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Vairagya: Renunciation



2.1.6
pararm gopyam api snigdhe
Sisye vacyam iti Srutih
tac chriiyatamh maha-bhaga
goloka-mahimadhuna

The Vedas say (iti srutih) that to a loyal disciple (snigdhe Sisye) one
may speak even the most confidential secret (gopyam api vacyam).
Therefore (tat), O most fortunate one (maha-bhaga), now please
hear (adhuna sruyatam) the glories of Goloka (goloka-mahima).




Although what Janamejara—asked Jaimini is confidential, Jaimini is willing

to speak because Janamejaya is fit to hear.

—

This is implied by the epithet %ahé-bh@’, “O most fortunate one.”

In Part One, Jaimini described the glories of the most intimate devotees ot
the Supreme Lord, and now he will describe the glories of Goloka, the place
dearest to the Lord.

Because this description glorifies the Lord and His devotees, it is fitting for
the Bhagavatamrta._




2.1.7
Sri-krsna-karuna-sara-
patra-nirdhara-sat-katham
srutvabhuit paramananda-
puarna tava pitamahi

After your grandmother heard (Srutva tava pitamahi) the sacred
narration (sat-katham) gbout the seara@(nirdhﬁra) for the person
most favored by the essence of Lord Krsna’s mercy (Sri-krsna-

karuna-sara{patra), she was filled with the highest bliss

S

(paramananda-ptarna abhut).




@G"’e\fﬁxw 2.1.8-9

*\\‘

e c‘&\“’ tadrg—bhakt1—v1sesa sya gopl-kanta-padabjayoh

mx\. o sroturn phala-visesam tad bhoga-sthanarm ca sat-tamam_

~® g.&y
L& O
%\o Yy &v“.st vaikunthad api manvana vimrsanti hrdi svayam

xe\\vy* s 1ac canakalayanti sa papraccha Sri-pariksitam

g;\":;""é yﬂk, G Ve el b cntwie B s nes swn, (L dved P01

Exceptional devotion (tadrg-bhakti-visesasya) to the lotus feet of the ILord,
the lover of the gopis (gopi-kanta-padabjayoh)T has a special fruit (phala-
visesam), and Uttard was eager to hear about that fruit (tad Sroturm), and
about_the place where it is enjoyed (bhoga-sthanam), which she thought
(manvana) must be higher than even Vaikuntha (vaikunthad api sat-tamam).
Wondering within her heart (vimrsanti hrdi) about these topics (tat ca).
unable to conclude anything on her own (svayam anakalayanti), she inquired
from Sri Pariksit (sa_papraccha sri-pariksitam).




Mother Uttara was uncertain about the identity of the place of Sri Krsna’s

intimate pleasure pastimes, which she supposed must be more excellent
than the majestic kingdom of God, Vaikuntha.

Confident of her son’s abhility to resolve her doubt, she unhesitatingly
submitted to him this question.
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Srimati Uttara said: By performing auspicious duties (punya-
kartinam), householders with material desires (kaminam grhinam)
can achieve the three celestial worlds (trai-lokyam padam), and
persons who have renounced their homes (agrhanarm) can reach the
four worlds (loka-catustayam) still beyond those (tasya urdhvar
sthitar). R -




Uttara has some _doubts about the identity of the personal abode of Sr
Gopinatha, but she does understand that the devotees whose love is focused
on_Gopinatha’s lotus feet deserve to be elevated to the most excellent
destination, a place better than all others.

To express this understanding to her son and properly establish the context
for her inquiry, she speaks eleven verses (texts 10 through 20) describing
the various destinations of ditterent grades of progressive souls.

First she mentions the destinations of persons involved in material work,
who are divided into two categories—the attached and unattached.




~Auspicious duties are those prescribed Dy the vedas; they include duties
performed as regular obligations (nitya-karmpe), duties stipulated for
exceptional circumstances (naimittika-k@pmra), and duties performed as
optional work for the fultillment of personal desires (kéw;kglzla).

The performers of these material activities are generally in the grhastha-
asrama, tamily men with many desires.

The destinations for such regulated enjoyers of the fruits of work are within
the three planetary systems Bhiir, Bhuvar, and Svar.

The karmis being described by Uttara are not ordinary modern materialists;

rather, these karmis satisty their material desires through the auspicious




The karmis being described by Uttara are not ordinary modern materialists;
rather, these karmis satisty their material desires through the auspicious
ritual duties of the Vedas.

By virtue of strict celibacy, the perpetual brahmacaris, the vanaprasthas, and
the sannyasis are qualified to reach the four highest material planets,
namely Mahar, Janas, Tapas, and Satya.

