Six Qualities that Enhance Bhakti

10. Tat-tat-karma-pravartana - Various
activities favorable for devotional
service



Topic-12

Angas of Devotional

Service



Angas of Devotional Service

hari-bhakti-vilase ’sya
bhakter angani laksasah |

kintu tani prasiddhani

nirdiSyante yathamati

In the Hari-bhakti-vilasa (hari-bhakti-vilase)
innumerable angas of bhakti are mentioned
(bhakter angani laksasah). Among those, the most
famous ones (kintu tani prasiddhani) will be
explained (nirdisyante) to the best of my
judgment (yatha mati).



Door to Devotional Service — The first 20 Angas
(The Do’s)

. guru-padasraya — Taking shelter of a guru

2. krsna-diksadi-siksanam - Taking Diksa and
aquiring knowledge from him

3. visrambhena guroh seva — Service to guru with
respect



Door to Devotional Service — The first 20 Angas
(The Do’s)
4. sadhu-vartma anuvartanam - Following the

rules of the scriptures as approved by the
acaryas

5. sad-dharma-prccha — Inquiry about the real
duties of life

6. bhogadi-tyagah krsnasya hetave — Renunciation
of enjoyment to gain Krsna’s mercy



Door to Devotional Service — The first 20 Angas
(The Do’s)

7. nivaso dvaraka adau va gangader api
sannidhau — Residing in Dvaraka or other holy
places, or near the Ganga

8. vyavaharesu sarvesu vyavad-arthanuvartita -
Accepting only what is necessary in dealing

with the body



Door to Devotional Service — The first 20 Angas
(The Do’s)

O. hari-vasara-sammano — Observing the Ekadasi
vrata

10.dhatry-asvatthadi-gauravam — giving respect to
the amalaki, asvattha and other items



Door to Devotional Service — The first 20 Angas
(The Do’s)

esam atra dasanganam
bhavet prarambha-rupata

Preliminary bhakti (atra prarambha-rupata)
should consist of these ten angas (esam dasa
anganam bhavet).



Door to Devotional Service — The first 20 Angas

(The Dont’s)
11.sanga-tyago vidarena bhagavad-vimukhair
janaih — Giving up the association of those
opposed to the Lord

12.Sisyady an-anubandhitvalmn — not being
attached to making disciples

13.maha arambhady-anudyamah - not being
enthusiastic for huge undertakings



Door to Devotional Service — The first 20 Angas

(The Dont’s)
14.bahu-grantha-kalabhyasa-vyakhya-vada-
vivarjanam - avoiding the study of useless
books in order to earn a living or to defeat
others in useless arguments

15.vyavahare ’py akarpanyam - mnot feeling
miserable in any material circumstances

16.So0kady-avasa-vartita — not being subject to
lamentation or other extreme emotions



Door to Devotional Service — The first 20 Angas
(The Dont’s)

17.anya-devan avajia — not showing disrespect to
devatas

18.bhiita  anudvega-dayita - not  giving
disturbance to other living beings



Door to Devotional Service — The first 20 Angas
(The Dont’s)

19.seva-nama aparadhanam wudbhava abhava-
karita — not committing of seva-aparadha or
nama-aparadha

20.krsna-tad-bhakta-vidvesa-vinindady-
asahisnuta — not tolerating the criticism of
Krsna and His devotees by those who hate them



Door to Devotional Service — The first 20 Angas
(The Dont’s)

vyatirekatayamisar
dasanam syad anusthitih

These ten angas should be observed (amisam
dasanarmm  anusthitth syad) by avoidance
(vyatirekataya).



Door to Devotional Service — The first 20 Angas
(The Dont’s)

* These twenty angas serve as the door for
entering bhakti.

* The first three angas — taking shelter of the feet
of guru, receiving teachings after initiation, and
serving the guru with respect — are said to be
the principal ones.



