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The word sat means the supreme cause of all things in existence.
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Why?

This is proved by the statement sad eva saumyedam agra asit: what is
called sat existed betore everything. (Chandogya Upanisad 6.2.1)

Also, it the two words sattda and ananda had the same meaning, then
one of the words would be redundant.




It would be like describing an object by repeating two words with the
same meaning (like defining a kadamba tree as a vrksa and taru).
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In addition, that definition does not produce a relationship of an
object being defined and its descriptive moditier.

[tsimply says “Brahman is Brahman (sat)” Theretore, arguing that the
syllables kyrs and na, which indicate existence and bliss, simply indicate
the Supreme Brahman, is defeated.




The verse &)rsi-éabdas ca sattdrth@ 1{1615 cananda-svarﬂpak@ sukha-

riipo bhaved atma)bhavananda-mayatvatah can be further explained.
/

The first line indicates that Krsna is full of bliss and endowed with the

power to attract or rule over all beings.

The second line means that since he is a blisstul form attracting and
ruling all, the jivas experience happiness (sukha-riipo bhaved atma),
because of the bliss (dnanda-mayatvatah) arising from prema (bhava).
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Thus, it should be understood that the word Krsna means
who is greatest by form and qualities, since he is the personification of

liss and is the ruler and attractor of all beings.” %% VA
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He is conventionally known as the son of Devaki.
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The ability of the son of Vasudeva to give bliss to all is seen in the
Vasudevopanisad: devaké-nandano nikhilam anandayat: “The son of

Devaki gives bliss (o all.”
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The author of Nama-kaumudi defines Krsna as param brahma: krsna-

sabdasya tamala-Syamala-tvisi Sri-yaSoda-stanandhaye para- _brahmani
rindhih:

“Krsna indicates the Supreme Brahman, para-brahman, with the

complexion of a dark tamala tree who drank milk from the breast of
Yasoda.” B
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Thus Krsna indicates he who is composed solely of bliss, who is
unchanging and eternally pertect, and who is the son ot Devaki,




The word should not be given another meaning (such as Krsna

means black). Bhatta says:
¢ raa Sdye

labdhatmika sati radhir bhaved yogapaharint |
kalpaniya tu labhante natmanar yoga-badhatah |
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The conventional meaning of words overrides the etymological

meaning. When the context indicates a contradiction to the
etymological meaning, the etymological meaning cannot be applied.




Krsna is para-brahman

Krsna is also defined as para-brahman in the Srimad-bhagavatam:

yayarh nr-loke bata bhuri-bhaga
lokam punana munayo ’bhiyanti
yesarh grhan avasatiti saksad

giildham @anusya—lingam

You Pandavas (ytiyarmn) are most fortunate in this world (nr-loke bata bhiri-
bhaga). Sages who purity the planets (lokarh punana munayah) come and visit
your houses (abhiyanti) because the Supreme Brahman (saksat param brahma)
personally resides in your houses (yesam 4grhén avasati) in a human form
(gidham manusya-lingam). SB 7.10.48




aho bhagyam aho bhagyam
nanda-éopa-vrgjfaukasém

yaxﬁtrﬁj paramanandam_
W san?talmlb
“How greatly fortunate (aho bhagyam aho bhagyam) are Nanda
Maharaja (nanda), the cowherd men (gopa), and all the other
inhabitants of Vraja-bhtimi (vraja-okasam)! There is no limit to their
good fortune, because the Absolute Truth, the source of transcendental
bliss (parama-anandar), the eternal (sanatanam) Supreme Brahman
(parnam brahma), has become their (yat) friend (mitram). SB

10.14.32




Similarly Visnu Purana says:

yatravatirnam krsnakhyam @am br@@

The Para Brahman in human form is called Krsna. Visnu Purana 4.11.2




Gita says:

brahmano hi pratisthaham

I am the basis of Brahman. BG 14.27

Gopala-tapani Upanisad says:

yo ’sau param brahma gopalah,

The Supreme Brahman is the cowherd boy Krsna.



The word iSvara

Now let us return the original-text-

Since the word i$vara refers to Krsna who has just been described,
1Svara here means “the ultimate controller of all things.”
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This is included in the meaning of the word krsna when we consider
another meaning of the word krsna as given in Gautamiya-tantra:




athava karsayet sarvam jagat sthavara-jangamam |
kala-rapena bhagavan tenayar krsna ucyate ||

Thf Lord (ayarh bhagavan) is_called Krsna (krsna ucyate) because he
overpowers (athava karsayet) all moving and non-moving entities
(sarvari sthavara-jangamam) in the universe (jagat) in his form of
time (kala-rtipena). ; o

Even the word for kala (time) means “to control.”

In the Third Canto of Srimad-Bhagavatam there is a complete
description of this controlling aspect of Krsna given by Uddhava.




svayarh tv asamyatisayas tryadhisah
svarajya-laksmy-apta-samasta-kamabh |
balim haradbhis$ cira-loka-palaih
kirita-koty-edita-pada-pithah |

No one is equal to him or superior to him (asamya atisayah). He is
master of the three energies and three Visnus (svayam tryadhisah). L All
his desires (samasta-kamah) are fulfilled (apta) by Laksmi (laksmi)
and his rulership over his devotees, pastimeg—el-fl_d qualities (svarajya).
His teet are praised (edita-pada-pithah) by the sound by ten million
crowns (kirita-koti) of the devatas (cira-loka-palaih) offering respects
while presenting gifts (baliri haradbhih). SB 3.2.21




ThLGitc'l also says idam krtsnam ekdmsena sthito jagat:

“By one fragment of my power I am situated in this wheole—universe”
(BG 10.42) and Gopala-tapani Upanisad says eko vasi sarvagah krsna
idyah:

“The one Lord Krsna, who controls all and pervades all, should be
worshipped.” (Gopala—tapani Upanisad 1.19)
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