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2.1.205
tathapy utkala-bhaktanar
tat-tat-saubhagya-bhavanaih
safijanyamanaya tat-tad-

asayadhih kilodbhavet

Even so (tathapy), I went through anguish (ﬁ@) kila udhhavet)
when I thought of the kinds of good fortune (tat-tat-sauhhagya-
bhavanaih) the Orissan devotees enjoyed (utkala-bhaktanam
safj anyamépaya\) and when 1 reflected in various ways on my desire
to be like those devotees (tat-tad-asaya).




2.1.206
nama-sankirtana-stotra-
gitani bhagavat-purah
Sriilyamanani dunvanti
mathura-smarakani mam

qE—

When 1 heard (Srityamanani) the songs (gitani), prayers (stotra),
and congregational chanting of the Lord’s names (nama-sankirtana)
in front of Lord Jagannatha (bhegavat-purah), [ was disturbed (mam

dunvanti) because they reminded me “of Mathura (mathura-
smarakani).




In the presence of Lord Jagannatha, devotees would chant names of the Lord
like Mathura-natha, V_rnfiévana-candra, and Govardhanoddharana.

They would recite ancient prayers from the Puranas and prayers by modern
authors.

They would sing properly composed songs, with suitable melody and rhythm.

Hearing those auspicious sounds troubled Gopa-kumara’s mind because they
made him more vividly remember Mathura and started him thinking about
going back. -




sadhu -san;a-balad) gatva

drste rajiva-locane
sarvah Soko viliyeta
na syaj jigamisa kvacit

Blessed by the strength of my closeness with saintly devotees (sadhu-
saﬁga—bala_d), I was able to go (gatva) see (drste) the lotus-eyed Lord
(rajiva-locane), and whenever I went to see Him all my sorrow
would dissolve (sarvah soko viliyeta). Thus I never wanted to go
anywhere else (na syat jigamisa kvacit). B




2.1.208
tathapi mama samrajya-
samparkena hrdi svatah

blﬁgavad -darsananandah

samyan nodeti piirva-vat

But (tathapi) because of my involvement with ruling the kingdom

(mama samrajya-samparkena), my heart (svatah hrdi) could never
feel (na udetl) the complete spontaneous ecstasy (samXak anandah)
it used to feel (puirva-vat) from seeing the Lord (bhagavad-darsana).




By the mercy of the great devotees of Purl, Gopa-kumara got repeated darsana
of the all-blisstul Lord Jagannatha, and every visit destroyed his sorrow.

Only by the powerftul mercy ot the devotees was he able to relish the beauty
of the Iord; on the strength of his own spiritual accomplishments alone he
would never have overcome his distress.

Yet his happiness was never as tull as before, because he was entangled in the
management of the kingdom.

Despite havi fficially offered the kingdom at the feet of Lord Jagannatha,

he was still burdened by the many anxieties of a king.

e




2.1.209
yatra-mahotsavams$ caham
~avrto rija-mandalaih

sukham kalayitum nese
svecchaya bahudha bhajan

At the Ratha-vatra and other big festivals (yatra-mahotsavams ca), 1

was surrounded (aham avrtah) by my royal entourage (raja-
mandalaih) and unable to spend time enjoving the occasions
(sukham kalayiturh na ise). And I could no longer worship Lord
Jagannatha (na 1Se bhajan) according to my own desire (svecchaya)
in the various ways I had betore (bahudha).




As king, Gopa-kumara had opportunities to sweep the road in front
of Lord Jagannatha’s cart, wipe the Lord’s face, and offer betel nut to
His mouth, but the pleasure he felt from these services was
constrained by the presence of the crowds. }




S 2.1.210
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rajya-bhararm svayam prag-vad
udasinataya sthitah

So I handed over (samarpya) the burden of ruling the kingdom
(rajya-bhararm) to the sons, ministers (apatyesu amatyesu), and
relatives (bandhusv agi)Ff:t'he previous king (rajnah), and as before
(prag-vad) 1 became uninvolved and aloof (svayarm udasinataya

sthitah).

At last he abdicated the throne.




2.1.211
sukham raho japam kurvan
jagannatha-padabjayoh
samipe svecchaya sevam
acarann avasam tatah

I continued living nearby (samipe avasan tatah), happily chanting
my mantra (sukham japarm kurvan) in private (rahah) and offering
service (sevam acarann) at the lotus feet of Lord Jagannatha

(jagannatha-padabjayoh) as I liked (svecchaya).




2.1.212
tathapi loka-sammana-
daratas tadrsam sukham
na labheya vinirvinna-
manas tatrabhavam sthitau

But (tathapi ) because of the honor and respect I received from the
populace (loka-sammana adaratah), I _could no longer feel (na

labheya) happiness in Puri (tadrsar sukham). And so I lost interest
(vinirvinna- manah abhavan) in staying there (tatra sthitau).

Gopa-kumaira tried to refuse formal worship ' rmer

subjects, but even when they obliged him, dispensing with
formalities, they stll treated him with great respect.




2.1.213
ganturh vrndavanarh pratar
2D g ajiartham puratah prabhoh
v / gatah sSriman-mukham pasyan

sarvarm tad vismaramy aho

Early in the morning (pratar), I went before Lord Jagannatha
(prabhoh puratah gatah) to ask His permission (ajfiartharn) to leave
for Vrndavana (vrndavanar _ganturh); but oh (aho) when I saw His
beautlful face ($riman-mukham pasyan) 1 forgot all my plans
(sarvam tad vismaramy).




