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2.2.96
gntar-dhyanena drste ’pi
saksad drsta iva prabhuh

krpa-viSesarh tanute
pramanam tatra padmajah

When the T ord (prabhuh) expands His special merey (krpa-visesam
tanute), one sees the Lord (drstah api) within by meditation (antar-
dhyanenayas if directly with the eyes (saksad drsta iva). This we
can understand from what happened to lotus-born Brahma
(pramanam tatra padmajah).




g_gi_oi.@ect for the sage Pippalayana, we may theoretically accep]

that one \derives more happiness from meditating on the Supreme
than from Xrying to see Him Wlth one’s physical eyes.
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But isn’t it also well known rhgr by suthe Lord directly one gains
the ﬁ)eaamﬁappmess of j '

from Him, |speakin
Wl’fﬁ@ and |having oL_QLpersannteractlons? g ‘
;@vew\-)
AL a N

That may be true, the sage answers, but when the Lord is seen within
He mercifully provides all those same benelits.




He reveals Himself within the heart so-thatHe can give hoons. speak

with His devotee, touch him, and so on.

He can do this from within the heart because He is the almighty Lord
(prabhu), who has special energies that easily arrange for Him Ell
these wondertul things.

As a concrete historical example, Pippaldayana cites the case of Lord
Brahma.




The epithet “lotus-born” (padma-ja) implies that when Brahma was
first born he found himself sitting on a lotus.

—

As described in the Second Canto of Srimad-Bhagavatam, Brahma,
surrounded by the darkness of annihilation, did not know how to
proceed in re-creating the universe.

A mysterious voice then told him to meditate, and when he did, the

Supreme revealed Himself and His abode:




tasmai sva-lokam bhagavan sabhajitah
$andarsayam asalpararn na yat-param
vyapeta-sanklesa-vimoha-sadhvasam
sva-drstavadbhir purusair abhistutam

The Lord, gratified by his worship _(bhagavan sabhajitah), showed
Brahma Maha-vaikuntha (tasmai sva-lokam sandarsayam asa), to
which nothing is superior (param na yat-param), which is free

(vyapeta) of sullering (sanklesa), confusion (vimeha) and fear of

ottenses (sadhvasam) and which is praised by the devatas (vibudhair

abhistutam) who constantly# see the self (sva-drstavadbhii).
(Bhagavatam 2.9.9)




In Vaikuntha, Brahma saw the Personality of Godhead Narayana:

12.9.15]]
dadarsa tatrakhila-satvatam patim
Sriyah patim yajna-patiri jagat-patim |
sunanda-nanda-prabalarhanadibhih

sva-parsadagraih parisevitar vibhum ||

—

Brahma saw the Lord (tatra dadarsa vibhum), the Lord of all the devotees in
Vaikuntha (akhila-satvatarn patim), the Lord of Laksmi (sriyah patim), the
Lord of sacrifice (yajna-patirn) and the Lord of the universe (jagat-patim),
served (parisevitam) by his chiet tollowers (sva-parsada agraih) such as
Sunanda, Nanda, Prabala and Arhana (sunanda-nanda-prabala-arhana

adibhih).



12.9.16]
bhrtya-prasadabhimukharh drg-asavam
prasanna-hasaruna-locanananam |
kiritinarh kundalinari catur-bhuja
pitammsukam vaksasi laksitar Sriya ||

The Lord, desiring to give mercy to his servants (bhrtya-prasada-
abhimukham), was a joy to the eyes of the devotees (drg-asavar). He had a
joytul smile (prasanna-hasa) and eyes tinged with red (aruna-locana-
ananam). He had a crown on his head, and wore earrings (kiritinam
kundalinarm). He had four arms (catur-bhujam), wore yellow cloth
(pitarmhsukam) and on the left side of his chest was a golden line (vaksasi
laksitar Sriya).



Brahma not only saw the amazing form of the Lord but also had an intimate
personal exchange with Him:

—

—

12.9.18 ||

tad-darsanahlada-pariplutantarog
hrsyat-tanuh prema-bharasru-locanah|

nanama padambujam asya visva-srg -
yat paramahamsyena pathadhigamyate ||

The creator of the universe, Brahma (visva-srg), filled with joy on seeing the
Lord (tad-darsana ahlada paripluta antaro), with hair standing on end
(hrsyat-tanuh) and tears in his eyes (prema-bhara asru-locanah), offered
respects to the feet of the Lord (nanama asya padambujam) which are
attained by the path of bhakti (yat paramahamsyena patha adhigamyate).



