Sri Brhad-bhagavatamrta

by Srila Sanatana Gosvami



® . Part 4

Vaikuntha- The Spiritual Kingdom




N‘“" g TEXTS 216-217

b;@'f.%‘ Q(%.g’ %_tegam api phalaty eva tat-piija-phalam atmana
§ O

s"-
AAMEAE J.\ Q’l”

Although (yady apy) the fruit of their worship of Hari (tatjgﬂa-phalaln) is in
it&lf (atmana) greater than (adhikam uttamam) the results of all pious
material activities (asesa-sat-karma-phalato), they do not gain the highest
fruit (na jayate phalam) they would have derived (tesam api phalaty) from
proper devotional service to the Lord (bhagavad-bhakti-yogyarh). In various
scriptures (tatra_tatra), therefore (iti), the best of saintly persons (sadhu-
varaih) condemn such materialistic worship (tat tat vinindyate). o




How can worship of the Supreme Lord not be fruittul, and if fruittul how can it be
criticized? This verse and the next answer these doubts.

Faithless worship of the Lord’s Deity results in vast, faultless material enjoyment,
unencumbered by the complications that result from ordinary truitive rituals, like being
promoted to heaven.

But only pure devotional service grants one the most rare treasure of pure love for the
lotus feet of Sri Krsna, which in turn grants entrance to His abode, where one can see
Him and play with Him forever.

Thus_the most perceptive ities on_devotional service are usually critical of the
Deity worship of neophytes with(weak faith.




TEXT 218
tani tani puranadi-
vacanany akhilany api
tat-tad-visayakany eva
manyasva na tu sarvatah

When the Puranas and other scriptures (tani tani puranadi) make
statements that belittle Deity worship (vacanany akhilany api), you
should understand (manyasva) that all such statements (tat-tad)

refer to (those particu@ worshipers (visayakany eva), not to all
devotees (na tu sarvatah).
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But 1f such materialistic worshipers (te apl) never give up their worship (na

tarmh pujar tyajeyuh) under any circumstance @sarvatha), their

dedication (tan-nisthaya) will purity their hearts (cite Sodhite). Then (tada),
by the mercy of Krsna’s devotees (krsna-bhaktanam krpaya) who see only
the good qualities of others (guna-darsinam), the faults of such-wexshipers
(diisanah) will be exhausted (praksina asesa), and in time (kiyata kalena)
those worshipers too (te api) will become first-class devotees (paramottamah

bhRavamti)-
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A person questioning the value of granting petty material enjoyment to such
casual worshipers might support his doubt by citing scripture:
vasudeve mano yasya
japa-homarcanadisu
tasyantarayo maitreya
devendratvadikarmh phalam

“O_Maitreya (maitreya), for a person whose mind is focused on Lord
Vasudeva (vasudeve mano yasya) by chanting of mantras (japa), by offering
of oblations (homa), by worship of the Lord’s Deity, and so on (arcana
adisu), such results as becoming the king of the demigods (devendratva
adikarh phalam) are simply obstacles to his progress (tasya antarayah).”

E——

This doubt is cleared by texts 219 and 220.



Anyone following the process of Deity worship seriously, without giving it
up under any circumstance, will be purified and in a short time will become a
perfect devotee of the Lord.
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statue, rent from the Supreme Person, or has concocted a new image of
the Lor, “or has been led away from the path of sanatana-dharma by
excessivg pride, or has treated other living entities with contempt, or even it
he has sh\pwn no respect for Vaisnavas.

But hypocrites who merely make a show of Deity worship for a short time
may only in the distant future become perfect devotees.




Showbottle worshipers who offend Vaisnavas do not deserve to have their
ambitions [ulfilled at all, but they may attain perfection by the mercy of the
Vaisnavas, for the Vaisnavas are very mercitul, kind even to their enemies.

But wouldn’t it be better for Vaisnavas simply to neglect such offenders and
let them remain in ignorance?

o

ﬁEerhap%, but pure Vaisnavas see only the good qualities in everyone.

Since even superficial, pretentious worshipers of the Deity are meditating on
the transcendental form of the Lord, saintly devotees simply ignore the
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oitenses and shower mercy.




