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Prema- Love of God



Text 161

@ &' tesam tad-asaktir api kva vacya
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Cye nanda-gopasya kumaram enam
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L sada mahartyaiva nayanti kalam

Who can describe (lgvg vacya) the Vraja-vasis’ attachmrent (0 Krsna
(tesam tad-asaktih)? In their pure love (ye premna) they know Him

(enam vidantah) only as the young sen—etNanda—Gopa (nanda-

gopasya kumaram). And though fully blessed with that love (bahu
sevamanah), they spend all their time (sada nayanti kalg_m) in great
distress (maha artya iva).




The previous verses have described Krsna’s atfection for the Vraja-
vasis, and now we hear about their attachment to Him.

The residents of Vraja are the greatest Vaisnavas because they are

motivated only by absolutely pure love, undiluted by (reverence,

Such intense love shows unique symptoms that to untrained eyes
appear to be signs of unhappiness.

This has already been discussed in previous chapters of Brhad-
bhagavatamrta, and later it will be analyzed even more explicitly.
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’(}st‘“}:, < &,P‘gv kalatita jhana-sampatti-bhajam
& P asmakam ye piijjya-padah samantat
@"},»"‘ & ' vaikunthasyanuttamananda-ptra-
* & bhajam esam yadavanam apijyah

The residents of Vraja have transcended time (kala atita). For those
of us (asmakar ye) blessed with the opulence of wisdom (jfléna-
sampatti-bhajam) their feet are deserving of worship in every way
(pujya-padah samantat). Even the Yadavas here (yadavanam api),
who know the unexcelled flood of the ecstasy (anuttama-ananda-
pura-bhajam) of Vaikuntha (vaikunthasya), worship those residents
of Vraja (esam ijyah).




It would be wrong to think that the Vraja-vasis consider
Krsna one of their own because they are ignorant ot HlS
absolute position as God.

The devotees of Vraja are not ignorant, nor do they ever
suffer or waste time.

They act as they do only because of their pure prema, for
which the exalted Vaisnavas of Dvaraka, including Uddhava,

hold them in the highest regard.
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gy ¢ \}\} krsnena na vraja-janah kila mobhitas te
& ¢ & taih sa vyamohi bhagavan iti satyam eva
o> 8> X,; g gatva mayaiva sa hi vismrta-deva-karyo
Nago ¢ ’'nusmaritah kim api krtyam aho kathancit
N2
The people of Vraja (te_vraja-janah) are not bewildered by Krsna (na
kila krsnena mohitah)—the_truth is that (satyam eva) He is
bewildered by them (taih sah vyamohi). When He forgot what He
had_to do for the demigods (sah hi vismrta-deva-karyo), I had to go

to Him myself (mayaiva gatva) and somehow remind Him (kathancit
anusmaritah), “Oh (aho), You have some unfinished business (kim
api krtyam)!”

el



After Krsna killed the demon Kes$i, Narada Muni went to
Vrndavana and convinced Krsna that Krsna had to leave tor
Mathura to slay Kamsa and other enemies of His devotees.

With clever praise and arguments, Narada reminded Krsna
that Krsna had promised the demigods led by Brahma to rid
the earth of its burden of demonic kings:




sa tvam bhiudhara-bhatanam
daitya-pramatha-raksasam
~ avatirno vinasaya
sadhiinam raksanaya ca

IS

“You, the creator(sah tvarh), have now descended on earth
(avatlrnah) to annihilate (vinasaya) the Daitya, Pramatha, and
Raksasa ‘demons (daitya-pramatha-raksasam) who are posing as
kin ings (bhudhara-bhatanarh), and also  to protect the godly

(sadhiinam raksanaya ca).” /




canuram mustikam caiva
mallan anyams ca hastinam
kamsam ca nihatam draksye
parasvo ’hani te vibho

“In_just two days (para svah ahani), O almighty Iord (vibho), I will

see (draksye) the deaths (nihatam) of Canara, Mustika (cantram
mustikarm caiva), and other wrestlers (anyam mallan ca), and of the
elephant Kuvalayapida (ca hastinam) and_King Kamsa (karhsam
ca)—all by Your hand.” (Bhagavatam 10.37.13, 15)
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Yoo & v katharm katham api prajiiena
B¢ vﬁ x & ~ ~ .

