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G nirvidyaiccharh tam iksitum
pijya-pijyair mahadbhis taih
plijjyamanam maha-prabhum

Sri Gopa-kumara said: Upon hearing this (tat srutva), I at once
(‘ﬁ_yah) lost my attachment to the post of Indra (aindra-]:ﬁie
nirvidya) and wanted (icchan) to go see that Supreme Lord (tam
mahé—p‘ rabhum iksitum) being worshiped (piijyamanarn) by the
great souls (mahadbhis taih) who are worshiped by those who are
worshiped (pujya-pujyair). -




Gopa-kumara had seen that compared to the worship of the Supreme
Lord on earth, the worship on Svargaloka is much more charming
and opulent.

And if Maharloka is worshipable by the residents of Svarga, the
worship of the Lord on Maharloka must be still more glorious.

To see Lord Visnu being worshiped on Maharloka was certainly
worth a trip. A
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& tat sankalpya japam kurvann
acirad ardhvam utthitah

vyoma-yanena tam prapto
lokarn tatra vyalokayam

I made this my intention (tat sankalpya) and chanted my mantra
(japam kurvann). And soon (acirad) a celestial airplane (vyoma-
yanena) picked me up (irdhvam utthitah), and I found myself (tatra
vyalokayam) transported to Maharloka (tam lokam praptah).




Chanting his japa with the conscious desire “I want to see the Lord

of sacrifice on Maharloka” soon brought Gopa-kumara to Rsi Bhrgu'’s

abode on the Mahar planet, where the sages had returned after
finishing their short excursion.




2.2.47
trai-lokye yat sukharh nasti
vaibhavarh bhajanam tatha
nirdosar tatra tat sarvam
asty anirvacyam asu tat

Such happiness (yat sukham), opulence (vaibhavam), and worship
of the Lord (tatha bhajanar) is found nowhere in the three worlds
(trai-lokye nasti)—it’s all there perfectly (tatra tat sarvam nirdosarm
as_tj_?, indescribable in words (allirvécyam). B




The residents of Maharloka never quarrel among themselves, never
suifer mundane miseries, and never fear the annihilation at the
nightfall of Brahma.

On Mabharloka, rivalry and quarrel are nonexistent because everyone
worships the Supreme Lord without selfish motives and therefore

——t—

material assets are always on hand without deficiency or surplus




The conditions of such a subtle, exclusive environment can hardly be
described in words—they can be understood only by direct
experience. —

Nonetheless, Srila Saniatana Gosvami kindly ‘gives us a rare glimpse
into a world we otherwise know little about.

_—
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maharsibhir bhakti-paraih sahasrasah
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makhesvarah kridati yajia-bhaga-bhuk

While the great sages (talh mahar51bh1h) endowed with pure
devotion _((@tl 4131‘3111) offered (Vltayamanesu) thousands of
grand sacrifices (sahasrasah maha—makhesu) I saw the Lord of
sacrifice (makhesvarah), the supreme contrgller (prabhuh), stand up
brilliantly (utthitah sphuran) from amidst the fires of oblation
(makhagni-madhye) and delight in His pastimes (kridati) as the
enjoyer of sacrificial offerings (yajna-bhaga-bhuk).




The form of Lord Visnu appearing from the sacrificial fires made an
especially vivid impression on Gopa-kumaira’s mind, so he briefly
describes that form in this and the following two verses.
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Bhrgu and lys brothers are |niskama Vaisnavas7who have no other
fmaster than Lord Visnu) Therefore the Lord reciprocated their
worship by appearing in person on the sacrificial altar.

He was sphuran, glowing even more brilliantly than the ritual fires.
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o jagan-manohari-maha-pratikah

prasarya hastams carum adadano
varan priyan yacchati yajakebhyah

That lord sacrifice personified (sah yajfia-murti), radiant as
millions of suns (ravi-koti-teja), His mighty form (maha-pratikah)
echanting to the world (jagan-manohari), reached out His hands
(prasarya hastams), accepted the caru offering (carum adadano),
and granted the sacrificers (yacchati vyajakebhyah) pleasing

——

benedictions (varan priyan).




This verse paints an even more vivid picture of the Lord of sacrifice.
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He is called the Lord of sacrifice because it is He who through

sacrifice receives worship.

And the Vedic sacrifices, or yajias, including their physical

ingredients and the mantras and rules for their performance,

emanate from Him.