List of the other 44 Angas

. marking the body with the Vaisnava symbols

. marking the body with the syllables of the
Lord’s names

. wearing the garlands, tlowers and sandalwood
otfered to the deity

. dancing before the deity

. offering respects on the ground



List of the other 44 Angas

6. rising up to see the Lord

7. tollowing behind the Lord’s procession

8. going to the Lord’s residence

9. circumambulating the Lord or His dhama

10.performing arcana



List of the other 44 Angas

11.performing menial service to the deity
12.singing for the deity

13.singing in a group

14.performing japa

15.ottering words or sentiments



List of the other 44 Angas

16.reciting prayers
17.tasting food ottered to the Lord
18.tasting the foot water of the Lord

19.smelling the incense and tlowers offered to the
Lord

20.touching the deity



List of the other 44 Angas

21.seeing the deity
22.seeing the aratrika and festivals

23. hearing the name, form, qualities and pastimes
of the Lord

24.accepting the mercy of the Lord

25.remembrance of the Lord



List of the other 44 Angas

26.meditating on the Lord
27.acting as a servant of the Lord
28.thinking of the Lord as a friend
29.oftering oneself to the Lord

30.ottering the best items to the Lord



List of the other 44 Angas

31.making tull efforts for the Lord
32.surrendering to the Lord
33.serving tulasi

34.studying the scriptures

35. living in Mathura



List of the other 44 Angas

36. serving the devotees

37. holding festivals according one’s means with
the devotees

38. observing Kartika vrata

39. observing Janmastami and other special
occasions

40. having faith and great atfection for serving the
deity



List of the other 44 Angas

41. Relishing Bhagavatam in association of
devotees

42. Associating with like-minded, affectionate,
superior devotees

43. Nama-sankirtana

44. Living in the area of Mathura



Rupa Goswami’s glorification of the last five items

durahadbhuta-virye ’smin

Sraddha dare’stu parncake |
yatra svalpo’pi sambandhah
sad-dhiyam bhava-janmane ||

The last five items (pancake) have inconceivable and
astonishing power (durttha adbhuta-virye). What to
speak of having faith in these items (asmin sraddha duare
astu), if there is just a little relationship with these items
(yatra svalpah api sambandhah), persons who are devoid
of offenses (sad-dhiyam) can attain the level of bhava
(bhava-janmane). (BRS)



Scriptural Proot for the
64 Angas of Devotional

Service



1. Guru-padasrayah — Taking shelter of the Lotus feet of
Guru

tasmad gurum prapadyeta
jijidsuh sreya uttamam |
Sabde pare ca nisnatarm

brahmany upasamasrayam

Therefore (tasmad), any person who seriously desires real
happiness (uttamam Sreya jijiasuh) must seek a spiritual
master (gururn  prapadyeta), who is conversant
(nisnatarmm) with the bhakti scriptures (sabde),
accomplished in hearing and chanting about the Lord

(pare brahmany), and fully tranquil (upasama asrayam).
(SB11.3.21)



One should surrender to a guru who is skilful
(nisnatam) in understanding the meaning of the
Vedas ($abde) and other scriptures.

If he does not have this quality, the faith of the
disciple will become weak, since he will not be able
to destroy the doubts of the disappointed disciple.

He should be capable as well in realizing the Lord
(pare).



Otherwise, his mercy will not bear results.

The position of being fixed in realization of the Lord
is described: he is not under control of anger and
greed (upasamasrayam).



Importance of Guru



111.20.17 |
nr-deham adyam su-labham su-durlabham

plavam su-kalpam guru-karnadharam
mayanukiilena nabhasvateritam
puman bhavabdhir na taret sa atma-ha

Having attained the human body (nr-deham), which is rarely
attained (su-durlabhar), but attained easily sometimes by good
fortune (adyam su-labham), and which is like a well-
constructed boat (plavam su-kalpam), with the guru as the
captain (guru-karnadharam), pushed by the favorable wind of
serving me (maya anukiilena nabhasvata iritam), a person who
does mnot cross the ocean of material existence (puman
bhavabdhim na taret) is a killer of himself (sa atma-ha).



