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Sädhu-våtti - Following in the footsteps of the previous äcäryas

The purport is that the conviction in the heart of a Vaiñëava is
independent.

If one is a Vaiñëava, then he can understand the conviction in the
heart of another Vaiñëava who is engaged in the same activities as
those of the smärtas.

One who cannot understand this cannot respect Vaiñëavas, and he
thereby goes to hell.



Sädhu-våtti - Following in the footsteps of the previous äcäryas

The Lord has explained the duties of householders in the Caitanya-
caritämåta (Madhya 15.104):

prabhu kahena,—'kåñëa-sevä', 'vaiñëava-sevana'
'nirantara kara kåñëa-näma-saìkértana‘

Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu replied, "Without cessation continue
chanting the holy name of Lord Kåñëa. Whenever possible, serve Him
and His devotees, the Vaiñëavas."



Sädhu-våtti - Following in the footsteps of the previous äcäryas

It is the duty of a gåhastha to constantly chant the holy names of the
Lord and serve the Vaiñëavas and the Lord with the help of his
relatives and by the wealth he has earned through his pious life.

Regarding serving the Vaiñëavas, one should know that there are three
types of non-duplicitous devotees.

Serving such Vaiñëavas is called vaiñëava-sevä.



Sädhu-våtti - Following in the footsteps of the previous äcäryas

There is no need to gather many Vaiñëavas by invitation.

Whenever a Vaiñëava comes for any purpose he should be properly
served with care.

By gathering many Vaiñëavas, one may commit offenses.

As stated in the Caitanya-caritämåta (Madhya 15.198):



Sädhu-våtti - Following in the footsteps of the previous äcäryas

bahuta sannyäsé yadi äise eka öhäïi
sammäna karite näri, aparädha päi

"If all the sannyäsés come together, it would not be possible for me to
pay them proper respects. Therefore I would be an offender.”

It is the duty of a gåhastha Vaiñëava to show mercy on the poor and
fallen.

As stated in Caitanya-caritämåta (Antya 3.238):



Sädhu-våtti - Following in the footsteps of the previous äcäryas

déne dayä kare,—ei sädhu-svabhäva haya

"It is a characteristic of all saintly persons to be kind toward the poor
and fallen.“

A gåhastha Vaiñëava should not desire to give up his body merely out
of some sentiment or anger.

As stated by the Lord in Caitanya-caritämåta (Antya 4.57):



Sädhu-våtti - Following in the footsteps of the previous äcäryas

deha-tyägädi yata, saba—tamo-dharma
tamo-rajo-dharme kåñëera nä päiye marma

"Acts such as suicide are influenced by the mode of ignorance, and in
ignorance and passion one cannot understand who Kåñëa is.“

There is no consideration of superior or inferior status due to social
position in regard to worshiping Kåñëa.



Sädhu-våtti - Following in the footsteps of the previous äcäryas

In worldly occupations there are different activities according to the
different social divisions, which are due to superior and inferior grades
of intelligence.

There are no such distinctions in the process of devotional service.

As confirmed by the Lord in Caitanya-caritämåta (Antya 4.66-67):



Sädhu-våtti - Following in the footsteps of the previous äcäryas

néca-jäti nahe kåñëa-bhajane ayogya
sat-kula-vipra nahe bhajanera yogya

yei bhaje sei baòa, abhakta—héna, chära
kåñëa-bhajane nähi jäti-kulädi-vicära

"A person born in a low family is not unfit for discharging devotional
service to Lord Kåñëa, nor is one fit for devotional service simply
because he is born in an aristocratic family of brähmaëas. Anyone who
takes to devotional service is exalted, whereas a nondevotee is always
condemned and abominable. Therefore in the discharge of devotional
service to the Lord, there is no consideration of the status of one's
family."



Sädhu-våtti - Following in the footsteps of the previous äcäryas

Also in the Caitanya-caritämåta (Antya 5.84) it is said:

sannyäsé paëòita-gaëera karite garva näça
néca-çüdra-dvärä karena dharmera prakäça

"To vanquish the false pride of so-called renunciants and learned
scholars, He spreads real religious principles, even through a çüdra, or
lowborn, fourth-class man.“

A gåhastha Vaiñëava should feel satisfied with whatever food and
clothing he gets without difficulty.