Holding in His hands the implements of sacrifice—including the
sruk and sruva ladles—He appears as sacrifice personitied.

[
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As we find in Srimad-Bhagavatam (3.13.35-36) in the description ot
Yajfia-varadha, the boar incarnation of the Lord, the various parts of
the Lord’s divine body symbolize all the aspects of yajna: —
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tad-darsanojjrmbhita-sambhramaya
harsan namaskara-paraya mahyam
datto nijocchista-maha-prasadas
tena sva-hastena dayardra-vaca

PN

With words drenched in compassion (dayardra-vaca), He gave me
with His own hand (tena sva-hastena dattah) the maha-prasada ot
His remnants (nija ucchista-maha-prasadah). Awestruck by the sight
of Him (tad-darSana ujjrmbhita-sambhramaya), out of sheer joy

(harsall) [ felt compelled to bow down (namaskara -paraya
nmahyam).




Seeing the I ord of sacrifice made Gopa-kumara more eager than ever
to discover how he could serve the Lord in some personal way.

In response to this enthusjiasm, Lord YajfieSvara encouraged him
even more by saying such things as “My dear Gopa-kumara, please
come here and accept My hospitality.”




2.2.51

apurva-labdham anandam

paramarih prapnuvams tatah
- karunyatisayat tasya
samsiddhasesa-vanchitah

By that Lord’s abundant mercy (tasya atisayat karunya), I attained
an_exceptional bliss (paramam anandari prapnuvan) I had never

known before (apurva-labdham) and all my desires were fulfllled
(tatah samsiddha asesa-vanchitah).

— ———
—————




Qn earth and in heaven, Gopa-kumara had telt bliss in devotional
service, but nothing like what he was relishing on Maharloka.

Now, as never before, he was satistying his deepest desires to see the

Lord of the universe and share personal exchanges with Him.




2.2.52
dayalinam maharsinar
sangatyetas tato bhraman
praty-avasam tathaivaham
adraksam Jagad-lsvaram

I wandered here and there (itas tato bhraman) in the company of the
great compassionate sages (dayalunarh maharsinarn sangatya), and
in every dwelling (praty-avasam) 1 saw (aham adraksam) the Lord
of the universe (jagad-iSvaram) present in the same way (tatha eva).

S




No matter where Gopa-kumara went on Maharloka he found
everyone performing Vedic sacrifices, and the Lord of sacrifice

appearing in order to eat the offerings.




2.2.53

tatah krtarthata-nistham
manvanah svasya sarvatha
sanandam nivasarms tatra
prokto ’ham tair maharsibhih

Thinking myself (tatah syvasya manvanah) in every respect
(sarvatha) fully successtul (kgta arthata-nisthar), [_happily took up
residence on Maharloka (sanandarh nivasams tatra). Once. the great
saées (taih maharsibhih) spoke to me as follows (aharm proktah). N

——

—



On Maharloka, not only was Lord Yajnesvara visible in every
residence, but in each plage His features were different.

)

Now that Gopa-kumara was obtaining to his satisfaction the darsana
of_the Lord, along with a generous amount of His mercy, Gopa-
kumara felt that his life in general and his mantra-japa i1 particular

—

had reached fruition.




2.2.54
Sri-maharsaya ticuh
bho gopa-vaisSya-putra tvam
etal-loka-svabhava-jam
pradiyamanam asmabhir
vipratvam svi-kuru drutam

The great sages said: O son of a cowherd vaisya (bho gopa-vaisya-
J&U:al, we are olfering you (asmabhir pradiyamﬁ?l;r}l tvam) the
brahminical status (vipratvam) natural for a resident of this planet
(etad-loka-svabhava-jam). Please accept it at once (svi-kuru

drutam).




——
Some vaisyas farm and tend cows, and others do bitsiness, but
according to the Dharma-$astras they all belong to a twice-born class.

In other words, vaiSyas, along with brahmanas and ksatriyas, receive
Vedic initiation and education.

But in Gopa-kumara’s simple Govardhana village, the vaiSyas didn’t

maintain these Vedic standards, and so he remained illiterate and

uninitiated into the Brahma-gayatri.
o

How then when even as a vaisya he wasn’t properly initiated, could

he become a brahmana?

— e




It was possible because the powerful sages were oifering him that

status and emphatically asking him to accept it.

-—

They wanted him to change his external dress and behavior to

conform with the way ot life o oka.

—