2. Sri-krsna-diksadi-siksanarh — Acquiring knowledge

after initiation

tatra bhagavatan dharman
Siksed gurv-atma-daivatah |
amayayanuvrttya yais
tusyed atmatma-do harih

Accepting the bona fide spiritual master as one’s life and
soul and worshipable deity (gurv-atma-daivatah), the
disciple should learn from him (Siksed) the process of
pure bhakti (bhagavatan dharman) by sincere service
(amayaya anuvrttya). By that pure bhakti the Lord (yaih),
the supreme soul (atma), will be satistied (tusyed), and
give Himself to that devotee (atma-dah). (SB 11.3.22)



What is Diksa?



| Bhakti Sandharba - 283

divyam jhanam yato dadyat

kuryat papasya sanksayam
tasmad dikseti sa prokta
desikais tattva-kovidaih

Diksa is the process by which one can awaken his
transcendental knowledge (divyam jhanam vyato
dadyat) and vanquish all reactions caused by sinful
activity (kuryat papasya sanksayam). A person expert
in the study of the revealed scriptures (desikais tattva-
kovidaih) knows this process as diksa (dikseti sa
prokta).



Is Diksa Compulsory?

Can’t I Progress in
Bhakti Without Diksa?



| Madhya 15.108 ||
diksa-purascarya-vidhi apeksa na kare
jihva-sparse a-candala sabare uddhare

One does not have to undergo (apeksa na kare)
initiation or execute the activities required before
initiation (diksa-purascarya-vidhi). One simply has
to vibrate the holy name with his lips (jihva-
sparse). Thus even a man in the lowest class
lcandala] can be delivered (a-candala sabare

uddhare).



| Madhya 15.108 - Purport ||
vinaiva diksam viprendra
purascaryam vinaiva hi
vinaiva nyasa-vidhina
japa-matrena siddhi-da

O best of the brahmanas (viprendra), even without
initiation (vinaiva diksam), preliminary purification
(purascaryam vinaiva hi) or acceptance of the
renounced order (vinaiva nyasa-vidhina), one can
attain perfection in devotional service simply by
chanting the Lord’s holy name (japa-matrena siddhi-

da).



| Madhya 15.108 - Purport ||

In other words, the chanting of the Hare Krsna

maha-mantra is so powertful that it does not depend

on lofficial initiation) but if one is initiated and

engages in pancaratra-vidhi (Deity worship), his

Krsna consciousness will awaken very soon, and his

identification with the material world will be

vanquished.




| Madhya 15.108 - Purport ||

The more one is freed from material identification,

the more one can realize that the spirit soul is

qualitatively as good as the Supreme Soul.

At such a time, when one is situated on the absolute

platform, one can understand that the holy name of
the Lord and the Lord Himself are identical.




| Madhya 15.108 - Purport ||
At that stage of realization, the holy name of the

Lord, the Hare Krsna mantra, cannot be identified

with any material sound.

If one accepts the Hare Krsna maha-mantra as a

material vibration, he talls down.

g

One should worship and chant the holy name of the

Lord by accepting it as the Lord Himself.




| Madhya 15.108 - Purport ||

One should therefore be initiated properly

according to revealed scriptures under the direction

of a bona fide spiritual master.




3. Visrambhena guroh seva — Serving the guru with

reverence

acaryam marm vijaniyan

nzlvjmanyeta karhicit |
na martya-buddhyasiyeta

sarva-deva-mayo guruh

One should know the acarya as Mysell (acaryam marn
vijaniyan) and never disrespect him in any way (na
avamanyeta karhicit). One should not envy him (na
astiyeta), thinking him an ordinary man (martya-
buddhva), for he is the representative of all the demigods
(sarva-deva-mayo guruh). (SB 11.17.27)




4. Sadhu-vartmanuvartanam — Following the scriptural

rules

sa mrgyah sreyasarm hetuh

panthah santapa-varjitah |
anavaptasramain purve
yena santah pratasthire

One should follow (sah_mrgyah) the scriptural rules
(panthah) which give the highest benefit (Sreyasam
hetuh) and are devoid of hardship (santapa-varjitah), by
which the previous devotees easily progressed (yena
purve santah anavapta Sramam pratasthire). (Skandha

Purana)
“urar




4. Sadhu-vartma anuvartanam — Following the scriptural
rules

Sruti-smrti-puranadi-
pancaratra-vidhir vina |
aikantiki harer bhaktir
utpatayaiva kalpate

