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TEXT 1

1iSvarah paramah krsnah

sac-cid-ananda-vigrahah

anadir adir govindah_
sarva-karana-karanam ||1]|

”

Krsna (krsnah) is the supreme controller (isvarah). He is the enjoyer
of innumerable consorts (paramal), and the possessor ot an eternal
(sat) form (vigrahah) of knowledge (cit) and bliss (ananda). Th\migh,
he is without origin (anadih), he is the source of all other forms of
G_B_d (adih), and is the cause of all causes (sarva-karana-karanam). He
is Govinda, the boy who cares for the cows@vinda@).




Ananda-vigrahah

Ananda-vigraha means that Govinda is the abode of the purest, highest
prema, complete with all its components.

This is made clear in the Tenth Canto of Srimad-Bhagavatam as well:

—




brahman parodbhave krsne
iyan prema katham bhavet
'yo ’bhata-parvas tokesu

svodbhavesv api kathyatam

O brahmana (brahman), how coulg (katham) the cowherd women
have developed (bhavet) for Krsna (krsne), someone else’s son (para-
udbhave), such_ (iyan) unprecedented (abhuta-pturvah) pure love

(prema)-love they never felt even (api) for their own children (yah
sva-udbhavesu tokesu api)? Please explain this (kathyatam). SB

104449




Vasudeva says:

vidito ’si bhavan saksat
purusah prakrteh para

lgevalz‘mublﬁ@él@
svaripah sarva-buddhi-drk

T
C——

My Lord, you are the Supreme Person (bhavan saksat purusah),
beyond material existence, and you are the Supersoul (prakrteh
parah). Your purely blisstul form can be perceived by transcendental

knowledge (sarva-buddhi-drk), by which you rstood as
the Supreme Personality of Godhead (kevala-anubhava-ananda-

svariipah). I now understand your position perfectly (viditah asi). SB
10.3.13




Sruti says:

anandar brahmano rapam

The form of the Brahman is bliss.

Since the form of eternity, knowledge and bliss.of the Lord is
perfect and intrinsic, that form is non-ditferent from him.

Thus the words atma and vigraha may be used as synonymes.

[ S—




It has been shown that the Lord, unlike the jiva, does not have a
material body diiferentirom datma (dehi). Sukadeva says:

krsnam enam avehi tvam atmanam akhilatmanam
jagad-dhitaya so 'py atra dehivabhati mayaya

You (tvam) should know (avehi) Krsna (enam krsnam) to be the
or—i—g-inal Soul (atmanam) of all living entities (akhila-atmanam). For
the benefit of the whole universe (jagat-hitaya), He has (sah api), out
of His causeless mercy, appeared (atra abhati) as an ordinary human
being (dehi). He has done this by the strength of His internal potency
(mayaya). SB 10.14.55




Maya in this verse means “mercy.”

The Visva-prakasa dictionary says mdyda dambhe krpayam ca: maya
means pride and mercy.

0

Govinda

Since Krsna eternally possesses the type of form just discussed, for the
purposes of absorbing himself in pastimes he sometimes appears as the
king of the Vrsnis and sometimes as Govinda, the cowherd boy.




In the Twelfth Canto of Srimad-Bhagavatam, Suta explains:

@-krsna—krsna—sakha-vrsny—rsabhévani-dhrug—
rajanya-varhsa-dahananapavargya-virya |
da\gopa-vanita-vraja-bhrtya-gita-
tirtha=sravah Sravana-mangala pahi bhrgyan ||

O Krsna (Sri-krsna)! Of friend of Arjuna (krsna-sakha)! Best of the Yadavas
(vrsny-rsabha)! Destroyer of the kings who harmed the earth (avani-dhrug-
rajanya-vamsa-dahana)! Lord of undiminished strength (anapavarga-virya)!
Lord of all the cows (govinda)! O Lord who gives pleasure to the ears (Sravana-
mangala) by the fame which purities the universe (tirtha-sravah), which is sung
(gita) by Uddhava, the servant of the gopis of Vraja (vraja-gopa-vanita-bhrtya)!
O Lord, please protect your devotees (pahi bhrtyan). SB 12.11.25




Though Krsna performs two types of pastimes (in Vrndavana and
Dvaraka), the form as Govinda is the most worthy of worship, because
Govinda is endowed with the most affectionate form, pastimes and
associates.

