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(s X TEXT 143
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o /ﬁ'é(( varaha nara-simhas ca
/ vamanas ca tri-locanah
catur-mukhah sahasraksah
maha-purusa-vigrahah

Some have become hogs, man-lions (varaha nara-sithhas ca), or
dwarfs (vamanas ca), and some have three eyes (tri-locanah), four
a'f_rp_?__(catur-mukhah)—or thousands of eyes (sahasraksah) like the

Mahapurusa (maha-purusa-vigrahah).




oofEG TEXT 144
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g%"”&g\‘\\‘v» sahasra-vaktrah siiryendu-
A&?\ vayu-vahny-adi-rapinah
> catur-bhujadi-rapas ca

tat-tad-vesadi-rupinah

Some have assumed bodies with thousands of ftaces (sahasra-
vaktrah), or with features like such deities as the gods of air and fire
(surya-indu-vayu-vahny-adi-rapinal)). Some have four arms, or
elght or twelve or more (catur-bhujadi-rupas ca), and various kinds
of dr dress, ornaments, symbols, and other attributes (tat-tad-vesadi-

\

ripinah).




Srimad-Bhagavatam (2.9.11-12) describes the residents of Vaikuntha as appearing
similar to the Supreme Lord and having varied bodily colors:

’@Qmévadﬁté Sata-patra-locanah
pisanga-vastrah surucah supesasah |

sarve catur-bihava unmisan-mani-
praveka-niskabharanah suvarcasah |
pravala-vaidirya-mrnala-varcasah
parisphurat-kundala-mauli-malinah |

The in@bitants of Vaikuntha are dark in complexion (Syama) and effulgent (avadatah).
They have lotus eyes (Sata-patra-locanah), yellow cloth (pisanga-vastrah), and pleasing
demeanor (surucah) and are youthlul (supesasah). They all have four arms

C@@ and wear ornaments of the best shining jewels (unmisan-mani-praveka-
niskabharanah). They have all splendors (suvarcasah). Some are colored red, yellow or

—

white (pravala-vaidurya-mrnala-varcasah). They wear glittering earrings, crowns and

garlands (parisphum{undala-mauli-malinih).

—




In texts 144 through 147, Narada depicts in some detail this variety of bodily
form dress, and so on,

Some Vaikuntha devotees appear as human beings because of having attained

sarup_ya—hkeness in form—with such incarnations of the Lord as Sri
Raghunatha.

Others appear as munis by sariipya with sage incarnations like Sri
Kapiladeva, or as demigods by sartipya with manvantara-avataras like Lord
Satyasena and Lord Vibhu.

Others appear as rsis by sartipya with incarnations like Sri Parasurama, or as

fMor&Mﬁtsva, or tortoises with Lord Karma.




Some, who worship Siva or Brahma as a representative of the Supreme,
appear in bodies with three eyes or four heads.

Some_appear like Indra with a thousand eyes, like Ananta Sesa with
thousands of heads, or like Surya or other demigods.

Vedic scriptures like the aindra-srutis, the mantras gloritying Indra, support
such worship of demigods as representatives of the Supreme Lord.

In the Fifth Canto of Srimad-Bhagavatam we also find demigods like Stirya
being worshiped as representatives of the Lord in Plaksa-dvipa and the other
divisions of the Bhir-loka planetary system.




The only means to achieve entrance into Vaikuntha is pure, exclusive love for

the lotus feet of the Supreme Lord. \, 74 M

Ordinary demigod worshipers are never eligible to become residents of
Vaikuntha, but worshipers who regard Siva and other demigods as

nondifferent from Lord Visnu achieve @?ecial Vaisnava perfection. )

As the Vamana Purana and other scriptures describe, those devotees join the

exalted associates ot the Supreme Lord they worship, either on the respective
planets of the demigod representatives of the Lord or, in some cases, on a
Vaikuntha planet, where the devotees are endowed with the special opulences
of those demigods.




The Vaikuntha-vasis whose bodies are just like the transcendental body of
the Mahapurusa, the first incarnation of Lord Visnu for material creation, are
those V\\hO have achieved sartpya by worshiping Him.
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They have thousands of arms, legs, heads, and other limbs. In Text 144 the

word adi (“and so on”) occurs twice.

The first time, it indicates that some devotees in Vaikuntha assume bodies
that resemble those of yet other demigods, like Yamaraja and Aryama, who
are material representatives ot various personal powers of the Supreme Lord.

