Sri Brhad-bhagavatamrta

by Srila Sanatana Gosvami



Volume-2
Sri-goloka-mahatmya

The Glories of Goloka



Chapter-1

Vairagya: Renunciation



2.1.19
tat-pradesa-visesesu
sva-svabhava-visesatah
sva-sva-priya-visesaptya
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K""/ sarvesam astu va sukham

Of course, all the devotees (sarvesam) in_each distinct region of
Vaikuntha (tat-pradesa-visesesu) are completely happy (sukham
astu_va), for they have all achieved (aptya) what by their own
specific natures (sva-svabhava-visesatah) they desire (sva-sva-priya-
viSesa).
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Granting that devotees in select parts of Vaikuntha are empowered to enjoy

special privileges accarding to their unique devotional moods, there may stlll

remain doubt about where the most confidential devotees of the Lord reside.

Within the realm of Vaikuntha a few special places do exist, such as Ayodhya
and Dvaraka, where more intimate torms of pure devotional service are
manifest.

For each reRIica abode of the Lord on earth there is an or@nal abode 21
Vaikuntha.

As stated in scripture,



ya yatha bhuvi vartante puryo bhagavatah priyah
tas tatha santi vaikunthe tat-tal-lilartham aﬂrﬁ)ﬁ‘

“On this earth there are many sacred cities (puryah

vartante) dear to the Personality of Godhead (ya yatha bhagavatah
privah), and_all of them also exist in Vaikuntha (tas tatha santi
vaikunthe), where they are revered (adrtahy, for their importance in
the Lord’s various pastimes (tat-tal-lila artham).”




Mother Uttara is speaking as if the liberated devotees of Vaikuntha
represent all five varieties of Vaisnavas—jnana-bhaktas, suddha-
bhaktas, prema-bhaktas, prema-para-bhaktas, and prematura-

bhaktas. }
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In fac r_sHe speaks without much conviction, because as far

as @&‘ndf:rstands the devotees ot Vaikuntha are not divided into

such categories:
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\Zof@‘”? aram kastham gatarh tat-tad-
\\&\\ rasa-jatiyatocitam
Y athapi rasa-krt-tadrg-
w"m\“ ’r"fqﬁ«\ ‘e bhaktanam astu ka gatih

U" @ have all attained the ultimate limit of happiness (param
kastham gatarm), each in his own kind of ecstatic reciprocation with
the Lord (tat-tad-rasa-jatiyata ucitam). But (athdpi) what place is
destined (ka gatih astu) for the exceptional devotees of the
performer of the rasa dance (rasa-krt-tadrg-bhaktanam)?
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“Well,” someone might ask, “if there is a hierarchy of greater and lesser
devotees in Vaikuntha, then only some of them are ftully happy. Is_that
proper? Aren’t devotees of the Supreme Lord, especially those who have
attained Vaikuntha, greater than mere liberated souls? Don’t they enjoy t the
highest happiness, above that of liberation?”

The current verse clears this doubt.

All the residents of Vaikuntha enjoy incomparable happiness, but some
gradation of happiness still exists because each devotee relishes a mixture ot
ecstasies that make up his individual devotional mood, or rasa.




It is natural, therefore, that according to a devotee’s sthayi-bhava,

the predominating mood of his ecstatic rasa, he receive a particular

degree and kind of happiness. | i
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Nonetheless, each devotee thinks that his happiness is perfe?

omplete, because it exactly suits his personality.

Having acknowledged this, Mother Uttara next expresses her own
doubt about the devotees of Krsna, whose spontaneous love for the
Lord is greater than all other varieties of prema.




In Vaikuntha is there a special place where those devotees can enjoy
the supreme happiness they deserve?

Within Uttard’s question are the following impli(:ati()_uszcD The
Suddha-bhaktas, in their worship of the Supreme Lord, enjoy greater

ecstasy than the jiana-bhaktas.

But although the devotees in Vaikuntha find themselves in a
hierarchy that would normally cause envy, quarrel, and other kinds
of conflict, those devotees are free from jealousy and other faults,
which are the root causes ot pain and lamentation.




Without this purity they could not reside in Vaikuntha.

Being affectionately attached to one another in sublime prema, they
all feel ever-increasing happiness in their worship of the Lord.

As already mentioned, the Suddha-bhaktas, whose devotion to the
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Lord does not depend on the pleasure of life in Vaikuntha, are
higher than the more conditional jhiana-bhaktas. )




That being so, what about the status of devotees still more elevated?

What about the Tord’s best servants, the prema-bhaktas, who are
inditferent to all possible seltish concerns?

