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catur-asram tat-paritah Svetadvipakhyam adbhutam
catur-asram catur-miurtes catur-dhama catus-krtam |
caturbhih purusarthais ca caturbhir hetubhir vrtam

sulair dasabhir anaddham trdhvadho dig-vidiksv api ||

astabhir nidhibhir justam astabhih siddhibhis tatha

manu-riipais ca dasabhir dik-palaih parito vrtam ||

Syamair gaurai$ ca raktais ca suklais ca parsadarsabhaih

sobhitam $aktibhis tabhir adbhutabhih samantatah ||5||




Similarly, the Tenth Canto describes the presence of the Vedas in
Goloka: krsnam ca tatra chandobhih stiyamanari suvismitdah: they were
especially amazed to see Krsna himself there, surrounded by the
personified Vedas, who were offering him prayers. (SB 10.28.17)

Sakti (saktibhih) refers to Vimala and others (The saktis are mentioned
in Hari-bhakti-vilasa 6.19 commentary in relation to pitha-pija: Vimala,
Utkarsini, Jiiana, Kmya Yaga Prahvi, Satya, Isana and Anugraha).

————
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Tllis place called Goloka (surrounding Gokula) is described in the
Bhagavatam:

nandas tv atindriyarh drstva loka-pala-mahodayam |
krsne ca sannatim tesam jnatibhyo vismito 'bravit ||

Nanda Maharaja (nandah tu) had been astonished (vismitah) to see
(drstva) for the first time (atindriyam) the great opulence of Varuna,
the ruler of the ocean planet (loka-pala-mahodayam), and also to see
how Varuna and his servants (tesam) had offered such humble respect
to Krsna (krsne ca sannatirn). Nanda described all-this€abravit) to his
tellow cowherd men (jaatibhyah). SB 10.28.10




Atindriyam means astonishing.

te cautsukya-dhiyo rajan matva gopas tam iSvaram |
api nah svagatim siksmam upadhasyad adhisvarah ||

The cowherd men (te ca gopah) considered (matva) that Krsna must
be the Supreme Lord (tam i$varam), and their minds (dhiyah), O King
(rajan), were iilled with eagerness (autsukya). They thought, “Will the
Supreme Lord (api adhisvarah) bestow (upadhasyad) upen—us (nah)
his transcendental abode (svagatim) which is hard to understand
(suksmam)?” SB 10.28.11




Svagatim means “his own abode.”

Stiksmam means “hard to understand.”

Upadhasyat stands tor upadhasyati (will he bestow this to us?).

This is what they decided to ask for.




iti svanarh sa bhagavan vijhayakhila-drk svayam |
sankalpa-siddhaye tesam krpayaitad acintayat ||

Because he sees everything (akhila-drk), Lord Krsna, the Supreme
Personality of Godhead (sah bhagavan), automatically understood
(svayam vijhaya) what the cowherd men were conjecturing—(ti
svanam). Wanting to show his compassion to them (tesam krpaya) by
fullillingtheir desires (sankalpa-siddhaye), the Lord thought as
follows (etadacimtayat). SB 10.28.12 B




jano vai loka etasminn avidya-kama-karmabhih |
uccavacasu gatisu na veda svam gatimm bhraman ||

My own dearest people, the inhabitants of Vraja (janah), thinking that
they are wandering in this world (etasminn loke bhraman) in_various
destinations such as devgtds, animals efc. (ucca avacasu gatisu ) by
their _own ignorance (avidya-kama-karmabhih), do not know (na
veda) their real abode (svarh gatim). SB 10.28.13




Janah means my own people, the residents of Vraja, standing for
sva-jana.

S

The same usage is found —in—thewverse sdalokya-sarsti-samipya-
saritpyaikatvam apy uta diyamanam na grhnanti vina mat-sevana

(SB 3.29.13) where janah also stands for sva-janah, my devotees.

Though jana also means people in general, it is inappropriate in this
context.




Krsna thinks ot all the people of Vraja as his own people:

tasman mac-charanam gosthar
man-natharh mat-parigraham |
gopaye svatma-yogena
so 'yarh me vrata ahitah ||

I must therefore protect (tasmad gopaye) the cowherd community

(gostharn) by my transcendental potency (svatma-yogena), for I am
their shelter (mad-saranarm), I am their master (man—nztham), and
indeed they are my own family. (mat-parigraham), After all, 1 have
taken a vow (me vrata ahitah) to protect my devotees (sah ayarm). SB
10.25.18




Tbese devotees (janah) are bewildered in high or low bodies of

devas or animals (uccavacasu gatisu) concerning their destination
(svam gatim) in this material world (etasmin).

They think that their destinatien—is—the impersonal Brahman since

they play the role of contaminated souls.

