Sri Brhad-bhagavatamrta

by Srila Sanatana Gosvami



® . Part 4

Vaikuntha- The Spiritual Kingdom
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TEXT 109
nijesta-daivata-Srimad-
gopala-caranabjayoh
tadrg-rupa-vinodader
analokac ca dina-vat

[ telt somewhat discouraged (dina-vat) that I couldn’t see (analokat)
the unique form, pastimes, and other features (téé}'_g-rﬁpg-vi_rloda
adeh) of the lotus feet (caranabjayoh) of my worshipable Lord (nija
is_a-daivata), Sri Eopéla (Srimad-gopala).




In Vaikuntha Gopa-kumara couldn’t see Sri Gopala’s pastimes, His

unique entourage and paraphernalia, His special kindness, or the
special ways He plays with His devotees.

But as indicated by the suffix . Cad) (“as if”), Gopa- _kumara’s
disappointment was only apparent. —

There is never any freal discouragement in Vaikunl;ha.!




TEXT 110

Valkuntha-natham kila nanda-nandanam
laksmim dharam cakalayami radhikam
candravalim casya ganan vrajarbhakan__

But then (tarhy eva) I _would see (akalayami) Lord Vaikuntha-natha
(prabhuri vaikuntha-nathar), the most exalted knower of everything (sarva-
jﬁa—giromanim), as the darling son of Nanda Maharaja (kila nanda-
nandanam), see Laksmi and Dhara (laksmim dharam ca) as Radhika and
Candravali (radhikarm candravalim), and see the Lord’s s personal attendants
(ca asya ganan) as the young boys ot Vraja (vraja arbhakan).




As soon as Gopa-kumara’s mind would begin to complain, his vision would
change.

He would see Lord Narayana as Krsna, His two consorts as the chief gopis ot
Vraja, and His attending servants as cowherd boys.

Not that Gopa-kumara produced this transtormation by his own mental
power; rather, it was done by Lord Narayana, who is sarva-jiia-Siromani (“the
best knower of everything”) and prabhu (“the supreme master”).
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Since Lord Narayana is the greatest of all omniscient mystics, He knew that
Gopa-kumara’s mind was disturbed.

And since the Lord has all divine energies at hand, He easily made this
arrangement to relieve Gopa-kumara’s anxiety.




TEXT 111

e tathapy asyam vraja-ksmayam

prabhum sa-parivarakam
viharantam tatha nekse

khidyate smeti man-manah

Yet tathépﬂ my mind (mad-manah) would still feel sad (khidyate

sma) ecause 1| couldn’t see (tatha na ikse) the Lord and His

companions (prabhum sa-parivarakam) play as they do
(viharantam) here in the land of Vraja (asyarm vraja-ksmayam).
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(‘;s € tatha lasantam nicitesu go-ganaih
2\"}3 pasyamy amurh karhy api purva-vat sthitam
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Occasionally (kadapi) in _the gardens of Vaikuntha (tatra
upavanesu) I would see (pasyamy) my Lord (amum) appear as in
Vraja (tat_l@___las@a_rh), performing His-':ﬁéstimes (lilaya), and 1
would see (pasyamy) the gardens (upavgge_:su) filled with (nicitesu)
herds of cows (go-ganaih). At other times (karhy api) I would see
Him (paéyanl)j amur) sitting as usual (purva-vat sthitarn) on His
throne (nijasane) in all splendor (§arvathil, but looking just like my
Lord Gopala (sva-prabhu-vat). T




Sometimes Gopa-kumara caught glimpses of Lord Narayana playing in the
Vaikuntha gardens like a cowherd managing his cows.

Even inside the Lord’s grand palace, where the Tord sat on His best of
thrones, flanked by devotees like Laksmi, Dharani, Sesa, and Garuda, Gopa-
kumara sometimes saw Him appearing like Sri Madana-gopala in all aspects
of His dress, entourage, and other features.




TEXT 113

<yaikuntha-lokagamana-smrtes ca
saf] ﬁyaménédara—gauravena

Even so"(tath@p_i), because 1 knew that He was the Supreme
Personality of Godhead (tasmin paramesa-buddheh), and because 1
remembered (smrteh ca) that I had come to Vaikuntha-loka
(vaikuntha-loka agamana), feelings of respect and reverence (adara-
gauravena) would arise in me (sanjayamana), and these would
block my pure love (tat-prema-hanya) and leave my mind
dissatistied (sva-mano na trpyet).




Seeing Lord Nardyana as Madana-gopala pushed aside Gopa-kumara’s
awareness that the [.ord was the almighty controller of everything, but then

Gopa-kumira would remember that he was in Vaikuntha, where awe and
reverence for the Lord predominate.

Aftected by the mood of Vaikuntha, Gopa-kumara was unable to feel the
same free tlow of prema as betore.




TEXT 114
gopala-devat karuna-visesam
dhyane yam alingana-cambanadim
prapto ’smi tarh hanta samaksam asmad
ipsan vidiye tad-asiddhito ’tra

The épecial favors (karuna-visesam) 1 had received (prapto ’smi) from
Gopala-deva (goﬁéla—dgvat) in my meditation (dhvane)—His embraces, His
kisses (yam alingana-cumbana adi m) the mercy I had directly obtained (tam
samaksam asmad)—thoﬁué&h this is what I desired (ipsan), oh (hanta), here
(at@ couldn’t have it (tad-asiddhitah), and so I felt aftlicted (VM).

——

Gopa-kumara expected the object of His devotion to reciprocate with

affectionate embraces, kisses, and intimate humorous talks, but these were

not forthcommﬁfrom Lord Narayana.
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