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® . Part 4

Vaikuntha- The Spiritual Kingdom




TEXT 134
Sokam sarvam vihayemarm
Srimad-vaikuntha-nayakam
nijesta-deva-buddhyaiva
viksasva bhaja ma bhidam

Put aside all this lamentation (vihaya imarm sSokarn sarvam) and just see
(viksasva) the divine master of Vaikuntha (Srimad-vaikuntha-nayakam) as
the same Lord you cherish (nijesta-deva). Don’t consider Them two difterent
persons (ma bhidam buddhya).

Gopa-kumara will have his mind pacitied it he simply understands that Lord
Narayana is his own Madana-gopala.



TEXT 135
tato ’trapi sukham tat tad
anantam paramarih mahat
vardhamanam sada sviya-
manah-puarakam apsyasi

Then (tatah) even here (atrapi) your heart will be tlooded (sviya-

manah-purakam apsyasi) with supreme ha
sukham), wunlimited (anantamm) and ever
vardhamanam).

opiness (paramar
increasing (sada



The joy Gopa-kumara will feel from understanding that Nardayana and
Gopala are the same person will satisty the demands of his heart.

That joy will ever increase because new feelings of undiscovered sweetness
will dawn at every moment.

But Gopa-kumara might think that the novelty of that newtound joy will
wear out.

“Not at all,” Narada says. “That joy is absolutely pertfect.”



But if it always increases, doesn’t it have a limit, even it a changing one?
“No,” Narada says. “That joy is unlimited.”

[t has no finite measure; its quality grows perpetually.

Even in the beginning, when a devotee starts to realize that joy, it appears
almost complete in all its aspects.



TEXT 136
Sri-gopa-kumara uvaca
tatah kan api siddhantan
Sva-prajna-gocaran api
aiccham tad-ananac chrotur
Srotrena prerito hathat

Sri Gopa-kumara said: 1 then wanted to hear (tatah sroturh aicchann)
Narada explain from his own mouth (tad-ananat) certain philosophical
conclusions (kan api siddhantan) about which I was already thinking (sva-
prajia-gocaran). My ears were forcing me to do this (Srotrema prerito

hathat).



Gopa-kumara feels relieved by what Narada has said thus far.

In Text 39 of this chapter, Gopa-kumara had proposed to explain later to his
brahmana student the reason for the extreme variety of appearances in
Vaikuntha.

With the help of Narada’s instructions, Gopa-kumara has now done this.



Now he wants to free the brahmana from all doubts and misconceptions by
enlightening him about the most priceless essence of Vaisnava philosophy,
which Narada revealed when Gopa-kumara met him in Vaikuntha.

Texts 136 through 235 narrate these further teachings.



TEXT 137
Saknomi ca na tan prastum
amum gaurava-lajjaya
abhipreyaya sarva-jia-
varo bhagavatottamah

Because of respect and shyness (gaurava-lajjaya) 1 couldn’t ask him about
these matters (na tan amurin prastum saknomi), but that best of omniscient
mystics (sarva-jia-varah), the greatest Vaisnava (bhagavatottamah), knew
what I was thinking (abhipreyaya).



TEXT 138
madiya-karnayoh sviya-
jihvayas ca sukhaya sah

vyafijayam asa sanksepat
sarvams tan mad-dhrdi sthitan

To give pleasure (sukhaya) to my ears (madiya-karnayoh), and to his own
tongue (sviya-jihvayas ca), he brietly expounded (sah sanksepat vyafnjayam
asa) on each of the topics (sarvams tan) I was contemplating (mad-dhrdi
sthitan).



TEXT 139
Sri-narada uvaca
pasu-paksi-ganan vrksa-
lata-gulma-trnadlkan

-
/ atra drstan na manyasva

parthivams tamasan iva

Sri Narada said: Don’t think (na manyasva) that the flocks of animals and
birds of this place (atra pasu-paksi-ganan), or the trees, creepers, bushes,
grass, and other vegetation (Vrksa-lata-gulma-trnadlkan) are made from
earth (parthivan drstan) like ordmary creatures in the mode of ignorance
(tamasan iva). o




In Vaikuntha Gopa-kumara saw many animals like cows, horses, and
elephants: birds like doves and cuckoos; trees, bushes, and creepers like
mandaras and kundas: and seemingly inauspicious creatures like insects and
WOrms.

He would have been wrong to think that these were inferior living beings,

born into bodies covered by the mode of ignorance.

They were not degraded like the living beings of the material world that
assume bodies made of the element earth.




e e &
Py TEXT 140
W s Te L v ete hi sac-cid-ananda-
(4
v;’;\,g ‘ ﬁ’j’:\‘ J,;'b rupah sri-krsna-parsadah
o %v“q\o o vicitra-sevanandaya
/\"w:’; A7 tat-tad-rapani bibhrati

In fact these are all (ete hi) personal associates of Sri Krsna (Sr&rs_na-
parsadah), all with spiritual sac-cid-ananda bodies (sac-cid-ananda-rapah).
They have assumed such forms (tal—tad-rﬁﬂéni bibhrati) to taste the ecstasy
of serving the Lord in various ways (vicitra-seva anandaya).




These Vaikuntha-vasis choose to play such roles as animals and birds to
increase the variety of Lord Narayana’s pleasure.

And they also want to share in that pleasure.

Thus the birds, bees, trees, and creepers described by Lord Brahma in the
Third Canto of Srimad-Bhagavatam when he tells of his own experience of
Vaikuntha are not ignorant creatures like the corresponding species of life in
the material world.




TEXT 141
yad-varna-vad yad-akaram
@aﬂhaggvato 'sya ye
nija-priyatamatvena
bhavayanto ’bhajann imam

They have assumed forms (ye riiparh bhavayantah) with colors and
shapes (yad-varna-vad yad-akarar) similar to those of the Lord

(asya bhagavato) they have worshiped (abhajann) as most dear
(nija-priyatamatvena).




This verse indicates that Vaikuntha devotees who appear in nonhuman
forms, such as those of some animal or plant, have worshiped similar forms
of Lord Narayana, who by His expansion appeared in those same species.

These devotees, each in his own way, have realized the perfection of sarfipya,
having attained forms that look just like those of the Supreme Lord.




. TEXT 142

’6’“‘% qf;‘ _‘\» _ . . . _ .
oA © tadrsam te ’sya saripyarm
AN — — - - o« . s
e T prapta nanakrti-sriyah
Qg0 i -
& V@“"& manusya munayo deva
(> =
I rsayo matsya-kafchapah

Having each attained sameness with a particular form of the Lord (te
asya tadrsam sarupyam), they have gained (prapta) the opulences
of various kinds of bodies (nana akrti-sriyah), as sages, demigods

(deva rsayah), fish, tortoises (matsya-kacchapah), hun}an beings,
and mystic seers (manusya munayah).
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