Six Qualities that Enhance Bhakti

10. Tat-tat-karma-pravartana - Various
activities favorable for devotional
service
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Relishing Bhagavatam




Srimad Bhagavatam is not
just for Paramahamsas.

Beginners need not Fear
Approaching it.




Purpose of Vysadeva’s compiling the
Bhagavatam

anérthopaéamam saksad

bhakti-yogam adhoksaje
lokasyajanato vidvams

cakre satvata-sarhhitam

And Vyasa saw bhakti-yoga to the Lord (saksad
bhakti-yogam adhoksaje) which effectively
destroys jiva’s sarisira (anarthopasamarn).
Learned Vyasa ( then wrote the
Bhagavatam  (cakre _ satvata-samhitam) for

ignorant people W)




Purpose of Sukadeva’s speaking the Bhagavatam

yah svanubhavam alkhila-§ruti-saram ekam

adhyatma-dipam atititirsatarn tamo ndham
samsarinam karunayaha purana-guhyam
tarh vyasa-sinum upayami gurum muninam

L surrender to the son of Vyasa (tarm vyasa-sinum upayami),

the incomparable guru of all the sages (gururm muninam), who
mercifully spoke the Purana full of hidden meanings (karunaya

aha purana-guhyam), the essence of all the scriptures. the
essence of hearing (akhila-sruti-saram ekam), for all the people

of this world, even in the future (samsarinam); m_spo.ke-t-h
Bhigavatam—which revealed the excellenee—ofrasato-Sukadeva

(yah svanubhavam), and which is the revealer of 3tma

(adhyatma-dipam) for_those desiring to cross dense ignorance

with ease (atititirsatarh tamo 'ndham).




Purpose of Maitreya’s speaking the Bhagavatam

so 'harh nrnam ksulla-sukhaya duhkhain

mahad gatanam viramaya tasya
pravartaye e bhagavatam purapam
yad aha saksad bhagavan rsibhyah

I explain this Bhagavata Purana (aham pravariaye
bhagavatarh purianam), spoken by the 1 ord to the sages
(yad aha saksad bhagavan rsibhvah), for removing the
sutfering of persons (nrnam duhkham viramaya) who
have fallen into great distress (mahad gatanam

duhkham) by seekmg insignificant-happiress—~(ksulla-
sukhaya)




Narada Muni’s instruction to Vyasadeva about compiling
Srimad Bhagavatam

vicaksano 'syarhati vediturh vibhor
ananta-parasya nivrttitah sukham

pravartamanasya gunair anatmanas

tato bhavan darsaya cestitarn vibhoh

The wise person (vicaksanah), giving up material
happiness (nivrttitah), can realize the happiness of the
Lord (asya vibhoh sukham veditum arhati) who is beyond
measure (ananta-parasya) and then take to bhakti, setting
an example for others (implied). Describe the pastimes.of
the Lord (tato bhavan darsaya vibhoh cestitarn) for those

materialists (anatmanah) who are pushed by the gunas ot
matter (gunaih pravartamanasya).




Narada Muni’s instruction to Vyasadeva about compiling
Srimad Bhagavatam

etad dhy atura-cittanam
Elatré-spariccmyé—mﬁhuh
bhava-sindhu-plavo drsto
hari-caryanuvarnanam

It is personally experienced by me (drstah) that those who
are_always tull “of cares and anxieties (muhuh atura-
cittanam) due to desiring contact of the senses with their
objects (matra-sparéeccTaya) can cross the ocean of
nescience on a most suitable boat (bhava-sindhu-plavah)—
the constant chanting of the transcendental activities of the
Personality of Godhead (hari-caryanuvarnanam).




Srimad Bhagavatam is not just for Paramahamsas

syat krsna-nama-caritadi-sitapy avidya-
pittopatapta-rasanasya na rocika nu
kintv adarad anudinam khalu saiva justa
svadvi kramad bhavati tad-gada-mila-hantri

The holy name, character, pastimes and activities of Krsna
(krsna-nama-caritadi) are all transcendentally sweet like sugar
candy (sita apy syat). Although the tongue of one aftlicted by
the jaundice of avidya [ignorance| (avidya-pittopatapta-
rasanasya) cannot taste anything sweet (na rocika nu), it is
wonderful that simply by carefully chanting these sweet names
(kintv adarad khalu saiva justa) every day (anudinam), a
natural relish awakens within his tongue (svadvi bhavati), and
his disease is gradually destroyed at the root (kramad tad-
gada-mula-hantri).



Srimad Bhagavatam is not just for Paramahamsas

dharmah projjhita-kaitavo 'tra paramo nirmatsaranarn satarm
vedyam vastavam atra vastu Sivadam tapa-trayonmilanam
Srimad-bhagavate maha-muni-krte kim va parair i§varah

sadyo hrdy avarudhyate 'tral 'tra m
PSRN

The Supreme Lord (isvarah) becomes 1mmed1ately captured in the heart
(sadyo hrdy avarudhyate) ot the accomplished devotees (krtibhih) by
hearing Bhagavatam (atra) and even by those who have suddenly
developed a desire to hear it (Susraisubhis tat-ksanat). This does not
happened with other works (atra). In the Bhagavatam alone, created by
the Lord himself (srimad-bhagavate maha-muni-krte), is presented the
real, permanent object (vedyam vastavam vastu) which can be
understood by those without selfish intentions (paramo nirmatsaranam
satarn), and which bestows auspiciousness (sivadarm) and release from
the material world of miseries (tapa-trayonmiuillanam). In the
Bhagavatam alone (atra) is presented the process for attaining that
highest object, devoid of all material goals and liberation (projjhita-
kaitava dharmah).




