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TEXT 1

1iSvarah paramah krsnah

sac-cid-ananda-vigrahah

anadir adir govindah_
sarva-karana-karanam ||1]|

”

Krsna (krsnah) is the supreme controller (isvarah). He is the enjoyer
of innumerable consorts (paramal), and the possessor ot an eternal
(sat) form (vigrahah) of knowledge (cit) and bliss (ananda). Th\migh,
he is without origin (anadih), he is the source of all other forms of
G_B_d (adih), and is the cause of all causes (sarva-karana-karanam). He
is Govinda, the boy who cares for the cows@vinda@).




Vigrahah ES

Even those who claim that the roots krs and na in the word Krsna
simply mean “supreme bliss”, and do not indicate a person, must give
regard to the fact that he has inherent powers, made apparent by the
descriptive words such as isvara in the verse.

It would be inapprepriate—teo—attribute these qualities to some other

object or person, since Krsna is described as supreme in power (isvara)
and supreme as a cause (sarva-karana-karanam).




But there is an objection.

—_—

The Sruti also says:

anando brahma iti | ko hy evanyat kah pranyad yad esa akasa anando
B na syat | anandad imani bhatani jayante |

Brahman is bliss (anando brahma iti). Who could breathe without this
Brahman (kah hy eva anyat kah pranyad), if _this blisstul Brahman
(yad esa akasa anandah) were not present (na syat)? From bliss
(anandad) all entities (imani bhutani) are born (jayante). Talttiriya
Upanisad 2.7.1,5 T




na tasya karyarh karanam ca vidyate,
na tat-samas cabhyadhikas ca drsyate |

parésyvividhaiva érﬁyaté

svabhaviKkt jiana-bala-kriya ca ||

He has no body and no senses (na tasya karyarm karanar ca vidyate).
No one is equal to him or higher (na tat-sama$ cabhyadhikas ca
drsyate). His supreme power is manifold (para asya saktir vividhaiva
srityate). His actions (kriya) are_naturally revealed (svabhaviki) with
knowledge and strength (jiiana-bala). Svetasvatara Upanisad




An opponent may thus say, “Though you say that according to
the etymology Krsna means ‘He who attracts all, he who is the greatest
and he who is bliss,” from that definition itselt he should actually be
considered formless, for bliss cannot have a form, in view of the above
quotations.” *

L —

That may be true, but the Lord, by being endowed with supreme
Saktis (parama), possesses an extraordinary form full of eternal bliss.

Thus the verse states sac-cid-ananda-vigraha. He is bliss, but also has a
form which is eternity, knowledge and bliss.




In the Tenth Canto of Srimad-Bhagavatam, Brahma says:

—

tasmad idam jagad aSesam asat-svariipam
svapnabham asta-dhisanam puru-duhkha-duhkham
tvayy eva nitya-sukha-bodha-tanav anante
mayata udyad api yat sad ivavabhati

Therefore (tasmat) this (ida_m) entire (asesam) universe (jz@), which like a
dream (svapna-abham) is by nature unreal (asat-svartipam), nevertheless
appears real, and thus it COVErs oNne’s CONsCiousness (asta-dhisanam) and assails
one with repeated miseries (puru-duhkha-duhkham). This universe (gpi )Et)
appears (iva avabhati) real (sat) because it is manifested by the potency of

illusion (mayatah) emanating (udyat) from You (tvayi eva), whose unlimited
\W

(anante) transcendental forms u) are full kof E(nitya) @s

(sukha) and@owle@ﬂfodha@ B 10.14.22




Also the Gopdla-tapani and Hayasirsa Upanisadas say sac-cid-
ananda-riipaya krsnayaklista-karmane: 1 offer my respects unto Krsna,
with a form of eternity, knowledge and bliss, unafflicted by suffering.

Also, the one hundred-and eight names of Krsna mentioned in

the Brahmanda Purana describe Krsna as nanda-vraja-jananandi sac-
cid-ananda-vigragah- He has a form of eternity, knowledge and bliss
which gives joy to the people of Vraja.




Sad-vigrahah @

Sac-cid-ananda-vigraha means the following.

——

Sat-vigraha means that his form does not change.

In the Tenth Canto of Srimad-Bhagavatam the devatds, headed by
Brahma, pray (using the word repeatedly):

~—




@a—vratam satya-param tri-satyam
Satyasya yonim nihitarh ca satye
satyasya satyam rta-satya-netram

satyatmakam tvam Saranar prapannah

The demigods prayed: O Lord, You never deviate from Your vow (satya-vratam), which is
always perfect because whatever You decide is perfectly correct and cannot be stopped by
anyone (satya-pararm). Being present in the three phases of cosmic manifestation-creation,
maintenance and annihilation (tri-satyam)—You are the Supreme Truth (satyasya yonim).
Indeed, unless one is completely truthful, one cannot achieve Your tavor, which therefore
cannot be achieved by hypocrites (nihitarh ca satye). You are the active principle, the real
truth, in all the ingredients of creation, and therefore you are known as antaryami, the inner
force (satyasya satyam). You are equal to everyone, and Your instructions apply for everyone,
for all time (rta-satya-netrarn). You are the beginning of all truth (satyatmakarn). Theretfore,

otfering our obeisances, we surrender unto You. Kindly give us protection (tvam Saranarn
prapannah). SB 10.2.26



Devaki says:

naste loke dvi-parardhavasane maha-bhiitesv adi-bhiitam gatesu
Vyakte Vyaktam kala-vegena yate bhavan ekah Sisyate ’Sesa-samjnah