P akriirena balad iva

A vrajan madhu-purim ni

A jan madhu-purim nito

yadiinam hitam icchata

Somehow or other (katham katham api) the wise Akrura
(prajnena)akriirena), desiring to promote the welfare of_the

Yadus (yadinam hitam icchata), took Him from Vraja to

Madhupurl (¢fajan fuadhu-puriih @itah) as if by force (balad
iva).




By telling Krsna about the sultering ot His parents, Vasudeva
and Devaki, Akrira convinced Him to come to Mathura:

vrddhau tavadya pitarau
para-bhrtyatvam agatau

bhartsyete tvat-krte tena
kamsenasubha-buddhina

“Your elderly parents (tava vrddhau pitarau) have now
(adya) become dependent servants (para-bhrtyatvam
agatau), and because of You (tvat-krte) they are being
harassed (tena bhartsyete) by evil-minded Karhsa (Kamsena
2éubha-buddhina) ” (Hari-varméa 2.26.16)
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vasati kridati dhruvam

Krsna (sa) can never abandon (na kadacana hatur saknuyat)
the people of Vraja (vraja-janan). He surely returns there
(dhruvam vyati tatraiva) again and again (abhlksnam) to
resu:le (vasati) and enjoy His pastimes (krldatl)




In His eternal pastimes, Krsna again and again goes to
Mathura to help the Yadus, and again and again returns home
to Vrndavana.

And when He comes back to Vrndavana He resumes His
Vrndavana pastimes. -

With the word dhruvam (“certainly”), Narada assures Gopa-
kumara that there is no reason to doubt these words.
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R '\""'bv pararh parama-kautuki viraha-jata-bhavormito

M‘ " vrajasya vividhehitam nija-manoramar viksitum

\y& 1 &n}kun] a-kuhare yatha bhavati nama so 'ntarhitas

o ’?‘j,_)x“‘ tatha vividha-lilayapasarati chalat karhicit
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But (paramh) Krsna is most curious (parama-kautuki) to see
(yiksitum) how the devotees of Vraja (vrajasya) respond to the waves
of ecstasy (bhavd armitah) born of separation (viraha-jata). Indeed,
seeing this (viksitum vividha ihitam) gives Him great pleasure (nija-
manoramam). So just as He sometimes hides (yatha sah angarhitah
bhavati) in a_cave in the forest groves (nikunja-kuhare), on some
pretext (chalar) He sometimes (karhicit) goes away from Vraja (nama

apasarati) while playing in His various pastimes (vividha-lilaya).




If Krsna never abandons the Vraja-vasis, how is it they
experience separation from Him?

The answer is that although Krsna is always with them He
sometimes hides from them for a while just to see the
extreme ecstasies found only in separation.

He does this to increase both their pleasure andﬁ@ OWn)
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" \vis b w& anye ’han) evarh parama-priyebhyas
&af" g&e‘i “ tebhyat pradeyasya su-durlabhasya
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@_ﬂay of acting (esah vyavahara), 1_think (manye a
befits (arhah) the most generous, the most @égnanimo?
1S

Rers&n(vadénya—maﬁleh), for He presents (samarpana) to
dearmost friends (tebhyah pgramajgriiyebhyah) the mostgiesirabla
object (kasyapi pradeyasya dravyasya), t}@st rarely obtained)(su-
durlabhasya). N o
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No one should criticize Krsna for His behavior with the
devotees of Vrndavana, who cannot tolerate His absence even
for a fraction ot a second.

Here Narada says he has no such complaint against Krsna,
although some persons may.

-}

Narada understands that Krsna’s leaving is actually His way
ol giving the Vraja-vasis the most rare treasure of
vipralambha-bhava. _ )




No one else in creation is worthy of that gift, so the Vraja-

vasis are greatly distinguished to be its recipients.

o=

Thus in Srimad-Bhagavatam (10.47.27) Uddhava told Krsna’s
girlfriends:




sarvatma-bhavo ’dhikrto
bhavatinam adhoksaje
virahena maha-bhaga
mahan me 'nugrahah krtah

“You have righttully claimed the privilege (bhavatinam adhikrtah) of
unalloyed love (sarvatma-bhavah) for the transcendental Lord

(adhoksaje), O most glorious gopis (maha-bhaga). Indeed, by
exhibiting your love for Krsna in separation from Him (virahena),
you have shown me (me krtah) great mercy (mahan anugrahah).”




Although Krsna is the transcendental Godhead, Adhoksaja,
imperceptible to the material senses, the gopis of Vraja have
conquered Him by their exclusive devotion.

Thus in no way can He ever abandon them.

