
Six Faults that Destroy 
Bhakti

5. Jana-saìga - Association 
with worldly-minded persons



4-5. Opposite Sex: Do not associate with women.

On the other hand, when a woman is engaged in sädhana-
bhakti, she should not associate with men.

Associating with the opposite sex is very inauspicious for the
advancing devotee.



There are two types of men and women.

When a man and woman are married according to religious
principles, there is no sin in their touching and talking with
each other; rather, this touching and talking is beneficial
because of the scriptural sanction.

There is, however, no provision for illusory activities other
than the execution of reciprocal duties.



If they are illusioned by each other and they engage in
activities other than prescribed duties, then that is called stré-
saìga and puruña-saìga, or association with the opposite sex.

For those who are engaged in worshiping Kåñëa, such
association yields inauspicious results.

If either one is guilty of such association, then they become
an obstacle for the other party.



If the wife is helpful in the discharge of devotional service,
then the fault of stré-sanga does not arise.

But if the wife is an impediment in the discharge of
devotional service, then one should carefully give up her
association.

We should consider the behavior of the great Vaiñëava
äcärya, Çrémad Rämänujäcärya.



Çrémad Rämänujäcärya sent his wife to her parent's home
after she offended his guru's wife.

He then took sannyäsa, in this connection.

When there is no marital relationship and one converses
with a woman with evil intentions, then this is stré-saìga.

That is sinful and detrimental to devotional service.



Considering these points, the practicing devotee should very
carefully give up the association of women and persons fond
of women.

As stated in Çrémad-Bhägavatam (3.31.35):



na tathäsya bhaven moho
bandhaç cänya-prasaìgataù
yoñit-saìgäd yathä puàso
yathä tat-saìgi-saìgataù

Man’s bondage and bewilderment (asya mohah ca bandha) is
not due to (na tathä bhavet) attachment to objects (anya-
prasaìgataù) as much as (yathä) it is due to his association
with woman (yoñit-saìgäd) and to his association with men
who associate with women (yathä tat-saìgi-saìgataù
puàsah).



For a householder devotee, touching and speaking to his wife
in the above mentioned manner is not detrimental to
devotional service; but for a renunciate there cannot be any
type of talking or touching a woman, otherwise his practice
of devotional service will be completely spoiled.

Association with such a deviated person should be totally
rejected.



6. Hypocritically Devout: One should give up the association
of dharma-dhvajés, the hypocritically devout, with special
care.

Those who accept the external signs of dharma but do not
actually follow dharma are called dharma-dhvajés.

There are two types of dharma-dhvajés—the hypocrites and
the fools, or the cheaters and the cheated.



Such hypocrisy in jïäna-kaëòa and karma-kaëòa is also
condemned.

In devotional service this hypocrisy ruins everything.

Better associate with sense enjoyers, for in this whole world
there is no worse association than the dharma-dhvajé.



The deceitful dharma-dhvajés accept the signs of dharma
with a desire to cheat the world, and to fulfill their crooked
desires they cheat the foolish by helping them in their
rascaldom.

Some of them become gurus and others become disciples,
and by trickery they accumulate wealth, women, false-
prestige, and material assets.

If one gives up the association of crooked hypocrites, then he
can honestly engage in devotional service.



Honest worship is the only way to attain Kåñëa's mercy.

As stated in Çrémad-Bhägavatam (1.3.38):
sa veda dhätuù padavéà parasya
duranta-véryasya rathäìga-päëeù

yo 'mäyayä santatayänuvåttyä
bhajeta tat-päda-saroja-gandham

"Only those who (yah) render unreserved (amäyayä), uninterrupted
(santatayä), favorable (anuvåttyä) service (bhajeta) unto the lotus
feet of Lord Kåñëa (tat-päda-saroja-gandham), who carries the wheel
of the chariot in His hand (rathäìga-päëeù), can know the creator of
the universe (sa veda dhätuù) in His full glory (duranta-véryasya),
power (padavéà) and transcendence (parasya)."



Again in Çrémad-Bhägavatam (2.7.42) Lord Brahmä tells Närada:

yeñäà sa eña bhagavän dayayed anantaù
sarvätmanäçrita-pado yadi nirvyalékam
te dustaräm atitaranti ca deva-mäyäà

naiñäà mamäham iti dhéù çva-çågäla-bhakñye

Those to whom (sah yeñäà) the infinite Lord shows mercy (dayayed
bhagavän anantaù) -- when they attain devotees who are surrendered
completely to the lotus feet of the Lord (yadi sarvätmanä äçrita-pado) and
who have no material desires (nirvyalékam) – cross (atitaranti) the
insurmountable ocean of mäyä (dustaräm deva-mäyäà) and understand the
Lord (ca). They (eñäà) are devoid of the intelligence (na dhéù) which thinks
in terms of “my body” and the “bodies of my family members” (mama aham
iti) which are worthy food for dogs and jackals (çva-çågäla-bhakñye).