Srimad Bhagavatam is not just for Paramahamsas

pibanti ye bhagavata atmanah satam
kathamrtar Sravana-putesu sambhrtam

punanti te visaya-vidilsitadayar

vrajanti tac-carana-saroruhantikam

Those who drink (pibanti_ye) the sweet pastimes
(kathamrtamh) of the Lord and his_ devotees
(bhagavata atmanah satam) held in the cups of their
ears (Sravana-putesu sambhrtam) clean their hearts
of all contamination (punanti te visaya-vidilsita
asavarn) and attain the lotus feet of the Tord for

service (vrajanti tac-carana—saroruha an_t;kam.).
T at J's




The Uniqueness of Srimad
Bhagavatam Compared to
the Other Literatures



| 2.10.1 ||
Sri-Suka uvaca—
atra sargo visargas ca
sthanam posanam ttayah |
manvantaresanukatha
nirodho muktir asrayah ||

Sukadeva said: In this Purana there are ten topics
(atra): creation, secondary creation (sargo visargas
ca), protection, mercy of the Lord, material
activities (sthanam posanam fttayah), the conduct
of the Manus, stories of the Lord (manvantara
1sanukatha), destruction of the universe, liberation
and the ultimate shelter (nirodho muktir asrayah).



O
. —
ti éa atmanal
Stutenarthena canjasa ||

The great devotees such as Vidura and Maitreya
describefproperly.(mahatmanah ayan i anjasa)
the nine topics (iavanam j
impart the highest knowl j_gg_o the tenth L_p]_a_
(dasamasya visuddhy-artham), through the words
of the scripture and stories to illustrate their
meaning (Srutena ca arthena).




112.12.66 ||

kali-mala-sarmhati-kalano ’khileso
harir itaratra na giyate hy abhiksnam
iha tu punar bhagavan asesa-miirtil
paripathito nu-padar katha-prasangaih

Narayana, the_soul of the universal form ‘hari@ akhijla
1sah), who annihilates the accumulated sins of the Kali age

(kah—mala—samhatl-kalanah) is not gloritied much in other
works (itaratr p hy Ab nksna@) But Bhagavan (fu)

bhagavan), with unhmlted forms (asesa-miurtih), is
abundantly and constantly (Qunal) described throughomnt

(paripathito anu-padam) the various narrations of this

Srimad-Bhéagavatam (katha-prasangaih).




13.5.10 ||
paravaresaii bhagavan vratani
Srutani me vyasa-mukhad abhiksnam

Great person (bhagavan)! 1T have heard repeatedly
(srutani me abhiksnam) of various natures of high
and low persons (para avaresarh vratani) from the
mouth of Vyasadeva (vyasa-mukhat). 1T have been
satiated with hearing about those natures (tesam
atrpnuma)  which give insignificant happiness
(ksulla sukha-avahanam), being devoid of (rte) the
great sweetness of Krsna’s pastimes (krsna-katha
amrta-oghat).




* Vidura explained to Maitreya his position of
being fully satiated with the knowledge of

mundane social and political topics and having

no more interest in them.

* He was anxious to hear transcendental topics
regarding Lord Sri Krsna.

* Because there were insufficient topics directly

concerni ] ata,

etc.. he _was naL_sa-ush@d—and_wan.tﬁd_m_anW
more about Krsna.




* Vidura wanted to hear of everything from
Maitreya, and so_he inquired from him, but he

desired that all the topics be in relationship—with

Krsna.

* As fire is never satisfied in its consumption of
firewood, SO 4 pumjﬁyoree of the Im*d nexer

hears enough about Krsna.

* Historical events and other narrations concerning
social and political incidents all become

transcendental as soon as they are in relationship
with Krsna, —




* That is the way to transtorm mundane things into
spiritual identity.

e The whole world can be transiormed into

Vaikuntha it all worldly activities are dovetailed
with krsna-katha.




12.7.51
idarh bhagavatam nama
yan me bhagavatoditam |
sangraho ’yarh vibhatinam
tvam etad vipuli_kuru ||

This work called Bhagavatam (idarn bhagavatam
nama), spoken to me by the lord (yad -me
bhagavata _uditam), is a collection of the Lord’s
vibh@ids (ayam _vibhutinamh saggrahah). You
should distribute it everywhere (tvam etad vipuli
kuru).




12.7.52 |
yatha ha_ril_l_l bhagavati
nrnar bhaktir bhavisyati |
sarvatmany akhiladhare
iti sankalpya varnaya ||

———

T

After making a sankalpa @'@nkal@), you
should speak the Bhagavatam (varnava) in such a
way that devotion (yatha bhakiih) to Hari,
attractor of the mind (harau) Bhagavan, the
blissful object of worship (bhagavati), the essence
of all worship (sarvatmany) and the tulfiller of all
desires (akhiladhare), will appear in the people of
Kali-yuga (1irmmarn bhavisyati).




Rupa Goswami’s glorification of the last five items

sanke nitah sapadi dasama-skandha-padyavalinam
varnah karnadhvani pathikatam anupurvyad bhavadbhih |
harhho dimbhah parama-subhadan hanta dharmartha-kaman
yad garhantah sukhamayam ami moksam apy aksipanti ||

O idiots (hammho dimbhal), how unfortunate you are (hanta)!
[ think (sanke) that you must have been hearing all the
syllables (sapadi varnah karnadhvani pathikatam nitah), one
by one (am-l_]-j-l_l-rvy@d), of the verses of the Tenth Canto of
Bhagavatam (dasama-skandha-padyavalinam), because your
ears are now denouncing (yad garhantah) the most auspicious
goals (parama-Subhadan) of dharma, artha and kama
(dharmartha-kaman), and even decrying the fourth goal of
liberation (moksam apy aksipanti) which is most blisstul
(sukhamayam). (BRS)
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