-ahhisekarn) of devotees
(mahiyasarh) having no material desires (niskificananarh), the
intelligence of these people (esarn matih) will not realize the lotus
feet of the Lord (sprsaty tavad urukrama anghrim), whose
secondary goal (yad-arthah) is destruction of samsara (anartha
apagamah).




The scriptures often state that without the association of the
Lord's devotees, Bhaktidevi does not manitfest in the heart.

[t is most necessary tor sadhakas to associate with devotees.

Therefore, in this context, the word jana-sanga is understood

to mean persons who are devoid of devotion.




That is why Srila Riipa Prabhu has included the instruction
to give up worldly association as one of the limbs of
devotional service.

In the Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu (1.2.43) it is said:
sanga tyago vidurena bhagavad vimukhair janaih

"One who desires to attain devotion to Krsna should

caretully give up the association ot worldly Eeoplé."




That means the devotees should not engage in the activities
mentioned in the fourth verse of the Upadesamrta with
worldly people. DRCivry Sewgle
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Activities like talking with worldly people in
one's work is not considered association.

When the same activities are done with alfection for
someone, then that is considered association with that
person.




Every practicing devotee should know the various kinds of
worldly peopie:

Therefore we are hereby most unwillingly enumerating these
people. -

These worldly people are of seven kinds: (1) Mayavadis and
atheists, (2) sense enjoyers, (3) those who fond of the sense

enjoyers, (4) women, (5) womanizers, (6) the hypocritically
devout _and (7) the ill-behaved foolish outcastes.




1. Mayavadis and Atheists: The Mayavadis do not accept the

eternal name, form, qualities, and pastimes of the Supreme
Lord.
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They consider the living entity as a product of maya;
therefore in their opinion the living entity has no eternal
existence. B

They do not consider devotional service eternal; rather, they
consider it a temporary method to cultivate knowledge.




All the Mayavadi conclusions are opposed to the principles of
devotional service.

Therefore by associating with Mayavadis, one's devotion
gradually disappears.

Sri_Svartipa Damodara gave the following instruction in
Caitanya-caritamrta (Antya 2.94-95):




buddhi bhrasta haila tomara gopalera sange
mayavada sunibare upajila range
vaisnava hana yeba Sariraka-bhasya sune
sevya-sevaka-bhava chadi' apanare 'iSvara' mane

—

"You have lost your intelligence in the association ot Gopala,
and therefore you are eager to hear the Mayavada
philosophy. When a Vaisnava listens to the Sariraka-bhasya,
the Mayavada commentary upon the Vedanta-siitras, he gives
up the Krsna conscious attitude that the Lord is the master
and the living entity is His servant. Instead, he considers
himselt the Supreme Lord."



Those who do not accept the Supreme Lord, who is glorified
by the Vedas, are called nastikas, or atheists.

Their minds have been polluted by false arguments; theretfore
one's devotion is lost in their association.

2. Sense Enjovers: Association with sense enjoyers _is
harmtul.




Those who are always busy associating with sense enjoyment are
filled with blasphemy, envy, and violence.

Quarrel, argument, and hankering for sense enjoyment is their life.

The more they enjoy, the more their thirst for sense enjoyment
Increases.

The sense enjoyers do not get time to speak or hear topics of Krsna.




Whether they engage in pious activities or sinful activities, the sense
enjoyers always remain far from knowledge of the self.

Therefore in the Caitanya-caritamrta (Antya 6.278) Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu has said:
visayira anna khaile malina haya mana
malina mana haile nahe krsnera smarana

"When one eats food offered by a materialistic man, one's mind
becomes contaminated, and when the mind is contaminated, one is
unable to think of Krsna properly."




Those persons who externally engage in sensual activities and accept
sense objects just to maintain body and soul together but Tntermatty—
engage in their constitutional position as servants of Krsna are not
counted amongst the sense enjoyers, who are attached the fruits o of
their activities.

The sense enjoyers and persons fond of sense enjoyers are both
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3. Persons who are fond of Sense Enjoyers: Persons who are fond of
se ' re themselves also sense enjoyers, because they
always think of sense enjoyment within their hearts.




Lnere are some people wno are not themselves sense
enjoyers, but they take pleasure in associating with sense
enjoyers.

Their association should also be renounced, because they
will _soon become sense enjoyers and bad association
themselves.
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There are two types of sense enjoyers—those who are
ex(remely attached to sense enjoyment and devotees who are
attached to sense enjovment.




Associating with those who are extremely attached should be
totally rejected. Ol o et & ke €

The devotees who are attached to sense enjoyment are also of
two types—those who have included the Lord as a part of
their sense enjoyment and those who have kept the Lord in
the center of their sense enjoyment.

Association with the latter type is preferable to association
_with the former.




Although those who engage in sense enjoyment according to
religious codes are better than the sinful sense enjoyers, still

the practicing devotee should naot associate with them until

they become devotees.

Simply by wearing the dress ol a renunciate one does not
become a devotee iree from sense gratification, because
renunciates often collect and save objects of sense
enjoyment.




Qn_the other hand, many persons resemble sense enjoyers
but utilize everything in the worship of Lord Hari in the

mood of detachment.

Considering all this, the practicing devotee should give up
the association of sense enjoyers and those fond of them and

engage in devotional service in a secluded place or, if he is

fortunate, in the association ot genuine devotees.
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