Thus the Brahma-samhitd mentions the word Govinda to distinguish
the Vrndavana Krsna from the Dvaraka Krsna.

This Govinda will later be praised in the verse starting with the words
cintamani-prakara-sadmasu kalpa-vrksa.




Govinda, the Lord of the cows, should not be considered an inferior
name, because altter Surabhi bathed Krsna for his victory over Indra,
Indra gave him the name Govinda as an honor. (SB 10.27.23)

In the previous chapter of Srimad-Bhagavatam, Sukadeva prayed priyan
na indro gavam: May the Lord of the cows be pleased with us.

If Krsna is the shelter of all beings, and then is called the shelter of the
cows, it indicates that Krsna, as the Lord of the cows, is perfect in
status.




Calling Krsna Govinda—Iord of the cows—does not indicate a lesser
being.

The Go-siikta says:

gobhyo yajiah pravartante gobhyo devah samutthitah |
gobhir vedah samudgirnah sad-anga-padaka-kramabh ||

Sacrifices take place because of cows (gobhyo yajnah pravartante).
The devatas appear because of cows (gobhyo devah samutthitah). The
Vedas (vedah) with their six angas (sad-anga-padaka-kramah) appear
(samudglrnah) because of the cows (gobhih).




These cows have appeared on earth from the supreme planet of

Goloka. In the Gopala-tapani Upanisad, Brahma himself states that he

worships the Lord as Govinda:

govindarh sac-cid-ananda-vigraham vrndavana-sura-bharuha-

talasinam satatarn samarud-gano ’ham tosayami

—_—
,

I (aham) along with the Maruts (sa marud-ganah) satisty_Govinda

(govindarn tosayami), the form of eternity, know

edgejmd bli

iss (sac-

cid-ananda-vigraham), who sits (asinam satatam) beneath (tala) a
desire tree in Vrndavana (vrndavana-sura-bhuaruha).

P =




As well, in the Tenth Canto of Srimad-Bhagavatam Brahma prays

for attaining association with the Lord’s form as the son of Nanda:




tad bhuri-bhagyam iha janma kim apy atavyam
yad gokule ’pi katamanghri-rajo-bhisekam
yaj-jivitam_tu nikhilath bhagavan mukundas
tv adyapi yat-pada-rajah Sruti-mrgyam eva

“My greatest possible good fortune (tad bhiri-bhagyam) would be to
take any birth whatever (kim apy janma) in this forest of Gokula (iha
gokule atavyam) and have my head bathed by the dust talling from the
lotus feet of any of its residents (katamah ahgb_gi-rgig;’ﬁﬂ,se\lqm).
Their entire lite and soul (yaj-jivitam tu nikhilam) is the Supreme
Personality of Godhead, Mukunda (bhagavan mukundah), the dust of
whose lotus feet (yat-pada-rajah) is still being searched for in the
Vedic mantras (adyapi sruti-mrgyam eva).”SB 10.14.34




Brahma addresses the Lord as the son of the cowherd Nanda
(pasupangajayay: -




naumidya te ’bhra-vapuse tadid-ambaraya
gun;] avatamsa—parlplccha-lasan-mukhava
vanya-sraje Kavala-vetra-visana-venu-
laksma-sriye mrdu-pade pasupangajaya

My dear Lord, You are the only worshipable Lord, the Supreme Personality of Godhead
(idya), and therefore I offer my humble obeisances and prayers (naumi) just to please
You (te). O son of the king of the cowherds (pasu-pa-anga-jaya), Your transcendental
body (vapuse) is dark blue like a new cloud (abhra), Your garment (ambaraya) is
brilliant (lasat) like lightning (tadit), and the beauty of Your face (mukhaya) is
enhanced by Your guiija earrings (guija avatamsa) and the peacock feather on Your
head (pari-piccha). Wearing garlands of various forest flowers and leaves (vanya-
sraje), and equipped with a herding stick (vetra), a buftalo horn (visana) and a flute

(venu), You stand beautitully (laksma-sriye mrdu-pade) with a morsel of food in Your
hand (kavala). SB 10.14.1



