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Vaikuntha- The Spiritual Kingdom




o5 »*“*' R TEXT 80
VX iy -" R \Qharsasya kastharh paramarh tato gato
eS " g;ga -
Rl % .é’ nrtyan mahonmada-grhita-van muhuh

o "j: Fe bhrasyann amibhih parama-prayasatah
VS samprapitah sthairyam atha prabodhitah
W S
I then felt (tato gatah) the highest limit of joy (harsasya paramam
kastham). I danced all around (muhuh nrtyan) as if seized by
madness (mahonmada-grhlta-vat) and stumhled — about
(bhrasyann). But with great endeavor (parama-prayasatah) the

Lor(i:s servants (amibhih) Callned me down (sthairyam
samprapitah), and at _last I awakened from that trance (atha

prabodhitah).




Hearing those words from lord Nardyana drove Gopa-kumara
apparently insane.

In truth, however, this “insanity” was the perfection of —elear

consciousness, in which the one who sufters feels the ultimate
extreme of happiness.




TEXT 81
sri-bhagavan uvaca
svagatam svagatam vatsa
distya distya bhavan maya
sangato ’tra tvad-iksayarm
ciram utkanthitena hi

The Supreme Lord said: Welcome, welcome, my dear hoy
(svagatarn svagatarm vatsa)! I_am fortunate—most fortunate (distya
— - - — . . —=
distya)—to meet ‘you here (bhavan maya sangato atra). For so long
(ciram) I have been eager (utlianthitena hi) to see you (tvad-
iksayam)!




Hoping to calm Gopa-kumara, the most compassionate Lord greeted
him as a welcome guest.

The Lord stated honestly that He had been waiting a long time for
Gopa-kumara to come to Vaikuntha.




TEXT 82
bahiini gamitany anga
janmani bhavata sakhe
kathaficid api mayy abhi-

mukhyam kifcid akari na

My dear friend (anga sakhe), you have passed (bhavata gamitany)
many lifetimes (bahtini janmani) without paying any attention to
Me at all (kathancid api mayy abhi-mukhyam kificid na akari).




TEXT 83
asminn asminn ihehaiva
bhave bhavi mad-unmukhah
1ty asaya tavatyantam
nartito ’smi sadajna-vat

For so long (sada), hope (atyantarh asaya) had me dancing (nartito
’s_n_gl) like a fool ((afjﬁa-vat ) thinking, “Perhaps in this lifetime
(asminn asminn bhave), or this, or this, or this (iha iha eva). he will
finally turn his face towards Me (mad-unmukhah bhavi).”




Even though Gopa-kumara had forgotten his Lord ifor many

lifetimes, the Lord had never forgotten him.

The Lord wanted Gopa-kumara to know this, and also to know how
eager the Lord had always been to regain the association of His
devotee.

L




TEXT 84
chalam ca na labhe kificid
yenadyam paripalayan
nibandham sva-krtarn bhratar
anayamy atmanah padam

But I@(@i @@ 0 preter(cllalam ca na labhe kificid) on which to

bring you (yena anayamy) to My abode (atmanah padam), dear
brother (bhratar), and still follow (paripalayan) the timeless laws
(adyarn nibandham) that I Myselt have created (sy_zkky_til_i}).




Since the Supreme Lord is all-powerful, why didn’t He simply find a way to
bring Gopa-kumara to Him sooner?

The Lord establishes the laws of the universe, which are enunciated in the
Vedas and other scriptures, and He chooses to adhere to His own restrictions.

As long as living entities want to control and enjoy itheir own WOI‘l&, He does

not interfere.

Only when they show, by calling out His names, that they want to return to
Him does He again reveal Himsell.




In previous lives_ Gopa-kumara had never chanted the names of Lord
Narayana, even unintentionally or in jest.

Had he at least vibrated a shadow of the Lord’s name, he could have been
delivered, like Ajamila. In any case, opa—kuméra is finally returning

home.




w2 »
o2, A TEXT 85
OA e tat te mayy akrpam viksya

G vyagro ‘nugraha-katarah
anadim setum ullanghya
tvaj-janmedam akarayam

You showed Me no mercy (te mayy akrpam), and as I considered
this (tat viksya) I grew impatient (vyagrah), full ol anxiety to
receive your favor (anugraha-katarah). So I transgressed My eternal

code of conduct ( Q!!ﬁnghia}) and arranged for you to

take your current birth (tvad idam janma akarayam).

\—-%—_—




TEXT 86
Srimad-govardhane tasmin
nija-priyatamaspade
svayam evabhavam tata
jayantakhyah sa te guru

Dear boy (fata), in that divine district of Govardhana (tasmin
srimad-govardhane), My most beloved abode (nija-priyatama
aspade), 1 Mysell became (svayam eva abhavam) your guru (te
guru), known by the name Jayanta (] ayanta akhyah)




The Lord does not interfere with the independence of the rebellious jivas.

He mosgr‘%eaves the responsibility for reforming them to the Vedas and
Vaisnavas. e

But ultimately it is v that saves the conditioned souls.

The Supreme Lord interfered with Gopa-kumara’s karma by making Gopa-
kumara take birth at Govardhana Hill.

)

In the words of Lord Brahma,




yesam sa esa bhagavan dayayed anantah

sarvatmanasrita-pado yadi nirvyalikam
te dustaram atitaranti ca deva-mayam
naisarmh mamaham iti dhih $va-Srgala-bhaksye

Those to whom (sah yesam) the_infinite T.ord shows mercy (dayayed

bhagavan anantah) -- when they attal are surrendered
completel lotus feet of (yadi garvatmana ﬁs@d

who have; no material desires (nirvyalikam) - cross @Tﬁaran@) the
insurmountable ocean of maya (dustaram deva-mayam) and understand the
ford@. They (esam) are devoid of the intelligence (na dhih) which thinks
in terms of “my body” and the “bodies of my family members” (mama aham
iti) which are WOllhy food for dogs and jackals (é@-érgéla-bhaksye).
T{Stimad-Bhagavatam 2.7.42)




Only when the Personality of Godhead Sri Krsna grants His unconditional
kindness can one take wholehearted refuge of the Lord’s lotus feet and cross
beyond the ocean of illusion, otherwise impossible to cross.

In this verse from the Second Canto, the verb ﬁtitaranti! (“they cross
beyond”) is Tollowed by the word @“and”), which implies that besides
liberation the surrendered devotees of the Lord also achieve Sri Vaikuntha,
an attainment that makes liberation seem unimportant.

Thus, Vaikuntha can be attained by those whose selt-identificat; ides
not in the material body, fated to be eaten by dogs and jackals, but in the

company of the Supreme Lord’s dedicated servants.
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