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gopa-balaka vetsi na

When I asked the Kumaras (maya te) to explain (samprsta) who he
was (tat-tattva-vrttam), they laughed and said (vihasya avocan),
“Dear cowherd boy (gopa-balaka), even after reaching this planet
(atra_agatya adhunapi) you still don’t know who this person is (na
imam vetsi)?




Laughing at Gopa-kumara, Sanaka and the others reminded him that
he was just a simple cowherd.

C—

—

Even alter Gopa-kumara had been residing for so long on Tapoloka,
where everyone is virtually omniscient, could he still know nothing
about the universally famous Lord Brahma? )
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5 prajapati-patir brahma
c.-&/ srasta visSvasya nah pita
svayam-bhuh parame-sthy esa
jagat paty anusasty api

“That was Brahma (brahma), the lord of all lords of the living beings
(prajapati-patir). He is our fath?r (nah pita), the creator of the
universe (visvasya srasta). Self-born (svayam-bhuh), he sits on the
highest seat of authority (parame-sthy). He maintains and guides the
created world (jagat paty anusasty api).




There are many Prajapatis like Bhrgu who populate the universe and
then engage their progeny in prescribed Vedic duties.

Brahma is the master and protector of those Prajapatis.

Since the Prajapatis are brothers of the Kumaras, when the Kumaras
refer to Brahma as “our father” this implies that Brahma is the tather
of them all.

Brahma’s father, however, is not of this world.



Brahma is born from the lotus growing irom the navel of the
Supreme Lord and is therefore called Svayambhii, or one who is born
without father and mother.
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He occupies the highest mmoriw, maintains the living
entities of the universe by giving them their occupational duties, and
guides them by initiating the study of the Vedas, which teach the
principles of progressive civilized life.
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Sy asya lokas tu satyakhyah

sarvoparli virajate
Sata-janma-krtaih suddhaih
sva-dharmair labhyate hi yah

“His_planet, called Satyaloka (asya lokas tu satya akhvah), stands
above all others (sarvopari virajate). It _is achieved by persons
(labhyate hi yah) who have done their prescribed duties (sva-
dharmair krtaih) purely (Suddhaih) for one hundred lifetimes (Sata-

janma).




As Lord Siva states in Srimad-Bhagavatam (4.24.29), sva-dharma-

nisthah Sata-janmabhih puman/ virificaram efi: “By remaining fixed
in one’s prescribed dharma, in a hundred lifetimes one can become
Brahma or else achieve his planet.”




2.2.127
tatra vaikuntha-loko ’sti
yasmin Sri-jagad-iSvarah
sahasra-Sirsa varteta
sa maha-purusah sada

“Within Satyaloka is a Vaikuntha planet (fatrg vaikuntha-lokah asti)
where (fasmin) the thousand-headed (sah_ sghasra-éirsa) divine
Lord of the universe ($ri-jagad-iSvarah) is always present (sada
Vgrtetal as the Mahapurusa (mahé—purusgb). T -

\




Within the realm of Satyaloka is a spiritual planet, named Vaikuntha,
which is actually an enclave of Vaikuntha the spiritual world.

That the inconceivable Mahapurusa lives there should interest Gopa-
kumara because that is where Gopa-kumara can expect to fultfill his
desires. B




2.2.128
tasya putra iva brahma
Sruyate na ca bhidyate
brahmaiva lilaya tatra
miurtibhyam bhati no matam

)

“Although said to be the son of the Mahapurusa (tasya putra iva
sruyate), Brahma (brahma) is nonditferent from Him E. ca
bhidvate). In our opﬁlion (nah_matam), the one Absolute Truth
(brahma eva) assumes both these forms (tatra ﬁﬁrt@bhyém bhati) as

a pastime (lilaya).”




How can Lord Brahma be considered the master of his own planet,
and the highest authority in the universe, if the Supreme Lord of the
universe also lives on the same planet?

The Kumaras here explain that Brahma is the highest authority of the
material world because he is the son of the Supreme Lord.

As implied by the word iva (“as if”), Brahma is not a son in exactly
the same way as normally understood in material life; still, he is the
first-born ot all created being_s. o




This relationship between Brahma and Visnu can be understood only
BX hearing from the Vedas, not by empirical perception, because
everyone in the universe is born from Brahma, and thus all his
descendants are too young to have seen Brahma’s birth.

It Brahma is Lord Visnu’s son, then like most sons he must ke
inferior in quality to his father; and thus the basic difference between
Brahma and Visnu—that one is the worshiper and the other the
worshiped—must be true.




