
Six Qualities that Enhance Bhakti

10. Tat-tat-karma-pravartana - Various 
activities favorable for devotional 

service



Topic - 12

Angas of Devotional 
Service



53. tadéyänäà sevanam – Service to things 
related to the Lord

yä dåñöä nikhilägha-saìga-çamané spåñöä vapuù-
pävané

rogäëäm abhivanditä nirasané siktäntaka-träsiné |
pratyäsatti-vidhäyiné bhagavataù kåñëasya

saàropitä
nyastä tac-caraëe vimukti-phaladä tasyai tulasyai

namaù



53. tadéyänäà sevanam – Service to things related to the 
Lord

Seeing tulasé destroys all sins (yä dåñöä nikhilägha-saìga-
çamané). Touching her purifies the body (spåñöä vapuù-
pävané). Bowing to her destroys all sufferings
(abhivanditä rogäëäm nirasané). Sprinkling her with
water delivers one from death (sikta antaka-träsiné).
Planting her (saàropitä) bestows attachment of the mind
to Lord Kåñëa (bhagavataù kåñëasya pratyäsatti-
vidhäyiné). Offering her to Kåñëa’s lotus feet bestows
special liberation in the form of prema (nyastä tac-caraëe
vimukti-phaladä). I offer my respects to tulasé (tasyai
tulasyai namaù). (Skanda Puräëa)



54. çästrasya – Service to the scriptures

sarva-vedänta-säraà hi 
çré-bhägavatam iñyate |
tad-rasämåta-tåptasya

nänyatra syäd ratiù kvacit

Çrémad-Bhägavatam is declared (çré-bhägavatam iñyate) as
the essence of all Vedänta philosophy (sarva-vedänta-
säraà). One who has felt satisfaction from its nectarean
mellow (tad-rasämåta-tåptasya) will never be attracted to
any other literature (nänyatra syäd ratiù kvacit). (SB
12.13.15)



55. mathuräyäù – Serving Mathurä and other 
holy places

mathuräà ca parityajya
yo ’nyatra kurute ratim |
müòho bhramati saàsäre

mohitä mama mäyayä

The fool (müòhah) who gives up Mathurä (yah
mathuräà parityajya) and develops attraction for
some other place (anyatra kurute ratim ) wanders
in the material world birth after birth (bhramati
saàsäre), bewildered by My mäyä (mohitä mama
mäyayä). (Varäha Puräëa)



55. mathuräyäù – Serving Mathurä and other 
holy places

trailokya-varti-térthänäà
sevanäd durlabhä hi yä |
paränanda-mayé siddhir
mathurä-sparña-mätrataù

The bliss at the stage of prema (paränanda-mayé
siddhih), which is rarely obtained (durlabhä hi
yä) even by serving all the holy places in the three
worlds (trailokya-varti-térthänäà sevanäd), is
available just by touching Mathurä (mathurä-
sparña-mätrataù). (Brahmäëòa Puräëa)



56. vaiñëavänäà sevanaà – Service to Vaiñëavas

ärädhanänäà sarveñäà
viñëor ärädhanaà param |

tasmät parataraà devi
tadéyänäà samarcanam

Of all types of worship (ärädhanänäà sarveñäà),
worship of Viñëu is supreme (viñëor ärädhanaà
param). O Devé (devi), worship of His devotees
(tadéyänäà samarcanam), however, is even
superior to that (tasmät parataraà). (Padma
Puräëa)



56. vaiñëavänäà sevanaà – Service to Vaiñëavas

yat-sevayä bhagavataù
küöa-sthasya madhu-dviñaù |

rati-räso bhavet tévraù
pädayor vyasanärdanaù

By service to the devotees (yat-sevayä), intense
rasa of bhäva-bhakti (tévraù rati-räsah) to the Lord
(bhagavataù) who is fixed in one form (küöa-
sthasya) and destroys obstacles for the devotee
(madhu-dviñaù) appears (bhavet), and destruction
of material suffering then takes place (pädayor
vyasana ardanaù). (SB 3.7.19)