They do not know their real goal.

This is, because, for the pastimes of Krsna in the material world, part

ol their awareness is covered.




This is understood irom thetoHowing statement:

iti nandadayo gopah krsna-rama-katharh muda |

kurvanto ramamanas ca navindan bhava-vedanam ||

In this way all the cowherd men, headed by Nanda Maharaja (iti
nandadayo gopah), enjoyed topics about the pastimes of Krsna and
Balarama (krsna-rama-kathath muda kurvantah) with__great
transcendental pleasure (ramamanas ca), and they could not even
perceive material tribulations (navindan bhava-vedanam). SB 10.11.58




From this statement it is understood that the inhabitants of Vraja
could not actually be afflicted by the activities of lust due to ignorance
(avidya-kama-karmabhih).

iti saficintya bhagavan maha-karuniko haxih |

darsayamasa lokar svarh gopanar tamasah param ||

Thus deeply considering the situation (iti saficintya), the all-merciful
(maha-karunikah) Supreme Personality of Godhead Hari (bhagavan
har_i_l_;_)_ revealed (darsayamasa) to the cowherd men (gopanam) his
own abode (lokamh svam), which is beyond material darkness
(tamasah param). SB 10.28.14




Therefore he showed them the actual planet of the cowherd men,
Goloka (gopanam svam lokam).

This planet is beyond prakrti (tamasah) since it arises from his
svaripa-sakti.




satyarh jianam anantam yat brahma jyotih sanatanam |
yad dhi pasyanti munayo gunapaye samahitah ||

Lord Krsna revealed the indestructible (sanatanam) spiritual
effulgence (brahma jyotih), which is (yat) unlimited (anantam),
conscious (jianam) and eternal (satyarn). Sages (munayah) see
(pasyanti) that_spiritnal existence (yad hi) in trance (samahitah),
when their consciousness is free of the modes of material nature (guna
apaye). SB 10.28.15




This verse describes Goloka as full of eternity, knowledge and bliss.

te tu brahma-hradam nita magnah krsnena coddhrtah |

dadrsur brahmano lokam yatrakriro ’dhyagat pura ||

#

The cowherd men (te tu) were brought (nita) by Lord Krsna
(krsnena) to the Brahma-hrada (brahma-hradam), where Akrira
would go (yatra akrarah) in the near future (pura), and were
submerged in the water (magnah), and then litted uﬁca uddhrtah).

The cowherd men then saw (dadrsuh) the _a_l:mde__gf_ph@‘Lmﬁ
(brahmano lokam). SB 10.28.16
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He brought them to Brahma-hradam or Akrura-urtha, and he

submerged them in that water and pulled them out.

On emerging from the water they attained his abode—the planet
which was supremely great (brahmanah lokam) called Goloka.




Brahma-loka can refer to spiritual planets as in the following verse:

murdhabhih satyalokas tu brahmalokah sanatanah

Satyaloka, the topmost planetary system, is situated on the head of the
torm (murdhabhih-satyalokah). The spiritual planets, however, are
sanatanah). SB 2.5.39

By this analysis, brahmanah lokam refers to a place other than Vaikunta
but tull of majesty.




What was the brahma-hrada?

It is the place where. in the future, from the events described (pura),
Akrara would come.

The dictionary makers say: pura purane nikate prabandatita-bhavisu:
purd means ancient, in proximity, in the near, past and near future.

This is the usage of the word in the context, in order to describe the
greatness ot the tirthd.




nandadayas tu tarh drstva paramananda-nirvrtah |
krsnam ca tatra cchandobhih stilyamanam suvismitah ||

Nanda Mahardja and the other cowherd men (nanda adayah tu) felt
the greatest happiness (paramananda-nirvrtah) when they saw that
transcendental abode (tam drstva). They were especially amazed
(suvismitah) to see Krsna himself there (krsnam ca tata),
surrounded by the personitied Vedas (cchandobhih), who were
offering him prayers (stiyamanarn) (Brahma-samhita verse mentions

th@m_@ the_four Vedas are present. Thusthe Bhagavatam—verse

indicates Gotoka rather than Gokula). SB 10.28.10-17




Svam gatim means their own planet-the planet of the cowherd men.

[t acts as a possessive form of sva (own). _

Thus it refers to Goloka.

By specifically mentioning Krsna in this verse, Goloka is established as
separate from Vaikuntha.

S

Indra describes this place in Hari-vamsa:



svargad airdhvam brahma-loko
brahmarsi-gana-sevitah
tatra soma-gatis caiva

——

jyotisarh ca mahatmanam

“Above heaven (tatra svargad turdhvarm) is Brahmaloka
(brahma-lokah), which 1is served Qsevitah)f by many
brahmarsis (brahma-rsi-gana). It is the goal (gatih) of Lord
Siva and his wife, Uma (sa-uma), and of great luminous souls

who are liberated in the Supreme (jyotisamh ca maha-
atmanam).