As stated hy|out] Sri Sukadeva Gosvami states in the Second Canto oj_
Srimad Bhagavatam (2.6.20):




padas trayo bahis casann
- aprajanarh ya asramah
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*Beyond the material realm (bahih) lies the spiritual realm (padas trayoh ca
asann) with the abodes of the liberated souls (aprajanari ya asramah). In_
the material realm of the three gunas (antah tri-lokyah tu) the materialists
devoid of bhakti to the Lord reside (aparo grha-medhah abrhad-vratah).




In other words, those who vow never to create offspring are granted for
their subtle enjoyment the worlds beyond the three systems Bhur, Bhuvar,
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Everyone else is entangled in household life; instead of adhering to the
“oreat vow” of celibacy, they remain addicted to sex.

Householders who are free from material desires and whose only ambition
is to execute their prescribed duties can also reach the higher planets of
Mahar and beyond. and those who sufiiciently purily their consciousness

can even attain liberation. As Lord Rudra says in the Fourth Canto of
Srilnad-Bhégavatam (4.24.29):




sva-dharma-nisthah sata-janmabhih puman
virificatam eti tatah param hi mam
avyakrtam bhagavato ’tha vaisnavam
padarm yathaham vibudhah kalatyaye

A person fixed in dharma (sva-dharma-nisthah puman) attains the post ot
Brahma (Vlrmcatam eti) after a hundred births (Sata-janmabhih), and by
more pious acts than that a person attains me, Siva (tatah pararh hi mam).
But the devotee (bhagavatah) attains the abode of Vaikuntha (vaisnavar
padarh) beyond the material world (avyakrtam) after leaving the body
(kalatyaye). Similarly I in another form reside there (yatha aham), and the
devatas who are qualified go there (vibudhah) after destroying their subtle
bodies (kalatyaye).




But a person directly surrendered to Lord Krsna, or Visnu, in unalloyed
devotional service is at once promoted to the spiritual planets.

[ and other demigods attain those planets after the destruction of the
material world.” ~
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sarve) must return to this mundane farth)((muhur avrttim prayanti
hi). Only a select few (kecid) of those who have reached the planets
of Mahar and beyond (mahar-adi-gatah) are liberated along with
Brahma (mucyante brahmana saha).




Materially ambitious people must accept repeated births.
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Among them, persons dedicated exclusively to prescribed Vedic duties can
achieve liberation when they finish enjoying the results of their good works.
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For persons whose Yenunciation| is ﬁncomplete one path of gradual
liberation is to enjoy subtle pleasures on the Mahar, Janas, Tapas, and Satya
planets for a long time and then become liberated along with Lord Brahma

when the universe is finally destroyed. N, o oy

Another gradualpath_described in the Upanisads and Vedanta-satra, is

known as Arcir-adi.
//




On this path the progressing candidate travels one last time through the
higher regions of the universe, enjoying in each of several intermediate

stages in bodies more and more subtle, until he attains liberation,

Karmis who do not progress toward liberation enjoy heavenly pleasures
temporarily and then come back down to material endeavors on lower
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yajhair istva svar-gatim prarthayante
te punyam asadya surendra-lokam
o*’“g,& asnanti dlvyan divi deva-bhogan
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nowers)of the three Vizd_ai_(__auuiyg) worshipping Me indirectly
(marm istva) through sacrifice (yajnair), drinking soma_(soma-pah)

and becoming purified (puta-papa), pray for Svarga (svar-gatirn
prarthayante). Attaining punya in the form of the planet of Indra
(punyam asadya surendra-lokam), thwi (te asnanti) in heaven

the celestial pleasures of the devas (digén y eva—bhogz‘xgn).
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Qg tam bhuktvisvarga—lokam ViéﬁlaI%
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evam trayi-dharmam anuprapanna
gatagatamh kama-kama labhante

Having enjoyed the vast pleasures of Svarga (tam visalam svarga-
lokam bhuktva) and exhausting their merit (ksine punye), they
return to this planet (te martya-lokam yisanti). Following the rites
of the three Vedas (evarm {rAyi-dharman) anuprapanna), desiring
objects of enjoyment (kama-kama), they take repeated birth and

death (gatagatarn labhante).




Mere elevation to the highest planets in the universe cannot assure one
liberation from birth and death. One must give up all material desires.

As Sri_Krsna states in Bhagavad-gita (8.16), a-brahma-bhuvanal lokah/
punar-avartino rjuna: rom the highest planet in the material world down
to the lowest, all are places of misery wherein repeated birth and death take
place.” -

Only persons fully dedicated—te—selHess work can join Lord Brahma in

attaining liberation:
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brahmana saha te sarve
samprapte pratisancare
parasyante krtatmanah
pravisanti parar padam

“The tully successtul transcendentaligt‘s (te sarve krtatmanah)
enter the supreme abode (pravisanti param padam) along with
Brahma (brahmana saha) during the final annihilation (samprapte
pratisaficare) at the end of Brahma’s life_ (parasyante).”
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