Sri Brhad-bhagavatamrta

by Srila Sanatana Gosvami

~



Volume-2
Sri-goloka-mahatmya

The Glories of Goloka



Chapter-3

Bhajana: Worship



2.3.60
Sri-gopa-kumara uvaca
tad akarnya prahrsto ’ham
aiccham tasman mahesvarat
prasadam kam api praptum
atmano hrdayan-gamma

Sri Gopa-kumara said: Delighted to hear this (tad akarnya
prahrstah), I was eager (aham aiccham) to obtain (praptum) Lord
Siva’s grace (tasmad mahesvarat kam api prasadar) and fulfill a
long-cherished desire (atmano hrdayan-gamma).



Gopa-kumaira was eager to understand how Lord Siva is nondifferent
from Sri Madana-gopala-deva.

Although Gopa-kumara’s natural inclination was toward the lotus
feet of Madana-gopala, he also found himselt unavoidably attracted to
this amazing person Lord Siva, whom he was seeing for the first time.

Gopa-kumara would be grateful if Lord Siva were to enlighten him
about how Lord Siva and Lord Krsna are nondifferent.



2.3.61
jhatva bhagavata tena
drstyadistasya nandinah
upadesena suddhena
svayam me ’sphurad anjasa

Lord Siva (bhagavata), reading my thoughts (tena jaatva), ordered
Nandi$vara with a knowing glance (drstya nandinah adistasya),
and through Nandisvara’s pure guidance (Suddhena upadesena)
the facts easily revealed themselves to me (svayarn me afjasa
asphurad).



Lord Siva, the best of mystics, knew at once what Gopa-kumara was
thinking and simply by glancing at Nandisvara conveyed his desire
that Nandi$vara explain the matter.

Srila Sandtana Gosvami says in his commentary to this verse that
nandinah can refer to Nandisvara, the principal attendant of Lord
Siva, or else to the bull Nandi, Lord Siva’s carrier, who was born from
a partial expansion of the Supreme Lord.



2.3.62
Sriman-madana-gopalan
nija-pranesta-daivatat
abhinnah $ri-maheso 'yam
uta tad-bhava-vardhanah

This Lord Siva (ayam Sri-mahesah), I realized, is nonditferent (uta
abhinnah) from Madana-gopila (Srimad-madana-gopalat), the
Deity I worship, the Lord more dear to me than life itselt (nija-
prana ista-daivatat). Lord Siva serves the cause of love for my Lord
by promoting it everywhere (tad-bhava-vardhanah).



There is nothing wrong with being attracted to Lord Siva.

Since he is nonditterent trom Lord Krsna, devotion ottered to him is
also devotion to Krsna.

More precisely, when one satisfies Lord Siva by pure devotion to him,
Lord Siva helps one become more devoted to Krsna.



2.3.63
tad-gana-madhye "’ham
pravistah prinito ’khilaih
Saivaih sri-nandino ’Srausam
vrttam etad vilaksanam

I happily entered (aham sukharh pravistah) among Lord Siva’s
companions (tad-gana-madhye) and was treated with atfection
(prinitah) by all his devotees (akhilaih $aivaih). From Sri
Nandi$vara (Sri-nandino) I heard (asrausarn) these unique facts
(etad vilaksanam vrttam):



2.3.64
sadaika-rapo bhagavan Sivo 'yam
vasan sva-loke prakatah sadaiva
vilokyate tatra nivasa-tustais
tad-eka-nisthaih satatam nijestaih

The great Lord Siva (ayam bhagavan sSivah) has one eternal
transcendental form (sada eka-ripah). Dwelling in his own abode
(vasan sva-loke), he is always visible (sadaiva prakatah vilokyate)
to his exclusive worshipers (satatarn nija istaih tad-eka-nisthaih),
who are pleased to live there (tatra nivasa-tustaih).