.




tasyopari gavar lokah
sadhyas tam palayanti hi
sa hi sarva-gatah krsna

mahakasa-gato mahan

“Above Brahmaloka (tasya upari)-is the planet of the cows
(gavam lokah), which (tam) is protected (palayanti hi) by the
Sadhyas (sadhyas). O Krsna (krsna), that great planet (sah hi)
is infinitely expansive (mahan), pervading (sarva-gatah) the

unlimited spiritual sky (maha-akasa gatah).

———




upary upari tatrapi
gatis tava tapo-mayi_
yam na vidmo vayarh sarve
prcchanto ’pi pitamaham

“That planet is above all others (upary upari), and there (tatra
api) You are to be achieved (tava gatih) by intense
concentration of the heart (tapah-mayi). None ol us can
understand (na vidmah vayam sarve) _that world (yam),
though we have inquired about it (prcchantah api) from our
grandfather (pitamaham).




gatih sSama-damadyanam
svargah sukrta-karmanam

brahmye tapasi yuktanam
brahma-lokah para gatih

“Svarga (svargah) is the goal (gatih) aghi,e_ved by such pious
(sukrta) practices (karmanam) as control of the mind ($ama)
and senses (dama adyanar), and Btihmaloka (brahma-lokah)
is the highest (para) destination (gatih), achieved by those
who engage (yuktanam) in _intense spiritual (brahmye)
discipline (tapasi).




gavam eva tu goloko

duraroha hi sa gatih
sa tu lokas tvaya krsna

sidamanah krtatmana

dhrta dhrtimata dhira
nighnatopadravan gavam iti

“But to rise to Goloka @olokahmme-.planﬁ_of_l;he cows (gavam eva), is
most difticult (duraroha hi gatih). That(sah) world (lokah) was under attack
(sidamanah)—but You, O_Krsna (tvaya tu krsna), competent (kata—atmana)

steadfast (dhira), and wise (dhrti-mata), saved it (dhrta) by putting an end
(nighnata) to all outrages (upadravan) against the cows (gavam iti).”




The conventional meaning of the verse must be discarded. (The

words m and 9 cannot have the normal meaning

as that would be contradlctory )

Brahma-loka is considered superior to Svarga.

However, the meaning here-is-that-this Brahma-loka must be above the

three Worlds

~———

—

It cannot be the planet of Lord Brahma.




It is not attained by goingte—the maon (soma-gatih), since all these

planets including the moon are below Dhruva-loka.

This place is not protected by the Sadhyas.

Persons who protect Svarga, born from devatds, can rotect

that place, what to speak then of Goloka?

But if this is the planet of cows, how can it be all-pervading?




This is the special feature bestowed by the I.ord’s inconceivable energy

to his form and planet. What else needs to be said?

Indra expresses astonishment with the word api _in describing the

topmost planet when he says tava gatih.

Thus he says that he does not understand this place.

EE

S

Thus this quotation proves that there is a spiritual@diﬂerent

fronLhe Goloka in the material realm (There is another planet called

Goloka in the materiat wor

il

L

ed with surabhi cows).



In the Moksadharma section ot Mahabharata the 1.ord says:

evam bahu-vidhai rapai$ caramiha vasundharam |

brahma-lokam ca kaunteya golokarn ca sanatanam || [Mbh
12.330.68]

I move about (carami) in many forms (evam bahu-vidhai rapaih) on
earth (iha vasundharam), in Vaikuntha (brahma-lokam ca) and in
eternal Goloka (golokam ca sanatanam), O Kaunteya (kaunteya).

S—

—



The meaning of -loka is as follows.

bhur-lokah kalpitah padbhyam bhuvar-loko ’sya nabhitah |

hrda svar-loka urasa mahar-loko mahatmanabh ||

From the feet to the hips the planets from Patala to earth are imagined
(bhiir-lokah kalpitah padbhyam). Bhuvarloka extends from the navel
(bhuvar-loko asya nabhitah). Svarga is situated at the heart (hrda
svarloka), and Maharloka is at the chest (urasa maharloko
mahatmanah). SB 2.5.38




Thus, according to this verse from the Second Canto, Svarga
refers to the five planetary systems starting with Svarga and ending
with Satya-loka.

Above that is the planet called Brahma-loka, a planet composed only of

Brahman or spirit.

——

T,

[t is called Brahma-loka because it is full of eternity, knowledge aild
bliss.

~7

This may be called the planet of Bhagavan.
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