Externally exhibiting the symptoms of a Vaiñëava while internally
remaining a Mäyävädé is actually pseudo-Vaiñëavism, or hypocrisy.

In Çré Caitanya-caritämåta (Antya 13.93, 109-110) there is a
description of Rämadäsa Viçväsa, who was externally a great
Vaiñëava, devoted to Lord Rämacandra:

añöa-prahara räma-näma japena rätri-dine
sarva tyaji’ calilä jagannätha-daraçane

Rämadäsa had renounced everything and was going to see Lord
Jagannätha. While traveling, he chanted the holy name of Lord Räma
twenty-four hours a day.



rämadäsa yadi prathama prabhure mililä
mahäprabhu adhika täìre kåpä nä karilä

When Rämadäsa Viçväsa met Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu, the Lord did
not show him any special mercy, although this was their first
meeting.

antare mumukñu teìho, vidyä-garvavän
sarva-citta-jïätä prabhu—sarvajïa bhagavän

Within his heart, Rämadäsa Viçväsa was an impersonalist who
desired to merge into the existence of the Lord, and he was very
proud of his learning. Since Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu is the
omniscient Supreme Personality of Godhead, He can understand the
heart of everyone, and thus He knew all these things.



Çréla Narottama däsa Öhäkura, in his great humility, has stated:
käma, krodha chaya jane
laïä phire nänä sthäne

viñaya bhuïjäya nänä mate.
haiyä mäyära däsa
kari nänä abhiläña

tomära smaraëa gela düre
artha-läbha-ei äçe

kapaöa-vaiñëava-veñe
bhramiyä bulaye ghare ghare.

"The six enemies, beginning with lust and anger, are taking me here and there
to enjoy various forms of sense gratification. Being a servant of Mäyä, I have
unlimited desires and have therefore forgotten You. Hoping to gain wealth, I
wander from house to house in the dress of a pseudo-Vaiñëava."



Unless one gives up the association of this type of dharma-
dvajé, one cannot purely engage in devotional service.

Most of the people in the world are of this type.

Therefore until one gets the opportunity to associate with a
pure devotee, he should pass his life engaged in devotional
service in a solitary place.



7. The ill-behaved foolish outcastes: The worship of Kåñëa is
not enhanced by associating with ill-behaved, foolish
outcastes.

They are naturally attached to eating meat and drinking
wine, and they are not situated in varëäçrama-dharma. Their
character is always unregulated.

By associating with ill-behaved persons, the mind becomes
polluted.



But if those persons become faithful in devotional service by
associating with a Vaiñëava and they gradually get a taste for
worshiping Kåñëa with a pure heart, then their association is
auspicious.

Even if they commit abominable actions for some time due to
their former nature, still they are sadhus.

In Bhagavad-gétä (9.30-31) it is said:



api cet su-duräcäro
bhajate mäm ananya-bhäk
sädhur eva sa mantavyaù
samyag vyavasito hi saù

Even if (api cet) the most sinful person (su-duräcäro)
worships Me (bhajate mäm) with no other desire than to
please Me (ananya-bhäk), I consider that person to be My
devotee (sädhur eva sa mantavyaù), as he has fixed himself
completely in Me (samyag vyavasito hi saù).



kñipraà bhavati dharmätmä
çaçvac-chäntià nigacchati

kaunteya pratijänéhi
na me bhaktaù praëaçyati

Very quickly he becomes a righteous person (kñipraà
bhavati dharmätmä), and becomes completely devoid of
contamination (çaçvat-çäntià nigacchati). O son of Kunté
(kaunteya), you declare (pratijänéhi) that My devotee never
perishes (na me bhaktaù praëaçyati).



The purport is this: If the outcastes attain faith in unalloyed
devotional service by some good fortune, then it can be said
that they have attained the genuine path.

There is no doubt that in a short time they too will become
pure and peaceful by following the footsteps of Haridäsa
Öhäkura.

Ill-behavior, due to one's nature, necessarily remains for
some time.



Even then, such association cannot be called bad.