Nevertheless, the Kumaras offer their (orpinioi that four-headed
Brahma and the thousand-headed Mahapurusa are not completely
ditferent persons; on Satyaloka the same Absolute Truth manifests
Himselt as both of them.

The Kumaras see Ql%ﬁ and the Mahapurusa to be nondifferent in_

the sense that Brahma shares many of the personal qualities of the
Lord of the universe.




2.2.129

tac chrutva tatra gatva tam
maha-purusam 1ksitum

japam kurvams tapo-loke
nivisto ‘ntah-samadhina

Sri Gopa-kumara said: Hearing this (tat $rutva), I wanted to go to
that planet (tatra gatva) and see the Mahapurusa (tam mahé—
purusam 1k51tum) Seated on Tapoloka (tapo-loke nivistah),
chanted my mantra (japarm kurvan) and focused my attention in
samadhi (antah-samadhina).




2.2.130
muhurtanantararm drsti
samunmilya vyalokayam

brahma-lokaptam atmanar
tam ca $ri-jagad-iSvaram

After a moment (muhurta anantaram), I_opened my eyes (drsti
samunmllya) to_tind (vyalokayam) that I had reached Brahmaloka
(atmanam brahma-loka aptam). And before me was the blessed Lord
of the universe (tamh ca Sri-jagad-iSvaram).
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6/ tejo-nidhim kamala-nabham ananta-bhoga-

talpe Sayanam akhllak51-mano-’bh1ramam

He was huge (mahantam), with thousands of divine arms (Srimat-
sahasra-bhuja), heads (Sirsa), and feet (padam). He resembled a
dark-blue cloud (nila ambuda abham) and was richly adorned with
suitable ornaments (anurupa-vibhiisana adhyam). He was an ocean
ot brilliant effulgence(telo-nidhili). His navel was beautiful like a
lotus (kamala-nabham). Lying on the bed of Ananta Sesa (ananta-

bhoga-talpe sayanam), He enchanted everyone’s eyes and minds

(akhilaksi-mano-bhiramam).




It is said that Lord Mahapurusa has thousands of arms, heads, and

feet; but that is just a figurative way of saying that He has an
uncountable number of limbs.

And although He is huge and formidable, His beauty is supremely
attractive.
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oy srl-narada-pranaya-bhaktlsu datta-c1ttam
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As the goddess of fortune (ramaya), Laksmi, massaged His feet
(sammvahyamana-caranam), He_ glanced (krta-drsam) at Garuda
Lord Brahma worshiped (vidhina arcyamanam) the Lord (amurm)
with opulent offerings (bhiiyo vibhutibhir), and in turn the Lord
attentive (datta—c1ttam) to. Sri Narada’s displays of loving devotion
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(suparne), who stood before Him with joined palms (baddhanjalau).
amply gratified him (bahu lalayantam). Lord Mahapurusa was also
(srl-narada-pranaya—bhaktlsu)




The Lord responded to (Brahmé’s worship by touching him with His

hand and showing other signs of atfection.

The Lord also acknowledged Narada’s offerings of devotional songs
and music.




2.2.133
maha-rahasyarh nigamartha-tattvam
sva-bhakti-margam kamalasanaya
Sanair vivrtyopadisantam antar
nijalayendrasya virajamanam

The resplendent Lord Mahapurusa (virdjamanam), within (antar)
His own most excellent residence (@@_ (indrasyg), instructed
(upadisantam) Brahma, who sat on the lotus beside Him
(kamalasanaya). The Lord patiently explained to Brahma (vivrtya),
step by step (Sanair), the greatest of mysteries (maha-rahasyam), the
essential truth of the revealed scriptures (nigamartha-tattvaim), the
path of devotional service to Himsell (sva-bhakti-margam).




After the Supreme | ordreeeived worship from His servants, He went to His
splendid palace on the Vaikuntha planet within Satyaloka.

There Brahma joined him and sat next to Him on the lotus that had sprouted

from the navel of the I ord in His form as Garbhodaka-4ayi Vispu.

In that intimate setting, Lord Mahapurusa spoke directly into Brahma’s ears
about the path of pure devotion.

—

The details_of this science should be spoken only to persons ready to
appreciate them.
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o R, atho tad akarnya catur-mukhar ca
W & pramoda-sampad-vivasi-bhavantam
/ aniidya nicair anumodamanam
muhus tad-anghrin abhivandamanam

Hearing these matters (atho tad akarmya), tour-headed Brahma
(catur-mukhar), overwhelmed (vivasi-bhavantam) by a vast

treasure of transcendental joy . (pramoda-sampad), quietly repeated
and agreed (nicair anudya) with each point he was taufglt
(anumodamanam), and then otfered his respects (abhivandamanam)
again and again (muhuh) at the feet of the Lord (taiaf;ghrin).




