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2.3.47

tena tam prakatam pasyann
api priye na purva-vat
sidamy atha layarnh svasya

Sankamanah svayam-bhavam

-)U”‘)’ MADeve
Because ﬁ that greed (tena), even though I beheld (pasyann api)
the Supreme Lord (tam) right before me (prakatam), I could not
teel as satistied as belore (priye na purva-vat). I_was disturbed
(atha sidamy) by the fear (sankamanah) that 1 might merge into

Him (svasya la}_@_ﬂ, as was likely to happen in that abode
(svayam-bhavam). B




Even though the presence of I ord Mahakala greatly intensified Gopa-
kumara’s greed to see Lord Madana-gopala, Gopa-kumara did not feel
as happy here as on the other planets he had visited.

The various forms of the-Supreme-lord he had seen elsewhere had

not inspired a remembrance of Madana-gopala as intense as in
Mahakala-pura, but at least on those other planets Gopa-kumara had
been in no danger of merging into the object of his meditation.

If he were to merge and forget his separate exi ould also
forget his desire to join Sr1 Madana-gopala’s pastimes.
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2.3.48
vraja-bhtimav ihagatya
sadhaye ’ham sva-vanchitam

vimrsann evam asrausaii B
gita-vadyadbhuta-dhvanim

[ was thinking (evam vimréann) that if I returned (ahar agatya) to
this Vraja-bhumi (iha vraja-bhumav) 1 would tulfill (sadhaye
aham) my desires (sva-vanchitam). And then I heard (asrausarin)
some wonderful singing and music (gita-vadya adbhuta-dhvanim).

-



s >
5 £ <% 2.3.49
N\ ,\“\:, & hrsto ’ham paritah pasyan
O vrsaradham Vyalokaya;ﬁ
kam apy ardhva-padat tatra-

yantam sarva-vilaksanam

Enlivened (hrstah), looking all around (paritah pasyan), I saw
(ahamm vyalokayam) someone (kam apy) riding on a bull
(vrsarudham)—a unique person (sarva-vilaksanam), arriving
(tatra ayantam) from a higher regian (ardhva-padat).
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W karpura-gauram tri-drsam dig-ambararm
“ candrardha-maulirh lalitam tri-Salinam

ganga-jalamlana-j atavali-dharam
bhasmanga-ragam rucirasthi-malinam

Three-eyed (tri-drsam), white like camphor (karpura-gaurar), dressed only
by the sky (di—_g;ambaram), that exquisitely beautiful person (lalitar) carried
a trident (tri-sulinam) and bore the half moon on his head (candra ardha-
maulirh), his matted locks (jatavali) brilliantly (amlana) adorned (dharar)

by the Ganga (ganga-jala). His body was smeared with ashes (bhasmanga-

ragam) and graced by a charming garland of bones (rucira asthi-malinam).

Lord Siva’s garla?r%d of l;/gneﬁvazk'i%aﬁuspicious and beautiful because it
was made from the bones of departed Vaisnavas.
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Ko gaurya nijankasritayanuranjitam
L

divyati-divyaih kalitamh paricchadaih
atmanuriapaih parivara-sancayaih
samsevyamanam rucirakrtihitaih

Sitting on his lap (nija anka asritaya), a woman ot fair complexion
(gaurya) affectionately served him (anurafjitarm kalitarm). Divine
régalia surrounded him (paricchadaih), more heavenly than the
riches of heaven (divya ati-divyaih). And many followers (parivara-
saficayaih) attended him (sarhsevyamanam), their attractive
(rucira) forms (akrti) and behavior (ihitaih) just fitting for his
service (atmanurupaih).




Upon first seeing him, Gopa-kumara was unaware ot who Lord Siva
was and so describes him as kam api, “someone.”

g—

And although Gopa-kumara knew nothing about Lord Siva’s
transcendental relationship with his wife, he describes her as gauri,
since he could see with his own eyes her beautiful golden
complexion. o

—

At first sight Gopa-kumara could recognize that the royal umbrella,
camara fans, and other personal accoutrements of Lord Siva were
more excellent than those of the demigods.




And suitably exalted attendants, with great devotion, carried that
umbrella, fanned Lord Siva with the camaras, and performed other
services for him and his consort.

gu——

The associates of Lord Siva appeared very handsome, including Sri

Ganesa, with his large abdomen and elephant’s head.

And they all conducted themselves in an attractive manner.




By worship of Ganes$a or other demigods one may attain a form with,

for example, a protuberant belly and an elephant’s head.
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But those who Worshm Lord Siva understanding that he is
nondifferent from Sri Krsna attain beautiful bodily forms on Lord
Siva's planet. @4\»&« Slo W\ Wim o3 o Vallny,

This is affirmed in the narration of Lord Siva’s battle with Andhaka in
Sri Vamana Purina, ChaEter Fifty-nine.
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o paramam vismayam prapto
W . . .
7 harsam caitad acintayam

ko nv ayam parivaradhyo
bhati mukti-padopari

Feeling (praptah) the greatest surprise (paramam vismayam) and
delight (harsam ca), I thought (etad acintayam), “Who is this (kah
nu ayam), accompanied by such an entourage (parivara adhyah),
and appearing (bhati) from above the abode of liberation (mukti-
pada upari)? - T
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PR jagad-vilaksanaisvaryo
o }»%\"’ mukta-vargadhiko ’pi san
e < laksyate ’ti-sad-acaro
C

maha-visayavan iva

“He looks (laksyate) more powerful than anyone in the material
world (jz;gad-vilak_s_a_na aisvaryo), more excellent than all liberated
souls (mul?glzvarga adhikah api san), yet he seems to violate fhe
rules of civilized behavior (ati-sad-acaro), like a great sense-
gratifier (maha-visayavan iva).” -




[t struck Gopa-kumara as strange that even though this unique

person _appeared to be the supreme ruler of the material world, the
defender of religious principles, he was ignoring the rules of proper

behavior—by traveling naked, embracing his wife in puhlic, and so
on—enjoying all kinds of sense gratification even though he seemed

a fully liberated transcedentalist.