Therefore, other meanings for the word govinda, indicating
various great powers, are not accepted

The Gautamiya-tantra, in the description of the ten-syllable mantra,
after reiterating that Krsna is the Supreme lord, since he is all-
powerful, concludes that he is a cowherd boy also:




gopiti prakrtimh vidyaj janas tattva-samuhakah |
anayor asrayo vyaptya karanatvena ce$varah |

sandranandarm parar jyotir vallabhatvena kathyate ||

athava gopi prakrtir janas tad-am$a-mandalam |
anayor vallabhah proktah svami krsnakhya isvarah ||

karya-karanayor isah Srutibhis tena giyate ||

aneka-janma-siddhanar gopinam patir eva va |

nanda-nandana ity uktas trailokyananda-vardhanah ||




Those persons possessing truth know that (vidyad) gopi means prakrti (gopi iti prakrtim).
Jana means the assembly of all the material elements (tattva-samtihakah janah). The shelter of
prakrti and its elements (anayor asrayah) is the Lord (isvarah), since he is the final cause and
pervades everything (vyaptya karanatvena). Or, gopi can mean the spiritual prakrti (gopiti
prakrtith vidyad), and jana can mean the assembly of secondary forms of the - Lord (tattva-
samithakah janah). The Lord (isvara) known as Krsna is called vallabha, the master of
Laksmi and the other forms of God. Vallabha means the supreme light, condensed bliss. The
word gopi means prakrti (athava gopi prakrtir), the energy of the Lord called mayd which is
the material cause of the universe. The word jana means tattva-samiithaka, the elements
starting with mahat-tattva (janah tattva-samuthakah). The shelter of both is the Supreme Lord
(anayoh svami krsnakhya isvarah), the Supreme Light composed of condensed bliss
(sandranandam param jyotih). This is the meaning ot Vallabha (vallabhatvena kathyate). The
Lord of cause (prakrti) and etfect (elements) (karya-karanayor isah) is thus gloritied by _the
srutis in this mantra (Srutibhis tena giyate). Another meaning is that (va) Krsna is the master
of many cowherd women (gopinam patir eva) who_achieved perfection after many births
(aneka-janma-siddhanam). He who is the son of Nanda, Nanda-nandana (nanda-nandana ity
uktah), increases the bliss of the three worlds (trailokyananda-vardhanah) (Three meanings of

the mantra are given: Krsna as impersonal Brahman, as majestic in Goloka, and as intimate in
PP T TR




The reasons for his being called isvara, the possessor of all
powers, are two: he pervades everything as etfect (kdrya) and he is the

ultimate cause %amna).

Prakrti also refers to the Sakti of the Lord called Maha-laksmi, who
appears in Vaikuntha.

She is beyond mayad and arises from the Lord’s svaripa.

Amsa-mandalam refers to the forms of Sankarsana and others. Aneka-

janma-siddhanam means “atter endless births i the material- world.”




This does not mean that the gopis are all sadhana-siddhas, but that
they, like Krsna, appear countless times to perform pastimes with him
in the material world.

Thus the-Gitéasays-bahiini me vyatitani janmani tava carjuna: O Arjuna,
you and | have passed many births in this world. (BG 4.5)

Though Krsna is eternal, Garga has also agreed that Krsna is the
son of Nanda.




Though he says the following it can be explained logically that he is
actually Nanda’s son.

prag ayam vasudevasya kvacij jatas tavatmajah
vasudeva iti Sriman abhijiah sampracaksate

For m s, this beautiful son of yours (ayarh tava Sriman
atmajah) sometimes appeared previously (prag kvacij jatah) as the
son of Vasudeva (vasudevasya). Therefore, those who are learned
(abhijnah) sometimes call this child Vasudeva (vasudeva iti
sampracaksate). SB 10.8.14




He appeared to be the son of Vasudeva because he appeared in

Vasudeva’s _mind: avivesamsa-bhdgena mana _anakadundubheh: he
entered the mind of Vasudeva in partial form. (SB 10.2.16)

Dadhara _sarvatmakam __atma-bhiitam  kastha  yathananda-karam
manastal: Devaki became beautiful by carrying Lord Krsna, the

original consciousness for evervone, the cause of all causes, within the

core of her heart, just-as—theeast-beeomesbeantiful by carrying the
rising moon. (SB 10.2.18)




But simultaneously he appeared to Nanda in Vraja.