Alter relishing the wonder of the Supreme Lord speaking intimate
instructions to His devotee, Gopa-kumara turned his attention to Brahma,
whom he saw was receiving the lesson with great ecstasy.

To show understanding ot the Lord’s words, Brahma dutifully repeated each
point, and confirmed that he agreed completely, before the Lord continued

with the next.

When the lesson was over, Brahma Drofusely thanked the T ord. .

For Brahma to bnw/ down while sitting on his lotus seat would have been

d\lfflcult, but at least he showed his respects with his words and joined ﬁallns.
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pramoda-vegat patitam visamjiarm
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“ .S a-bala-vat parSvam uta sva-bhartuh
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Laksmi (laksmih) saw (vilokya) that by the force of ecstasy
(pramoda-vegat) I had fallen into a swoon (patitam visamjiam). So
she coddled me (sa mam bahu lalayitva) like her own son (sva-bala-
vat) to restore me to consciousness (ninaya sarhjiarh) and then
brought me (abhigamya) to the side of her husband (sva-bhartuh

Rﬁrévam) .




Now Gopa-kuma k imself.

When the Supreme Lord’s devoted wife noticed him, she knew he
had fainted in ecstatic devoti tion for her husband, so she treated him
like a son.

She touched him with her cooling hand and sprinkled him with

water to bring him back to consciousness.




2.2.136
bhagavantarh muhuh pasyan
pranamann avadarh manah
nijepsitantam adyaga
niscalarh tvarh mudam bhaja

Gazing at the Supreme Lord (bhagavantar pasyan) and repeatedly
bawing down beftore Him (muhuh pranamann), I told my mind
(avadam manah): “Today (adya) you have attained (tvam agah) the
ultimate fulfillment of all your desires (nija ipsita antam)! Bg&ady
and joytul (niscalarh mudam bhaja).




In texts 136 through 140, while offering repeated obeisances, Gopa-
kumara preaches to his own mind.




2.2.137
asesa-Soka-santrasa-
duhkha-hinam idam padam
6; paramarddhi-parananda-

nicitam jagad-arcitam

“This abode (idam padam), free from all sorrow, fear, and pain
(agesa-éoka-san_t}ﬁsa-dubkha—hinam), is worshiped by the entire
world (jagad-arcitam). It is filled (nicitarh) with the greatest
opulence and bliss (paramafrdgi_h_i-.parﬁémandsa).




Satyaloka is the highest Merial abocﬁ, filled with inconceivable
wealth and a happiness unequaled by any other sensory experience
in this universe.

Greater than any other place in the universe, Satyaloka is honored
everywhere.
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& bhaty asesa-mahattayah

param kastharh gatah sphutam

“Dear brother (bhratar), this planet shines forth (bhaty) with as

much perfection (yadrsah sambhaved) as the Lord of the universe
Himsell (jagad-1sas ca tadrsah). It displays (gatah sphutam) the final
limit ipﬁaram kastham) of complete excellence (asesa-mahattayah).




In the material world, persons and things have varieties of relative
excellence.

C .

One person has a well-proportioned body, another is charming,

another virtuous, another powerful.

But the world of Satyaloka manifests all kinds of excellence to the

greatest degree possible in the material universe.

No other place is in any way as great.
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\ eham anvabhavo laksmya
rgbhyam pasyadhuna prabhum
mathura-vraja-bhu-sokam
~ yiyasar canyato jahi

smi (sneham anvabhavo laksmya).
Now see with your eyes (drgbhyarh pasya adhuna) her Lord

(prabhum). Give up (jahi) your thoughts of going away (yiyasam)
from here (ca anyato) and give up your grieving over the cow
pastures of Vraja in Mathura (mathura-vraja-bhii-sokam).

—
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2.2.140
jagad-1sad vidhateva
lalanarh ced abhipsasi
tﬁ;n maha-purusadista-

mantra-Saktya phalisyati

“If you want to be pampered (lalanam ced abhipsasi) like Brahma by
the Lord of the universe (jagad-isad vidhata iva), that also you can
achieve (tad Qhallsyatl) by the power of the mantra (mantra—saktya)
taught to you by the great soul (maha-purusa adista).”

qm—




The Personality of Godhead js present in Brahmaloka as lord
Mahapurusa, but in Govardhana Gopa-kumara had met another
maha-purusa, the great devotee who had initiated him into the
chanting of the Gopala mantra.

For Gopa-kumara to be as familiar as Brahma with Lord Mahapurusa
will be ditficult, but we shall see how an arrangement is made for
him. -