@Q«*"”L*’"ﬁ("”‘% TEXTS 221-222
- Sy ¥mnyatha salamacbhakia hi_bhukiva tat kamitam phalam

& + kale bhakti-prabhavena yogyam vindanti tat phalam
S T
Y »% ~ _ o .
AN x, atha ca tatra tat-kalam bhakter yogyarh na sat phalam
" S & &~ safijatam iti tac chuddha- bhaktimadbhir V1n1ndyate
\9 .&_U )

Tk Y o 0 WAL
Devotees who have material desires (yatha sakama-bhakta hi) first enjoy
(bhuktva) the material results for which they hanker (tat kamitarh phalam),
and 1a£er (kale), on the strength of devotional serree (bhakti-prabhavena),
they enjoy the true fruit of devotion (tat yogyam phalam vindanti ). But
because (yatha ca) that fruit (sat bhakter yog?am phalam) does not at first
appear (na tat-kalarh safnjatam), pure devotees (suddha—bhaktlmadbhlr)
decry (vinindyate) What those Worsh1pers first achieve (tat).
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PO TEXT 223

. A % te hi bhakteh phalarmh malam
bhagavac-caranabjayoh
sada-sandarsana-krida-
nanda-labhadi manvate

Pure devotees, after all (te hi), think that (manvate) seeing the Lord
constantly (sadﬁ-sandarém, attaining bliss from taking part in His
pastimes, and relishing subsequent pleasures (krida ananda labha
adi) are the fruit (phalarh) of devotional service (bhagavac-
caranabjayoh bhakteh), and its root as well (mulam).




Achieving the perfection of prema is only the beginning of Vaikuntha life.

——

After that, a liberated devotee makes further advancement, receiving special

individual mercy from the Lord by being allowed to serve Him in person and
to enjoy in other ways the nectar of devotion.

[ —




TEXT 224
napi tatra sahante te
vilambar lava-matrakam
bhagavan api tan hatum
manag api na saknuyat

Those devotees (te) cannot tolerate (na sahante) even a moment’s
delay (lava-matrakam @ api) in obtaining that fruit (tatra),
nor can the Lord (na bhagavan api) neglect such devotees (tan
hatum saknuyat) for even a moment (manag api).




Once a devotee’s pure love of God is awakened, he can no longer wait to see
the Lord and serve Him.

In that consciousness, it is difficult for the devotee to understand why others
hesitate to take full shelter of prema-bhakti, and so he may speak critically of
compromised, materialistic behavior.




TEXT 225
ato ‘nyany ati-tucchani
sarva-kama-phalani hi
muktis ca su-labhany asmat
tad-bhaktir na tu tadrsi

Thus (atah) all the other fruits ot desires (anyany sarva-kama-
phalani) are paltry (ati-tucchani hi), even liberation (muktih ca).
From the Personality of Godhead (asmat) they are easily obtained

(su-labhany), but (tu) H1s pure devotional service (tad—bhaktlh) is
not (na tadrsi).




/wi_vs b 2 A TEXT 226
> > tat-prasadena bhaktanam

adhino bhagavan bhavet
iti svatantrya-hanyeva
K0 na tam dadyan mahesvarah

By the mercy of pure devotional service (tat-prasadena), the
Personality of Godhead (bhagavan), the supreme controller
(mahesvarah), becomes subordinate to His devotees (bhaktanam
adhinah bhavet). This in effect (iti) deprives Him of independence

(svatantrya-hanya iva), so pure devotional service He rarely bestows
(na tarh dadyat).




Pure love for Sri Krsnadeva is more difficult to obtain than liberation. In the
words of Sukadeva Gosvam:
- rajan patir gurur alarn bhavatam yadanam
daivam priyah kula-patih kva ca kinkaro vah
astv evam anga bhagavan bhajatarn mukundo
muktim dadati karhicit sma na bhakti-yogam

O _King Pariksit (rajan)! Krsna (bhagavan mukundo) was_the protector,
instructor (patih guruh), ob]ect of worship,giver of affection (daivam
priyah), and the protector (kula-patih) of_both the Yadus and Pandavas
(bhavatarn yadunarh). But he was sometimes your servant (kva ca kinkaro
vah). The Lord gives liberation (muktim dadati karhicit) but not even
bhava-bhakti (na bhakti-yogam) to those who worship him (bhajatam).
(Bhagavatam 5.6.18)




One of Krsna’s names js Mukunda, which can be divided into three parts: mu
(“hberatmn”) kum (“happiness”), and da (“giving”), meaning that Krsna
bestows the bliss - of liberation. T

Or kum can be understood to mean “devotional service,” so Krsna is the
bestower ot both liberation and devotional service.

