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TEXT 1

éçvaraù paramaù kåñëaù
sac-cid-änanda-vigrahaù

anädir ädir govindaù
sarva-käraëa-käraëam ||1||

Kåñëa (kåñëaù) is the supreme controller (éçvaraù). He is the enjoyer
of innumerable consorts (paramaù), and the possessor of an eternal
(sat) form (vigrahaù) of knowledge (cit) and bliss (änanda). Though,
he is without origin (anädiù), he is the source of all other forms of
God (ädiù), and is the cause of all causes (sarva-käraëa-käraëam). He
is Govinda, the boy who cares for the cows (govindaù).



Sarva-käraëa-käraëam

Because of his status as first, he is called sarva-käraëa-käraëam, the
cause of all causes.

He is the cause of even the creator of the material realm, the
puruñävatära.

Devaké says to Kåñëa in the Tenth Canto of Çrémad-Bhägavatam.



yasyäàçäàçäàça-bhägena 
viçvotpatti-layodayäù |

bhavanti kila viçvätmaàs 
taà tvädyähaà gatià gatä ||

O Soul of all that be (viçva ätman), the creation, maintenance and
destruction of the universe (viçva utpatti-laya-udayäù) are all carried
out (bhavanti kila) by a fraction of an expansion of an expansion of
your expansion, the puruñävatära (yasya aàça aàça aàça-bhägena).
Today (adya) I have come to take shelter of you (tväm ahaà gatià
gatäh), the Supreme Lord (taà). SB 10.85.31



The commentary on this statement is as follows.

The expansion of Kåñëa, the puruñävatära, has an expansion in the
form of mäyä.

Mäyä has an expansion in the form of the guëas.

This is an explanation of the phrase yasyäàçäàçäàça.



By one very small portion of the guëas (bhägena), the creation,
maintenance and destruction of the universe take place.

Therefore “I surrender unto you (tvä).”

Similarly Brahmä in his prayers says:



näräyaëas tvaà na hi sarva-dehinäm
ätmäsy adhéçäkhila-loka-säkñé

näräyaëo ’ìgaà nara-bhü-jaläyanät
tac cäpi satyaà na tavaiva mäyä

Are You not (tvaà na hi) the original Näräyaëa (näräyaëaù), O 
supreme controller (adhéça), since You are the Soul (ätmä asi) of 
every embodied being (sarva-dehinäm) and the eternal witness (säkñé) 
of all created realms (akhila-loka)? Indeed, Lord Näräyaëa 
(näräyaëaù) is Your expansion (aìgaà), and He is called Näräyaëa 
because He is the generating source (ayanät) of the primeval water of 
the universe (nara-bhü-jala). He is real (satyaà), not a product (na 
eva) of Your (tava) illusory Mäyä (mäyä). SB 10.14.14



To explain the derivation of the word Näräyaëa, it is said:

naräj jätäni tattväni 
näräëéti vidur budhäù |

tasya täny ayanaà pürvaà 
tena näräyaëaù småtaù ||

The elements of creation (tattväni) that arise from the Lord (nara)
(naräd jätäni) are known (viduh) by wise (budhäù) as nära (näräëi 
iti). The shelter of these elements (tasya) which exists previous to
them (täny pürvaà) is called ayana (ayanaà). Thus the puruña is
known as Näräyaëa (tena näräyaëaù småtaù).



Thus Brahmä states that Näräyaëa is an expansion, and Kåñëa is
the source.

The Gétä also says viñöabhyäham idaà kåtsnam ekäàçena sthito jagat:
“By one of my expansions, the puruña, I am firmly established in the
universe.” (BG 10.42)

In this way, the etymological meaning of Kåñëa has again been show to
be true, since he is also the basis of Näräyaëa.
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