This point is supported by many scriptures.

(
Though he made an appearance to Vasudeva, he also appears as the
son of Nanda (atmaja). -

[ —

Nanda and YaSoda’s pure, great prema for him, filled with parental
attection, is most appropriate.




Similarly, though Vardha appeared to take birth from the nostril of

Brahma, simultaneously he appeared on Varaha-loka, though this was

not seen by the common people.

Pure prema belongs to Nanda, and is obstructed in Vasudeva, hecause

Vasudeva’s love is mixed with knowledge that Krsna is the Lord.

Thus it is correct when Garga says that Krsna, though the son of
Nanda (atmajah), is also the son of Vasudeva. Sukadeva has also
confirms that Krsna is the son of Nanda: -




nayarn sukhapo bhagavan dehinam M

jiianinam catma-bhiitanam yatha bhaktimatam iha

The Supreme Personality of Godhead, Krsna (ayarn bhagavan), the son
of mother Yasoda (@)ikﬁ-gah), is accessible (sukha apah) to
devotees engaged in spontaneous loving service (bhaktimatam), but He
is not as easily accessible (na yatha) to mental speculators (jianinam),
to those striving for self-realization by severe austerities and penances
(atma-bhutanam), or to those who consider the body the same as the
self (dehinam).

SB 10.9.21

The knowers of adgama confirm this by saying:



sakala-loka-mangalo nanda-gopa-tanayo devata

Krsna, the _son of Nanda;-is auspiciousness for the whole world.
Gautamiya-tantra

In describing the ten-syllable mantra, this fact was also acknowledged
(nanda-nandana ity uktas trailokyananda-vardhanau).

One should also see the commentary of Vaisnava-tosani on the verse
nandas tv atmaja utpannah (SB 10.5.1)




eV TEXT2
(o ﬂ{’“
o sahasra-patra-kamalam
¢ gokulakhyarn mahat padam |
tat-karnikaram tad-dhama

tad-anantamsa-sambhavam ||2]]

The dhama of Krsna (tad-dhama) called iGokulQ (gokulakhyam) is the
supreme abode (mahat padam). It is the ricar

(tat-karnikaram) of a lotus with a  thousand  petals
(sahasra-patra-kamalarn) and it_is sustained (sambhavam) by a

portion (amsa) of the spiritual energy of Baladeva (tad) called Ananta
(ananta).




This verse presents the eternal dhama suitable for the form of Govinda.

[ S—

There is a lotus with a thousand petals.

e

D

This lotus should be understood to be made of cintamani) since it will
later be explained that the earth there is made of cintamani (bhumis
cintdmani-ganamayi).

e

—D

[t is the most excellent place (mahat-padam). Mahat-padam can also

mean that this is the place of the majestic form of Krsna, Maha-
vaikuntha.




@@, because of the fear that there are too many meanings, the
meaning is made specific by adding the phrase ékuldk% (it is

callfd Gokula). (Thus mahat padam does not mean Maha-vaikuntha.)

By applying the principle that the conventional meaning
overrides the literal meaning, the conventional meaning of gokula
(literally, “a cowshed”) is, “the spiritual living place of the cowherd
people of Vraja.”

In the same sense it is said in the Tenth Canto of Srimad—Bhdgavatam;

bhagavan —gokulesvarah: “He is the Lord of Gekula—the—eowherd
village.”




The word will be used with this sense later in Brahma-sambhita.

This dhama 1is also called vana-vaikuntha in the scriptures
(Krsnopanisad 9).

This place of Krsna may be called “great” (mahat padam) because it has
a huge palace (mahantahpuram) suitable for living with many others--
with Nanda, Yasoda and other devotees.




That Krsna lives together with them will be shown later.

The nature of this dhdma is then explained.

[t exists etemall;L_) as_a purely spiritual, seli-effulgent

portion of Baladeva called Ananta (anantamsa).

This is also understood from the Vaisnava scriptures (tantra). Or the
phrase can mean “it is the dwelling place (sambhava) of Baladeva,
whose portion is Ananta (ananto ‘msa).”
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