2.3.54
parananda-bharakranta-
cetas tad-darsanad aham
naman sa-parivaram tam

krpayalokito 'muna

My mind (cetah) was overcome by the weight ot the supreme
ecstasy 1 felt ( @krant®) from seeing him (tad-

darsanad). I bowed down to him (aham tarm naman) and those
who stay with him (sa-parivaram), and he gave me a
compassionate glance (amuna krpaya alokitah).
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P\,J‘é ) o harsa-vegad upavrajya
o5 Sriman-nandi$varahvayam
aprccham tad-ganadhyaksarn

tad-vrttantam visesatah

Impelled by joy (harsa-vegad), I approached (upavrajya) the leader of his
companions (tad-ganadhyaksam), named Sri Nandisvara (Sriman-
nandisvarahvayam), and asked him in detail about this person (visesatah
aprccham) and what he was doing (tad-vrttantar).

Altogether unfamiliar with Tord Siva, Gopa-kumara asked Sri Nandisvara,

“Wis? Where is his residence? Where is he going now?”




2.3.56
sa sa-hasam avocan mam

gopalopasana-para
gopa-bala na janise
Sri-Sivarh jagad-iSvaram

Nandisvara laughed and said to me @@ @1 Qan),

“O cowherd boy (gopa-bala), devoted worshiper ot Gopala (gopala
upasana-para), don’t you recognize (na_ janise) Lord Swa (Sr1-
sivam), the lord of the universe (jagad-isvaram)?




Nandisvara found it amusing that a devotee of Lord Gopala could be
ignorant of the identity of Lord Siva.

But since Gopa-kumara was a simple cowherd boy, Nandisvara
thought, “He might be so poorly informed.”

By calling Lord Siva the lord of the universe, Nandisvara tactfully told
Gopa-kumara that since Lord Siva is independent he can apparently
violate the laws of civilized behavior without blame.




2.3.57
bhukter muktes ca datayam
bhagavad-bhakti-vardhanah
muktanam api sampujyo

vaisnavanam ca vallabhah

“He is the giver (ayar data) of material enjoyment and liberation
(bhukter muktes ca), and he expands devotion to the Personality
of ‘Godhead (bhagavad-bhakti-vardhanah). He_is worshiped even
by the liberated (muktanam api _sampiyyah) and is dear to the

Vaisnavas (vaisnavanam ca vallabhah).




Lord Siva is bhagavad-bhakti-vardhana in more than one sense.

By showing a loving attitude toward the Supreme Lord, Sri Krsna,
Lord Siva increases the Supreme Lord’s reciprocal love for him.

.-

And apart from this, Lord Siva is himself a great lord (bhagavan) who
promotes the process of devotional service to Visnu.

He teaches his own devotees that bhagavad-bhakti is the supreme
goal of life, greater than all others.




The essential meaning of Lord Siva’s being bhagavad-bhakti-vardhana
is that by his very words and behavior he increases for the inhabitants
of the universe their devotion for the Supreme Personality of

Godhead.

—

And so he is very dear to the devotees of Lord Visnu, who aspire for
his association. -

am—
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VTV o va-krsnaprthag-drsti-bhakti-labhyat sva-lokatah
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>" , svanurupat kuverasya sakhyur bhakti-vasi-krtah

ailasadrim alankartur parvatya priyayanaya

W —
> mam parimitair vati privaih parivrtair vrtah
»= samar pa tair vati priyaih parivrtair vrtal
- Al 1

“Drawn by the devotion (bhakti-vasi-krtah) of his friend Kuvera (sakhyuh
kuverasya), he is traveling (yati) with his beloved Parvati (anaya priyaya
parvatya samari) and dear ﬁe@ companions (parimitair priyaih parivrtair
vrtah) to grace Mount Kailasa with his presence (kailasadrim alankartum).

—
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He came Irom his own planet (sva-lokatah), as transcendental as he
(svanurupat), an abode reached through devotion (bhakti-labhyat) by those
who see him and Lord Krsna as nonditferent (siva-krsna aprthag-drsti).”




Here Nandisvara explains where Lord Siva comes from and where is he is
gomg

Lord Siva’s own planet, beyond the coverings of the material universe _js
attainable by those who worship him and Lord Visnu on the same level.

That transcenden orld is suitable for Lord Siva’s pleasure, equipped as it is
with all kinds ot eternal and unlimited opulence.

cp—

Yet Lord Siva gracefully accepts the friendship of the demigod Kuvera, the
original proprietor of Mount Kailisa, and submits himself to Kuvera’s
devotion.




And so Lord Siva is on his way to visit Kailasa in the company of Parvati, his
CONsort.

Since Parvati, the mother of the universe, Ls,lmd_é'isza’ﬁ_sup&mﬁ_@gy,

Gopa-kumara should not be shocked to see her sitting on his lap in public.

But why is Lord Siva traveling with such a small entourage?

Although on his own planet he has many more devotees, for this trip he has
chosen only his dearmost associates because the Kailasa within the material
world can accommodate only some of his opulence and entourage.




