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2.2.1
Sri-gopa-kumara uvaca
mathurottama visrantau
snatva vrndavanarh gatah
atra govardhanadau ca
yatha-kamam paribhraman

Sri Gopa-kumara said: O best of the Mathura brahmanas
(mathurottama), after bathing at Visranti-ghata (visrantau snatva) I
came to Vrndavana (vrndavanam ggtah). Here (atra) I wandered

freely (yatha-kamam paribhraman) in such places as Govardhana
(g_ovardhaha adau ca).




This second chapter describes the glories ol Svargaloka and the other
higher planets in the universe.

-

[t compares inward meditation on the Supreme Lord with external

vision of Him, and devotional service with liberation.

Visranti-ghata (Visrama-ghata) is the principal holy site in Mathura
City.

Pilgrims usually begin their visits to Mathura with a bath at Visrama-

ghata.




2.2.2

pibams$ ca go-rasam pirva-
bandhavais tair alaksitah

bhajan sva-japyam anayarn

dinani katicit sukham

Unnoticed (alak51tah) by my tormer friends (purva-bandhavaih), in
their company (tair) I drank the nectar from the cows (piban_ca go-
rasam) and happily passed (sukham anayat) a number of days
(dinani katicit) worshiping my mantra (bhajan sva-japyam).




Gopa-kumara’s former friends did not recognize him, hecause he was

dressed like a foreigner.

Thus his association with them at this time was not very close.

——




2.2.3
atha sandarsanotkantha
" jagad-isasya sajani
yayedar Stinya-vad viksya
purusottamam asmaram

But then (atha) a hankering (utkantha) to_see (sandarsana) the Lord
of the universe (fﬁ jagad-iSasya) arose in me (qjg_gi) that made (yaya)
this land of Mathura (idam) seem vacant (sunya-vad viksya). I
remembered Purusottama-ksetra (purusottamam asmaram).




To Gopa-kumara’s eyes

his worshipable Lord seemed absent from

Mathura-bhaomi, but this

:)erceptlon was false. >< ><>< ><
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In fact, as implied here by the suftix -vat (“as if”) in Stnya-vat (“as it

———

empty”), the Lord of the universe is eternally present in the holy

1a£1d of Mathura.

—

Srimad-Bhagavatam repeatedly confirms this truth.

—

For example, in the Fourth Canto (4.8.42) we find:



punyarin madhu-vanar yatra
sannidhyar nityada hareh

“The forest Madhuvana is mest—auspicious because there the

Personality of Godhead Hari is always present.”

Similarly in the Tenth Canto (10.1.28):

mathura bhagavan yatra
nityarn sannihito harih

___a

“In Mathura Lord Hari is always present.”




And also in the Tenth Canto (10.44.13):

punya bata vraja-bhuvo yad ayar nr-linga-
gudhalrpurama-puruso Vana-(:ltra-mallfah
gah palayan saha-balah kvanayams$ ca venuin

vikridayancati giritra-ramarcitanghrih
T ~———

“How pious (punya bata) are the tracts of land in Vraja (vraja-bhuvo), for
there (yad) the _primeval Personality of Godhead (ayam purana-purusah),
disguising Himselt with human traits (nr-linga-giidhah), wanders about
(ancati), enacting His many pastimes (vikridaya)! Adorned with wondertully
variegated forest garlands (vana-citra-malyah), He whose feet are worshiped
by Lord Siva and the goddess Rama (giritra-rama arcita anghrih) vibrates His
flute (kvanayams ca venum) as_He tends the cows (gah palayan) in the
company ol Balarama (saha-balah).”




In the last line of this verse, the verp afnicati ("He wanders ) 1S in the present
tense _indicating that when this verse was spoken by the women of Mathura
City, after Krsna had been brought there by Akrara, Krsna was still present in
Vraja. o

The conclusion is that Krsna’s pastimes of tending the cows and playing with
His triends in the forests of Vraja are eternal.

Gopa- kumara‘ howeveg l(d not yet developed the spiritual ey;i to_seg
Krsna’s presence in Vraja

So he was thinking about going back to Jagannatha Puri, where the Lord is
alwave vicible to evervonhe




Because he had not yet gained Sri Krsna'’s special favor, he lacked the
taste of vraja-bhava and wanted to go elsewhere.
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Even after he visited various places of Krsna’s pastimes in Vraja and.
felt something special, his realizations were somehow covered, and
he felt dissatistied at not seeing his Lord.

But eventually he will achieve the pertection of all his desires in
Vrndavana, where he will remain permanently, with perfect faith and
satistaction. -




2.2.4
artas tatra jagannatham
drastum odhran punar vrajan
pathi ganga-tate ’pasyarh
dharmacara-paran dvijan

In great anxiety (artah) [ set oif once more (punar vrajan) for Orissa
(odhran) to see Lord Jagannatha-(tatra jagannatharm drastum). And
on the path (pathi) along the shore of the Ganga (ganga-tate) I met
some brahmanas (apasyan dvijan) who were fixed in their raeligious
duties (dbarmﬁcéra;g_a;én).

Gopa-kumara was anxious to see Lord Jagannatha and also unhappy
about leaving Vraja.
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M vicitra-sastra-vijiebhyas

tebhyas casrausam adbhutam
svargo namordhva-desSe ’sti
deva-loko 'ntariksatah

From those brahmanas (tebhyah), who were learned in various
kinds of scripture (vicitra-sastra-vijiiebhyah), 1_heard somerhing
amazing (asrausam adbhutam)—that above the upper atmosphere
(antariksatah) there is (asti) a world of demigods (urdhva-dese
deva-lokah) called Sva;ga (svargo nama)




Having never received a proper education, Gopa-kumara—did-—sot

even know that there are upper regions of the universe populated by
superhuman civilizations.

Almost everyone born in India hears about heaven and other
wonders of the universe, because even the popular culture is based
on the authority of the Vedic scriptures. -




But Gopa-kumara, in his simple life as a cowherd at Govardhana,
had heard nothing about these things. -

Now he met some brahmanas on the road who were not onll Well

versed in the Srutis, smrtis, epics, Puranas, and philosophical texts
but were glad to share what they knew.

Texts 5 through 11 describe what those brahmanas told him.
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@@ PR S vimanavalibhih sriman
@“? nirbhayo duhkha-varjitah

jara-marana-rogadi-
dosa-varga-bahiskrtah

That world is splendid (sriman) with formations of celestial
airplanes (vimanavalibhih). It is a fearless place (nirbhayah), devoid
of misery (duhkha-varjitah) ancl impervious to faults (dosa-varga-
bahiskrtah) like disease, old age, and death (jara-marana-rogadi).




The demigods who reside on Svargaloka travel at will on airplanes
propelled by the wind, and they fear neither disease nor old age nor
death, which always threaten and overcome the residents of .the
lower worlds.




maha-sukha-mayo labhyah

A punyair atrottamaih krtaih

yasya $akro ’dhipo jyayan
bhrata sri-jagad-isituh
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That Svarga, pervaded by the greatest happiness (maha-sukha-
mayah), one can attain (labhyah) by the highest acts of piety
(uttamaih punyair krtaih) in this world [(atra), Its ruler is Sakra
[Indra] (yasya sakro adhipah), the elder brother (jyayan bhrata) ot
the Lord of the universe (sri-jagad-isituh).

B




Svargaloka is glorious because the life enjoyed there is of superior
quality; because only by exceptional elforts can one achieve it; and
because its ruler is the great Indra.

Lord Visnu in His form of Vamanadeva is the younger brother of
King Indra.




