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Vaikuntha- The Spiritual Kingdom
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«“’:Nf»‘:e@f,;(?n indra-candradi-sadrsas
o ‘\f‘;o“»@‘ tri-netras catur-ananah
w5, © — —
I catur-bhujah sahasrasyah
& kecid asta-bhujas tatha

Some (kecid) looked like Indra, Candra, or other demigods (indra-
candra madrsah) Some had three eyes, or four heads (trl-netrah
catur—ananah) or four arms (catur—bhujah) or eight (kecid asta-
bhujzfﬁ)—or a thousand faces (sahasra asygh).




Some of the Vaikuntha residents looked like the king of heaven, Indra, with a_

thousaIEr eyes on their bodies and thunderbolt weapons in their hands.

Others appeared like the gods ot the moon, sun, tire, and wind.

These demigods headed by Indra are not actually incarnations of the Supreme
Lord like Siva and Brahma, who are especially empowered guna-avataras.

If required for service to Lord Narayana, the Vaikuntha-vasis can assume the exact
forms of ordinary demigods: but empowered incarnations and direct expansions of
Nardyana, such as Ananta Sesa, the Vaikuntha-visis can only emulate, to the
extent of copying certain of their bodily features.
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RSN yx\';b eturih vaksyami te ’gratah
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" vatam kirh syan na sundaram

Later I shall explain to you (vaksyami te agratah) the reason
(heturn) for this extreme variety of appearances (etat-parama-
vaicitri). For those who enjoy the moods of devotion to Krsna
(krsna-bhaktl-mstsvaHavatam ), 15 tnere anything not beautlful (klm
syan na sundaram)?




In Vaikunt ' ] sarfipya, having a form similar to that of the
Supreme Lord, is available to everyone.

/

We may reasonably expect, therefore, that all the Vaikuntha residents should
have four arms and look like Lord Narayana.
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Why then did some of them look like humans, monkeys, and all sorts of
other forms of life? B

Gopa-kumara later heard from Narada Muni the definitive philosophical
explanation for this variety, and in the course of the present narration Gopa-

kumara wittrelate that to his own student.




But even granting that there is a reason for Varletles ol bodies in
Vaikuntha, why sheuwld—tord Narayana’s devotees assume ugly
bodies like those of monkeys?

In response it may be said that we know from common worldly
experience that anyone who has intense attraction to something
cannot help but see that thing as beautitul, no matter what it is.

BN

This is also true on the spiritual level, otherwise why would the
Supreme Lord and His devotees be so attracted to persons like
Hanuman and Jambavan?




i G}.’;{)p-' TEXTS 4041
S sarva-prapancatitanam tesam vaikuntha-vasinam

' Vtafya vaikuntha-lokasya tasya tan-nayakasya ca
/&

The residents of Vaikuntha (tesam vaikuntha-vasinam) transcend everything
material (sarva-prapaica atitanarh). For persons within the material creation
(prapafnca antar-gataih), the manifold glories of those residents (tani
mahatmya-jatani) and the glories of the Vaikuntha world (tasya vaikuntha-
loEg_gLa) and its master (tasya tan-nayakasya .ca) are beyond analogy
(drstantair na upayvujvante) and beyond the power of words to describe (na

sakyante ca bhasitum).




Normally the varieties of life forms in any realm indicate a vast hierarchy. of

relative superiority and inferiority, as Gopa-kumara saw among the residents
of heaven.

—

Such a hierarchy might seem out of place in Vaikuntha, where everyone
should be equal on the platform of sac-cid-ananda.

Gopa-kumara wants to explain caretully to his student the real situation but

is_alraid of committing offenses by applying material examples to the
transcendental reality of Vaikuntha.




Theretore he first gives a disclaimer: Comparisons to things of the known
world may help neophytes begin to understand the spiritual world but can
never do ftull justice to that higher reality.

Since the categories of spiritual existence are totally different from those_of

the material world. spiritually immature intelligence has no power to
comprehend them directly.
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2 c—oso X " tathapi bhavato brahman prapancantar-gatasya hi
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[ x> o>  tathety ucyeta yat kincit tad agah ksamatam harih =
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Nonetheless (tathapi), my dear brahmana (brahman), you are a resident of

the material world (bhavatah prapanca antar-gatasya hj), and your
intelligence (cetasah) is confined (Garbhita) because all you can see is what is
material (prapafica-parivara-antar-drsti). So 1 say (ucyeta) “It is like this
(tatha ity)” so that by material examples (tad-drstanta akulena eva) you
might understand various things more easily (tat tat sukham bodhitarm
syad). May Lord Hari forgive this offense (yat kincit tad agah ksamatam
harih). I




An_attempt to describe spiritual existence in material terms is, strictly speaking,
inappropriate and impossible, yet if a conditioned soul can be even a Tittle attracted by
words evoking some of the glories of Vaikuntha, and if he can be encouraged to take up
the task of spiritual development, the impossible can indeed become possible.

—

Any honest attempt to enlighten the conditioned soul with Vaikuntha consciousness is
worthwhile and praiseworthy.

Even though our thinking may now he covered by concepts of matter and Condmoned
life, pure Vaisnavas can guide us gradually to transcendental understanding.

We know from ordinaryexperience what a king is, so if we can further appreciate the

Personality of Godhead as the supreme king, we have begun to understand His glories.
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