—

After_millions of years (dvi-parardhavasane), at the time of cosmic
annihilation (naste loke), when_ everything, manifested and

unmamfested (vyakte avyaktam), is anmhllated by the force of time
(kala-vegena vyate), the five gross elements enter_into_the subtle
conception, and the manifested categories enter into the unmanifested
substance (maha-bhutesv adi-bhaitam gatesu). At that time, You alone
remain (bhavan ekah sisyate), and You are known as Ananta Sesa-
naga (asesa-samjnah). SB 10.3.25 -




martyo mrtyu-vyala-bhitah palayan
lokan sarvan nirbhayam nadhyagacchat
tvat padabjarm prapya yadrcchayadya
susthah Sete mrtyur asmad apaiti

— — —

No one in this material world has become iree from the four principles birth,
death, old age and disease (mrtyu-vyala-bhitah martyah nirbhayam
nadhyagacchat), even by tleeing to various planets (lokan sarvan palayan).
But now that You have appeared, My Tord; death is fleeing in fear of You
(mrtyur asmad apaiti), and the living entities, having obtained shelter at
Your lotus feet by Your mercy (tvat padabjarn prapya adya yadrcchaya), are
sleeping in Tull mental peace (susthah sete). SB 10.3.27

Brahma also prays:



adyaiva tvad rte ’sya kirh mama na te mayatvam adarSitam
~¢ko st prathamam tato vraja-suhrd-vatsah samasta api
tavanto ’si catur-bhujas tad akhilaih sakam mayopasitas
tavanty eva jaganty abhiis tad amitam brahmadvayam sisyate

Have You not shown (kim tvad na adarsitam) me (inama) today (adya eva) that both
You Yoursell _and everything within this creation are manifestations of Your

inconceivable potency (te mayatvam)? First (prathamam) You appeared alone (ekah
asi), and then (tatah) You manifested Yourself as all (samastah) of Vrndavana’s calves
(vatsah) and cowherd boys, Your Iriends (vraja-suhrt). Next You appeared as an equal
number of fouMann {aorms (tavantah catuh—bhu]ah asi), who were
Worshlped (upasitah) by all living beings (tat akhilaih), including me (sakam maya),
and after_that You appeared (abhtih) as an equal number (tavantl eva) of complete
universes (jaganti). Fmally, You have now rglmlsyate) to Your unlimited form

(tat amitarn) as the éupreme Absolute Truth (brahma), one without a second
(advayam). SB 10.14.18 D




As well, Gitad says hrahmano hi pratisthaham: 1 am the basis ot
Brahman (W(ITi is eterna)). (BG 14.27) and as well:

yasmat ksaram atito ’ham aksarad api cottamabh |

S ——

“ato 'smi loke vede ca prathitah purusottamah ||

Because 1 am superior to the conditioned (yasmat ksaram atitah
aham) and liberated jivas (aksarad api ca uttamah), I am celebrated
(atah prathitah asmi) in the Vedas and the smrtis (loke vede ca), as
the Supreme Person (puru?ottamah). BG 15.18




Gopala-tapani says:

janma-jarabhyarn bhinnah sthanur ayam acchedyo ’yar yo ’sau
saurye tisthati | yo ’sau gosu tisthati, yo ’sau gah palayati, yo ’sau
gopesu tisthati govindan mrtyur bibheti ||

He is unchanging (ayam [sthanuh)), free from birth and old age (janma-
jarabhyam bhinnah). He>~who stays in Vrndavana (ayam yah asau
saurye tisthati) is indivisible (acchedyah) Death fears Govinda
(govindat mrtyur bibheti) who stays with the cows (yo ’sau gosu

tisthati), who protects the cows (yo ’sau gah palayati) and who

resides with the cowherd people (yo~sawgopeswtisthati).




Saurya comes from sauri, the Yamuna. The neighboring area,
Vrndavana, is called saurya.

Cid-vigrahah @

The statement: “Having a body of knowledge (cid-vigraha)”, means
that the form has the power to reveal itself to others, because it is self-
reveahng (Self revelation is the quality of knowledge).




[t is not dependent on anether-objeettoreveal it.

Brahma has stated the same in the Tenth Canto of Srimad-Bhagavatam.

—




ekas tvam atma purusah puranah
satyah svayam-jyotir ananta adyah
nityo Ksaro jasra-Sukiho miranjanah

purnadvayo mukta upadhito 'mrtah

You (tvam) are the one (ekah) Supreme Soul (atma), the primeval anah)
Supreme Personality (purusah), the Absolute Tru@_(satyah)—@f_n?;m

Vayam-jyotﬁ, endless (anantah) and beginningless (adyah). You are eternal
(nityah) and infallible (aksarah), perfect and complete (purna), without any
rival (advayah) and free (mukta) from all material designations (upadhitah).
Your happiness can never be obstructed (ajasra-sukhah), nor have You any

connection with material contamination (niranjanah). Indeed, You are the
indestructible nectar of immortality (amrtah). SB 10.14.23




Gopala-tapani (1.26) says:

yo brahmanam vidadhati parvam
yo vidyastasmai gopayati sma krsnah |
tam ha daivamatmabuddhiprakasam

mumuksurvai daranamanuvrajeta ||

Those desiring liberation (mumuksuh) should take shelter (saranam
anuvrajeta) of Krsna (krsrni) Whg'éveals himselt to others’
perception (tarh ha daivam Gtma buddhi prakasant), and who
previously (yah parvam) created Brahma (brahmanam vidadhati) and
protected (yah gopayati sma) spiritual knowledge (vidya) for him
(tasmai).




na caksusa pasyati riipam asya

One cannot see his form with the material eye. Svetasvatara Upanisad

yam evaisa vrnute tena labhyas
tasyaisa atma vrnute tanum svam ||

The Lord reveals his form to whomsoever he chooses. Mundaka
Upanisad 3.2.4
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