Even il a person seems to have attained £teadin_es§ in
practicing pure bhakti to the Lord (aikantiki harer
bhaktir), that bhakti is a misfortune (utpataya eva
kalpate) if it rejects the rules of sruti, smrti, purana and
paficaratra (Sruti-smrti-puranadi-pancaratra-vidhirm vina)
due to lack of faith in them (implied). (Brahma-yamala)




4. Sadhu-vartma anuvartanam — Following the
scriptural rules

* This quotation shows the fault in not observing the

rules of scripture.
HSA

* With the mention of sruti and other scriptures, it
means that, among the scriptures, one should
accept the Vaisnava scriptures, for one should
accept only those things for which one is qualified
and not other things.

* This is understood from the verse sve sve ’dhikara
(SB 11.21.2) previously quoted.




4. Sadhu-vartma anuvartanam — Following the

scriptural rules

* “Bhakti without the rule of the scriptures
(...vidhim vina) means “bhakti with disregard
for the rules because of having no faith in
scriptures.”

g—

* It does not mean disregard because of fatigue or

(unintentional) ignorance.




4. Sadhu-vartma anuvartanam — Following the
scriptural rules

* This is understood from the verse “dhavan
nimilya va netre”: “O_King, one who accepts
this process of devotional service to the
Supreme Personality of Godhead will never
blunder on his path in this world.

* Even while running with eyes closed (ignorant),
he will never trip or fall.” (SB 11.2.35)




4. Sadhu-vartma anuvartanam — Following the
scriptural rules

* Ajkantiki in the verse means “even after having
attained steadiness.”

 Thus, even after attaining steadiness in the
practice of bhakti, if it is executed without

regard for scriptural rules hecause of no belief in

scriptures, then it produces disaster.




4. Sadhu-vartma anuvartanam — Following the scriptural

rules

bhaktir aikantiki veyam
avicarat pratiyate |
vastutas tu tatha naiva
yad asastriyateksyate

This type of bhakti (iyam bhaktih) appears to be pure
(aikantiki prativate) only because of misjudging the tacts
(avicarat). Actually, it is not aikantiki-bhakti at all
(vastutah tu_tatha na_eva), because lack of scriptural
obedience is seen in it (}_@é asastriyata 1ksyate).




4. Sadhu-vartma anuvartanam — Following the
scriptural rules

How could it be pure, aikantiki-bhakti, it there
is disregard tor scriptures?

On the other hand, if it is actually pure bhakii,
then how can it produce misfortune?

This verse answers.



4. Sadhu-vartma anuvartanam — Following the scriptural

rules

The devotion of Buddha, Dattatreya and others, whose
philosophies completely reject the Vedic_scriptures,
appears to be bikéQM but that is because of
one’s misjudgment only, for that “devotion” (yad)
completely rejects the scriptures — the Vedas, its angas
and scriptures tollowing the Vedas.

It that is so, then there can be no proper results, for
according to the Vedanta: $astra-yonitvat: the Lord is

known only through scriptures (Vedanta-satra 1.1.3).




4. Sadhu-vartma anuvartanam — Following the
scriptural rules

* Theretore, if one disregards the Vedas and

supporting scriptures attained through the

beginningless authorized disciplic succession

embodying the teachings of the Lord, who is the
very source of Buddha and others, how can that
bhakti be pure? This should be the meaning.

* Moreover, it is by the Vedic scriptures that one
can understand that Buddha and others have the
status of avataras.




4. Sadhu-vartma anuvartanam — Following the
scriptural rules

* Moreover, it is by the Vedic scriptures that we
understand that Buddha preached atheistic
scriptures in order to bewilder the asuras.

* There it is also explained that Buddha was only
an avesavatara.

* Thus, one should not take his teachings as
Juthoritative.