According to Sri Nandisvara, Lord Siva remains always in one form, meaning
that he is not like Lord Mahakala, sometimes formless and sometimes having
a personal form, nor does he expand himselt as Lord Visnu does, into the
difterent torms ot a tish, a tortoise, and so on.

In the pastimes Lord Siva performs for the pleasure of his devotees, he
sometimes appears disguised as a hunter or a fisherman, but he does not
transtorm into different species of life.

Because Lord Siva’s followers can rest assured he is not going to change his
appearance, they are always satistied.



He is always visible on his planet, not like Lord Visnu, who often leaves His
abodes to visit other places.

Lord Siva’s dear devotees can always see their lord, unlike the devotees of Sri
Visnu, Sri Yajiesvara, and the other incarnations of the Personality of
Godhead on Svargaloka, Maharloka, Tapoloka, and Satyaloka.

This is the explanation given by Sri Nandisvara, but more precisely Lord Siva
is always in the same form in the sense that his body is always purely spiritual,
sac-cid-ananda, and never subject to change.

He is always present in his own abode, beyond the material creation, and so is
always visible in that abode for the pleasure of his devotees.



2.3.65
svabhinna-bhagavad-bhakti-
lampatyam grahayann iva
sada ramayati sviyan
nrtya-gitadi-kautukaih

With festivals of singing, dancing, and so on (nrtya-gitadi-
kautukaih), he always gives pleasure to his companions (sada
ramayati sviyan), as if to make them greedy (lampatyarm
grahayann iva) for the Supreme Lord’s devotional service
(bhagavad-bhakti), in which they see that he and Lord Visnu are
nonditferent (sva abhinna).



Lord Siva’s festivals resound with congregational chanting of Lord
Visnu’s names, and his devotees can be heard crying out in great
reverence and love tor Lord Visnu.

It appears that Lord Siva holds such festivals for the benefit of others,
to induce them to take up worship of Lord Visnu as nonditterent
from himself, but in fact Lord Siva is himself fully absorbed in visnu-
bhakti because like Narada Muni he is a bhaktavatara, an empowered
incarnation of the Lord in the role of the Lord’s devotee.



2.3.66
bhagavantam sahasrasyarm
Sesa-murtim nija-priyam
nityam arcayati premna
dasa-vaj jagad-iSvarah

Although he is the lord ot the universe (jagad-isSvarah), he always
lovingly worships (nityam premna arcayati) his favorite form of
the Supreme Lord, Sesa (nija-priyam bhagavantarh sesa-miirtim),
He of a thousand faces (sahasra asyam), as it a humble servant

(dasa-vad).



Lord Siva feels a special affinity with the Ananta Sesa expansion of
Lord Sankarsana because both Lord Siva and Sesa are presiding lords
of the mode of ignorance.

This is depicted in the Fifth Canto of Srimad-Bhagavatam (5.17.16),
in the account of how Lord Visnu is worshiped on Ilavrta-varsa:



bhavani-nathaih stri-ganarbuda-sahasrair avarudhyamano bhagavatas catur-
mirter maha-purusasya turiyarh tamasirh murtim prakrtim atmanah
sankarsana-samjnam atma-samadhi-rapena sannidhapyaitad abhigrnan
bhava upadhavati.

In Ilavrta-varsa, Lord Siva is always encircled (avarudhyamanah) by ten
billion maidservants of goddess Durga (bhavani-nathaih stri-gana arbuda-
sahasrair). Uttering the following mantra (etad abhigrnan) in meditation
(atma-samadhi-ripena sannidhapya), Siva worships (bhava upadhavati)
Sankarsana (sankarsana-samjnam), his source (prakrtim atmanah), the
spiritual form in charge of ignorance (turiyarn tamasim murtim), among the
four forms of the Lord (bhagavatah maha-purusasya catur-murteh).



As stated by Lord Siva in his prayers in the Fifth Canto, the
manifestation of Lord Sankarsana as Ananta Sesa has thousands of

hoods.