12.9.19 ||
tam priyamanam samupasthitar kavim
praja-visarge nija-sasanarhanam|
‘babhasa isat-smita-$ocisa gira
priyah priyam prita-manah kare sprsan ||

The Lord (priyah), overjoyed, filled with prema for Brahma (priyam prita-
manah), touching Brahma with his hand because of his love for him
(samupasthitarn kavirm kare spréan), with words lit by a slight smile (isat-
smita-Socisa gira), spoke to Brahma, who was filled with prema on seeing the
Lord (tarn priyamanam babhasa), and who was worthy of following the
Lord’s command (nija-sasana arhanam) for creating the universe (praja-

visarge).



When Lord Narayana spoke to Brahma in a way that encouraged him
to ask a boon, Brahma asked for instructions on how to create the

universe for the conditioned living entities, and the Lord responded
by imparting to him the four-verse encapsulation of Srimad-
Bhagavatam.

Then Lord Narayana disappeared from Brahma’s sight:




12.9.38 ||
Sri-Suka uvaca
sampradiSyaivam ajano
jananam paramesthinam |
pasyatas tasya tad ripam
atmano nyarunad dharih ||

Suka said: The Lord (harih) who is beyond the material warld
(ajanah), having instructed (evam sampradisya) Brahma, the creator
of the progeny (jananam paramesthinam), then made his form
disappear (tad atmano rapam nyarunad) while Brahma watched
(pasyatah).




As these passages clearly show, Brahma meditated on the Supreme
Lord in his heart, and then the Lord mercifully appeared, offered
him boons, spoke with him, and touched him.

_—

—
These events arose out of Brahma’s inner meditation. '

The Third Canto gives a similar description:




1 3.8.22 ||
kalena so ’jah purusayusabhi-
pravriia-yogena virudha-bodhah
svayam tad antar-hrdaye 'vabhatam
apasyatapasyata yan na purvam

By his practice of meditation on the Lord (abhipravrtta-yogena) for
a hundred human-years (purusa ayusa) he attained realization of the
Lord (sah ajah viradha-bodhah). He saw the Lord (apasyata), who
manifested himself in his heart (svayamn tad antar-hrdaye
avabhatam), who could not be seen previously by searching (yad na
pirvam apasyata).




I 3.8.23 ||
mrnala-gaurayata-Sesa-bhoga-
paryanka ekarh purusarh sayanam

phanatapatrayuta-mirdha-ratna-
dyubhir hata-dhvanta-yuganta-toye-

He saw the one lord (ekam purusam) sleeping (Sayanam) on the
broad bed of Sesa (ayata—sesa-bhoga—paryanka) white like a water
lily (mrnala-gaura), tloating upon the waters of devastation
(yuganta-toye), whose darkness was dissipated (hata-dhvanta) by
the light (dyubhir) tfrom the jewels (ratna) on top of the thousands
(ayuta) of umbrella-like hoods of Sesa (phana atapatra).




13.8.33
sa karma-bijarh rajasoparaktah
prajah sisrksann iyad eva drstva
astaud visargabhimukhas tam idyam
avyakta-vartmany abhivesitatma

Influenced by rajas (rajasa uparaktah) and intent on creating
(visarga abhimukhah), desiring to create the ollspring (prajah
sisrksann), Brahma glanced at the lotus and the elements (sah iyad
eva drstva) as the ingredients of creation (szfma—bijam).
Concentrating his mind (abhivesita atma) on the Lord (avyakta-
vartmany), he began to praise the Lord, worthy of worship (astaud
tam idyam). -




After Brahma otfered his prayers, Lord Nardyana responded:

ma veda-garbha gas tandri@

sarga udyamam avaha
tan mayapaditar hy agre
yan mam prarthayate bhavan

O knower of all the Vedas (veda-garbha)! You should not be bereft
of knowledge (ma gah tandrim). Go about your ettorts of creation

(sarga udyamam avaha). 1_will accomplish (maya apaditarh) what

you previously requested—trom—me- (tad hy agre mam prarthayate

bhavan). (Bhagavatam 3.9.29)




prito ’ham astu bhadram te_
lokanar vijayecchaya
yad astausir guna-mayarm
nirgunam manuvarnayan

[ -

I am pleased (pritah aham) that you praised me (mam
anuvarnayan), recognizing me (yad astausih) to_be the possessor of
spiritual qualities (gunamayam) and to be devoid of material
qualities (nirgunarh), when you desired to create successiul progeny

(lokanam vijaya icchaya). Let there be auspiciousness for you
(bhadram astu te)! (Bhagavatam 3.9.39)




