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|| 6.2.9-10 ||
stenaù surä-po mitra-dhrug
brahma-hä guru-talpa-gaù

stré-räja-pitå-go-hantä
ye ca pätakino 'pare

sarveñäm apy aghavatäm
idam eva suniñkåtam

näma-vyäharaëaà viñëor
yatas tad-viñayä matiù

The chanting of the holy name of Lord Viñëu (viñëoh näma-vyäharaëaà) is the
best process of atonement (eva suniñkåtam) for a thief, for a drunkard, for one who
betrays a friend or relative (stenaù surä-pah mitra-dhrug), for one who kills a
brähmaëa, for one who indulges in sex with the wife of his guru or another
superior (brahma-hä guru-talpa-gaù), for one who kills women, the king, his
father, or cows (stré-räja-pitå-go-hantä), and for all other sinful men (ye ca
pätakino apare). Simply by chanting the holy name of Lord Viñëu (idam eva), such
sinful persons (sarveñäm apy aghavatäm) attract the attention of the Supreme Lord
(yatah tad-viñayä matiù).



“The name of the Lord may destroy sins, but how can
nämäbhäsa be the atonement for thousands of grave sins
which cannot be destroyed by thousands of twelve year
vows?”

Stenaù means a gold thief.

Chanting is the best atonement (suniñkåtam), since it
destroys the root of sin.

A twelve year vow of atonement, though it destroys the
effects of sin, cannot destroy the root of sin.



That is not the only result, because from chanting the name
of the Lord, the Lord’s mind dwells on that person who
chants (tad-viñayä-matiù).

The Lord thinks, “This person belongs to me. I will always
protect him.” This is Çrédhara Svämé’s meaning of the
phrase.

“Hearing his name being chanted, and remembering
Ajämila, the Lord ordered us to bring Ajämila, who was
chanting his name.”

Then how much more the Lord will remember a person
who chants the Lord’s name with a service attitude!



This is the implication.

To show this to the servants of Yama, the servants of Viñëu
said that Ajämila chanting at the time of death had
destroyed all his sins, but actually, from the first time that
Ajämila called his son Näräyaëa, out of all the times he
called, all his sins had been destroyed.

The rest of the chanting after that produced bhakti.



The past tense of yad vyäjahära (he chanted) in verse 7 also
indicates that from the first time he chanted the name, all
sins had been destroyed.

The word vivaçaù in that verse means “spontaneously, out
of affection for his child.”

“But after chanting repeatedly, there were repeated sins
such as going to the prostitute and drinking wine. In order
to destroy those sins he had to chant at the end of his life,
since there was again appearance of sin.”



This cannot be said, because it will be said later vaikuëöha-
näma-grahaëam açeñägha-haram: chanting the Lord’s name
destroys unlimited sins. (SB 6.2.16)

The following verses also show that chanting releases one
from the bondage of saàsära.

vartamänam ca yat päpaà yad bhütaà yad bhaviñyati

tat sarvaà nirdahatyäçu govindänala-kértanät

All sins in the present, past and future are quickly
destroyed by chanting the name of Govinda which is like
fire. Hari-bhakti-viläsa 11.339



yan-näma sakåc chravaëät pukkaço 'pi vimucyate
saàsärät

By hearing one of your names once, even the outcaste is
delivered from the material world. SB 6.16.44



naivaà-vidhaù puruña-kära urukramasya
puàsäà tad-aìghri-rajasä jita-ñaò-guëänäm

citraà vidüra-vigataù sakåd ädadéta
yan-nämadheyam adhunä sa jahäti bandham

Such power is not surprising from persons who have
conquered the six senses by the dust from the lotus feet of
the Lord, since even an outcaste becomes immediately free
of bondage of karma by chanting the Lord’s name even
once. SB 5.1.35



Because there is no mention of a particular time span for
the effect to occur, it should be understood that by the first
chanting there is destruction of all sins, all desires and as
well, ignorance, which is the root cause, because only then
sin will not reappear in the future.

“Why then did sin not leave Ajämila after chanting the first
time?

How could he continue to be attached to the woman and
commit sin for so long if all his sins had been destroyed?”



Like the karmas of the jévanmukta which remain for some
time simply as impressions, Ajämila’s sins which lasted till
his death were like the bites of a toothless snake and did
not generate results.

Moreover the Lord himself will cause continuance of sin in
order that other philosophies (karma-käëòa etc.) will not
be completely uprooted.

If one were to explain the scriptural statements concerning
the powers of the name to be exaggerated praise of the
Lord’s name, then one would be committing offense.



Tathärtha-vädo hari-nämni kalpanam: it is an offense to
interpret the name or think its powers are exaggeration.
(Padma Puräëa)

nämäçrayaù kadäcit syät taraty eva sa nämataù
nämno hi sarva suhådo hy aparädhät pataty adhaù

One who takes shelter of the name at any time crosses
material life by the name. One falls to hell from offense to
the name of the Lord, the friend of all beings. Padma
Puräëa



arthavadam harer-namni
sambhavayati yo narah

sa papistho manusyanam
niraye patati sphutam

Those most sinful of men who interpret the name of the
Lord fall to hell (Katyäyana Saàhitä, Padma Puräëa)



yan-näma-kértana-phalaà vividhaà niçamya
na çraddadhäti manute yad utärthavädam
yo mänuñas tam iha dukùa-caye kñipämi
saàsära-ghora-vividhärti nipéòitäëgam

That person who even after hearing about the wonderful
results of chanting the Lord’s name refuse to develop
sincere faith in the name, and on the contrary, interprets
the name, is hurled by me into the deep gloom of material
nescience after being dragged through excruciating
suffering. Padma Puräëa



çruti-småti-puräëeñu
näma-mähätmya-vädiñu
ye ’rthaväda iti bruyur
na teñäà niraya-kñayaù

Persons who interpret the çrutis, småtis, and puräëas,
which wonderfully glorify the Lord’s name, stay in hell
forever. Jaimini Saàhitä



Thus from scriptures like Padma Puräëa and Kätyäyana-
saàhitä there are thousands of statements showing fall
down from interpreting the name.

Parékñit has just said:
kvacin nivartate 'bhadrät
kvacic carati tat punaù

präyaçcittam atho 'pärthaà
manye kuïjara-çaucavat

After withdrawing from sin one commits the sin again. I
think atonement is useless, like an elephant bathing. SB
6.1.10
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