And so this form is different in appearance from the form of Lord
Sankarsana worshiped in the covering shell of ahankara, false ego.

In Lord Siva’s abode, the region of ahankara, Lord Sankarsana has
four arms, like Sri Pradyumna and Aniruddha. Lord Siva’s abode is
thus a very special place.



2.3.67
jhatvemarh Siva-lokasya
visesar sarvato 'dhikam

pramodam paramari prapto
py apurnar hrd alaksayam

Learning about (jiiatva) this unique excellence of Sivaloka (imari
siva-lokasya sarvato adhikam visesarn), I felt exceedingly happy
(paramam pramodarm praptah). Yet my heart (hrd apy), I knew
(alaksayam), was not full (aptrnam).
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Hearing all this made Gopa-kumaraeager to see Sivaloka, but his
persistent desire to {ind Sr1 Madana-gopala constrained him.




2.3.68
tan-nidanam anasadya
sadyo ’jiasisam amrsan

Sriman-guru-prasadapta-

vastu-seva-prabhavatah

[ couldn’t discern (anasadya) the cause of that feeling (tan-nidanam), but by
the mercy of my divine spiritual master (Sriman-guru-prasada) 1 had
received the transcendental mantra (apta), and by the power of my service to
the mantra (vastu-seva-prabhavatah), after some reflection (amrsan) I
quickly understood (sadyo ajniasisam).

By virtue of constantly meditating with full sincerity on the ten-syllable

gopala-mantra, Gopa-kumara could understand in a moment the essence of
his predicament.




2.3.69
Sriman-madana-gopala-
deva-pada-sarojayoh
lilady-anubhavabhavo
mam ayarn badhate kila

[ was disturbed (mam kila badhate) because of forgettmg (abhavo)
the lotus feet of Sriman Madana- -gopala (sriman-madana-gopala
deva-pada-sarojayoh), and His pastimes and other attractive
features-(lilad;:?mubhava) .

—

In this ¢j a - ra nable to focus his mind on
Sr1 Madana-gopala’s pastimes, beauty, sweetness, and compassion.
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Gl abodhayam mano 'nena
mahesSenaiva sa khalu
lila-viSesa-vaicitri
krta murti-viSesatah

[_told my mind (manah abodhayarm) that it is Lord Siva himself
(anena mahesena eva) who performs (sa_khalu krta) these
wonderfully varied pastimes (lila-visesa-vaicitr1) in the special
form of Lord Gopala (murti-visesatah).
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s 2.3.71
tathapy asvastham alaksya
sva-cittam idam abruvam
yady asmin nanubhuyeta
sa tad-rapadi-madhuri

But seeing ( my mind still unsettled (sva-cittam
@svastham), I told it (1dam abruvam) “I you fail to perceive
something in Lord Siva (y&iy asmin na anubhuayeta), it must t be
the rare sweetness of Gopala’s beauty and His other such qualities
(sa_tad-rupadi-madhurl).
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acirad iti manyasva

sva-prasada-visesatah

——

“Nonetheless (tathapi), by Lord Siva’s merey (asya anugrahad)
your long-held desire (te dirgha-vancha) will soon be fulfilled

(acirad setsyati). By his special favor tesward—yeu (sva-prasada-

visesatah), be assured, this will be so (iti manyasva).”




2.3.73

(\W o3 evam tusta-manas tasya
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> visrantasya mahesasya
S . : . .
o X parsve ’tisthar ksanam sukham

My mind was thus appeased (evam tusta-manah), and L was happy
to stay a while (ksanarn sukham atistham) hy the s Yiva
(maheéagya parsve), who for some reason (kenapi hetuna) chose to
take rest (visrantasya) before going on with his journey (tasya
tatra).

Why Lord Siva rested in Mahakala-pura before proceeding to
Kailasa is disclosed in the next verses.