What about the ILord’s supreme friends, the prema-para-bhaktas,

who receive His unconditional special tavor?

And what about His closest loved ones, the prematura-bhaktas, who
are bound by the most intimate relationships with the Lord and who
live only for His satistaction?




What special place can be found in Vaikuntha for those
superexcellent devotees?

The Skanda Purana explains that exceptional regions do exist in
Vaikuntha.

Vaikuntha has transcendental cities such as Ayodhya and Dvaraka,
which, like their counterparts on earth, are filled with the Supreme
Lord’s personal associates and paraphernalia.




In those supreme places the Lord is always present in His most
attractive forms.
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Thus, for example, u@e Avodhya region of Vaikuntha devotees of
the standard of (Eanuma@_ constantly see the Lord of the Raghus,
Lord Ramacandra, attended by Sri Sita, Laksmana, and the rest of
His entourage.

The Skanda Purana explains that exceptional regions do exist in
Vaikuntha.




Vaikuntha has transcendental cities such as Ayodhya and Dvaraka,
which, like their counterparts on earth, are filled with the Supreme
Lord’s personal associates and paraphernalia.

In those supreme places the Lord is always present in His most
attractive forms.

Thus, tor example, in the Ayodhya region of Vaikuntha devotees of
the standard of Hanuman constantly see the Lord of the Raghus,
Lord Ramacandra, attended by Sri Sita, Laksmana, and the rest of
His entourage.



2.1.21
ye sarva-nairapeksyena
radha-dasyecchavah param
sankirtayanti tan-nama
tadrsa-priyata-mayah

They chant His names (sankirtayanti tan-nama) and are full of
unique love for Him (tadrsa-priyata-mayah). Indlfferent to
everything else (sarva-nairapeksyena), they want only to become
servants ot Sri Radha (yeyadha-dasya icchavah param).




The devotees of Sr1 Radha, who is the dearmost beloved of 1ord
Madana-gopala, are not impersonalists void of desires.

They are fully confident that if Sri Radhika accepts them as Her
servants, everything they desire will be achieved, and more.

The privilege of serving Sri Radha is the rarest goal of life, and it is
litting that this privilege be attainable only by executing the most
excellent of sadhanas,




That is to say, one can please Her Divine Grace only by the sacrifice

of purely chanting the names of Sri Rasa-rasika, the hero of the rasa
dance. In sweet voices the servants of Sr1 Radha always melodiously
and loudly chant Krsna’s names.

Such devotees are worthy to engage in such elevated service
because their hearts are filled with the supreme variety of
spontaneous ecstatic love for Krsna.




(&S 2.1.22
anyesam iva tesam ca
prapyam ced hrn na trpyati
aho nanda-yasodader
na sahe tadrsim gatim

If those special devotees @ attain (prapyar)) only the same

perfection as others (@ESIHTV@), my heart will be left discontent
@d na trpyatl). For such devotees as Nanda and Yasoda (nanda-
yasoda adeh) to reach only the same destination (tadrsim gatim)—
to me the very thought is intolerable (aho na sahe).




Someone might propose that Sri Ma\thura puri, like Ayodhya and Dvaraka,
may be located in Vaikuntha. (/‘#""‘A’“’“‘ ]
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The devotees of Radha and Krsna may thus have their Vaikuntha Gokula
where they can enjoy pastimes with the Lord and feel happiness greater than

that of the Yadavas, just as the Yadavas enjoy happiness greater than that of

the Pandavas.

Uttara, however, is not satistied with this proposal.

She cannot tolerate having the devotees of Gokula categorized with other,
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ordinary Vaisnavas. - —




o &\Kﬂ)\
o 25
* A\ 2.1.23
&V vividhanarm mahimnam hi

yatra kasthah parah parah
kotinam paryavasyanti
samudre sarito yatha

(vividhanam) and countless (kotinam parah parah kasthah)
excellences (mahimnar) tlow (paryavasyanti) into _those devotees
(yatra), like rivers into the ocean (samudre sarito yatha).
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All varieties of perfection are fully manifest in the devotees of
Gokula.

Those devotees are perfectly beautitul, charming, and gracetul, and
they are endowed with the valuable assets of religious duty,
economic EreveloEment, sense  gratification, renunciation,
knowledge, realization, devotion, and pure love of God.

All these perfections are present within them to the utmost degree
possible for finite living beings.
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Whenever Sri Brhad-bhagavatamrta depicts the glories of devotees
lesser than the residents of Gokula, its purpose is to_highlight the
greater glories of the Gokula-vasis and demonstrate that all varieties
of excellence flow ultimately into the residents of Gokula, just ag
the waters of all rivers tlow at last into the ocean.
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