Gopa-kumara reasoned like this: “The Lord of the universe, for
whose sake I left Vraja-bhumi, I have obtained directly here.

How is it right for me to abandon Him, and how can I find the power
to do such a thing?

And even if the same I oyd wants to bring me back to His favorite
playground Vrndavana to show me some special mercy, I still cannot

go away from here without first getting His express permissior} 7




But when Gopa-kumara went before Lord Jagannatha in the temple,
as soon as he saw the I ord’s divine face he forgot everything—his
mental pain, the remembrance of Vindavana that caused the pain,
and his intention to ask the Lord’s permission to go.

This pattern occurred day after day.
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mathurayah prayatebhyo
‘tratya-vrttam visesatah

Thus one year passed (evam _sarhvatsare jate), and then one day
(ekada) 1 heard (maya Srutam) some detailed news of Mathura
(mathurayah vrttarn visesatah) from visitors who had come from

there (atratya prayatebhyo). —

Gopa-kumara heard these visitors describe the splendor of the cows,
cowherds, birds, trees, Torest animals, and other residents of such

neighborhoods as Sri Vrndavana and Govardharma.




Sayanam mari maha-prabhuh
idam ajhapayam asa
para-duhkhena katarah

That night (ratrau) as I was lying in bed (sayanar marm), tormented
by sorrow and pain (soka-duhkha aturari), the Supreme Lord
]a_gannatha (maha-prabhuh), who_is pamed by the suffering of others
(para-duhkhena katarah), gave me the following command (idam
ajhapayam asa).
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e bho gopa-nandana ksetram

idarh mama yatha priyam
tatha sri-mathura ’thasau
janma-bhumir visSesatah

“As_dear as this holy city is to Me (yatha idam ksetram mama
priyvam), O son of a cowherd (bho gopa-nandana), My birthplace
(tatha asau janma-bhimih), Sri Mathura (§ri-mathura), is even more
dear (visesatah priyam). B

By calling His devotee gopa-nandana. Lord Jagannatha subtly hinted

that it was fitting tor him to live in Vraja-bhtmi.



2.1.217
balya-lila-sthalibhis ca_
tabhis tabhir alankrta
nivasami yathatraham
tatha tatrapi vibhraman

“Mathura is adorned (alankrta) with the various sites (tabhis tabhijs)
of My childhood pastimes (balya-lila-sthalibhih). Just as 1 live
always here in Purl (yatha atra aharh nivasami), wandering about
everywhere (vibhraman), so do I in Mathura (tatha tatra api ).




Mathuri is even more dear to the Personality of Godhead than
Purusottama-ksetra because in Mathura He displayed His birth and
childhood pastimes.

Childhood technically means the years before maturity, which are
divided into the three phases called kaumara, pauganda, and kaisora.

Many scriptural statements describe human lite as passing through
birth, youth, and old age. For example:




janma balyam tatah sar

jantuh prapnoti yauvana
avyahataiva bhavati
tato "nu-divasam jara

“Every creature is born, is then a child, and then a youth. And it his life is not

interrupted prematurely, he daily approaches old age.”

Gopa-kumara might object that here in Purl the Lord is visible whereas in
Mathura He is not. -

But Lord Jagannatha here answers that He certainly lives in Mathura,
wandering about and enjoying with His devotees.
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sada dolayamanatma
katham tad anutapyase
-b/ tatraiva gaccha kale mam

tad-rapam draksyasi dhruvam

“Why constantly lament (katham sada anutapyase), wavering
between one decision and another (dolavamina atma)? Just go to
Mathura (tatraiva gaccha), and in time (kale) you will surely see Me
(marh dhruvam draksyasi) in the form you desire (tad-riipam).”




The form of the Lord that Gopa-kumara cherishes in his meditation
is that of Sr1 Madana-gopala-deva.

Lord Jagannatha assures Gopa-kumara, “You will see Me in that form
at the proper time in Mathura-bhami.

Thereafter, you will never again suftfer sorrow or discontent.”
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s s Sz ajha-mala pratar adaya paja-

h viprair vase me samagatya dattam
kanthe baddhva prasthito viksya cakram
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N natvathapto mathuram desam etam

Early that morning (pratar) at my residence (me vase) I received
(adaya) a tlower garland incﬂcating the Lord’s command (ajna-
malam) from some pujari brahmanas (samagatya puja-vipraih
dattam). 1 placed the garland on my neck (kanthe baddhva) and
departed (prasthitah), bowing down (natva) to the cakra on top of
the temple (cakrarn) as I saw it for the last time (viksya). And in that
way_l came (atha aptah) to this land of Mathura (etad mathurar

desam). =




Just

in _case Gopa-kumara might judge his dream false, Lord

Jagannatha sent a garland from His morning paja as a sign of His

appr

oval.

This

confirmed that the Lord wanted him to go to Mathura.

Lord

 Jagannatha appeared on earth mainly to display His pastime of

acce

atinngErmal WOI‘S}EB in_His temple, and Hiw

shared in this pastime.




The Lord ordered His pijaris to take the garland off His neck and

bring it to Gopa-kumara.

And rather than go to the temple to see the Lord’s lotus face, Gopa-
kumara left at once for Mathura.




