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TEXT 1

1iSvarah paramah krsnah

sac-cid-ananda-vigrahah

anadir adir govindah_
sarva-karana-karanam ||1]|

”

Krsna (krsnah) is the supreme controller (isvarah). He is the enjoyer
of innumerable consorts (paramal), and the possessor ot an eternal
(sat) form (vigrahah) of knowledge (cit) and bliss (ananda). Th\migh,
he is without origin (anadih), he is the source of all other forms of
G_B_d (adih), and is the cause of all causes (sarva-karana-karanam). He
is Govinda, the boy who cares for the cows@vinda@).




Sarva-karana-karanam

Because of his status as first, he is called sarva-karana-karanam, the
cause ot all causes.

He is the cause of even the creator ot the material realm, the
purusavatarad. -

Devaki says to Krsna in the Tenth Canto of Srimad-Bhagavatam.




yasyarnsamsamsa-bhagena
visvotpatti-layodayah |
bhavanti kila visvatmarms
tath tvadyaharh gatim gata ||

O Soul of all that be (visva atman), the creation, maintenance and
destruction ol the universe ,(Vi_S_V_gl_ utpatti-laya-udayah) are all carried
out (bhavanti kila) by a fraction of an expansio}i of an expansion of
your expansion, the purusavatara (yasya amsa amsa amsa-bhagena).
Today (adya) I have come to take shelter of you (tvam aham gatim
gatah), the Supreme Lord (tarn). SB 10.85.31




The commentary on this statement is as follows.

The expansion of Krsna, the purusdvatdara, has an expansion in the
form of maya.

Maya has an expansion in the form of the gunas.
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By one very small portion of the gungs (bhdgena), the creation,

maintenance and destruction of the universe take place.

<

Therefore “I surrender unto ) you (tva).” _

Similarly Brahma in his prayers says:




narayanas tvarh na hi sarva-dehinam
atmasy adhisakhila-loka-saksi
narayano ‘ngam nara-bhii-jalayanat
tac capl satyam na tavaiva maya

Are You not (tvamm na hi) the original Narayana (narayanah), O
supreme controller (adhisa), since You are the Soul (atma asi) of
every embodied being (sarva-dehinam) and the eternal witness (saksi)
of all created realms (akhila-loka)? Indeed, Lord Narayana
(narayanah) is Your expansion (angam), and He is called Narayana
because He is the generating source (ayanat) of the primeval water of
the universe (nara-bhu-jala). He is real (satyam), not a product (na
eva) of Your (tava) illusory Maya (maya). SB 10.14.14




To explain the derivation of the word Narayana, it is said:

naraj jatani tattvani
naraniti vidur budhah |
tasya tany ayanam purvam

tena narayanah smrtah ||

—_—

The elements of creation (tattvani) that arise from the Lord (nara)
(narad jatani) are known (viduh) by wise (budhah) as ndra (narani
iti) The shelter of these elements (tasya) which exists previous to
them (tany purvam) is called ayana (ayanam). Thus the purusa is
knowmras Narayana (tena narayanah smrtah).




Thus Brahma states that Narayana is an expansion, and Krsna is
the source.

The Gita also says vistabhyaham idam krtsnam ekamsena sthito jagat:
“By one of my expansions, the purusa, I am firmly established in the
universe.” (BG 10.42)

In this way, the etymological meaning of Krsna has again been show to
be true, since he is also the basis of Narayana.
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