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This Maya is the generator of the false material creation (mithya-
prapafca-janani). She embodies falsity and ignorance (mithya-

bhranti-tamo-mayi), and _therefore (@tah) she cannot be described

(amrupya) Non-eternal (amtya) yet primordial (adya), she creates
for the jivas the cycle of material life (jiva-sarhsara-karini).




Texts 180 through 182 define Maya in terms of her identity and eflects.

The created world of illusion consists of visible products and their causes,
and Maya is the mother of all of them. Wi VY=
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Thus she causes the jiva’s cycle of birth and death by expanding the({orce of
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Because what she creates is illusory, her actual character cannot be identified,
and because her influence over an individual soul ends when that soul
achieves true knowledge, she is said to be noneternal.
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But in truth she is beginningless because she is the shadow of the spiritual
energy of the Supreme.




sthatri murtimati hi y?
karyakara-vikarasya-

Appearing in person (murtimati), she presides over (ya adhisthatri)
the eighth covering of the universe (astama avaranasya). Because the
transformations of material creation (karya akara-vikarasya) do not

affect her (apraptya), she is called prakrti ('@ra[{rtir ucyat@
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Matter is always in flux, changing from one state to another.

But because Maya 1s the Superintendent of this continuous transformation of
matter, she hersell is never subject to change.
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Thus she is_called—prakrti, the primal form of material existence, the

unchanging intrinsic basis of vikrti, that which changes.

% short,&he cause of chang%is unchaggeablf.




Therefore when Gopa-kumara visited Maya in her abode within the eighth
covering of ‘the universe, she referred to herself as nondifferent from the

spiritual energy of the Lord, of whom she is a separated expansion:

bhaktim icchasi va visnos
tathapy etasya cetikam
bhaginim $akti-ripam mam

krpaya bhaja bhakti-dam

“Qr_(va) it you want (icchasi) devotion to Visnu (visnoh bhaktim), still
(tathapy) you should be kind (krpaya) and worship me (bhaja mam), the
giver of devotion (bhakti-dam), for I am His maidservant (etasya cetikam),
His sister (bhaginim), and the embodiment of His energy (Sakti-rapar).”

(Brhad-bhagavatamrta 2.3.28)
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