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2.2.91
mano-vrttim vina sarve-
ndriyanam vrttayo 'phalah

krtapihakrteva syad
atmany anupalabdhitah

Without the functions of the mind (mano-vrttlm vina), the functions
of all the senses (sarve indriyanarm Vrttayah) are useless (aphalah),
for even it one acts (kata api), one’s deeds will be as if never
performed (iha akrta iva syad), because the self will be unable to
perceive them (atmany anupalabdhitah).




The same point is reargued here, but by negative logic. When the
mind is inattentive, the senses may be active, but they cannot
establish real contact with their objects.

Each sense has its own proper object—form for the sense of sight,

texture for touch, and so on.

The purpose of the senses is achieved when they contact their
objects and perception occurs.
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Perception, however, requires the active participation of two other
agents as well—the mind and the living soul.

If the mind is not focused on a sense receiving input from an obiject,
no sensation will reach the self, and no conscious perception will
arise. -




[Chis explanation from everyday life, anyone can underst@ By
extension, Pippaldayana argues, one’s “seeing” the Personality of
Godhead is in reality the Lord’s manifesting Himsell through the
functions of one’s purified consciousness.

It is not direct perception through the eyes, because the Supreme
Lord stands outside the scope ot the activity ot the senses




2.2.92
adacid bhakta-vatsalyad
yati ced drsyatam drsoh
jhana-drstyaiva taj jatam
abhimanah param drsoh

If the Lord (ced), out of compassion for His devotees (bhakta-
vatsalyad), sometimes (kadﬁcid) reveals Himself to their eyes (drsoh
drsyatam yatl) that vision actuall ly occurs (taj jatam) by the power
of the mind (Jnana-drstya iva); one only imagines (abhlmanah) ‘the
eyes to be the seers (param drsoh).
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But didn’t devotees like Dhruva and Prahlada see the Supreme Lord
dlrectly with their eyes? _ .y Quesies
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Aren’t those devotees famous for having seen the Lord in person?

W

Yes, the Lord made Himselt visible to those great devotees out of
fatherly alfection, to fulfill the purpose of their eyes.

But in fact, Pippalayana says, the devotees beheld those revelations
through pure consciousness, not through the physical eyes.




Because the scope of our physical sight is narrow, with our eyes we
are unable to perceive an object that has no limits.

Why then are Dhruva, Prahlada, and others tamous for having had
the Lord’s darSana?

And why is He tamous as bhakta-vatsala, He who shows attection for
His devotees?




[t is because in each case the devotee, the jiva soul, identitying with
his own senses, presumed, “I am seeing the Lord directly with my
eyes.”

That those devotees thought that way is evidence that the Personality
of Godhead was kind to them. B
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And that the sense of sight fails to perceive what is *I:c)péjond its scope

does not mean that the eyes are utterly useless.
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2.2.93
tasya karunya-Saktya va
drsyo ’stv api bahir-drsoh
tathapi darsananandah
sva-yonau jayate hrdi

And even if by the power of His mercy (tasya karunya-saktya va) He
becomes visible (drsyah astu) to external eyes (bahir-drsoh), the
bliss that arises from seeing Him (tathapi darsana anandah) has its

natural source in the heart (sva-yonau jayate hrdi).




But isn’t the Supreme Lord, by His personal energies, free to do
anything He wants?
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Yes, but miracles are for the ultimate benefit of the conscious soul

rather than for the soul’s \mert senses}

The power of the Lord’s compassion could indeed make the physical
eyes able to perceive Him, il He so desired; but the fruit of that
perception, the pleasure felt from it, would still come from where

pleasure, pain and-anxiety are always born—the mind.




2.2.94
anantaram ca tatraiva
vilasan paryavasyati
mana eva maha-patram
tat-sukha-grahanocitam

That bliss later continues (vilasat paryavasyati) in the heart (tatra
eva) even alter the Lord is no longer visible to the eyes (anantaram
C_E_ll . Thus the worthy receiver (ucitam maha-patramm) of that bliss
(tat-sukha-grahana) is the mind alone (mana eva).




After an audience with the Lord, when He is no longer visible to the_

eyes, the pleasure of having seen Him lingers in the heart: “Oh, with
my own eyes | saw the Personality of Godhead! I saw Him right

betore me!”

That the ecstasy of seeing the Lord continues in the heart after the
eyes can no longer perceive Him indicates that the ecstasy resided
only in the heart all along.

Why, then, presume the eyes to be the seers?



On_the other hand, sight is one of the knowledge-acquiring senses.

So why should it be unable to generate and sustain pleasure?
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The answer, according to seTf—reahzed authorities, is that the most

suitable agent to receive the pleasure of seeing the Supreme Lord is
the mind.

The mind is analogous to the most reliable minister of a king, a
minister who alone in the king’s entourage can be entrusted with the

care of a most precious object.




2.2.95
tat-prasadodayad yavat
sukharh vardheta manasam

tavad vardhitum isita
na canyad bahyam indriyam

As much as the mind (yavat manasam) becomes peaceful (prasada
udayad), to_that extent (tavad) its pleasure grows (tat sukham
vardheta). No_external sense (na_ca anyad bahyam indriyam) can
feel such expanding pleasure (Va}‘dhitum 1$ita).




Commentary: It may be argued that the mind is limited in scope, like

the other senses. \ o Syt
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That is true, but when the mind becomes cleared of contamination,
the Lord, being satistied, is prepared to bestow His full mercy.

The soul’s pure consciousness, reflected in the mind, is then able to
sustain the image of the Supreme Lord.
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The external senses are unable to do this.
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