In the Çrémad-Bhägavatam (11.20.27-29) the symptoms of
such persons are described as follows:



jäta-çraddho mat-kathäsu
nirviëëaù sarva-karmasu

veda duùkhätmakän kämän
parityäge 'py anéçvaraù

tato bhajeta mäà prétaù
çraddhälur dåòha-niçcayaù
juñamäëaç ca tän kämän

duùkhodarkäàç ca garhayan



Having awakened faith in the narrations of My glories (jäta-çraddho
mat-kathäsu), being disgusted with all prescribed activities
(varëäçrama) (nirviëëaù sarva-karmasu), knowing that all sense
gratification leads to misery (veda duùkhätmakaà kämän), but still
being unable to renounce all sense enjoyment (parityäge apy
anéçvaraù), My devotee should remain happy (tato prétaù) and
worship Me (mäà bhajeta) with great faith and conviction
(çraddhälur dåöha-niçcayaù). Even though he is sometimes engaged
in sense enjoyment (juñamäëaç ca tän kämän), My devotee knows
that all sense gratification leads to a miserable result (duùkha
udarkäàç), and he sincerely repents such activities (ca garhayan).
(SB 11.20.27-28)



jäta-çraddho mat-kathäsu – Has awakened faith in the process of bhakti

nirviëëaù sarva-karmasu – Disgusted with all prescribed duties

veda duùkhätmakaà kämän – Understands that sense gratification leads to misery

parityäge ’py anéçvaraù – Still unable to give up sense gratification

juñamäëaç ca tän kämän duùkhodarkäàç ca garhayan – Unable to give up sense
gratification, he sincerely repents for engaging in such acts

Krsna’s instructions to such Sadhakas

tato bhajeta mäà prétaù çraddhälur dåöha-niçcayaù - Remain happy and worship Me with
great faith and conviction



proktena bhakti-yogena
bhajato mäsakån muneù
kämä hådayyä naçyanti
sarve mayi hådi sthite

When an intelligent person (muneù) engages constantly in
worshiping Me (bhajato mäm asakåt) through loving
devotional service as described by Me (proktena bhakti-
yogena), his heart becomes firmly situated in Me (mayi hådi
sthite). Thus all material desires within the heart are
destroyed (sarve kämä hådayyä naçyanti)."



The conclusion is that the association of pious and sinful
persons who are bereft of Kåñëa consciousness is undesirable.

On the other hand, the association of persons who are sinful,
yet devoted to the Lord, is desirable.

The Bhakti-rasämåta-sindhu (1.2.51) quotes the following
verse spoken by Mahäåñi Kätyäyana in the Kätyäyana-
saàhitä:



varaà huta-vaha-jvälä-
païjaräntar-vyavasthitiù
na çauri-cintä-vimukha-
jana-saàväsa-vaiçasam

It is preferable (varaà) to remain within a cage (païjaräntar
vyavasthitiù) of blazing fire (huta vaha jvälä) than to have the
misfortune (vaiçasam) of living in association with persons (jana
saàväsa) who are opposed to thinking of the Lord (çauri cintä
vimukha).

While practicing devotional service one should carefully understand
this subject and act accordingly.



Srila Prabhupada on 
Jana Sanga



Jana Sanga – Nectar of Instruction

One should also avoid association with Mäyävädés, who simply
blaspheme Vaiñëavas (devotees).

Bhukti-kämés, who are interested in material happiness, mukti-kämés,
who desire liberation by merging into the existence of the formless
Absolute (Brahman), and siddhi-kämés, who desire the perfection of
mystic yoga practice, are classified as atyähärés.

To associate with such persons is not at all desirable.



Jana Sanga – Nectar of Instruction

Desires to expand the mind by perfecting mystic yoga, merging into
the existence of Brahman, or attaining whimsical material prosperity
are all included within the category of greed (laulya).

All attempts to acquire such material benefits or so-called spiritual
advancement are impediments on the path of Kåñëa consciousness.



Srila Bhakti Rakshak
Sridhara Maharaj



Jana-sanga means to be very approachable to the ordinary
public, for politics, sociality, feeding the poor etc.

So many conceptions and ideals are there all around, and to
chase them or to be captivated by them is jana-sanga.

Sadhu-sanga means that association which promotes us
towards a higher cause, and that which takes us away from
that cause is jana-sanga or asat-sanga – just the opposite, a
perverted reflection.



It must not be maladjusted.

Each person should be properly adjusted.

We must have eagerness to mix with the sadhus of a higher
type.

Instead of that, if we allow ourselves to mix with the ordinary
public, in the name of preaching or collection or any other
thing, that will be detrimental to our cause.



We are finite beings that are lost here.

We have a long journey ahead with much trouble, but the
disappointment and dejection is minimized if we have good
association on that long journey.

By talking with them about the Lord, we can go on.

We forget the weariness of the journey.



krsna-bhakti-janma-mula haya ‘sadhu-sanga’
krsna-prema janme, tenho punar mukhya anga

The root cause of devotion to Krsna is association with
advanced devotees. Even when one’s dormant love for Krsna
awakens, the association with devotees is still most essential.
(Cc. Madhya 22.83)