Sädhu-våtti - Following in the footsteps of the previous äcäryas

As stated in the Caitanya-bhägavata (CB Antya-khaëòa 4.293):

sabä' haite bhägyavanta-çré çäka, vyaïjana
punaù punaù yähä prabhu karena grahaëa

"The spinach and vegetables are the most fortunate of all, for the Lord
accepts them again and again.“

A gåhastha Vaiñëava should perform devotional service with
undeviated attention, knowing Kåñëa as the Lord of all.



Sädhu-våtti - Following in the footsteps of the previous äcäryas

He should not disrespect the demigods worshiped by the smärta-
sampradäya.

As stated in Çré Caitanya-bhägavata (CB Antya-khaëòa 2.243):

nä mäne' caitanya-patha, boläya 'vaiñëava'
çivere amänya kare vyartha tä 'ra saba

"If one claims to be a Vaiñëava, but he disrespects Lord Siva and does
not strictly follow the path exhibited by Lord Caitanya, all his efforts
are futile."



Sädhu-våtti - Following in the footsteps of the previous äcäryas

It is the duty of a gåhastha to work for the benefit of others even by
giving up his own self-interest.

In the Caitanya-bhägavata (CB Antya-khaëòa 3.365) it is said:

äpanära bhäla hau yete jana dekhe
sujana äpanä chäòiyäo para räkhe

"Some people expect only benefits for themselves, but a gentleman
cares for others while giving up his own interest."



Sädhu-våtti - Following in the footsteps of the previous äcäryas

A gåhastha Vaiñëava should respect and worship tulasé. As stated in Çré
Caitanya-bhägavata (CB Antya-khaëòa 8.159-160):

saìkhyä näma laite ye sthäne prabhu vaise
tathäi räkhena tulasére prabhu päçe

tulasére dekhena, japena saìkhyä-näma
e bhakti-yogera tattva ke bujhibe äna?

"Wherever the Lord sits to chant His rounds, He keeps tulasé before
Him. He gazes at tulasé while He chants His rounds. Who can
understand the science of devotional service?"



Sädhu-våtti - Following in the footsteps of the previous äcäryas

A householder with devotion is glorious, while a householder without
devotion is insignificant.

Whatever social dealings a householder has to perform should be done
while taking shelter of the holy name of Kåñëa.

Regarding the character of the mahäjana Çré Kalidäsa, the Caitanya-
caritämåta (Antya 16.6-7) states:



Sädhu-våtti - Following in the footsteps of the previous äcäryas

mahä-bhägavata teìho sarala udära
kåñëa-näma-'saìkete' cäläya vyavahära
kautukete teìho yadi päçaka kheläya
'hare kåñëa' 'kåñëa' kari' päçaka cäläya

"Kälidäsa was a very advanced devotee, yet he was simple and liberal.
He would chant the holy name of Kåñëa while performing all his
ordinary dealings. When he used to throw dice in jest, he would chant
Hare Kåñëa while throwing the dice.”



Sädhu-våtti - Following in the footsteps of the previous äcäryas

Everyone is prohibited from corrupt earning or spending, and workers
are prohibited from accepting bribes.

As stated by the Lord in the Caitanya-caritämåta (Antya 9.90, 142-
144):



Sädhu-våtti - Following in the footsteps of the previous äcäryas

räjära vartana khäya, ära curi kare
räja-daëòya haya sei çästrera vicäre

'vyaya nä kariha kichu räjära müla-dhana'
räjära müla-dhana diyä ye kichu labhya haya
sei dhana kariha nänä dharme-karme vyaya
asad-vyaya nä kariha,—yäte dui-loka yäya

"One who serves the government but misappropriates the government's
revenue is liable to be punished by the king. That is the verdict of all
revealed scriptures. Do not spend any of the King's revenue. First you
should pay the revenue due the King, and then you may spend the balance
for religious and fruitive activities. Don't spend a farthing for sinful activities
for which you will be the loser both in this life and the next."