However, although the Lord often awards liberation and ordinary devotional
service, He very rarely gives prema-bhakii. -

Why?
—_—



Some say it is becanse when Bhagavan, the supremely independent controller
of all, gives prema-bhakti He becomes obliged to give up His independence,

tor devotees who have prema keep Him helplessly under their control.

Or, taking the title Bhagavan to express His absolute omniscience, the idea is
that He knows the impropriety of giving prema-bhakti to anyone uneducated
in the rasas of pure devotion.

Other reasons for the lord’s hesitancy to grant prema-bhakti will be
discussed later on.




o ®“;§',,:\;'»jv‘*§ﬂ%> TEXT 227
N, ~ Nr ¢ _ . a j B
S S T o) anye maha-prestha-jananuvasyata

W na duhkha-dosau vidadhita kaucana
e kintu pramodar nija-bhakta-vatsala-
© ) . — . ¢ -
o 7,«59‘ ¢ tvadin maha-kirti-gunams tanoti sa

O

In my opinion (manye), the Lord’s coming under the control
(anuvasyata) of_His dearmost servants (maha-prestha-jana) creates
no unhappiness or fault (na_duhkha-dosau vidadhita) of any kind
(kaucana). Rather (kintu), it creates great joy (sa pramodam) and
brgadcasts (tanoti) such glorious qualities of the Lord (maha-kirti-
gunan) as His alfectionate concern for His devotees (nija-bhakta-
vatsalatva adin).




Having recounted others’ thoughts on why the Personality of Godhead rarely bestows

prema-bhakti, Narada now discloses his own.

First, he refutes the idea that the Lord wants to avoid losing His independence.

The Lord causes no distress for His devotees when He submits Himself to their desires,
nor by surrendering His independence does He sutter.

Rather, these intimate dealings bring joy to the entire world, and they spread the Lord’s
fame for being generous and concerned for His devotees.

Because the Lord’s submission to His devotees enlarges their mutual joy, it is a source of
delight Tather+than distress—furihermore, because it increases His glories, 1t 1s faultless.
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The way the chief of expert heroes (sa barasﬁ)

voluntarily submits to His devotees (visesatah) is suPremEEf dear
(apeksaniya) and attractive (parama-priya) because it contradicts
(apavadaih) His sell-satisfaction and certain other of His natuzal
qﬁz_ll_it_i_es (szﬁréﬁatﬁ_ﬁ?_l_i_—sva-guné). It is the ultimate perfection of
Godhood (sri-bhagavattva-simnah para kastha).




The greatness of God is seen most fully when He becomes subordinate to His servants.

In such _intimate dealings the L ord reveals His most special qualities, like His unself1sh
efforts to give happiness to His devotees.

This aspect of His personality attracts the admiration of pure Vaisnavas, even when it
seems to contradict such features of His absolute status as His eternal seli-satistaction,
His effortless acquisition of whatever He might desire, His supreme mastery of the
powers of mystic yoga, and so on.

One may learn more about this topic by studying such pastimes of Krsna as His
destroying the pride of Satyabhama, as told in Sri Hari-vamsa and other devotional
scriptures. o

——
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In the final maturity (paripakatah) ot devotional service in pure love
(saprema-bhakteh), sometimes a unique treasure appears (kacit
viSesa-sampat syat)—maha-bhava, the highest stage of ecstasy

(maha-bhava). With the vision of truth (tattva-drstya), one sees it in

the kingdom of the greatest delight (maha-praharsa-samrajya-
miurdha-upari), where it dances exuberantly upon the ramparts (sa
vai narinarti).




In maha-bhava, the most rare experience,ane suffers the torment of burning

in the fire of separation from Krsna.

From the purely spiritual point of view, this so-called sulfering is actually the
most sublime ecstasy.
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