5. sad-dharma-prccha — Inquiry into bhakti

acirad eva sarvarthah
sidhyaty esam abhipsitah |
sad-dharmasyavabodhaya
yesari nirbandhini matih

Those whose minds are attached (yesam
nirbandhini matih) to understanding bhakti to the
Lord (sad-dharmasya avabodhaya) quickly attain

(acirad eva sidhyaty) aﬂ_mm_dmmd_ggals (esam

sarva abhipsitah arthah). (Naradiya Purana)




| 4.34 ||
tad viddhi pranipatena
pariprasnena sevaya
upadeksyanti te jianam
jiianinas tattva-darsinah

Know this by surrender (tad viddhi pranipatena),
questioning and service (pariprasnena sevaya). The
seers of truth (tattva-darsinah), the jianis (te
jnaninah), will teach you this knowledge (jfianam
upadeksyanti)



Baladeva

The Lord now teaches knowledge ot worshipping
the Lord’s svariipa.

To attain this knowledge a person must take
association with devotees.

That he teaches in this verse.



Baladeva

Pranipata means offering respects like dandavats.

Seva means serving these devotees like menial
servants.

Pariprasna means to ask various questions about
the Lord’s form, qualities and powers.



Baladeva

* “But they will not teach this, since they are
inditferent to the world.”

* “These men with knowledge, who understand
their own atma and the Supreme atma, seeing
your desire to know, indicated through your
obeisances, questions and service, will teach such
a person as you that knowledge of the Lord, for
having seen the truth (tattva darsinah), they are
merciful and preach that knowledge.”



Srila Prabhupada

* One has to approach a bona fide spiritual master
to receive the knowledge.

* Such a spiritual master should be accepted in tull
surrender, and one should serve the spiritual
master like a menial servant, without false
prestige.

* Satistaction of the self-realized spiritual master is
the secret of advancement in spiritual life.



Srila Prabhupada

* Inquiries and submission constitute the proper
combination for spiritual understanding.

* Unless there is submission and service, inquiries
from the learned spiritual master will not be
etfective.

* One must be able to pass the test of the spiritual
master, and when he sees the genuine desire of
the disciple, he automatically blesses the disciple
with genuine spiritual understanding.



Srila Prabhupada

* In this verse, both blind following and absurd
inquiries are condemned.

* Not only should one hear submissively from the
spiritual master, but one must also get a clear
understanding from him, in submission and service
and inquiries.



Srila Prabhupada

* A bona fide spiritual master is by nature very kind
toward the disciple.

* Therefore when the student is submissive and is
always ready to render service, the reciprocation of
knowledge and inquiries becomes pertect.



6. krsnarthe bhogadi-tyago — Renouncing enjoyment for

pleasing Krsna

harim uddisya bhogani
kale tyaktavatas tava |
visnu-loka-sthita sam&
alola sa pratiksate

When you give up enjoyable objects (bhogani
tyaktavatas) at the time of enjoying (kale), aiming at the
pleasure of the Lord (harim uddisya), the permanent
wealth (alola sampad) situated in Visnu-loka (visnu-loka-
sthita) awaits you (pratiksate). (Padma Purana)

a—




7. dvarakadi-nivaso — Living in Dvaraka or other holy

places

samvatsaram va sanmasan
masaril masardham eva va |
dvaraka-vasinah sarve

nara naryas caturbhujah

Anyone who lives in Dvaraka (dvaraka-vasinah sarve) for
one year, six months (samvatsaram va sad masan), one
month or even halt a month (masai masardham eva va),
whether man or woman (nara na}‘_y_gh) attains a four-
handed form in the spiritual sky (catur bhujah) (Skanda
Purana)




7. dvarakadi-nivaso — Living in Dvaraka or other holy
places - Ganga

ya vai lasac-chri-tulasi-vimisra-
krsnanghri-renv-abhyadhikambu-netri |
punati sesan ubhayatra lokan
kas tarh na seveta marisyamanah

Who at the point ot death (kah marisyamanah) would not
serve the Ganga (tarn na seveta) who (ya), carrying water
(ambu-netr1) made excellent (abhyadhika) by the dust of
Krsna’s teet (krsnanghri-renu) mixed with beautiful tulasi
(lasat-sri-tulasi-vimisra), purities the worlds (punati
lokan) along with their leaders (sa 1$an) inside and
outside, above and below (ubhayatra)(SB 1.19.6)