Uddhava recognized the gopis to be the most fortunate and
generous souls, who felt the pangs of separation from Krsna
even while enjoying with Him face to face.
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e S NS yatha kridati tad-bhimau
2 g goloke ’pi tathaiva sah
'@0’\02, };, adha-ardhvataya bhedo
< s & 'nayoh kalpyeta kevalam

Just as Krsna plays (yatha sah kridati) in_this Vraja-bhtmi on earth

(tad—bhumau) so also does He play (tathaiva) on Goloka (goloke
api). The two realms are only imagined to be dilferent (anayoh

kalpyeta kevalam), one above the other (adha-irdhvataya bhedah).




The whole purpose ot this discourse has been to enlighten Gopa-
kumara about the glories of Sri Goloka, the topmost spiritual
world.

What Narada has said about Gokula on earth is also true of the
original Goloka.

The difference between the two is slight: Although one is located
on a planet in the middle of the material universe and-theother
is above Vaikuntha, there is no substantial ditterence between

them.
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s 0¥ % kintu tad-vraja-bhiimau sa
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R na sarvair drsSyate sada
¥ C taih sri-nandadibhih sardham

% asrantam vilasann api

But (kintu) in this earthly Vraja-bhtimi (tad-vraja-bhiimau)
not everyone (na sarvaih) can see Him (sah drsyate) all the
time. (sada), even though He {forever PH;Q;L (asrantam
vilasann api) in the company o of (sardham) Sr1 Nanda and
others (taih sri-nandadibhih).




Only once in a day of Brahma, at the end of a certain
Dvapara-yuga, can everyone see Krsna in Gokula.

At other times He is visible only occasionally, and only to a
few.

In Goloka, however, everyone can see Him all the time.
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ot v QD pe sri-suparnadayo yadvad
b

< s vaikunthe nitya-parsadah
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X‘r:géf goloke tu tatha te ’pi
" w«v nitya-priyatama matah
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Just as (yadwvad) devotees like Sri_Garuda (Sri-suparna adayah) are

the lords eternal associates (nitya-parsadah) in Vaikuntha
(vaikunthe), in Goloka (tatha goloke tu) the devotees of Vraja (te
api), we understand (n_lgt_ah) are His eternal dear companions (mtya—
prlyatamg’) — —

Nanda Maharaja and the other Vraja-vasis live with Krsna not only on
earth but also in the eternal kingdom of Goloka.
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D @ te hi sva-prana-nathena
samam bhagavata sada
v oY . —
X lokayor eka-riipena
viharanti yadrcchaya

They (te hi eka-ripena) enjoy pastimes (sada viharanti) with
the Lord of their lives (sva-prana-nathena), the Personality of
Godhead (bhagavata), in the same way (samamn) in both
worlds—Vraja-bhumi on earth and Goloka in the sp1rgual
realm (lokayor)—according to their pleasure (yadrcchaya).

—
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< \ct,c\ % sri-golokam gantum arhanty upayair
‘i;g (‘; vt s yadrgbhis tarh sadhakas tadrsaih syuh
*’“ o drasturih $akta martya-loke ’pi tasmiris
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The disciplines (ﬁp@ by which (yadrgbhis) devotees in practice

(tarh  sadhakah) can reach Sri Goloka (Sri-golokam gantum
arhanty)—those very same disciplines (tadrsaih) let them see
(drastum sakta syuh) the Lord (prabhurh tam) performing pastimes
like those of Gokula (tasmin tadrk-kridari), completely satisfied (su-
prasannar), in Vraja-bhtimi in the mortal world (martya-loke ’pi).




need not go

the

special practices, for attaining Krsna’s perso

For_intimate associates like Nanda Maharaja no spiritual
practice is needed, because they are eternal Vraja-vasis.

But for everyone else,|careful endeavo}\ is required.




On this path, not everyone attains the same level of success.

f&,-

A devotee may develop Krsna consciousness to the point of
being able to see Krsna but may not be able to see Him busily
enjoying the special pastimes of Vrndavana (tadrk-kridam)
with His intimate devotees.

When more advanced, a Jaisnava may occasionally see Krsna
engaging in His Vrndavana pastimes but not displaying the
full scope of His blissful enjoyment (su-prasannam).
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And even such A4 Vaisnava may not be fortunate enough to

enter E 's—eternal pastimes and play with Krsna in
absolute Ireedom.

[—

The highest perfection of Krsna consciousness is rarely
achieved.
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