Six Qualities that Enhance Bhakti

10. Tat-tat-karma-pravartana - Various
activities favorable for devotional
service



Topic-12

Angas of Devotional

Service



26. abhyutthanam — Rising when the deity approaches

yanaradham purah preksya
samayantarh janardanam |
abhyutthanam narah kurvan

patayet sarva-kilbisam

The person who rises up (abhyutthanam kurvan narah)
on seeing (purah preksya) the Lord approaching
(samayantarh janardanam) on a palanquin (yanartadharm)
will have all sins destroyed (patayet sarva-kilbisam).
(Brahmanda Purana)



27. anuvrajya — Following after the Lord’s processions

rathena saha gacchanti
parsvatah prsthato ’gratah |
visnunaiva samah sarve

bhavanti svapadadayah

All the outcastes (sarve Svapadadayah) who go along with
the chariot (rathena saha gacchanti) — be-side, behind or
in front of it (parsvatah prsthato agratah)—become
similar to Visnu (visnuna eva samah bhavanti).
(Bhavisyottara Purana)



28. sthane gatih — Going to the places of the Lord

sthanam tirtham grham casya

tatra tirthe gatir yatha

Sthanam means tirtha or temple (sthanam tirthar ca asya

grham). First going to the tirtha is illustrated (tatra tizshe

gatir yatha).




28. sthane gatih — Going to the places of the Lord

samsara-maru-kantara-

nistara-karana-ksamau |

slaghyau tav eva caranau

yau hares tirtha-gaminau

The two feet (caranau), which go to the firtha of the Lord
(yau hares tirtha-gaminau), are praiseworthy (tav_eva
slaghyau), since they enable one to cross over (nistara-
kgrana-ksama_u,) the dangerous desert of sarhsara

(samsara-maru-kantara). 761?1’1’[‘6 Purana §




28. sthane gatih (alaye) — Going to the places of the Lord
(Going to the temple)

pravisann alayam visnor
darsanartham subhaktiman |
na bhityah praviSen matuh

“kuksi-karagrhar sudhih

The intelligent person (sudhih) who enters the temple of
Visnu (pravisann alayar visnor) with devotion to see the
Lord (darsana artham subhakiiman) does not again enter
(na_bhayah praviset) the prison of a mother’s womb
(matuh kuksi-karagrharm). (Hari-bhakti-sudhodaya)




29. Parikramah — Circumambulation

visnum pradaksini-kurvan

yas tatravartate punabh |
tad evavartanar tasya_

punar navartate bhave

It a person circumambulates Visnu (yah visnum

pradaksini-kurvan) and returns to the same spot (tatra

—————

avartate punah), that returning (tad eva avartanam)

guarantees that he does not return to another birth (tasya

punar na avartate bhave). (Hari-bhakti-sudhodaya)




29. Parikramah — Circumambulation

catur-varam bhramibhis tu

——

jagat sarvam caracaram |

krantamh bhavati vipragrya

tat-tirtha-gamanadikam

o

O best of the brahmanas (vipragrya), those who

circumambulate the Lord four times (catur-varam
bhramibhih) surpass the world of moving and non-

moving creatures (jagat saryvam caracaram krantam

bhavati). This surpasses going to tirthas (tat-tirtha-

———

gamanadikam). (Skanda Purana)



29. Parikramah — Circumambulation

* Circumambulation of the deity is superior to
visiting tirthas because it more quickly produces
devotion to the Lord than going to tirthas such

as the Ganga.




30. arcanam — Deity Worship

/

Suddhi-nyasadi-puarvanga-

karma-nirvaha-purvakam |

arcanam tupacaranam

syan mantrenopapadanam

C——

Arcana means (arcanam syat) “offering _ items—
(upacaranarm upapadanam) with mantra (mantrena) after

introductory activities (parvanga-karma-nirvaha-

purvakam) such as bhiuta-Suddhi and nyasa (suddhi-
nyasadi).” (BRS)




30. arcanam — Deity Worship

Suddhi here refers to bhiita-suddhi, purification of the
elements of the body.

Nyasa refers to nyasas such as matrika-nyasa.

Ehese and other actions (\pnryﬁﬂg_&karma) are

performed prior to the otfering of items (such as lamp

and tlowers) to the deity.

Qtfering of items with—santra  along —with—these

preliminary activities is called arcana.




30. arcanam — Deity Worship

svargapavargayoh pursam

rasayam bhuvi sampadam |

sarvasam api siddhinam

miulam tac-caranarcanam

Worship of the Lord’s lotus feet (tah-carana arcanam) is

#

the root cause of all the perfections a person can tind
(purhsam s@m apjﬁsiﬂhi)nz‘nh@ in heaven, in
liberation, in the subterranean regions and on earth
(svarga apavargayoh rasayammn bhuvi sampadam).
(10.81.90)




30. arcanam — Deity Worship

 In this verse @ is _emphasized and is thus

mentioned as the mulam or root to glority it (in

comparison to processes gother than bhakti).

* However, the greatness of other angas of bhakti should

bf understood to be similar.

e If arcana is absent, another anga of bhakti can be.
performed and fulfill the(same function.