Sädhu-våtti - Following in the footsteps of the previous äcäryas

A gåhastha should accept a spiritual master who is full of devotion and
of pure character.

As stated in Çré Caitanya-bhägavata (CB Madhya-khaëòa 21.65):

guru yathä bhakti-çünya, tathä çiñyagaëa

"As the guru is without devotion, so are the disciples."



Sädhu-våtti - Following in the footsteps of the previous äcäryas

A householder should be particularly careful not to commit offenses
against the Vaiñëavas.

In the Caitanya-bhägavata (CB Madhya-khaëòa 22.33) the Lord says:

ye vaiñëava-sthäne aparädha haya yä 'ra
punaù sei kñamile se ghuce, nahe ära

"When someone offends a Vaiñëava, he is not relieved until he is
forgiven by that same Vaiñëava."



Sädhu-våtti - Following in the footsteps of the previous äcäryas

Serving devotees is a householder's main duty.

As stated in the Caitanya-caritämåta (Antya 16.57, 60):

vaiñëavera çeña-bhakñaëera eteka mahimä
kälidäse päoyäila prabhura kåpä-sémä

bhakta-pada-dhüli ära bhakta-pada-jala
bhakta-bhukta-avaçeña—tina mahä-bala

"Taking the remnants of the Vaiñëavas' food is so valuable that it induced Çré
Caitanya Mahäprabhu to offer Kälidäsa His supreme mercy. The dust of the feet
of a devotee, the water that has washed the feet of a devotee, and the remnants of
food left by a devotee are three very powerful substances."



Sädhu-våtti - Following in the footsteps of the previous äcäryas

In the Çrémad-Bhägavatam (11.20.27-8) Lord Kåñëa describes how a householder should act until his
natural propensity for enjoying sense objects is overcome and he fully attains the characteristics of a
pure devotee:

jäta-çraddho mat-kathäsu
nirviëëaù sarva-karmasu

veda duùkhätmakän kämän
parityäge 'py anéçvaraù
tato bhajeta mäà prétaù

çraddhälur dåòha-niçcayaù
juñamäëaç ca tän kämän

duùkhodarkäàç ca garhayan

"Having awakened faith in the narrations of My glories, being disgusted with all material activities,
knowing that all sense gratification leads to misery, but still being unable to renounce all sense
enjoyment, My devotee should remain happy and worship Me with great faith and conviction. Even
though he is sometimes engaged in sense enjoyment, My devotee knows that all sense gratification
leads to a miserable result, and he sincerely repents such activities."



Sädhu-våtti - Following in the footsteps of the previous äcäryas

When a householder has faith, he should take initiation into the
chanting of the Hare Kåñëa mahä-mantra.

As stated in the Caitanya-caritämåta (Madhya 22.64):

çraddhävän jana haya bhakti-adhikäré
'uttama', 'madhyama', 'kaniñöha'—çraddhä-anusäré

"A faithful devotee is a truly eligible candidate for the loving service of
the Lord. According to one's faith, one is classified as a topmost
devotee, an intermediate devotee or an inferior devotee."



Sädhu-våtti - Following in the footsteps of the previous äcäryas

A gåhastha Vaiñëava must gradually acquire all the qualities mentioned in Caitanya-caritämåta
(Madhya 22.78-80):

kåpälu, akåta-droha, satya-sära sama
nidoña, vadänya, mådu, çuci, akiïcana
sarvopakäraka, çänta, kåñëaika-çaraëa
akäma, anéha, sthira, vijita-ñaò-guëa

mita-bhuk, apramatta, mänada, amäné
gambhéra, karuëa, maitra, kavi, dakña, mauné

"Devotees are always merciful, humble, truthful, equal to all, faultless, magnanimous, mild and
clean. They are without material possessions, and they perform welfare work for everyone. They
are peaceful, surrendered to Kåñëa and desireless. They are indifferent to material acquisitions and
are fixed in devotional service. They completely control the six bad qualities-lust, anger, greed
and so forth. They eat only as much as required, and they are not inebriated. They are respectful,
grave, compassionate and without false prestige. They are friendly, poetic, expert and silent."
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