56. vaiñëavänäà sevanaà – Service to Vaiñëavas

yeñäà saàsmaraëät puàsäà
sadyaù çuddhyanti vai gåhäù |

kià punar darçana-sparça-
päda-çaucäsanädibhiù

Simply by our remembering You (yeñäà saàsmaraëät),
our houses become instantly sanctified (sadyaù
çuddhyanti vai gåhäù). And what to speak of seeing You,
touching You (kià punar darçana-sparça), washing Your
holy feet and offering You a seat in our home (päda-çauca
äsanädibhiù)? (SB 1.19.33)



56. vaiñëavänäà sevanaà – Service to Vaiñëavas

ye me bhakta-janäù pärtha
na me bhaktäç ca te janäù |

mad-bhaktänäà ca ye bhaktäs
te me bhaktatamä matäù

Those who claim to be My devotees (ye me bhakta-janäù
pärtha) are not My devotees (na me bhaktäç ca te janäù).
Those who are the devotees of My devotees (mad-
bhaktänäà ca ye bhaktäs), I consider them to be My best
devotees (te me bhaktatamä matäù). (Ädé-puräëa)



56. vaiñëavänäà sevanaà – Service to Vaiñëavas

yävanti bhagavad-bhakter
aìgäni kathitänéha |

präyas tävanti tad-bhakta-
bhakter api budhä viduù

All the aìgas of bhakti described in relation to the
Lord (yävanti bhagavad-bhakter aìgäni kathitäni)
are also aìgas in relation to the devotees of the
Lord (präyas tävanti tad-bhakta-bhakter api). This
is the conclusion of the wise (budhäh viduù).
(BRS)



57. yathä-vaibhava-mahotsavah – Observing 
festivals according to ones wealth

yaù karoti mahépäla
harer gehe mahotsavam |
tasyäpi bhavati nityaà
hari-loke mahotsavaù

O king (mahépäla), he who performs a festival for
the temple of the Lord (yaù karoti harer gehe
mahotsavam) experiences for eternity (tasyäpi
bhavati nityaà) a festival in the planet of the Lord
(hari-loke mahotsavaù). (Padma Puräëa)



58. Ürjädarah – Observing Ürja-vrata

yathä dämodaro bhakta-
vatsalo vidito janaiù |

tasyäyaà tädåço mäsaù
svalpam apy uru-kärakaù

Just as men know (yathä janaiù viditah) that
Dämodara is affectionate to His devotee
(dämodaro bhakta-vatsalah), the Dämodara
month is also affectionate to the devotee (tasya
ayaà). Even a little service performed during that
month yields great results (tädåço mäsaù svalpam
apy uru-kärakaù). (Padma Puräëa)



58. Ürjädarah – Observing Ürja-vrata

• The month is affectionate just as Dämodara is
affectionate.

• Thus, a little service to Dämodara becomes
multiplied if performed during that month.

• Uru-käraka means a person (in this case the
month) who accepts something very small and
makes it big, like a person who feels extremely
indebted and performs great actions for another
person.



58. Ürjädarah – Observing Ürja-vrata

• Similarly, His month, called Kärtika month,
gives great benefit.

• It takes what is meager and makes it significant.

• Svalpam uru-kärakaù means “The month of
Dämodara is a future giver of huge results for a
little service.”



58. Ürjädarah – Observing Ürja-vrata

bhuktià muktià harir dadyäd
arcito ’nyatra sevinäm |

bhaktià tu na dadäty eva
yato vaçyakaré hareù ||

sä tv aïjasä harer bhaktir
labhyate kärttike naraiù |

mathuräyäà sakåd api
çré-dämodara-sevanät ||



58. Ürjädarah – Observing Ürja-vrata

The Lord (harih), being worshipped elsewhere
(anyatra arcitah), awards material enjoyment and
liberation to those worshippers (sevinäm bhuktià
muktià dadyäd). He does not give bhakti
(bhaktià tu na dadäty eva) because bhakti
controls the Lord (yato vaçyakaré hareù).
However, men can achieve bhakti to the Lord
(naraiù tu sä harer bhaktih labhyate) very easily
(aïjasä) by serving Dämodara (çré-dämodara-
sevanät) during Kärtika month (kärttike) in
Mathurä just once (mathuräyäà sakåd api).
(Padma Puräëa)
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