30. arcanam — Deity Worship

Sri-visnor arcanam ye tu

prakurvanti nara bhuvi |

te yantl sasvatam visnor

anandam paramar padam

Those men who perform arcana of Visnu (ye narah $ri-

visnor arcanarh prakurvanti) on this earth (bhuvi) go (te

yanti) to the eternal, supreme place of Visnu (sasvatam
visnor padam), which is full of bliss (anandarh

paramam). (Visnu-rahasya)




31. paricarya — Service to the deity

paricarya tu sevopa-

karanadi-pariskriya |

tatha prakirnaka-cchatra-

vaditradyair upasana

Paricarya consists of decorating the Lord with different
items (paricarya tu sevopakaranadi-pariskriya) and
worshipping the Lord (tatha upasana) with camara,
umbrella, music and other items (@-cdﬂna-
vaditra ad)_f_ag_}l). (BRS)




31. paricarya — Service to the deity

This can be considered part of arcana. but is listed
separately since these services can be performed

without the preliminary rites of purification (purvanga-

karma) mentioned in verse 137.

Paricarya means servigg_the Lord lef_a_kmg

There are two types: decorating with items and

worshipping with camara etc.




31. paricarya — Service to the deity

muhurtarn va muhirtardham yas

tisthed dhari-mandjre |

sa yati paramam sthanar

kim u Susrusane ratah

If one remains in the temple of the Lord (yah tisthed hari-
mgndire) for one muhurta or even halt of a muhurta

(muhturtam va muhuarta ardham) he goes to the supreme
abode (sa yati paramarh sthanasr). What then to speak of

the person engaged—in—the—pariearyaof the lord (kim.mn

Susrusane ratah)? (Nﬁradiya Puran@




31. paricarya — Service to the deity

yat-pada-sevabhirucis tapasvinam

asesa-janmopacitam malam dhiyah

sadyah ksinoty anvaham edhati sati

yatha padangustha-vinihsrta sarit

Like the water flowing from the big toe of the Lord (yatha pada
W a taste of service to the Lord’s feet (yat-
pada-seva abhirucih) immediately destroys (sadyah ksinoty) the
contamination in the intelligence of the performers
of austerity (tapasvinam), which has been acquired through

unlimited births (agesa-janma upacitarn). Day by day thatspiritaal

taste increases (anvaham edhati sati).
(4.21.31)




31. paricarya — Service to the deity

Eyuh@uja-paricaryayol)
a tani likhitany atra

There are various angas (angani vividhany eva syuh) of
deity worship and paricarya (puja-paricaryayoh). These
have not been described here (na tani likhitany atra) for

fear of making the book too long (grantha-bahulya-
bhititah). (BRS)



32. gitam — singing

brahmano vasudevakhyam

gayamano ‘nisar param |

hareh salokyam apnoti

rudra-ganadhikam bhavet

Even the brahmana (brahmanah) who sings continuously

(gayamanah  anisam) in  front __ of Vasudeva

(vasudevakhyarn param) attains the planet of Visnu

(hareh salokyam apnoti). This singing is greater than Siva

himseltf singing (rudra-gana adhikam bhavet). (Linga

Purana)



33. sankirtanam — Chanting

e " e
nama-lila-gunadinam

(Cc@dbhasa tu tu kirtanam

Kirtana is deflined as (kirtanam tu) the loud

chanting (uccair-bhasa) of the names, pastimes
e — ~———— I

and qualities of the Lord (nama-lila-gunadinam).
(BRS)




33. Sankirtanam (nama-kirtanam) — Chanting (Chanting
the name of the Lord)

krsneti mangalam nama

yasya vaci pravartate |
bhasmibhavanti rajendra

maha-pataka-kotayah_

O king (réjendra), he who chants (yasya vaci prgvartatg)

the auspicious name ot Krsna (krsneti mangalarn nama)
turns to ashes (bhasmi bhavanti) ten million of the worst
sins (maha-pataka-kotayah). (Visnu-dharma)

’




33. Sankirtanam (lila-kirtanam)

a—

so ’hamh priyasya suhrdah para-devataya

F

lila-kathas tava nrsimha virifica-gitah |

anjas titarmy anugrnan

guna-vipramukto_

durgani te pada-yugalaya-hamsa-sangah

O Nrsirmha (nrsirmha)! Taking association of persons who take

shelter of vour feet (te pada-yugal

aya-hamsa-sangah), hearing

pastimes of the Supreme Lord (I

ila-kathah anugrnan) from

devotees in dasya, sakhya and

madhurya-rasa (priyasya

suhrdah para-devataya), which are sung by Brahma- (virifica-
gitéh}, becgr_n_ing [ree from material attachment (g_lgl_a-
vipramuktah), 1 will easily overcome (aharh anjas titarmy)

separation from vou (durgani). (7.

0.18)



33. Sankirtanam (Guna-kirtana)

idam hi pumsas tapasah srutasya va
svistasya siitktasya ca buddhi-dattayoh |
avicyuto 'rthah kavibhir nirtapito

yad uttamasloka-gunanuvarnanam

The unfailing cause (avicyuto arthah) of_perfection from
men’s austerity, study of the Vedas (pumsah tapasah

Srutasya va), performance of sacrifices, chanting of

mantras, practicing jiana and giving charity (svistasya
siiktasya ca buddhi-dattayoh) is defined by the wise

(kavibhir nirtpito) as_glorifying the qualities of the T.ord
(uttamasloka-guna anuvarnanam ). @.5.22)}