"

The second time, adi indicates that besides the usual four arms_ some

Vaikuntha devotees have eight arms, twelve arms, or more.

m—
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Whoever comes to Vaikuntha (yah yah vaikuntham agatah) realizes the very
same service to the lotus feet of Krsna (sevitva krsna-padabje) for which he
had developed a taste (yena yena rasena) by the end of his material life
(ante), and he realizes that service in full detail (tasya tas syakhilam tat tac)

with its dress, form, and so on (Vesakaradma tatha), for each mood of
devotion (tat tad Tasadikam) is dear to the Personality of Godhead (srlmad-

bhagavatah priyam) and each gives pleasure (praroceta) to the devotee
absorbed in it (tasnTat Tasmai ).




The bodies of some Vaikuntha residents resemble those of sages and other
humans—or monkeys, demons, or whatever—but do not resemble any of the
humanlike or sagelike forms of the Lord, such as Lord Ramacandra or
Kapiladeva, nor any expansion or incarnation the Lord accepts in other

species. : e TR evEene
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The unusual forms that some Vaikuntha devotees accept are explained in the
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While practicing devotional service in their previous material lives, those
devotees neared the perfection of Tove of God and so began to display
symptoms of that perfection.




Those devotees varied in their individual moods, or rasas, and varied
accordingly in the Torms of the Lord upon which their devotion focused.

And when those devotees achieved Vaikuntha they brought with them their
individual rasas. )

In each case, no matter how unusual the form of devotion was, it gave
pleasure to the Supreme Lord.




Because those individual moods pleased the Lord, they were attractive also to
the devotees expressing them, who therefore did not want to give them up.

SRS TN P K
His devotees imitate the

When the Supreme Lord so desnes sothe o
mundane activities of Indra, Candra. and other demigods—even in

Vaikuntha.

After all, everything that exists can be found in Vaikuntha in a puritied form




TEXT 147
te ca sarve ’'tra vaikunthe
Sri-narayanam isvaram_
tat-tad-varnadi-yuktatma-
deva-ripam vicaksate

In Vaikuntha (atra @) each devotee (¢

@@Isees ((caks@) the

Supreme Lord Sri Narayana (fri-narayanam isvarapn) manifest as the

eva-rupam), with a form of suitable

complexion and other qualities (tat-tad-varnadi-yukta).




Lord Narayana has four arms and a dark-blue complexion, but because

devotees are attracted to Him in other forms the [ ord’s all-powerful personal

energies enable devotees to see Him in whatever forms they like.

—

Thus in Vaikuntha each devotee can cherish the Supreme Lord in his own
way. o

————




= ) Prapnuvanti navam navam
sarvadapy aparicchinnarh
vaikunthe ’tra viSesatah

BN

The same kind of ecstasy these devotees previously enjoyed in worshiping
the Lord (purva-vad bhajananandam) they continue to relish here in
Vaikuntha (vaikunthe atra). They obtain it (prapnuvanti) as_a unique
(visesatah), uninterrupted (aparicchinnam), unceasing bliss (anandam),
newer and newer at every moment (sarvadapy navam navam).

—ih




The type of devotional ecstasy each new resident of Vaikuntha developed in
hlslas%@wd life contm@\m Vaikuntha, but on the platform of spiritual

perfection: —

And the ecstasy constantly grows, acquiring newer and newer variety.




e S N TEXTS 149-150

y J.<e:i> rz'\':ye tv asadharanaih sarvaih purvair atma-manoramaih
,,w*»\ ﬁ%; Mparlvaradlbhlr yuktam nijam ista-tararn prabhum
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u\"\ JV(Q“ te tyanta-tat-tan-msthantya- kasthavanto mahasayah
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As before (yatha-purvam), these devotees (ye tu) still see (sampasyantah)
their own worshipable Lord (nijam ista-tararh prabhum), with all His unique
features (asadharanaih sarvaih yuktarn) they found charming (atma-
manoramaih)—His same entourage and everything else (parivaradibhir).
These devotees, each in his favorite mood (te), cons?antly hope to serve Him
(sadaiva sevitum icchanti). They are indeed the wisest of saints
(mahasayah), tor they have each attained the tinal perfection (atyanta antya-

kasthavantah) of their own tfaith (tat-tan-nistha).




Each Vaikuntha-vasi worships a form of the Lord as seen together with that
Lord’s unique entourage and paraphernalia.

Lord Raghunatha, for example, is accompanied by His brothers, he@d_ by
Laksmana, and by the daughter of Janaka.

He also has His bow, His kingdom Ayodhya, and His pastlmes like being
exiled to the forest.




The devotees of Sr1 Raghunatha are especially attracted to these unique
characteristics of the Lord.

Those devotees and all the others in Vaikuntha are the best of saints because
their faith in the Supreme Lord is unalloyed and unshakable.

o—
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